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ARMY CAMP SHOWMANSHIP 


Biway Cinemas May Go in for Extra DIY TASTES ARE Pro-German Paid Ads in Mexico City 
Stunts to Combat New Sunday Legits, | |KF IVI||ANS) Dailies Rap Anti-Nazi “Pastor Hall’ 


In a Patriotic Stew 
Like to Indulge in Ballyhoo 
and Show a Profit—vwU. S. 


Army Film Service Pays a 
Uniform $10-$25 Rental 


—__— 


‘VARIETY’ AS A GUIDE 
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There being no illusions as to the 
aim of Equity and its members to go 
after more of the weekend picture 
business via Sunday legit shows, 
the Broadway cinema managers are 
taking stock of the situation and 
studying ways and means of combat- 
ing the opposition. Unless guest 
nights or previews are tossed in 
on Sundays, which is possible, the 
film houses on Broadway and in the 
neighborhoods may readjust scales 
in an effort to retain patronage. 

The first of the Sunday legit per- 
formances began Sunday (24), with 
10 shows scheduled for the night. 
In addition, there is ‘It Happens on 
Ice,’ which has been giving Sunday 


One Sunday Missout 


Mexico City, Nov. 26. 

Nazis here have begun to hit back 
at anti-Nazi propaganda. 

Sarcastic slashing of ‘Pastor Hall’ 
(UA),.called ‘The Martyr’ here, is 
spread in full page ads, run by cer- 
tain local dailies, and signed, ‘This 
advertisement inserted and paid for 
by a group of Germans.’ 

‘We invite you to see this picture,’ 
the ad says. ‘It won’t cost you very 
much and it will edify you to the 

extent of beholding the most mone 

‘Soldiers are no different from | strous picture of anti-German propa- 
anyone else. They like and dislike | 


| ganda that has ever been exhibited 
the same pictures as the general | 

public, Our bookers carry that in| BERLIN OPERA 

mind continually and it forms the | 








Panhandlers were not in evi- 
dence on pavements of Broad- 
way legits playing Sunday (24). 
They either won't ‘work’ on the 
Sabbath, or figure. pop price 
audiences are n. g. for touches. 

Managers have never succeede 
ed in ridding the walks of the 
nuisance. Same pests have been 
seen during intermissions for 
years, but never around picture 
and vaudfilm houses. 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Corn belt gets a break over 
Scotland on the liquor situa- 
tion in motion pictures. 

Through an agreement be- 
tween the American distilling in- 
terests and the studios, bour- 
bon will take the place of Scotch 
and soda when screen players 
drink, according to script. 





























|} and an excellent example of the per- 
fection films have attained as ine 
struments of propaganda, defamae- 














shows right along, with 75c unre- 
served seats sold at the boxoffice 


(Continued on page 54) 


prior to each performance. Legits That's the answer to the question, : 
that gave Sunday night (24) shows ‘What kind of pictures do soldiers as fact a film that is based upon fice 
included ‘Blind Alley,’ ‘Charley’s A o Ue | like?’ offered by Thomas H. Martell, tion, Ernst Toller’s novel, and plays 
Aunt’ ‘George Washington Slept > director of the eastern district for ss _ | up statements of U. S. Ambassador 4 
Here,’ ‘Hellzapoppin,’ ‘Johnny Be- the U. S. Army Motion Picture Serv- Theodore Knause, an NBC Berlin | Cudahy to Belgium to the effect that : 
a 
; 
4 





Detroit Tries 
Smellie’ With 


‘Boom Town 


2 LEGITS TOP 





‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Cole Porter 
musical which closed Saturday night 
(23) at the Royale, N. Y., to go on 
tour, grossed a trifle over $1,200,000 
in 51 weeks on Broadway, according 
to Varigtry boxoffice estimates. Show 
opened Dec. 6, 1939. It is playing its 
first road stand this week at the Na- 
tional, Washington. 
| ‘The Man Who 

last week topped the $1,000,000 mark 
at the Music Box, N. Y. It is cur- 
| rently in its 59th week, having 
| opened Oct. 16, 1939. Kaufman-Hart 





basis of our policy in dating films 


into Army-operated theatres.’ 


Army and major film 


(Continued on page 20) 


ASK ASCAP HELP FORM 








| American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers has been re- 
|quested by the World Performing 
Rights Society to take the lead in 


ice and liaison man between the 
companies. 
Trade paper reviews and VARIETY’S 


| PAN-AM. MUSIC SOCIETY 


Came to Dinner’ | 


| tion and calumny since the last war 
,to the present one.’ 
| The ad charges that UA presents 
| 





correspondent, reported on a trans- 
atlantic hookup that opera perform- 
ances 


(Continued on page 23) 











in the German capital now 


start at 4:30 p.m., and in the case of 
|the long Wagnerian ones, at 2:30 in - Our all e 
ithe afternoon. Thus, opera attend- | 
ance ‘interferes’ with lunch rather | 
than dinner. Since opera has been | 


put on a matinee basis, evening | Show Bad Prolo 
dress at the performances has dis- | 

appeared, NBC miker stated. How- 

ever, ‘the theatre in 


Shakespeare's 

day was a daylight affair,’ and the Or 0 0 e 
Germans rationalize that it has re- | 
| 


turned to the old basis. 





—— |comedy also has second company | forming a Pan-American Confedera- bent geese ee — | 
with Clifton Webb, which played|tion of Performing Rights So-\}... woo... ry Beet os ° “ne : _ Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
: Detroit, Nov. 26. nearly a year in Chicago and is con-| ciety. It is now up to ASCAP'’s for- ture snows are ended by p.m., Bob Hope’s experiment of trying 
Having had experimental tryouts " 


in the theatres here, ‘Dramatic 
Zephyrs,’ a mingling of odors with 
motion pictures, got a full week’s 
run at the Vogue, one of the United 
Detroit chain. The smells were syn- 
chronized with ‘Boom Town’ and 
according to engineers of the Aro- 


tinuing its tour, this week in one- 
nighters through the midwest. Alex- 
ander Woollcott for a time headed a 


the first of the year. 





Side Show Trimmings 


leign relations committee to author- 
| ize the appointment of a special rep- 
| resentative whose task it will be to 


, , , , , 
third company, and may resume after} tour the Latin-American countries 
and discuss the Pan-American pro- | 


posal with them. 


In its communication the World 


in order that attendees can ‘get home 
in plenty of time.’ This is one of 
the precautions taken against raids 
by British fliers. 


out his routines on a Los Angeles 
theatre audience, while satisfactory 
enough to call for a repeat at the 
|downtown Paramount, ran into an 
iunanticipated obstacle that may 
|cancel future rehearsals away from 
NBC. Overflow audience proved re- 





‘Jimmy Durante Might 


Performing Rights Society pointed sponsive enough but spontaneity to 
matix Co., of Detroit, which for four ; Brgy p8cttin vse ME geen, F J hn Ba his gags was lacking. 
years hat been developing te cws| With ‘Little Egypt? (fm tocar scat cons | Follow John Barrymore | 'riis"war aurinutea ty Hope and 
ideas in the field, the picture af- gyp , , ay 


forded them a great opportunity for 


& variety of aromas, pleasant and 
otherwise, 


The scent experts had a field day 
(Continued on page 25) 


Stage of studio 8H in NBC’s Radio 


Compositores Teatrais, of Lisbon, 
de Autores de Espana, of Madrid. 
| Latter two organizations are ASCAP 
affiliates. 


And Barker at NBC Portugal, and the Sociedad General | 


ASCAP'’s South Americ 


an 


| 
| 


As Great Vagabond Lover tne « of his cast to the fact that 
| ee | 


Sealtest has under consideration 


proposal to bring Jimn y Durante RADIO’S CUFFO TRAILER 


auditors had sat through four 
(Continued on page 53) 








City layout was dressed up last | affiliations are with the Argentine | into the Rudy Vallee sho 
ae Oe aan Wednesday night (20) in all the ex- |and Brazilian performing rights so- | red) for a series of guest appear- FOR LEGIT REVUE (BMI) 
terior trimmings of a traveling car- | cieties. |ances after John Barrymore close 


TOM MIX IN MIDDLE 


OF ‘MEMORIAL’ TIFF 





Tom Mix's body lies in his grave 
but his memory is being double-fea- 
tured by a couple of rival factions 
Seeking funds to build a memorial. 
Faction No. 1 is Valley Village, a real 
estate promotion near the Republic 
Studio, where it is planned to build 


nival for the debut of the network’s 
latest quiz show, ‘Spin and Win with 
Jimmy Flynn.’ The program also 
served as the bowing-in effort of 
Sidney Strotz, who recently became 
NBC program head. 

Hoopla that went with the broad- 
cast included the verbal flow of a 

(Continued on page 53) 


Glenn Miller’s 1006 Pic 











| Willa Cather Sure Means 


| It; No Pix for Her Books 


Willa Cather has gone Kenneth | 





| Roberts one better in refusal to co- 
| operate with film companies. While 
advance proofs of Robert's 
novel, ‘Oliver Wisewill,’ were denied 
story departments, Miss Cather has 
nixed completely any deal far screen 
rights to ‘Sapphira pak 





new | 


and tie Slave | 


his eight-weeks run. Advent of the | 
Schnoz would be given a prelimin- | 
ary buildup as the third of America’s | out a huge exploitation campaign for 
‘three great vagabond lovers.’ {the score of the new Phil Baker- 

Barrymore’s contract calls for a|QLeonard Sillman musical, ‘All in 
rising scale which on the final week | Fun,’ currently breaking in in Bos- 
|of the eight will bring him $2,750 for | ton. 


Broadcast Music, Inc. has mapped 





the broadcast. | Whereas other legit shows would 
| have to buy the time, arrangements 
Westchester Diehards erizing for this musical on the net- 

wu | works. 


| have been made for lots of cuffo trail- 
Operators of nightspots and cock- | = 
CHAPLIN AS SONGWRITER 





= 





nr pw a fee ao tae 


Pe OT 


a Tom Mix Glenn Miller and his band have | Girl,’ published last week. jtail lounges in the Westchester | 

lected. museum with funds col- | been signatured for a picture by Miss Cather’s last picture sale was | County, N. Y., area report suffering Irving Berlin Co. is about to pub- 
Faction N ; | 20th-Fox with Sonja Henie, to be|to Warner Bros. in 1925. Story was; the worst letdown in business in | lish ‘Falling Star, cleffed by Mere- 
ummers a 2 is headed by Fred |made some time between March 1 | ‘A Lost Lady,’ Pulitzer prize winner | years because of the deep disappoint- | dith Willson in collaboration with 

DOSes to est eo promoter, who pro-|and April 15. The date is to be set | filmed by WB during the year of | ment that followed when Wendell | Charles Chaplin. 

shows throu ns a series of wild west | by Feb. 1. _ | purchase and again in 1934. Author | Willkie failed to win the election. | Another Willson ditty, “Rockabye 

of . nan mt the country, part | Deal involves $100,000 and a maxi- | was so dissatisfied with the screen| The county, next to the state of Your Baby With a Long Underwear 

Memorial, ceeds going to a Mix | mum of eight weeks’ work. General) versions she vowed never again to| Vermont, rates as the most intense | Tune,’ has been accepted by Metra 


‘Amus. Corp. set the deal. 


‘let a picture be made from her yarns. 


G.O.P, community in the country. for a forthcoming musical. 
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AK.sin Back Seat at Lambs Gambol; 
Waring Shepherd for Second Year 





The Lambs held their Installation 
Gambol at the N. Y. clubhouse Sun- 
day (24) to a jammed house. Fred 
Waring was made Shepherd for an- 


other year. Ernest Truex was the 
Collie of the evening, but because 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
played its first Sunday night show, 
Truex didn’t appear ir the Gambol. 
However, he was there for the 
banquet after the show. It was evi- 
dent that most of the cast was com- 
posed of the club’s younger mem- 
bers. 

It was a long and varied program 
running mostly to song and dance. 
John McManus directed the orches- 
tra and the show opened with ‘A 
Milkman’s Serenade,’ led by Don 
Gautier and Don Tomkins. A ‘horse 
dance’ done by the latter was a 
standout. Russ Brown and Hugh 
Cameron, with a comedy talking act 
in ‘one,’ clicked. ‘The Ballet In- 
vades the Drama’ was a new idea by 
William Holbrook. ‘Drownin’, a 
dramatization of a Thomas Wolf 
story of Jack Tyler, and ‘I Get the 
Blues From Revues,’ a satire on re- 
vues by Frank Lovejoy and Al 
Rinker and played by a large cast 
headed by Jack Sheehan and Frank 


Lovejoy, were both good. Roy Rob- | 


erts, as a lyric baritone, was one of 
the outstanding hits of the evening. 
Gitz Rice played a symphony he 
eomposed (his first), that was or- 
(Continued on page 20) 


Laurel-Hardy to Produce 
And Finance Own Film 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 286. 

Laurel and Hardy will finance and 
produce their next picture them- 
selves, spokesman for comedians 
said here last week during team’s 
p.a. at the Stanley theatre. That 
won’t be until next summer at least, 
with releasing deal scheduled to be 
worked out in meantime. 

Laurel and Hardy contract with 
Hal Roach ran out few months ago 
and wasn’t renewed and understood 
that pair have a couple of writers 
in Hollywood working on a script 
for them. Present tour, which be- 
gan two months ago, is scheduled to 
run until May, so film, when and if, 
will not get going before mid-sum- 
mer. 











Fred Dannay, Half Of 
‘Ellery Queen,’ Critical 


Condition of Frederic Dannay, 
mystery writer injured last week in 
an auto accident, was still critical 
yesterday (Tuesday). Author, who 
with Manfred Lee writes under 
the name of Ellery Queen, is in 
Queens (N. Y.) General hospital, 
suffering from several broken ribs. 
severe internal injuries and shock. 

Collaborators have recently been 
working on original screen stories 
for Metro and Columbia. There 
also a pending deal for their rad 
series to be revived. 


is 
id 





M-G Tests 2 Cafe Femmes 





Metro last week made screen tests 
of Juanita Rios, femme maestro at 
the Stork Club, N. Y., and Con- 
stance Russell, vocal protege of Al 
Siegel, who’s currently at the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y. 


Fooiage has been shipped to the | 


Coast for word on future of the gals. 


Al Altman, M-G eastern talent dig- | 


gers, directed the tests. 





O’Sullivan vs. Taylor 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Maureen O’Sullivan has been as- 
signed to the role opposite Robert 
Taylor in the western titled, ‘Billv 
the Kid,’ at Metro. Prominently 
spotted is Ian Hunter. 

Frank Borzage is slated to direct 
the Irving Asher production. 





Romero, Joyce Teamed 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Cesar Romero and Brenda Joyce 
team up for the high spots in ‘Pri- 
vate Nurse,’ forthcoming comedy at 
20th-Fox. 

Sol M. Wurtzel, producer, has 
Stanley Rauh on the scripting job 
for early January Alming. j 


Golding’s ‘Dunkirk’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Film boys and gals are not go- 
ing to plug the sale of liquor any 
more in the newspapers, maga- 
| zines or on the billboards, if the 
Will Hays office has anything to 
say about it. 


CHORINES PROSPEROUS | Official censor board is under- 


stood to be operating with the 
Sere s Guild i rt 
Employment Up With Upbeat of Screen Actors Guild in an effo 
Musical Production 








to dunk al! such endorsements, 
which might react unfavorably 
to the film industry. 





| 
| 
| 
! 





Goodly percentages of Chorus 
Equity members are holding down | 
legit engagements, the number of} 


Broadway musicals this season being SAVE TIME T0 
credited. Despite the closing of ma- 
jor shows at the N. Y. World’s Fair, if GUARDIA 


which resulted in quite a few chor- 





isters securing withdrawal cards, re- 
ports show that between 500 and 
600 are contuuously appearing in 
shows. 

Paid up membership in Equity’s 
chorus branch is approximately 
1.000. That is a material increase 
over last season, although the rec- 
ords indicate the total membership | Broadway-Holly wood 
to be considerably higher. | will 
| shortened beginning Jan. 6 when the 
'new Airlines Terminal Bldg. at 42d 
All 


six airlines serving New York will 


Film Story From A have ticket offices in 
Brit. Point of View’ structure opposite Grand Central 


|Terminal. Limousine coaches will 
|shuttle to the LaGuardia Airport via 
the Queens Tunnel, chopping a half 
|hour off total trip time. 

Melchior’s Gastronomics 


To comfort him for his loss of 
|}more than 25 pounds in six months 
of concert-touring and big game 
hunting, Lauritz Melchior had a 
rousing big turkey dinner aboard a 
United Air Lines Mainliner, and a 
dinner at home at the Hotel Ansonia 
‘founded on two wild ducks, and 


commuters 


have the coast-to-coast time 





|street and Park avenue opens. 
| 
! 





| 


Deals are being talked with two 
major companies by Louis Golding, 
British novelist, on a screenplay he 
‘has written featuring the evacuation 
'of Dunkirk. Golding arrived in New 
| York from England last Thursday | 

He. said he had come 


° | 
‘ 


| (21). in- 
| dependently but with the blessings 
|of the authorities’ as the yarn pre- 
sents the point of view the British 
are anxious to get across. 


So 


Story is tagged ‘These Are the | POund bear he shot in Alaska. 
Lads.’ Rar Boe character is pat- | he admitted Thanksgiving Day at 
pre ; . _|LaGuardia Field (N. Y.) when he 
ae eh vee lean. a ended a 25.000-mile tour that he 


glican pastor in the poor parish of 
Waterloo. Hutchinson runs camps 
for the boys from slum areas and 
lads on English training ships. Gold- 
ing’s tale is about four of these boys 
before the present war, during it 
and after it, and their relationships 
with Father Hutchinson. It’s similar 
in some respects to ‘Boys Town.’ | 

Collabbing on the screenplay with | 
Golding was Gordon Wellesley, Eng- 


called his “American Odyssey.” 

The Danish tenor, who has sung 
more ‘Tristan,’ ‘Siegfried’ and “‘Tann- 
hauser’ performances than any other 
singer alive or dead, patted his 

(Continued on page 18) | 








20th Suspends Sanders 





lish writer, who has worked in om. . 
Hollywood. Golding has written a Who Didn't Like Role 
number of film stories, although 





none that was produced in this coun- 
try. He recently completed ‘Isib- 
erty Radio,’ in which Clive Brook 
and Diana Wynyard are appearing 
for Two Cities, and ‘The Proud Val- 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


20thFox has suspended 
Sanders for refusing a role in ‘Un- 
censored.’ He demurred on the 


ley,’ in which Paul Robeson ap- ground the part presented an Eng- 

peared for Michael Balcon. lishman in an unflattering light. 
Balcom was very anxious to make! John Loder, who takes the role, 

‘Lads,’ Golding said, but it was im- | Was an English officer in the last 

possible to shoot the Dunkirk se- W4!- 

quences under blitz conditions in 





England. It would require a whole 
armada of small craft on a large 


Sa ‘ o i 9 
stretch of beach and would make an Miss Goddard's Father’s 
inviting target from the air. As re- Gyit Comes Up This Week 


sult, the author did some sounding 
out of American companies while Syracuse, N. Y., Nov. 26. 
in London and came to New York Trial of the $150,000 libel 
to follow up the negotiations. brought by Joseph R. Levy, formerly 
Golding declared he wants the of this city, against the Crowell- 
Collier Publishing Co., charging that 


picture made on a straight commer- 
the Collier mag story stating he is 


cial basis, as he feels it is not propa- 

ganda but a story. English govern- | not the father of Paulette Goddard, 
ment would have no tangible inter- | picture actress aiid wife of Charlie 
est in it. Golding, however, fs go- 
ing to Ottawa at the invitation of at the head of Wednesday’s calendar 
see if use can be made in the film of , preme Court. 


training facilities in that country. While court attendants were dis- 


cussing the proposition of handling 
the crowds if Miss Goddard and 
Story of ‘Attack’ on U.S. 
Sought by 3 Pic Studios 


Chaplin put in an appearance for the 
| Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


trial, a damp blanket was thrown on 

their enthusiasm when word was 

spread that Miss Goddard would 

probably not be called as a witness 

and that there is little likelihood that 
Paramount called off a deal with aig ey “? a a _: ae : 

two authors, Robert Phillip Hillier : oo ee a 

|} and Capt. William F. Cox, after 

spending approximately $40,000 on | 

treatment of ‘Invasion,’ a story deal- | 

ing with hypothetical attack on the 

Western Coast of the United States. | 











way tomorrow, 
‘6 ’ 
Lady’ Toppers 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Other producing outfits, including | Eleanor Powell, Ann Sothern and 
Warners, RKO and Alexander Korda, Tony Martin share top lines in 
are said to be interested in the yarn, Metro’s next musical, ‘Lady Be Good,’ 
‘which is reported to have the co- slated to roll Dec. 20. 
, operation of the U. S. Government. Arthur Freed is producing and 
| Busby Berkeley directing. 








‘Face’ for Crawford 


Sitivweod. Mov, 0. Duncan Sisters Nitery 





| Metro is ‘A Woman's Face,’ based on | 


| scarred. 


Joan Crawford’s next picture at Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


Duncan sisters, Vivian and Rosetta, 
a story of a girl whose face has been | took an option on the old quarters 
'of the Writers club on Sunset boule- 


the granite | 


visions of bear steaks from the 2,000- | 


| 
| 
| 


George | 


action | 


Chaplin, was false, has been placed | 


the Canadian High Commissioner to | by Justice Jesse E. Kingsley in Su- | 


Syracuse for | 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


Sa in ie et i el 





POtoeeesy 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

| They gave me the most important part in the 20th Century-Fox produc. 
tion, ‘Tall, Dark and Handsome’. I know it’s important. In the first scene 
I open the door and Cesar Romero enters with Virginia Gilmore. if ] 
don’t open. the door they won't be in the picture. 

Asked John Chapman if he read my column. He said, ‘If anybody wants 
to wager that your column isn’t funny—tell him I'll take half his bet. | 
wonder what he means? (Just for that, 1 won't be one of his junior x 
when he tours in vaudeville.) 

Played golf Sunday at Hillcrest with Jack (double-take) Oakie. Jack 
plays a fair game of golf—when you watch him. Eighteen holes of golf 
with him inspired me to invent a new golf club—short and crooked 
play a ball out of your partner’s pocket. 

Having a little financial trouble—I’m 2c overdue on my library card, 

Broadway Dept. (by pony express) 

To celebrate a successful Riviera season, Ben Marden gave away $1,000 
in tips at Reuben’s. For that money he could have gotten a nice dinner 
at ‘21’, 

The girls in ‘Panama Hattie’ display so much epidermis that they are 
calling the producer ‘Body’ DeSylva. 

At Lindy’s Ben Bernie (Winchell’s niece) tells the bunch that he was 
looking through an old suit the other day and found his brother in it. 

The play, ‘Quiet Please,” ended after a short run. Could it be that the 
actors were too close to the theatre? 

Certainly miss Broadway Rose with -her beautiful smile—and touch, 

Holly woodiana 

In my next picture I pley opposite Alice Faye—she’s on stage 8 and I'm 
on stage 9. 
| Went to the preview of ‘Tin Pan Alley.” Sat next to Lana Turner. Had 
|g wonderful seat—if you call sitting on Tony Martin’s lap a wonderful seat, 
| While showing Phil Silvers my new home I remarked, ‘You'll be buying 
a home like this some day’. Phil replied, ‘I'll be lucky if I can buy the 
| blueprints’. 

A quickie producer told me that his company had started on a picture 
that afternoon and asked if I wanted to see the preview that night. 

M-G-M uses frozen milk for ice and cornflakes for snow when they shoot 
a winter scene. When the scene melts the extras have breakfast. 

The Hollywood telephone company will run a Christmas special—two 
wrong numbers for a nickel. 


tars 





to 





Radio Dept. 
Hollywood radio comedians have formed a fraternity and plen to build 
a clubhouse. Just a little ‘Home for the Old Jokes’. 
Received my first Christmas present. Fibber McGee sent me a trained 
skunk. With my luck he'll break his training. 

My brother never leaves the house to look for work because he's afraid 
' he might miss the ‘Pot O’ Gold’ program. It's only on one night a week— 
| but he’s not the type to take chances. 

Heard my name used on the Columbia Workshop program over CBS. 
Wrote the producer a note of thanks, and he answered, ‘We couldn't think 
of another name to rhyme with ‘girl’.’ 

Music Dept. 

Bregman, Vocco & Conn has a new patriotic tune titled, ‘He’s My 
Uncle’. A good title for a war tune would be, ‘She’s My Mother-in-Law’. 

Looking at the beautiful scenery with Harry Akst, the tunesmith, I re- 
marked, ‘Don’t those mountains inspire you to song?’ He answered, ‘I'll 
trade those mountains, plus a 32-bar chorus, for a sturgeon sandwich at 
Lindy’s.’ 

It’s not true that Sam Goldwyn told his assistant to find the fellows who 
wrote the music for Walt Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ and offer them more money. 

Hangnai!l Descriptions 
Martha Raye: Out Where the Chest Begins. 
| Barbara Stanwyck: Taylor Maid. 
Jack Benny’s Hairline: 
| Changes Made. 





Ed Wynn: Just a Giggle-O. 
Olsen and Johnson: Lucky Partners. 
Lost Horizon. Baby Sandy: There'll Be Some 


Observation Dept. 
Real estate prices out here are sky high. If you get a speck of dirt in 
your eye, you can sell an option on it for $50. 
Just found out what a cattle rustler is. Something Gene Autry chases he- 
tween songs, 
Maxie Rosenbloom is a very clean liver. 
on his dreams. 
Eavesdropped at The Tropics: ‘She uses perfume like water—and instead 
of it.’ 
Eavesdropped at N. T. G.’s: ‘That guy is so conceited hz has chapped 
lips from kissing mirrors.’ 
| A Vine street hotel proprietor was asked his terms for actors. 
swered that hé never used such language. 
I used to worry about money—but now I have my brothers to relieve me. 
Whatever Became of ? 
Miss Patricola 
McFarland & Palace 
Bernard & Garry 
Afterpiece 
| Tomorrow, in some states, you can talk turkey to a girl and get away 
with it. 


Spicy Stories has an option 


He an- 





Newhoff & Phelps 
Alexander Bros. & Evelyn 
The Le Grohs 





Steve Lynch Workies On 
The R.R., Has Troubles 


S. A. Lynch, now also a big rail- 
|road man through purchase earlier 
this year of the Florida East Coast 
Railway, has been refused permiss 
to operate through trains from New 
| York to Miami by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. Such serv 
ice would be in direct competition 
|to the Atlantic Coast Line and Sea- 
board Air Railway. 

Granted the right to run thro 
trains from Chicago to Miami, how- 
ever, Lynch inaugurated that long 
run Nov. 1, 

Formerly Florida East Coast, con- 
trolled previously by the Flagler in- 
terests, did not operate out of the 
state of Florida. 


SAILINGS 


Nov. 22 (New York to Lima) Cole 
Porter (Santa Clara). : 

Nov. 22 (New York to Bermuda) 
|'Ruth Draper (Santa Paula). 

Nov. 21 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Broderick Crawford, Kay Griffith 
(Matsonia). 


ARRIVALS 


L. A. to N. Y. 


| James Barton. 

Wally Butterworth. 
Humphrey Bogart. 
Bob Burns. 

Virginia Cherrill, 
Alfred Eisner. 
Florence Eldredge. 
Daniel F, Greenhouse, 
Henry Henigson. 
Hedda Hopper. 
Parks Johnson, 
Rosemary Lane. 
Fredric March. 
Mayo Methot. 
Ed Raftery. 
Nate Spingold. 
Leo Spitz. 

Nate Tufts. 

Jean Valerie. 
Herman Wobber. 








on 


igh 
ip: 





N. Y. to L.A. 
Barbara Bennett. 
Constance Bennett. 

Joan Bennett. 

J. Noble Braden. 
Reginald Denham. 
Julis Evans. 
Martin Gang. 
Francis Harmon 
Jed Harris. 











George Cukor directs, with Melvyn | vard, to start a theatre and night 
Douglas and. Conrad Veidt sharing | club. 


| 
top male roleg, Opening is slated. for Dec. 15, | 


Victor Mature. 
Phil Regan. 
Walter Wanger. 


(At the.Port of New York) — 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Berlin, Alice 
Duer Miller, Gloria Swanson. 
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$73 350 From Benefit Rodeo for British 
War Aid; $14,260 for Canada Red Cross 


4 
+ 








Toronto, Nov. 26. 

War benefit rodeo staged in Coli- 
seum here, with Gene Autry contri- 
puting his services, netted $23,350 at 
$5 top, according to N. L. Nathanson, 
president of Famous Players-Cana- 
dian and chairman of the Motion 
Picture War Services Committee. 
Sum has been cabled to the Lord 
Mayor of London for the relief of 
air-raid victims. Show, attended by 
some 24,000, was sponsored by the 
Canadian Picture Pioneers and pro- 
duced by Charles Mavety. A full 
statement of expenses and receip‘s 
will be published within the next 10 
days, according to N. L. Nathanson. 

Cable to the chairman from Sir 
William Coxen, Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, read: ‘Delighted to hear great 
success of rodeo. Please convey to 
all associated my very sincere thanks 
for this splendid help for people suf- 
fering from air raids.’ Nathanson’s 
earlier message had said, in part, ‘We 
in the motion picture industry in 
Canada will continue to do every- 
thing possible to help the war effort 
both here and in England. We are 
proud and happy on this occasion to 
show, in a practical way, our ad- 
miration for the courage and forti- 
tude of the English people.’ 

$14,260 at $4 Top 

Here for a benefit performance 
sponsored by the Junior League in 
aid of the Canadian Red Cross, great- 
est array of stars of stage, screen 
and radio ever seen in this city con- 
verged on this point by plane, train 
and motor car to present a five-hour 
show in two houses to gross an an- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Ed Sullivan Changes 
His Mind; Will Stick 
As N.Y. News Columnist 


Ed Sullivan is ex-editor of the 
Hollywood Reporter before he even 
started. Assurances from Capt. J. M. 
Patterson, publisher of the N. Y. 
Daily News, that Sullivan ‘can stay 
with the News for life’,;swayed the 
Broadway columnist to forego the 
proposition from W. R. Wilkerson, 
publisher of the Reporter, to assume 
editorship of the Hollywood trade 
daily, with the potentiality of a per- 
centage ‘piece’ thereof. 

Sullivan will continue his five col- 
umns weekly for the News; also his 
syndication for 23 dailies serviced 
by the Chi Trib-N. Y. News service. 
At the same time, his continuance on 
the News scotches a flock 
ports anent feeling between Sulli- 
van and sundry other News staffers, 
east and west. 

A business buildup by the Re- 
porter for ‘welcome Ed Sullivan’ ads 
planned for Dec. 2, when he was 
Supposed to take over, will be can- 
celled. Wilkerson, however, is still 
interested in the idea of getting 
somebody to edit his daily, pr yproricnaad 
to devote his major time to opera- 
tion of the Arrowhead Springs Ho- | 
tel, in Southern California, as an | 
adjunct to his Ciro’s, Hollywood. 


Morris Set by Col. 
As ‘Boston Blackie’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Chester Morris was signed by Co- 
lumbia to play the lead in the ‘Bos- 
ton Blackie’ series, based on the old 
mag yarns written by George Ran- 
dolph Chester. 

First of the set is ‘The Return of 
Boston Blackie,’ rolling Dec. 7. 


ss 


WOO FRANK MORGAN 


Maxwell May Drop Dick Powell and 
Mary Martin 























Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

panwell House radio program is 
ng shaken up. Auspices are try- 
ng to lure Frank Morgan back. 

P Both Dick Powell and Mary Mar- 
a may be missing from new setup. 


Keep ’Em Covered 





Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Skimpy costumes in forthcom- 
ing musical pictures are being 
eyed austerely by the Will Hays 
office following a bit of difficulty 
over clothes worn by the chorines 
in ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ at 20th-Fox. 
Metro is editing the garb worn 
by the gals in ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ to 
avoid a scowl from the censors. 
Other musicals under scrutiny 
are ‘No, No, Nanette’ and ‘They 
Met in Argentina’ at RKO. 
20th-Fox whittled 450 feet off 
a harem scene which the Hays 
blue - pencilers considered too 
Oriental for the corn belt. 








of re-| 


Phone-Operator 
Jukeboxes Now 
In Times Square 


First jukeboxes of the tell-it-to- 





THIRD TERM’ KEY 
103. AMER. DRIVE 


Rabble-Rousing Crusade De- 





signed to Hit All Aspects 
of American Film Industry 
Plus Roosevelt Good- 
Neighbor Policy — ‘F or- 
eigners’ (Meaning Yanks) 
Claimed to Be Wrecking 
Continent’s Production 





‘SUPER-PATRIOTS’ 





By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 26. 

A new high-powered drive against 
U. S. films—and anything concerning 
the industry—has ween started by 
Nazis throughout South America 
within the past fortnight. Campaign 
is part of the new anti-Roose- 
velt, anti-Yankee propaganda effort 
launched by the swastika spielers al- 
most as soon as the election returns 
came in. Although the re-election 
was hailed by the general press in 
the most lavish terms, Nazi rags from 
one end of the continent to the other 
struck at the third-term victory as 
‘the worst possible thing that could 





the-operator variety have gone into 
Manhattan spots during the past two 
weeks and are drawing heavy coin | 
from the lads who'll invest a nickel | 
or a dime anytime for something 
new. More than 50 of the machines 
are operating from two central sta- | 
tions in the Times Square area, one 
‘central’ in Harlem one at 23d street | 
and Broadway and one on 14th street | 
near Fifth avenue. 

New angle on the Manhattan in- | 
stallations is that four of the five 
central exchanges are maintained on 
a co-op basis by the juke men, solv- 
ing the problem originally presented | 
by the machines. That was that 10 | 
of them must be bought at a time to | 
obtain the switchboard equipment 
and operate it profitably. 

Ops got together and subscribed to 
stock in an outfit called Play-A- 

(Continued on page 55) 
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JACK WARNER QUITS 
AS RACE TRACK EXEC 


Hollywood, Nov. 26 
Jack L. Warner resigned as chair- 
man of the board of the Hollywood 
Park race track as part of the gen- 


| 


horse business, 

Raoul Walsh and Alfred E. Green 
had already stepped out as board 
members of the same corporation, 
and Hal Roach, one of the founders 
of Santa Anita park, turned in his 
resignation as president several 
weeks ago. 








| Columbia Disks to Give 
Robt. Weede a Big Putsch 


Robert Weede, baritone at the 
Metropolitan Opera and Radio City 
Music Hall, has been signed by Co- 
lumbia to make a series of records. 

It is understood that the records 
will number over 20 sides containing 
the principal baritone arias from 
Weede’s operatic repertoire as well 
as English songs. 
push Weede as its principal operatic 
baritone, taking precedence over 
Nelson Eddy. 


‘Havana’ for Arnaz-Bail 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 








slated to co-star in a musical, ‘Ha- 
vana,’ to be produced by RKO in 
spring. Cuban actor, currently at 
the Roxy, N. Y., will not be avail- 
able for pictures until that time, as 
he has another Broadway musical 
commitment. 

Studio has assigned writers to de- 
velop a Cuban story. 





eral exodus of film execs from the | 


Columbia will | 


Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz are | 


have happened to this continent.’ 
Rabble-rousing crusade is designed 
to hit at every aspect of the Roose- 
velt Good-Neighbor Policy. Films, 
long considered among the greatest 
U. S. good-will builders in South 
(Continued on page 23) 





Unique Decision In 
Favor of Ciggie Co.; 


NAZI PUTSCH ON U.S. PIX 





7 


B'way Legit's Ist Real Sunday Test 


Inconclusive on Actual Possibilities: 


Clicks Get Business, Others N.S.G. 





Vallee a Prof. 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Rudy Valee any minute will 
lecture studes at University of 
California at Los Angeles on 
‘Elements of Showmanship.’ 
Series will keep him thumbing 
through textbooks for many 
weeks, 

Understood he'll tell the un- 
dergrads right off that if they 
haven't got the stuff to stay out 
of show’ biz. 


6th Ave. (N. Y.) 
Subway Has Yet 
To Hypo Sector 


With the Sixth Avenue subway of 
the Independent system set to begin 
operations shortly, new facelifting of 

















business structures along Sixth is 
under way. One structure, a tax- 
payer, has been completed at 47th 
street while buildings across from 
the RCA buildings already have 
been revamped and streamlined. 

In the new construction program 
along Sixth Avenue, thus far the 
show business has been overlooked, 





the Music Hall and Center being the 


only present large theatres deemed 
adequate to take care of any 
inew biz Miami, near 46th, is a 


Dot Stone Loses Suit 


Liggett & Myers, 
terfield cigarettes, and Newell- 
Emmett & Co., Inc., ad agency for 
the company, won a victory in the 
Appellate Division of the N. Y. 
preme court last week in Dorothy 
| Stone’s action Over rights to cer- 
| tain shorts, produced to plug Ches- 
|terflelds. Five-judge court 
|down a unanimous revers 
lower court which had upheld the 
plaintiff’s contention that she was 
entitled to damages because holding 
so-called original rights to the idea 
incorporated in the shorts. 
Decision is viewed as important 
not only to all in radio but also gen- 

satan on page 55) 


RED SKELTON OPTIONED; 
HE SCRAMS B’WAY PAR 


Metro has picked up Red Skelton’s 
option for a term deal, so he'll can- 
cel two weeks at the Paramount, 
N. Y., and four weeks at the Earle, 
Washington, to go into the new Wil- 
liam Powell-Myrna Loy picture Dec. 
12. Currently at the New York house, 
the comedian will close there Dec. 10 
and fly to the Coast. 

Skelton made a single picture for 
Metro and the studio had an option 
for several years, at six-month in- 
tervals. This will be the first six- 
month _ stretch. William Morris 
agency handled the deal. 


makers of Ches- 


Su- 


| 








Ray Goetz Headquarters 
In N.Y. for Selznick Agcy. 


E. Ray Goetz, associated with 
Myron Selznick’s agency in Holly- 
wood, will headquarter in New York 
and, coincidentally, produce ‘Brook 
Into River.’ It’s a play adaptation 
|from the French of Claude Andre 
| Puget’s ‘Happy Days.’ 
| Irvin Marks, longtime Paris rep 
| tor many U. S. film and stage in- 





agency in N. Y., working with Goetz, 

and specializing on foreign talent for 
the American market, along with na- 
tive writers, players, et al. 


} 


handed | 
al of the | 


grind picture house, with a foreign- 
language picture policy. 

No new theatre additions present- 
ly are in sight, the old Waldorf on 
50th street, sandwiched between the 
Music Hall and the Roxy, currently 
being shuttered. Any trend towards 
Sixth avenue of show business prob- 
ably would bring a new 
this film house, which last was op- 


erated on a grind, subsequent-run 
policy. 

Most changes in the immediate 
future probably will be new tax- 


two 
ducking 
to save 
subway 


streamlined 
buildings, 
idea in order 


payer structures, 
and three-story 
the skyscraper 
taxes. New Sixth avenue 
line will connect lower 
and Brooklyn with 
upper Manhattan 


the Bronx and 


Drive to tear down the Sixth 
avenue elevated as an eyesore be- 
gan back in 1932, soon after the 


first modern buildings of Radio City 
were completed. 

Tenants of the RCA and RKO 
buildings will have direct entrance 


| to the new subway line via the base- 


| were unsettled. 


ments of their structures. 


DENHAM’S BLIND PIC 
CONTRACT WITH KORDA 


Reginald Denham, English play- 
wright-director, left by train Friday 
(22) for the Coast to fill a scripting 
commitment for Alexander Korda. 
Deal was made by phone with the 
producer in Hollywood and details 
All Denham knows 


| is that he will work on a script for 


| Merle Oberon. 


| 


'own London success, 
| terests, will align with the Selznick | 


He has no idea how 
long the contract will be for. For- 
merly head of the Phoenix studios in 
England, Denham worked with 
Korda there some years ago. 

Co-author with Edward Percy of 
the currently-touring ‘Ladies in Re- 
tirement’ and other plays, Denham 
has recently been collaborating by 
cable with Percy on a new play to 
be called ‘Tomorrow We Smile.’ He 
was also adapting for the U. S. his 
‘First Night.’ 
He had planned to produce both on 
Broadway. 

This is his 
wood, although he has been in the 
U. S. several times before. 


tenant for | 


Manhattan | 


and also Queens. | 


first trip to Holly- | 


First Sunday (24) of regular 
Broadway legit was _ inconclusive. 
Starting around six o'clock there 
was a rush of patronage for some 
shows, upsetting the dope indicated 
by light advance sales. Gloomy 
weather doubtless kept down the 
number of visitors to Broadway, but 
the play fare offered was nothing to 
brag about. None of the new musi- 
cals were shown and most of the 
shows which made the Sabbath 
plunge are of moderate money rat- 
ing. Considerable interest was evi- 
dent, however, during the afternoon 
at boxoffices where the more popu- 
lar plays on the card are running. 

In all, 11 shows went on Sunday 
night, but two were benefits, ‘Kind 
Lady’ (Playhouse) being for the 
Stage Relief and ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
(Cort) for the Actors Fund. Such 
presentations usually have a draw 
quite different from that expected 
for regulation performances. Of 
the nine shows regarded as pro- 
viding the first Sunday test, ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (Winter Garden) and ‘It 
Happens on Ice’ (Center) were the 
only musicals. Straight shows were: 
‘Beverly Hills’ (Fulton), ‘Blind Al- 
ley’ (Windsor), ‘George Washington 
Slept Here’ (Lyceum, best of the 
newer plays), ‘Johnny Belinda’ (Bele 

(Continued on page 52) 


NEXT ‘SAINT’ PICTURE 
TO BE MADE IN LONDON 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

| “The Saint’s Vacation,’ next of the 
| Saint series of detective stories at 
| RKO, will be released without the 
| presence of the title character, played 
| by George Sanders. 

Shooting is slated in England, fea- 
|turing battle-scarred backgrounds, 
|Sanders is in Hollywood. Feature 
|marks the resumption of British pro- 
| duction by RKO after several months 
of inactivity. 
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WB Now Terms Amended Dramatists’ 


Pact “Too Tough: 


An unlooked for complication arose 
fn connection with the amended 
Dramatists Guild contract provisions 
affecting film rights of shows backed 
by picture companies. Objection 
was voiced by Warners, which had 
been most active in healing the 
breach between Hollywood and 
Broadway. Other picture people 
were somewhat surprised over the 
Warners angle, but said that, as the 
managers and authors had okayed 
the revisions, no further changes 
could be made at this time. 

While other film firms are proceed- 
ing with plans to back legiters, War- 
ners called a halt. Firm was consider- 
ing financing ‘Hot Nocturne,’ but it 
was reported the deal was nixed. 
Picture execs believe the point 


raised might not be adverse to the | 


Slm end except in unusual in- 
stances, if at all, but WB says that 
there are a number of provisions | 
not acceptable ana that ‘it is too| 
tough a contract’ to operate under. | 

Principal complaint appears to be 
over a ‘ceiling’ for film rights, suov- 
posed to be set at $200,000. 
the amended rules there is no limit, 
but if the amount of rights money, 
dependent on the length of the en- 


gagement, reached the $200,000 mark | 


the additional rights money is to 
come out of the play’s profits, not 
that of the picture company’s. 
Phrasing of the provision is that 
such additional money shall be 
turned over to the film arbiter, to 
be computed by stipulated percent- 
age of the gross or half of the profits, 
whichever shall be less. 

Up to the $200,000 level, the film 
end pays for the rights according 
to a schedule. For film-backed plays 
the minimum advance on the pic- 
ture rights is $5,000. If the show 
runs two weeks, rights money is 
$7,500 and jumps to $15,000 if play- 
ing three weeks. Backer, however, 
is permitted to withdraw after the 
first or second week, with no further 
liability. Money for the rights is 
to be paid each week to the arbiter 
by the backer, amount being com- 
puted according to the cost of pro- 
duction and the amount of the gross. 
Author’s royalties are in no way 
connected with the rights schedule. 


The managerial share of the 
rights money is refunded on the} 
basis of 40%, 60% going to the} 
author. Amount which is returned 


the picture company depends on the 


the actual producer. 


| 
ED | 


Gordon Would Like 
To Unload Some Oi 
His Theatres, Sez He 





- 


jing to 


Under 


Calls Off Legit Plans 





, 


Buck Goes to Palm 
Springs 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Mr. Happy Hemmingway, 
Federal Relief Project, N. Y. 
Dear Happy: 

Well, Happy, it’s a ill wind that 
blows nobody good and I musta 
fallen in a quackmire and come out 
covered with a Earl Benham suit... 
First off I wins a big parlay just be- 
fore the law busts in and throws 
everybody in the bucket and the 
gang all knew same was coming and 
ducked but me, as I has a old saying, 
|‘Never change horse rooms in the 
|middle of a stream.’ So I wins the 
'bet and the beard saved me from go- 
the clink as the coppers 
‘thought I was Gabby Hayes in the 
makeup and gave me a pass. The 
|coppers here all favors there pet 
|actor, and Hedy Lamarr and Spencer 
|'Tracy would be aquitted without the 














|jury leaving the box if they mur- 
| dered a casting director—and it ain’t 
/a bad idea. 

Well I aint home too minutes when 
the phone rings and the landlady 
says it’s for me, and who is it but 
|Tom McCarey’s young son Ray who 
| is a director and he says, ‘Put on the 
| best you have,’ which I had on al- 
ready, ‘and hop over to the Western 
| Ave. studio,” which made me think it 
| was a western, but no! It was a who- 
|dunit and I was supposed to be a 
| Park Ave. doctor, and the producer 


it costs a quarter check to kip down 
there in the cheapest, which is 12 
smackers at night, so what does I do 
but call on Eddie Goulding, who has 
five cottages, and he puts me up in 
one on the cuff for free and I spends 
the day in shorts at the Miramar pool 
las I looks all right in shorts the same 
|as Hitchcock, the director, who would 
make two of me and ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent‘ at the same time. 

I has a grate time only I is puzzled 
all day as everyone is saying ‘Hello 
Jim’ to me and one monkey says, 
‘Hello Jim, how’s May,’ and I says, 
‘Swell,’ and I am still in the dark un- 
til the leading man, who is passing 
the time away down here as a gas 





me of Jim Timoney, Mae West's 
manager,’ and I says, ‘Maybe I am, 
'can you cash a check?’ We all goes 
over to The Dunes, which is a night 
club at Cathedral City near by and 
I wins 30 dollars shooting craps 
which same I still has. 

When I gets back to the rooming 
house the landlady asts me to ast you 
if you will please send that matress 
back and all will be forgiven. 

Yours truly, 


Six New Films 
Start at Coast 











Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
‘They Met in Argentina’ went into 





two 


| lot, following the completion of 


station attendant, says, “You remind | 


Major Studios 


| 


Purity Squad to Police Producers 
Of Shady Slotters; Drop to Jit Seen 





Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Drive to purge the slotfilm pro- 
duction ranks of sharpshooters who 
| would peril the infant industry's 
| growth by flooding the market with 
lewd product is under way in Holly- 
‘wood, now as definitely established 


as the capital of the soundies field as 
‘it is of the talker empire. Leading 
the cleanup push are such 35 mm, 
showmen as Cecil B. DeMille, James 
Roosevelt and his top aide, Henry 
Henigson, and J. Frank Shea and 
Floyd Bolton, all of whom have cast 
their lots with the 16 mm, enter- 
prise. 

A producers organization, pat- 
terned after the Hays group setup, is 
now in the formative stage, with 
Shea, former Paramount and Fox 
distribution exec, leading the clean- 
up forces. Plan is to take in as 
members only the more financially- 
stable 16 mm. producers who will 
operate under a purity code that 
parallels almost word for word that 
which now governs the major pic- 
ture studios, 

Behind the movement is the hue 
and cry being raised by Parent- 
Teachers associations in Southern 
California, which threatens to spread 
into a nationwide movement unless 
the slotties clamp down on those re- 
sponsible for the influx of lascivious 
subjects currently being projected 
in cocktail bars in this area. Aware 
that immoral and even suggestive 
spools can easily seal the doom of 








_work yesterday (Mon.) at RKO after | the industry and wipe out their in- 
days of non-production on the | vestments, DeMille, Roosevelt, Hen- 


igson, Shea and Bolton, backed by 


|takes one look at yours truly and he Harold Lloyd’s ‘A Girl, a Guy and a | others of the same calibre, are los- 


'says, ‘He would be grate if we was 


doing the life of Winnie Sheehan as 
he is a dead ringer’—so I got the 
part! Well I is supposed to be the 
father of a society girl and another 


young squirt doctor is in love with | 
|lenses at 20th-Fox with John Ford 


same. McCarey tells me to be care- 
ful of my diction and cut out all the 
seens and dones. He puts a pair of 
cheaters on me and a scarf to hide a 
couple of my jowls, and the opening 
shot shows me looking through a 
microscope, so for a laugh I puts my 
contract under same to make by sal- 
ary look larger, but the gag laid 
there, | 


So I says to McCarey 
me gagging the script 


, ‘What about 
up.” and he 


says, ‘You have it gagged up already | 
arrangements between the latter and | and it’s a good thing that Lefty Huff | 


unanimous.” For once I keeps my 


|trap shut, although it sounds like a | 


crack to me, but who am I to walk 
out on 20th Century-Fox. I says, 
‘Okay, chief, and who am I supposed 


| e és : . 
ito be in love with in the picture,’ | 


land he says, ‘You should be in love 
with your agent as he is a wizard of 
overstatement.’ 

| Well, 


Happy, here is the punch 


| Gob.’ Other films slated to start 
| within the next two weeks are ‘The 
| Devil and Miss Jones,’ ‘How to Meet 


'a Man’ and David Butler’s untitled 


horse story. 
‘Tobacco Road’ went before the 
directing and Charles Grapewin, 
Marjorie Rambeau and Gene Tier- 
ney heading the cast. 
Ralph Murphy, director, gave the 
go signal to ‘Las Vegas Nights’ at 


|ing no time in moving 
|remedy for the situation. 
Action by these 16 mm. 


toward a 


producers 





$35 00 GAVE WB 


| 


Paramount after several days of pre- | 


recording by Tommy Dorsey and his 
band. Featured are Allan Jonés and 


| Bert Wheeler. 
Too Late 


‘Four Cents a Word,’ with John 
Shelton and Virginia Gray in the top 
roles, got under way at Metro un- 
der Busby Berkeley’s direction. 


Edward Dmytryk rolled ‘Edge of 


likes you as otherwise it would be! Running Water, a Boris Karloff 


horror picture at Columbia. Amanda 
Duff has the femme lead. 

‘Prodigy,’ new Dr. Christian fea- 
ture, started (25) by Stepbens-Lang, 
| with Erle C. Kenton directing. 

Looking for better weather con- 
ditions, Metro has shoved back the 
start of production on two features 
until next spring. ‘The Yearling’ is 
for extensive location in 


| 


' scheduled 


Julius Gordon, president of the | Instead of a actress playing the so- | Florida and ‘Adventures ot Pierre’ is 


Jefferson Amusement chain in east- 
ern Texas, which is affiliated with 


ciety daughter of mine, who do you 
think they has cast for same? Nobody 


slated for Canadian backgrounds 
Under the new plans, Edgar Selwyn, 


ar: arrive j New 7 a — * ‘nN: ’ 
varemount, arrived in New York | but a real society girl from the Stork | Originally assigned to handle ‘Pierre, 
Monday (25) on matters concerning | C]yp named Cobina Wricht. Jr.. and | Will send ‘Get a Horse’ into produc- 


his circuit and will remain a week. 
He stated the Jefferson organiza- 
tion was not building any additional 
theatres but instead would like to 
sell or give away some that it now 
has. Being in a portion of the terri- 
tory that was affected by last sum- 


tna 


mer’s bad floods in the southwest and 


she is not only marvelous but as 
;nervous as Max Baer in there with 
| Joe Louis. Well we take a few shots 
|and the next day they signs ag@lamour 


girl up for a year on account of her | 


looking so good alongside of me. and 
I says to the still man, ‘Make a couple 


tion in the meanwhile. 





Capek’s ‘Worid’ Themes 


| 





Louisiana, theatre business was in- 1j 
ns ~ ag Me 0 any ; was In- | and I am sending one of the pictures | Basis for the storv of ¢] 1 
re y that along wit 2 si- , — . 
?) long with other busi- | to that certain party who gave me moe re Maange Poagace 2:8 
nesses. Last week's floods also no! the brushoff. and will s} ey ee Max Fleischer feature-length car- 
: ; : : } ¢ - an Wl sne Urn as , . 
help. Otherwise Texas is in good |Cobina has her arms around “-| toon, to be turned out for Para- 
ine ldS ner arn around me in : 4 
shape. 9 father] mount, is the Karel Canek fantasy 
a fatherly sort of way like I saw a Wsage ‘oat 
va i eal \ < ‘Worl: 4 ive ° ha oO 
blonde on the Boulevard last night ae - a 


ERROL FLYNN’S LIBEL SUIT 


$2,°00,.000 Claim Over 
thoress’ Book 


A libel suit for $2,000,000 damages 
by Errol Flynn against Harcourt, 


& Boden Co., Inc., printers, and Con- 
stancia de la Mora, authoress, 
revealed yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. 
supreme court when Justice Isidor 
Wasservogel ordered the actor to 
post a bond of $250 to cover costs. 
Flynn charges libel] in Miss de la 
Mora’s book, ‘In Place of Splendor,’ 
dealing with the authoress’ experi- 
ences in the Spanish revolution 

Intimation in the book is that 
Flynn used the suffering and plight 
of the Spanish people to gain pub- 
licity during a visit to Spain. The 
authoress is a Communist of Spanish 
aristocracy, whose husband headed 
the Loyalist government’s air force. 
She is now in exile, while her book 
is in its fifth printing, according to 
Fiynn’s attorney, Nathan Elman. 


Spanish Au- 


was | 


|and he is grayer than I is. 


\ 


checkup. Palm Springs looks 


doing likewise with Mack Sennett— 


As soon as I gets my dukes on the 
| coconuts I gets in the car and heads 
|for Palm Springs, as all stars go to 
Palm Springs after a picture for a 
like 
Brace & Co., Inc., publishers, Quinn Cicero without the delicatessens and! the year. 


adapted by unrevealed writers with 
considerable freedom to suit the 
| requirements for the picture. 

the yarn. Hoagy Carmichael 
production on 
roll, under 


which will 





} 





|| British tleup shows 
| 


Pp Sree eRess 22ERTE FOIL SUUORS UP... eee 
| 
| 


| Dave Rose de Thursday... 
| 


ee es 
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|| ‘Quiet, Please,’ loss over $50,000 
| 





| Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


| Two Hollywood-localed plays fuld 
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Norman Corwin did some work on 
has 
written all the music for the cartoon. 
begin to 
plans, around the first of 


‘WASHINGTON’ 


Deal for screen rights to ‘George 


| Washington Slept Here,’ Broadway 


|  Fleischer’s 2d Cartoon’ 


of Cobina and me,’ and he does same | 


legiter, was closed by Warner Bros. 
over the weekend. 
$85,000 and accepted a proviso that 
the film will not be released until 
the show has completed its run. 
Play, currently in its fifth week at 
the Lyceum, N. Y., is by George S. 


Kaufman and Moss Hart. Authors 
asked $100,000, but accepted the 
lower figure after bidding by WB 


and Columbia, last two studios in the 
race, came to a standstill. Col offered 
$75,000 top, with WB taking the play 


They paid about | months 





by boosting the ante another $10,000. | 


Paramount was also in, but dropped 


out when the big numbers were 
reached. 
Kaufman-Hart are due on the 


Coast next spring for the film adap- 
tation of their previous sale, 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ on which 
they wili hold producer reins 
Warners. ‘Washington’ is a comedy 
about rural life in Bucks county, Pa., 
where both of the authors have 
homes, 
Femme ‘Penrod’ 


ested in screen rights to ‘Janie,’ novel 
by Josephine Bentham which was 
published Monday (25). It’s the story 
of a 16-year-old gal who is said to 
be the counterpart of Booth Tark- 
ington’s ‘Penrod,’ 

Number of companies are also in- 
terested in a wait-and-see way in 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Emlyn Williams 
play which opened last night (Tues- 
day) at the National, N. Y. They 
all caught it in London and believe it 
has film possibilities, but want to see 
how it takes in this country before 
making bids. : 





| Story Buys 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Warners bought the rights to ‘Mur- 
der on the Second Floor,’ once filmed 
| in England. 
| 20th-Fox purchased ‘The Golden 


Continental Pictures. 





Wallace to RKO 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Richard Wallace, director, moved 
from RKO to Columbia to handle 


early in January. 





| Touch,’ a novel by Steven Longstreet. | 
Martha Chanin sold an original ‘to | 


‘The | 


at | 


follows close on the heels of 
DAILY VARIETY’s expose of the un. 
healthy conditions existing within 
the business, revelations based on 
survey of automatic projector manu. 
facturing and slottie production and 
exhibition throughout the Southern 
California sector. Among other 
things disclosed by the investigation 
is that hundreds of operators of hard 
drink dispensaries in the territory 
are holding off on the installation of 
machines until such a time as they 
are assured a steady flow of subjects 
suitable for mixed audiences. 
Liquor Licenses Periled 

In addition to being personally Op- 
posed to the screening of vulgar and 
even suggestive reels, these bar 
owners are fearful of the attitude 
that the State Board of Equalization, 
which controls their liquor licenses, 
might assume toward the immoral 
brand of soundies. 

Spread of coin-in-the-slot flickers 
across the country is momentarily 
being held back by several factors, 
according to both box manufacturers 
and soundie producers, chief among 
which are: 

1. Present high price of the pro- 
jectors, which now range from $650 
to $750, allowing for certain dis- 
counts for distributors ordering in 
job lots. 

2. The failure of the engineers to 
iron out kinks as speedily as they 
had hoped, thus delaying the start 
of mass manufacture, and, as a re- 
sult, blocking promised early cost 
reductions, 

3. Lack of sufficient film subjects 
to permit frequent changes of pro- 
grams. 

4. Delays in elevating the enter- 
tainment and production qualities of 
the soundies, which must eventually 
be put on a level with those con- 
tained in modern 35-mm. talkers. 

5. Slowness of box makers to de- 
velop selectivity, so that prospective 
patrons can screen the subject they 
want to see without having to drop 
into the slots all the dimes neces- 
sary to spin the reel to the desired 
number. 

Selectivity, 
Mills execs, 
box 


it is pointed out by 
DeMille and by other 
manufacturers,’ is only six 
away. In fact, they insist 
it is already here, and will be added 
to the projectors as soon as tests 
prove it to be fool-proof. 

Jits for Juke Slots 

With the coming of 
they claim, the land will be dotted 
with film jukers, for, by that time, 
they believe, mass production of the 
machines will be a realization, per- 


selectivity, 


mitting lower prices for the pro- 
jectors. Simultaneously, the stand- 
ard of the films themselve ll have 
been upped. Besides, they add, 
nickels will start the reels unwind- 
ing instead of the dimes now in 
vogue. 

Projector manufacturers are con- 


vinced that the film boxes will drive 


the nickel phonographs from the 
scene. They are. basing their 
|prophecy on the strength of their 


Metro and Paramount both inter- | 


view that they will be able to give 
customers better music on celluloid 
than they are now getting via the 
discs, with the added lure of the 
visio angle, the whole wrapped up 
and delivered for what the public is 


|}now paying for automatic music 
alone. 

Meanwhile, there will be no let 
|ting up in the campaign to brush 
the dirt from the slotties. DeMil 
land his competitors feel that the! 
have a gadget that some day will 
rival the talkers themselves in 


|ger the growth of the undertak 





profit-grabbing 
they will permit 


posg ibilities, 
noth 


ng to e! 

ng, 
ry ay 
time 


even 
mean 
being, 


latt 
Sido 


the lewd 
earnings for 


though 
fatter 


es 
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New Slotfilm Outfit 

Has ‘5c Movie’ Slogan 
Los Angeles, Nov. 26. 

‘What the country needs is a good 
5¢ movie,’ is the slogan of Nickel 
Talkies, Inc., a new slotfilm outfit 
organized to compete with the dime- 
in-the-slotties by Frank Albertson 
and Jerry Colonna, actors; Harold 
Schuster and Thornton Freeland, ¢'- 


|rectors, and Bruce Krox and Don- 
| avin Miller on the sales end. 


the Charles R. Rogers production, | 
‘A Girl’s Best Friend Is Wall Street,’ ell, will retail at $750 siagly, with 


Projectors, made by Bell & How 


prices cut for buyers of lJ or more. 


Pilot recently completed ‘A Girl, | Outfit plans to produce its own pit 
a Guy and a Gob’ for Harold Lloyd. | tures. 
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Non-Owning Producers in UA Will 
Get Considerable More Voice in Co. 


Management, Sales Policies, Etc. 


Change in the manner of operation | 
of United Artists, . to give consider- 
able more voice In management to | 
the non-owning producers, will re- 
sult from meetings on the Coast and 
in New York last week. Seven pro- 
ducers got together for a confab in 
Holly wood, whiie five of their east- 
ern reps gathered at the UA home- 
office to discuss common interests. 

The two meetings were the first | 
of their type ever held by UA’s 
indie producers. Plans were laid for 
more of them in the future, although | 
no intensive organization was set | 

| 





up. Dissatisfaction with the man- 
agement of the UA sales depart- 
ment is back of the conclaves. It | 
was stressed on both coasts, however, | 
that the purpose of the get-togethers 
is not carping, but to get construc- | 
tive suggestions before UA heads. 


Although the sales department | 
difficulties are momentarily at the | 
fore, there’s a larger idea in the, 
minds of the producers. They feel | 
that the five owners of the company | 
are turning out an insignificant num- | 
ber of pictures, while the indies are | 
counting for'the real success of the | 
company and thus should have a| 
greater voice in management. 

Meetings coincided with the an- 
nual gathering of the UA stockhold- 
ers in Los Angeles last week. Get- 
together of the owners was advance- 
ballyhooed as something that would 
rival in noise and thrills a combined 
football game-Fourth of July cele- 
bration, but a lot of oil poured on 
troubled waters by UA chief Murray 
Silverstone made it something of a 
dud. Although Mary Pickford and 
Alexander Korda did personals at 
the opening session last Tuesday 
(19) to keep it from becoming a | 
strictly proxy affair, not even they 
saw fit to attend the closing gather- 
ing on Saturday (23). Only spice in 
the program was a bit of heckling 
that Sam Goldwyn contributed to 
the initial huddle via his representa- 
tive, James Miilvey. 

Small Calls Conclave 

Non-owning producer meetings 
overshadowed in importance any- 
thing developing out of the stock- | 
holder conclave. Producers who got | 
together in Walter Wanger’s office | 
on the Coast last Wednesday (20) 
were Edward Small, who sponsored | 
thy meet, Sol Lesser, Hal Roach, | 
David Loew, Richard Rowland and 
Henry Henigson, representing James 
Roosevelt. Death of Wanger’s moth- 
er-in-law in the east precluded his 
attendance. Group will get together 
again this week, when it will elect 
a chairman to act as contact with 
the homeoffice. Wanger, Small and 
Lesser are under consideration for 
the post. 

Eastern meeting was attended by 

J. Milstein, representing Small; 
David Griesdorf, repping Roosevelt; 
Harry Kosiner, repping Wanger: 


T 
wv. 


Fred McConnell, for Lesser, and Ed 
Peskay, rep for Roach. 

Vote of confidence was given by 
the producers to Silverstone 
Operation of company affairs, while 
the eastern reps, who have dail; 
dealings with the sales department 
©€xpressed complete confidence in 
Arthur W. Kelley, new sales chief. 
Much sincere respect for his abil- 
ity and the certainty that he w 


Straighten out the muddled 

th J ° 

the department was voiced, 
Blame Sales Setup 


Was 


State ol 


There 


spent 


considerable venom 
past management of the 
depart: ment, the producer reps point- 
ing out that producers are sutfering 
because of bad feeling engendered 
y UA mechanics of distribution for 
Which they are not responsible. They 
think they are taking a rap unjustly 
and it’s reflecting on the deals they 


on 


are getting from exhibs. 

Another purpose of the producer 
Set-together is for greater coopera-, 
tion, which it is hoped will end con- 
flicts in types of pictures. Best ex- 
ample is the mixup between Wanger 
and Small. While Wanger was 


readying the script of ‘So Gallantly 


| . . 
' siderable coin 


stockholder 
| disci 


| holders’ 
Murray Silverstone will remain tw 


| Lynn 


| York 
| features to 


| than 


Gleaming,’ in which he has con- 
invested, Small came 
through with ‘Kit Carson.’ The two 
st0ries have similar characters and 
take in the-same period. Had a pro- 
ducer confab been held, either Small 
would have held up ‘Carson’ 
Wanger wouldn't have 
heavily ‘Gleaming.’ 

Silverstone presided 
meeting in 


or 
invested 
in 
over 
Hollywood, 
ussing 
ies the possible effect 
Charles 
counse] 


Present were 
UA general 


Schwartz, 
and envoy of 


|Charles Chaplin; Loyd Wright, sub- 


bing for Miss Pickford; Mulvey, dit- 
toing for Goldwyn; George Bagnall 


| serving as listening post for Korda, 


and Harry Bardt, Bank of America 
j trust department exec, sitting in for 
the heirs of Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 


Silverstone Stays West 


Hollywood, Nov. 286. 

United Artists secre- 
left yesterday (Monday) for 
York after attending stock- 
meeting here last week. 


Ed Raftery, 
tary, 
New 


weeks for talks with UA producers, 


| while Charles Schwartz has gone to 


Palm Springs for the next 10 days. 
Silverstone will confer with Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker, currently 


+ 





'Britishers Don’t Want It In- 
vested in Native Thea- 


tion Underwriting, How- 
ever 





the | 


with the UA owner-prox- | 
of the con- 
; sent decree on distribution policies. 


| problem 


MAXWELL’S HOLDINGS 


London, Nov. 26. 
While negotiations are still pend- 
ing between the American film com- 


panies and the British 


drawals from Great Britain for the 
year commencing this past Nov. 1, 
considerations are being given *o the 
of the impounded iiunds, 
currently withheld, which are re- 
ported close to $25,000,000. At the 
expiration of the year’s agreement, 
on Oct. 31, last, there was a credit 
balance in excess of $19,000,000 to the 
account of U. S. companies. 

Latest report to American com- 
panies, through the U. S. Embassy in 
London, is that withdrawals for the 
current year will be fixed at $12,000,- 





| 


006. Sums in excess of that figure 
will be frozen. If American dis- 
tributors continue serving British 





Board of | 
| Trade as to the maximum cash with- 


| theatres at current film rentals and | 


| funds held 


producing for RKO, on a distribution | 


pact for their future output. He'll 
also take up matter of granting Ben 
Hecht and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
a three-picture-a-year deal. 
Monroe’ Greenthal, 
Farnol 
in 
to 


succeeding 
UA ad-pub chief, 

(24) from 
line up campaigns on 
be released during the 
months of 1941, 


as 


planed Sunday 


first six 





PROFIT MAY 
TOP $6,000,000 


Paramount 
higher in the present, 
final quarter, than 
year, according to 
ports. Claimed that both the thea- 
tre department and picture distri 
bution division are doing bettter 
at any other period in 1940. 
Par reported $4,810,000 net profit for 
the first three quarters, with $1,726,- 
000 of coming from the third 
quarter ending last September. 

Although the company reported 
$3,874,944 in 1939, a material pickup 
1938, if tl present earnings 


nes 


earnings are running 
fourth and 
at any time this 


Wall Street re- 


this 


over 1e 


rate 


$6,000,000. 


WOULD EXAMINE KENT 
IN TEMPLE FILM SUIT 


Application was made Friday (22) 
to the N. Y. supreme court by Izola 
Forrester and Mann Page to examine 
Sidney R. Kent, president of 
Century-Fox, before trial on Dec. 2. 
Action by the plaintiffs against the 
film company is scheduled for trial 
Jan. 1, 1941. 

Suit claims plagiaris 
play, ‘Joyous,’ in ‘The 
Rich Girl.’ Plaintiffs’ 
submitted to the defendant in 
ber, 1934, and rejected, and it al- 
leged the Shirley Temple starrer of 
two years later was lifted from ‘Joy- 
ous. An injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages are sought. 


vy .* 
tina 


ittle 
was 
Octo- 


m of plaint 
Poor L 


script 


is 


New | 


PAR’S YEAR NET 


20th | 


numbers 
nually, 


of pictures released an- 
it is anticipated that the total 
in Britain to the credit 
of American companies will reach 
$45,000,000 by Nov. 1, 1941. 
two-year period, withdrawals will be 
approximately $29,500,000. 


In the} 


Probabilities are that regulations | 
soon will be laid down in Great | 
Britain indicating the investment 
channels to which the impounded 


| millions of American credits may be 


| diverted. Each month that the war 
continues igs regarded as an addi- 
tional blockade against transfer of 


| funds. 

Suggestions that the cash shall be 
invested in British film theatres have 
been received unsympathetically in 
Britain, where fear is expressed that 
| American concerns may obtain too 

great a financial grip on the English 
exhibition organization. On the other 
i hand, encouragement is being given 


mAY 


!to any plan which would divert the 
1ds into Britis4 producing. 

ABPC Angle 

| Reports reached New York this 
| week that certain London agent 
were sounding out American inter- 
ests in behalf of heirs of the late John 
Maxwell, organizer and operator of 
Associated British Picture Corp., one 
of the largest film enterprises in 
Great Britai Under current re- 


strictions it is stated that howevel 
attractive a purchase of all or part 
of the Maxwell interests might be, 
sale of his holdings to an American 
company would not be approved 
Ne officials of the Associated 
British Pictures Corp. are R. G 
Simpson, chairman, W. D. Scrim- 
ger ) i al Eric 
I i i ecto A] 
ive 4 ) € € 
VMaxwe ‘ 
ent 
So > £ ri€ € yf 
Brit 4 fl relat ¢ 
expe 1 Dave Ro ara 
) 1 ve 
Yi to I 
lay He is conversa i 
leve ents 


$12,000,000 Final British 


Offer on Pix Coin for "41 

Following a two-hour huddle at 
the Hays office Monday (25), major 
company foreign chiefs took no de- 
cision on what is purported to be 
Great Britain’s final offer on frozen 
coin Foreign managers want time 
to study the lengthy, involved doc 
ment, and may take no action until 
later this week. Understood that the 
British government offer is to per- 
mit the major companies to with- 
draw from the British Isles around 
| $12,000,000 during the year starting 


tres, Fearing Monopoly—_ last Nov. 


Would Favor Film Produc- 


|to re-equip a theatre for 








Some $950,000 i 





1, with approximately $24.- | 
000,000 kept frozen there for the 
war’s duration. During first year of 
cash embargo $17,500,000 was with- | 
held, plus $1,500,000 additionally | 
credited to the Universal company. 
British frozen-coin agreement was | 
received over the weekend. Report 
was circulated in the trade that this | 
is the last offer from England, with 
the implication that U. S. distributors 
‘could take it or leave it.’ No denial 
or confirmation could be obtained on 
this angle. But indications this week 
are that American distributors are 
not satisfied with $12,000,000 ~ or 
thereabouts, especially since it like- 
ly’ would be divided among eight 
major companies, including Univer- 
sal, not counted in on the $17,500,000 
permitted withdrawn during the 12- 
month period ending last Oct. 31. 


Suggestion that a counter-proposal | 
might be made to the British gov- | 
ernment was seen in the fact that 
England's governing body meets. 
again today (Wednesday) when this | 
might be taken up. 


WB VITASOUND, 
IMPROVED 
BY RCA 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Vitasound, a new idea in sound 
projection developed jointly by 
Warners and RCA, was given a press 
preview at the Burbank studio and 
convinced a lot of newspaper critics 
that there is something novel in the 
technique of picture production 
Major Nathan Levinson, chief of the 
Warners sound department, turned 
the new development on an old pic- 





ture, ‘The Sister:,’ which featured 
an earthquake (fire) and gave the 
scribes an idea of what a real tem- 
blor is 

Improvement on the old sound 
technique refines or heightens the 


ill. It costs about $2,500 
Vit 
process of converting 
nerally will be slowed up by 
the national defense program, which 


ynes at W 
asound, 
but the tl 


atres ge 


i] 


has heavy calls on RCA and other 
manufacturers of sound machinery 
The same thing is delaying the ne 
Walt Disney-RCA Fantasound fo! 
‘Fantasia.’ 

Fi theatres to be equipped wit 
bas are the WB Strand, New 


York, and Warners, Hollywood 
to get the benefit the 
a short subject featur 
Busse’s orchestra. Next 
are ‘Four Mothers’ an 
Fe Trail.’ 


RIFKIN NEW MONOGRAM 
V.-P., SUCCEEDS LOACH 


of 


1S 


H d f 
H in Rifkin, Owne f 
eatre New England ) 
as vice-president of Mor 
Picture succeeding Thoma y 
Loach, who resigned. 
Mel Hulling, Pacific Coast manage: 


for Monogram, took Loach’s place on 
the board of directors. tay £E. 
Young was named treasurer in the 
series of shifts meade at a board 
meeting last week. 

Samuel (Steve) Broidy was named 
icceed Edward Golden as general 
manager for Monogram. Golden 
turned in his resignation, effective 
Dec. 1, and is taking a vacation 

Board meeting was the first since 
Monogram moved its home offices 
from New York to Hollywood 
Broidy was formerly head of Mono- 
gram's Boston exchange and a mem- 
ber of the board. 


tos 


sales 


+ 


from a long-term loan issue. 


|refunding operation 
| banker negotiations. 


WHAT TO D0 WITH Par Plan to Refund $13,400.00 
AT, THE PROBLEM Worth of Pfd. Stock 


Would Save 


in Interest, Divvys 


Paramount has entered into nego- 
tiations with banking interests look- 
ing towards the’ refunding of 
approximately $13,400,000 worth of 
preferred stock. There are presently 
about 134,000 shares of this stock 
outstanding. It at $100 
per share. No agreement has been 
made for the refunding but action 
may be taken in the near future. 

Calling of the 134,000 shares would 
be accomplished through a fund 
which would come from cash in the 
company’s treasury 


is callable 


as well as money 
Coin 
phase of the 
prompted the 
Paramount and 
outside subsids are reported having 
abcut $22,000,000 cash on hand at the 
present time. 

Estimated that Paramount would 
be able to save about $550,000 annu- 
ally in dividend and interest pay- 
ments if the refunding proposition 
goes through. Company pays $6 
annually on this first preferred. 

While reported last week in Wall 
Street that either one or both of the 
preferred issues might be refunded 
it is understood that Paramount is 
considering the first preferred only 
presently. If this preferred stock is 
called in, Par would “ 
classes of stock outstanding, the $10 
second preferred and commun. 
The 60c annual divvy distribution 
on this stock represents an outlay of 
about $333,000 per year. 

Paramount has been attempting to 
convert as much first preferred as 
it could into common during the last 


needed for the latter 


have anl 


the 


few years, in hopes of reducing in- 
terest and dividend payments, and 
leaving the common in line to re- 


ceive more substantial dividends 
Refunding operation apparently is 
the key to the entire problem since 
it would leave enough money avaii- 


able for additional common share 
divvys, thereby speeding the con- 
version of second preferred stock 
into common, 
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and sold out his inte 
ago after which 
Coast and dabbled in 
His reappearance on the mid- 
scene has not been unexpected, 
but the full import his company may 
bear relation to the lesser 
braska and lowa situations 
known. 
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AAA ALL SET TO HANDLE ANY AND ALL| Of People and Places ” 
FILM BIZ SQUABBLES STARTING FEB. 1{ == esariac=o—= 


‘Tin Pan Alley, Roxy 























First of 31 Bureaus Formed—Details of How the Whitney as AAA Prez | 


ie 
° ° ° . . . : ee Memory*Arouser At Roxy 

Distrib-Exhib Arbitration Machinery Will Work gee heme Pe ‘Tin Pan Alley’ is bette> than the average musical. ‘The picture divio. 

—i_ Arbitrators for Each of the 31 Offices | ney, socialite and long prominent (honors between Jack Oakie’s and Edgar Leslie’s song ‘America, | Love 


in racing circles, will be elected 
~ president of the American Arbi- 
tration Association. 

He would succeed Franklin E, 
Parker. Jr., attorney, who has 
to been president of the AAA for 
six years. 


You.’ The dances by Seymour Felix are splendid and Alice Faye lo 
zoftic and sings her numbers in great style. (She is outdanced by Betty 
Grable.) Miss Faye wears some outstanding clothes designed by Travis 
Manton. Grable and Faye team in a Hawaiian number in silver straws 
with sequin tops. Then Miss Faye goes into a cloth dress with an upstand. 
ing neck ruffle of white lawn. Good Jooking is a street dress of black with 
a striped belt and a small hat trimmed with flowers. A gold sequin evening 
| gown cut decollete, has a fringe trimmed bertha, and a hobble skirt draped 
: rear ; , , ; rap i tri d as all through the picture a 
and 15 bu santime, in the event year under the consent. For the to the center. A wenp is fur trimmed F re the 
aval ae Haagaggte od arbitrated it second year it is understood it will LACROSSE VS. PAR MAY yo aga Bg 9 Rats ang ee ee See yee “gh long white 
may be brought before the AAA _ be $465,000, the reduction taking into , Skirt Wi ac g : Silver hobbled skirt, 


é eosin She | aime ee rs eaaiettimes ' evening gown has a knee flounce edged in white fox. In a sheik number 
and it will be handled through its account the initial cost of organizing RESUME TRIAL NEXT WK. girls are Harem beauties in bespangled trousers with brahs. Hear Jack , 
| 


Oks 





Hurriedly setting up the necessary | part thereof, plus any expenses in- 
machinery for the arbitration of volved, which are expected to be 
distributor-exhibitor disputes under , minor, 
the consent decree, the American, A budget of $490,000 was set 
Arbitration Assn. will be ready to cover the costs of arbitration (aside | 
start hearing cases between Feb, 1 from filing fees, etc.) for the first 











. : . ’ bh . ; j . 
regular channels, outside of the de- Sureaus. purchasing furniture, etc. 





cree. cs are other cases. At any time Federal Judge Henrv W. | ee pe en or Rey pga 5 ee they ae as ‘worth the price of 
The first of 31 bureaus in exchange Goddard, who has jurisdiction over Madison, Wis., Nov. 26. | @< ssn ryored ory r ey ed or the song plugging industry, is this 

po'nts has already been established the consent decree, may increase the Opposing counsel are conferring | picture, and what a 1ot oF memories, 

in Los Angeles. J. Noble Braden, ex- budget but not more than $50,000. with Judge Patrick T. Stone in Fed- | ; 

ecutive secretary of the AAA, flew Col, UA and U May Participate eral court here today to fix a date Didn’t Wear Bustles in 18917 


out Saturday (23) and immediately It is understood that Columbia, for the resumption of the trial of; Vienna, 1891—so reads one of the captions for ‘Bitter Sweet’ at the Music 
avroirted Walter Elliott as manager | United Artists and Universal, not LaCrosse Theatres Co. anti-trust suit) yall. Adrian, who designed the costumes for this Jeanette MacDonald- 
o fthat office. He will also serve as parties to the consent, may use arbi- | against Paramount and others, and | Nelson Eddy picture, seemingly has the period wrong, or maybe it’s the 
supervisor over Pacific Coast tration if they desire. In some cases | efforts are being made to get going | script’s fault. If memory serves the Skirt, 1891 wasn’t the bustle or bo 
zone, plan of the AAA and distribu- where they are involved with any of | again next week. Trial of the action | lonaise period. But this may be unimportant to most people, 
tors being to split the country into the five distributors who signed the | involving alleged damages of $1,-| As worn here the hoop skirts and bustles of Miss MacDonald are most 
five or six regions. Elliott, with the decree they are automatically 476,000 had barely started, with | becoming, especially as this picture is done in technicolor. The red hair of e 
AAA as an arbiter for 10 years, has brought in. Cost of the arbitration | Eddie Ruben, president of the co-! the star, her blue eyes, and her fair skin are highlights of this film, And 
been active on matters pertaining | under the budgets set will be appor- | defendant Wellworth theatres, on the!) who says a redhead can’t wear red? A red velvet dress is worn for the trip 
to the Dollar Steamship Line. With tioned, however, only among Metro, | stand as the first witness when Rob- | from London to Vienna.’ At a ball a very full white skirt and bodice are 
the AAA in New York, he leaves , Paramount, Warner Bros., RKO and | ert A. Hess, of Milwaukee, legal rep! trimmed with large pink roses. Green silk is worn with a tiny poke bon- 
Jen. 1 and will headquarter at L.A., | 20th-Fox, with the percentage each for LaCrosse, suffered a collapse! net. There is a blue and white dimity an? a gold colored satin. The wel!- 
his zone also taking in San Fran- is to bear to be based on gross rental from exhaustion, halting proceedings | hnown ‘Zigeuner’ number is breathtaking in its white and brown coloring. 
cisco, Portland, Seattle, Salt Lake | business from Aug. 1, 1939, to Aug. 1 Nov. 6. : ; . | Miss MacDonald wears a white-hooped dress with brown trimming. The 
City and Denyer exchange keys. last. Data is now being gathered to | Hess, who also is Wisconsin at-| headdress is a full moon effect and aro.nd her throat is a necklace of row 
In Los Angeles only two days, | determine what each will pay. Metro | torney for the American Society of) unon row of brown beads. The huge chorus has the men in white tights 
Braden leaves today (Wed.) for San | Will have to shoulder the largest Composers, Authors and Publishers, | 


: hes since been reed ati = he and brown trimmed jackets’ The girls wear ankle-length brown skirts 
Francisco to establish a local bureau | Share, the rest being doubtful as to "85 § perating and 1S| with bodices and shawls of brown. 








there, then sets up offices and man- how they will rate. | now ready to proceed. 
agers in Portland, Seattle, Salt Lake | Complaints against clearance are ‘n : ' . 
City, Denver, Omaha, Des Moines, expected to represent a vast majority Music Hall Has Sock Stage Bill 


: j istri | The stage show at this Music Hall is the best seen by the Skirt in moons 
Cansas a . t: the of those filed, a leading distributor Wh P A he R 0 s 2 , ' ’ ; 
— Sa eee ooh Sens official opining that ‘every exhibitor | eat eps rta 2 Ve | Called ‘In the Blue,’ the first number 1s a bit of Dresden. On rise there's a 


bility Minneapolis. He is flying most will want his clearance changed.’ It | a three-layer stage with a huge china platter at the back. On what seems to 
of the way. Braden will wait until | 's admitted cases may be found | Lethbridge, Alberta, Nov. 26. be a table there is a complete set of dishes consisting of 12 cups and 
after the holidays to organize arbi- Where the exhib is justified in seek- Despite the wheat quota, farmers saucers, a creamer and pitcher and two candlesticks. They all come to 
tration offices in Washington, Char- | 398 4 change. are realizing a fair return for their | life, and the cups are the ballet girls, while the saucers are cute gold para- 
lotte, Philadelphia, Atlanta, New Or- Deals for blocks of five contingent | Crops and theatres in this part of the | sols. The girl of the platter does a hard toe tap dance in a very short 


leans, Memphis, Dallas and Okla- | Upon buying of shorts, newsreels, | Country are doing a good business. | frock of blue and gold, and red slippers. Her name, Katherine Harris. 
eit oit ete bers etc. discrimination in selling and | Recent raising of the quota has put Mauricette Melbourne does whistling stint in a white gown with blue 
grouped into zones at the same time, | Clearance; high-pressure tactics, dis- more money in circulation. | shadows. ‘Bluebells of Scotland has the Rockettes as lassies in kilties. It's 
Grading Bureaus putes over run classifications and Colder weather, too, has helped | swell. But it is the ‘Blue Danube’ that is among the most beautiful effects 

Bureaus which will be maintained various trade practices regarded as | the circulation of money with mines | ever attempted by the Hall. An enormous castle hugs the banks of the 
for records, etc., and where all cases unfair, are also expected to come up | Working steadily to take care of or- | famous river. What looks like real water turns out to be a huge square of 
will be heard, will by classified as under compiaints filed. It is reported ders and thus handling large pay- blue and white silk cleverly manipulated by the ballet preg who are sbim- 
A. B and C according to the im- | 0M inside, however, that the position rolls, Sugar beet crop, one of the | mery in diamond-studded costumes. At the sides of the castle are two 
portance of the territory and busi- of the Government is that it has no | best in years, and sugar beet fac- | Plazzas holding royalty in white costumes. In the upper chambers of the 
ness of the various exchange cities, | idea of restraining buying power and tories with large staffs are also serv- castle can be glimpsed waltzers in blue buffante gowns and white uniforms. 





While not entirely worked out as| een bargaining except where undue | ng to keep the greenbacks rolling. | Rosemarie Brancato, making her Music Hall debut, does the vocalizing. 
to details concerning office help re- be aqrg nen 4 we ee heats pe - 

quired, the salaries of the managers is believed among sources that | 000 or the Murder She Wears = 

will be $60 for those in the ‘A’ of- | ™any precedents will be set and that | $350, Metro Blaze In ‘The Letter’ at the Strand Bette Davis does the original murder in a 
fices and $50 for those in ‘B’ or ‘C’ after a while the number of cases | Hollywood, Nov. 26. grey crepe gown made with full skirt and full sleeves. A long skirt of a 
exchange points. The manager of | Will be materially reduced, with the Fire on the back lot cost Metro | striped material is worn with a white blouse and, in prison, the same kind 


anv branch office who also super- | S¢¢0nd year of arbitration probably $350,000 in sets, props and mechani- | of costume is worn excepting the skirt is short. A plain material is com- 
vises and directs the activities of Seeing a sharp drop in complaints cal equipment. Cartoon building! bined with a check pattern with an overcoat hung from the shoulders of 


the others in his zone, will not re- that have to be arbitrated. was severely damaged, requiring a | the plain pattern. A starched dinner dress seems to be of a dotted em- 
ceive more than the prescribed $60! A]]] Hearin s Will Be new front. | broidery. For the trial a black suit has a lace jabou at the throat and a 
« £ Two studio firemen were injured. | Bangkok hat is also worn. The finish of the picture has the star in a grey 


for the ‘A’ exchange keys. 








The AAA has a panel of 7,000 ar- | Open Including Press | chiffon, made with full skirt and very full sleeves. Gale Sondergaard is her 

. = ** - i _ is ’ ° rel re } > 

biters throughout the country from | usual sinister self in snake-like makeup. As an Eurasian she wears the 

which to choose some of those who en oe oe eee Te eee Studi C tr t Oriental costumes well. Frieda Inescort, in for a bit, is matronly in a cloth 
will serve on film cases under the | "terested parties, including the 0 oniracts shirtwaist dress and a print dinner frock. 

: TT ; » ¢ ‘ ale — } 1 Te! , . 1 ire 1 
consent decree. if desiring. On his | Press: This takes in the appeals | On the stage, Harriet Hilliard with Ozzie Nelson’s band, is nicely dressea 
trip Braden will contact lo¢al Cham- board hearings as well as all of the | in a long red skirt and black velvet tight-fitting bodice, with a lace ruffle 
bkers of Commerce, credit associa- 31 bureaus throughout the country. | Hollywood, Nov. 26 at the hip line Roseanne Stevens is simply frocked in a red dress and 
tions, business men’s organizations, |COMSiderable opposition to this is said RKO picked up Gene Raymond’s | white blouse. Girl of Harris and Shore is in white with red velvet trim 
etc, in lining up a sufficient num- to have been registered by the dis- | option for a third picture It could be s#fd the Strand stage show is in the red. 
ber of men who will serve, however triputors at a very stormy meeting Phil Regan put under contract at | 

. a . y th ‘ . ri .Y etina Inya | 
He will seek recommended parties ee nets rca neal Dept. of Justice I os At ‘Cabin in the Sky’ 
bakostan an gee 5 ele ea. os Py sent: ves 1] - , ale ‘se Sez ’ . writi Ac TA “en wm . ; m } +)-e 
trom the various exchange keys and sc aaa ail ble t — oe t Metr Sten OS WHINg pect Ethel Waters playing in ‘Cabin in the Sky’ at the Martin Beck theatre 
ee ee ee ere ee The . “ i ‘can “' ill hold it F U soi DS > convinces more than ever that she ranks with such stars as Helen Hayes, 
a a eke ea it a vornee r le ¢ als boarc y 10 s niverss ‘ > ster Sullivan _ . ‘ 4 ’ . ac 
by a standing committee of the AAA Weicer ‘PP . we a d its : al handed Peter Sullivan | Lynn Fontanne and Katherine Cornell. Saturday found the house packed. 
= before selections are made either 1earings at the New York offices of |a player contract. Costumes ar = i z 1 , . slhenentnel 
~ t re made, the AA henge ; : , : ostumes are credited to Boris Aronson, but he had little work dressing 
‘ among new recruits or from present | *®€ AAA, but will also maintain an Metro lifted Edward Ashley's | this show. Ginghams and calicos don't need a designer. For the most part 
Sale , 1: - i . ° Inge. S ¢< i é ) 1ee ¢ signer. q the ? st é 
j AAA panels office of its own, probably in Radio | player option the: rere 1] ay se ' eded 
all nia Cite Yaend on ‘# : : : : : nese were the materials used and also some of the clothes by now needca 
No one having had a past associa- | City. Local cases, one unit handling Universal hoisted its player option | g cleaner’s attention 
: , ala New Y “ : sie nh - 
tion with the film industry or pres- | New York, Westchester and northern |on Lewis Howard. Miee Watere ape $ 
5 ; ; : ; New Jersey. th her 1 4 , ' IVLISS aters wears bungalow aprons until the last act when she appe: 
ently is tied up with pictures in any , NW Jersey, the other Brooklyn and Edward Arnold inked term pact] jy, 4 | lv gor f y 1 { girdle 
: ed i A ae leet . ; In a iovely gown of tomato red chiffon with gold bolero ana gira 
way is eligible. The arbiters ap- {Continued on page 53) at Metro eee ee | anes f 
7 A ' . — Katherine Dunham, a dancer of talent, is a siren in a black lk SKI vi 
inted will do nothing until th “t 1 t sg } i } one 
ee ee ae ee ule UNE) short and tight. The bodice is blue and the hat and gloves of orange . 
are called as the first of the- cases 


$10-850 Average Cost, Indies May Be Able fo Start Separate in ee ee 


: Plays Heiress, Doesn’t Look It 
Some May Run to $90 sebastien ag 


‘ _ . . ; ; 
Too Many Git nowing at the Criterion theatre suffers fron 
It is figured the cost of arbitrating ll S 0 a 0 rova 0 ecree on to the stage show. Lucille Ball can be mentioned favorably. sne ¢ 
cases to each party concerned will one the lead with g I a 


| Eusto Diosa Costello and Mary Jane Walsh ar 
run from $10 to no more than $50 on | Richard Carlson was a poor choice. Eddie Bracken and Hal LeRoy of 
the average, but if a transcript of the ee See eres original company do very well. But there is more than performan 
record is required, the cost might Formal signing by Judge Henry} appeal from the court’s ruling by. mis ing in the picture. Boiled down it is just another footbali picture 
run to around $90. In 75% of the Warren Goddard of the consent de- independents who had anseated rl whereas the stage show had vitality and pace and the spirit of clever K" . 
cases which the AAA now handles cree and rules of arbitration in New the guise of ‘amicus curiae,’ but that | Miss Ball isn’t any too well dressed for the heiress she is supposed to 0° 


on appeal, briefs are not submitted | York Wednesday (20) had been ex- the indies could start separate triple- Her first outfit consisting of a wolf-trimmed coat is most ordinary, on 
and attorneys are not required, pected as a foregone conclusion by | damage, anti-trust actions against the | “P@! one expects from a rich young woman just returned from Puro. 
though anyone before arbitration both the five producer-exhibitors and | film companies. Weisman pointed | At college she wears the customary sport dresses and suits. Ann Mile * 
may have both. _. the Department of Justice, but ap- | out that the independents were not only a tap dancer in a black and white frock. Frances Langford’s ee . 
A filing fee of $10 must be paid parently various independents who’ actually parties to the proceedings favor the western atmosphere. Desi Arnaz, who is getting so much ret 
when a case is brought up for arbi- had so vigorously protested against | and as sus had no standing in the licity, screens surprisingly badly. His bongo beating isn’t nearly «as 
tration. This fee is borne by the los- | the decree were somewhat shocked court, although actually affected by POT as the costumes of the large chorus. 
ing party, and if the loser desires to at the rapidity of the signing of the|the terms of the decree. Weisman —— { 
appeal the case he also bears the document, and even more shocked at : ny 


F ' plans at the next hearing on Dec. 5 Their Favorite Recipes: 
freight on that, the failure of the court to do any-|to ask formal court permission for (Pegeen Fitzgerald's Poppy Seed Cake) ; 
The panels of arbitrators to be or- _ thing about their complaints. Others leave to intervene. This will no! One-half cup poppyseeds, one cup milk, one-half cup butter, one ane ' 
ganized will number a minimum of had no illusions as to the outcome. | doubt 


immediately be denied, and’ half cups granulated sugar, pinch salt. twe s flo two teaspoons ba *- 
10 for each of the 31 bureaus. In Milton C. Weisman, attorney for then Weisman plans to appeal to the | ing eaten, four aii: eatecaes nr Pr yr Soe canes seeds in mi/k 
presenting a case, either one or three | the Independent Theatre Owners’) Circuit Court of Appeals from this | over night, use additional milk if soaked up too quickly; cream, butter arc 
arbiters may be had. The fees for | Assn. of New York, declared that in| denial, which will in effect bring | sugar, adding dry ingredients alternately with the milk, Fold in the e88 
each are not to exceed $50 a day or | his opinion there was no possible (Continued on page 25) whites and bake in loaf tin for one hour. Icing optional, 
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First Post-Consent Decree Suit i | rT WOR AIFS On Top of Inevitable New Taxes 
Filed By Two Pennsy Indies pqisy PAATIIERS For Nat'l Defense, Theatres Must 
Remit Full 10%, on Cut-Rate Ducats 


Product Shortage? 








mrs | lee | 
McLaglen in ‘B way Ltd. | Film-Makers Told to Carry, 
Out Orders or Make Way 
for Those Who Will—Con- | 
sent Decree Puts Big Five 


Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 
The first anti-trust suit, since the 
consent decree, was filed in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court here last Wednesday (18) 
—the day the decree became law. It Victor McLaglen was signed by 
was filed by Henry Sork and Harry | Hal Roach for one of the top spots 
Block, operators of the Rio, Reading, |in ‘Broadway Limited,’ a_ railroad 





Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


In addition to contemplating the 
virtual certainty that new taxation 








and Rio, Schuylkill Haven, both in 
Pennsylvania. The suit also marked 
the first time in local court history 
that Republic Pictures was named as 


co-defendant with the majors in a | 


NW Indies Mull Some 


anti-trust action. 

Besides Republic and the majors, 
Sork and Block named the following 
defendants as responsible for alleged 
conspiracy in making product hard 
to get in their two houses: Warner 
Bros., Wilmer & Vincent, Jay Em- 
anuel, Rajah Theatre Co., David 
Brodstein, George Lessey, Comerford 
Amusement Co. and Comerford-Pub- 





lix. 


yarn, slated to roll Dec. 2. 

Hal Roach, Jr., recently shot back- 
ground footage aboard a work train 
on the Pennsylvania road. 





Sort of State Laws 


To Hamstring Decree 


— 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 
Foreseeing higher filn custs as one 
of the results of the consen: decree, 


Sork and Block asked triple dam- | and declaring there'll be no offset- 
ages amounting to $62,700 under the | ting benefits for them, independent 


Clayton anti-trust law and an in- | exhibitors here are studying the 


junction to prevent the distribs from 
showing preference for the defend- 





matter to determine if any state 
legislation can be enacted to ham- 


on Their Mettle 





PLENTY OF B’S 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
How to readjust the talker pro- 





| duction machine so that it will be 


;able to annually turn out between 
| 400 and 500 features, each of which 
| will have sufficient strength to sell 
| on its own merits, is the problem 
|momentarily harassing Hollywood 
| studio heads. And that’s not all. 
They've been ordered by their 
home offices to immediately find 
| ways and means of manufacturing 
| these pictures at costs considerably 


} 


ant-exhib ‘to the detriment of the | string some of the provisions of the | below the 1940-41 season's outlay. 


plaintiffs’ houses.’ 

The plaintiffs claimed they were | 
forced to wait from seven to 37 days 
for features longer than their com 
petitors. 

Their grief was caused, the plain- 
tiffs said, because the Reading house 
has to wait seven days after WB's 
Strand; and 27 to 30 days after Wil- 
mer & Vincent's State before it can 
get product, while the Schuylkill 
Haven theatre, only house in town, 
must wait 28 days after Comerford’s 
three theatres in Pottsville get fin- | 
ished with pix before available. In | 
addition, Block and Sork aver, thea- 
tres owned by the other defendants 
are all in the deal to make things 
tougher for them. 

Another charge in the bill of com- 
plaint is that Warner Bros. 


and | 


Loew's have ‘a silent but financial | 


interest’ in the State and Embassy, | 
Reading, and Loew’s has a similar 
interest in the Penn Theatre, West 
Reading. These houses are nominally 


under the operation of Wilmer & 
Vincent. 


KUHN DROPS WB LIBEL 
SUIT OVER ‘NAZI SPY’ 


Fritz J. Kuhn, ex-president of the 
German-American Bund, now serv- 
ing a prison term for stealing the 








libel action against Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc., Milton Krims, John 
Wexley and Leon G. Turrou in the 
N. Y. federal court Friday 


| charging 


(22). | 


Kuhn had been given until Dec. 15 | 


to decide whether to prosecute or 
drop the action, 


the Bund having | 


dropped its share of the suit a month | 


ago. 
Action claimed libel to Kuhn and 


the Bund in Warner Bros.’ ‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy.’ 


Chas. J. Cella’s Will 


St. Louis, Nov. 26. 

_The will of Charles J. Cella, mil- 
lionaire theatre owner®and real 
estate dealer who died Oct. 29, was 
filed last week for probate in Clay- 
ton, St. Louis County, stipulating 
that the estate is to be held in trust 
for 21 years, with 60% of the income 
Boing to his widow, and 40% to be 
divided among two daughters. 

A son did not share in the will as 
Cella observed he had been amply 
Provided for by the 


aes Louis A. Cella, who died in 


given, 





‘ROAD’ STAYS PUT 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

20th-Fox called off its plan to send 
a ‘Tobacco Road’ troupe to Georgia 
for location shooting. Studio execs 
decided not to take any chances on 
winter weather in the southeast. 

Filming will be done in California, 


testator’s | 


No value of the estate was | 





Where sound stages can be utilized | 


in case of rains. 


| decree. 


At a Northwest Allied meeting at 


| which the decree was discussed and 


cussed, a committee was appointed 
to look into the proposition of pro- 
posed state legislation that would 
‘protect’ the independent exhibitor 
and give him ‘relief.’ It was asserted 


| that the decree brings ‘ruin’ closer 
| for a large number of independents 


who ‘urgently need’ lower film costs 
and who now are ‘practically certain’ 
of advanced costs. 

The organization sent its own at- 
torney, L. B. Schwartz, to New York 


| to represent it and argue against the 
| decree’s approval by the court. 





2d Plagiarism Action | 
On WB’s ‘Mayor of Hell’ 


Thomas Carlton Upham, author, 
filed suit in N. Y, federal court Mon- 
day (25), against Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures Inc. seeking an injunction, ac- 
counting of profits and damages for 
the alleged plagiarism of his play, 
‘Lost Boy,’ in Warner Bros.’ ‘Mayor 
of Hell.’ Plaintiffs’ play, originally 
entitled ‘Compulsion,’ was produced 
in Jan., 1932, at the-Mansfleld thea- 
tre, N. Y. 

‘Mayor of Hell’ was made the same 
year, 1932, and this is the second sult 
infringment against War- 


Behind this new trend in film 
| making are two factors: (1) The re- 
| vised conditions imposed upon the 
| industry by the signaturing of the 
| consent decree, and (2) a fuller re- 
| alization by eastern execs that fu- 
| ture production outgo must be kept 
| strictly within the income possibili- 
ties of the domestic market. 


fact that distribution expenses are 
going to soar to new highs as re- 
sult of the agreement that ended 
the Government’s anti-trust suit 
against Paramount, 20th-Fox, RKO, 
Warners and Metro—increases that 
|must also be taken out of those 
| strictly U.S.-Canada grosses before 
|there can be anything in the way 
| of profits. 
Even more indelibly impressed 
upon the production charges d’af- 
|faires by the visiting moguls, how- 
|ever, was the fact that Paramount 
|intends to lean backwards in its ef- 
forts te prevent exhibitor squawks 
as provided for under the wordage 
lof the decree. Par’s home office of- 
| ficials will countenance no sloughing 
|of product, the Hollywoodians were 
| warned, which means that each pic- 
|ture offered by the company in its 
| groups of five or less must stand or 
fall by itself. 
Other Majors Fall in Line 
Similar messages wil!l be deliv- 


. lotur srt | ered by the eastern moguls of 20th- 
ners, on the same picture, Albert | A é g 
| Bein having filed one some years ago. 


| That action was dismissed. 
Bund’s funds, dropped his $5,00u,000 


| (Continued on page 25) 


Fox, RKO, Warners and Metro when 


Be- 
sides, they are not overlooking the | 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 

Because of curtailed produc- 
tion and numerous’ extended 
runs, subsequent-run and neigh- 
borhood exhibitors are more se- 
riously threatened with a prod- 
uct shortage than at any time 
in recent years, independent 
leaders here assert. 

The curtailed production and 
the necessity of milking every- 
thing possible out of every pic- 
ture that demonstrates boxoffice 
strength make the extended-run 
policy essential as far as the 
loop first-runs are concerned. 

Distributors of independent 
product already claim the larg- 
est demand for their releases_in 
many years and, they assert, the 
fear of « product shortage is 
motivating the increased buying. 


Additional Arguments 
From Three Firms Due 
On RKO’s Reorg Fees 


{| RKOcomes to life again in its most 
\familiar home, the N. Y. federal 
| court, when on Dec. 5 Judge William 
|Bondy will re-hear applications for 
| allowances by three firms which feel 
'they were not allowed enough in re- 
| organization fees..The court has no- 
| tified Irving Trust, former trustee, 
j}and RKO Corp. to be present and 
|either attack or defend the request 
|for allowances. 

| Those to be heard are George L. 
| Schein, attorney for the Protective 
| Committee for Common Stockhold- 


|ers, allowed $8,000 out of a request 

















[for $100,000; Abel Gottheimer and | 


|Bernard Bercu, accountants for the 
| stockholders, allowed $2,000 out of 
| $30,000 asked, and David Stock, at- 
|torney for H. Cassel & Co., bond- 
| holders, whose claim for $15,000 was 
| disallowed. 





TRACY’S DUALER 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Metro is reviving ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ for 
| Spencer Tracy. 
| John Barrymore and 
March made it previously. 


Fredric 
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will be levied to meet increased de- 
fense costs and the raising of the 
Government’s debt limit, theatre 
operators meantime have learned 
that they cannot accept cut-rate ad- 
missions without paying tax thereon 
in accordance with the established 
price at the boxoffice. 


A vast number of picture house; 
permit students and others past the 
gate at a special admission which 
is less than that charged for others. 
Soldiers and sailors are also given 
a cut-rate benefit by many opera- 
tors, but this special privilege is 
technically doubtful in view of a rul- 
ing handed down on the matter 
which refuses to exempt such pa- 
tronage from tax which applies to 
others paying the full b.o. levy. 

Theatres drawing from students, 
teachers, soldiers-sailors, etc. have 
been selling seats to this slice of 
trade at a discount on the ground 
that their amusement budgets are 
considerably restricted. 

Following the lowering of the tax 
ceiling from 40c to 20c last July 1, 
the question of cut-rate admissions 
finally came up and the Treasury 
Dept. at Washington was consulted. 
Its ruling is that if a theatre charges 
; 30c, Which is taxable, but cut-rates 
students or soldiers at 20c (not tax- 
able), the tax must still be collected 
based on a 35¢ admission. Thus, a 
| theatre selling a 35c seat for 20c, 
| must either collect a tax of 4c or 
| bear that load itself, which would 


| bring the net from a student to 16c, 


The Law 

Treasury Department has ruled as 
follows: 
| ‘Section 1700 of the Internal Rev- 
| enue Code provides that in the case 
|of persons (except bona fide em- 
| ployees, municipal officers on offi- 





\ 
| 


| 
{ 


| cial business and children under 12 
years of age) admitted free or at 
reduced rates to any place at a time 
when and under circumstances un- 
der which an admission charge is 
|made to other persons, an equiva- 
| lent tax shall be collected, based on 
the price so charged to such other 
| persons for the same or similar ac- 
| commodations.’ 

Reported that some colleges and 
schools have been admitting soldiers 
| and sailors to football games free of 
| charge Under the strict ruling of 
the Treasury Dept. they are subject 

(Continued on page 26) 





SPOKANE PROS AND CONS 


Decree’s Effects Have Divergent 
Views Among Indies 
Spokane, Nov. 26. 
Opinions vary among independent 
theatre owners of Spokane, as to the 
consent decree. Says H. D. McBride, 


owner of the Granda and Dishman 
theatres, and president of the local 
independent owners, “The decree is 
a great victory for the producers and 
a defeat for the independents. The 
five-picture selling is a hardship on 
the little fellow that will probably 
cost him his theatre over a short 


period of time. The ideal arrange- 

ment would be blockbooking, wit’ a 

20% unrestricted cancellation.’ 
Cecil Miller, of the Ritz: ‘Believe 


it will work out to advantage for the 
theatres using subsequent runs.’ 

W. E. Lindsay, of the Bandbox: 
‘Can’t see where it will effect us 
much, except in the matter of price.’ 

Harry Black, of the Empress: ‘We 
were satisfied with the 20% elimina- 
tion, why change it?’ 

Harry Luft, of the Rainbow: 
‘Should make no difference in a one 
| to six run house.’ 

Allen Zell, New Rex: ‘We buy 
| selective deals, so it should not ef- 
| fect us.’ 

Walter Seal, Rialto: ‘As we make 
six changes, there is no question but 
what it will work a hardship on us, 
‘and am in favor of blockbooking, 
‘with a 20% unrestricted cancella- 




















tion.’ 














en ee 


8 EXPLOITATIO 


N VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 27, 1¢4) 3 





Dave Blum of M-G 


Disc Film Plan for Latin-American 
Goodwill, Instead of NBC Shortwave 


Campaign to get the film industry 
to pay for shortwave broadcasts to 
the Latin-Americas produced two 
developments during the last 10 days. 
First is that Metro’s foreign publicity 


chief, Dave Blum, has submitted an 
alternative longwave program idea 
to Metro home office officials and to 
the Hays office. The second is that 
L. P. Yandell, National Broadcasting 
Co. shortwave sales executive, has 
submited a new proposal to all major 
company foreign chiefs and has of- 
fered these officials a sample disc 
of the intended shortwave programs. 


Checkup on the status of the Latin- 
American shortwave goodwill pro- 
gram revealed this week that only 
RKO had approved the NBC pro- 
posal. Metro, Paramount, United 
Artists and Warner Bros. rejected the 
proposal. UA turned down the NBC 
shortwave plan on Nov. 18, but Wal- 
ter Gould, new foreign manager, ex- 
pressed himself as willing to listen 
to any new proposition. Universal, 
via J. H. Seidelman, foreign chief, is 
marking time to see what develops 
on the new NBC proposal. Colum- 
bia reported the situation as status 
quo but had not approved any short- 
wave proposition. 20th-Fox, which 
previously had shown no interest in 
the NBC proposal, agreed to pass on 
Yandell’s new proposition after hear- 
ing a sample recording of a typical 
Latin-American shortwave program. 


Better Reception 


The idea submitted by Metro is for 
major film companies to get together 
in a concerted industry effort via 
radio by making transcription pro- | 
grams in Spanish and Portuguese on | 
the Coast and then distributing these | 
to Latin-American stations. Outlined 
plan would be for the discs to be | 
released on key dates by film indus- 
try committees in principal South 
and Central American cities. These 
programs would not plug any prod- 
uct or any picture but would consti- 
tute a friendly message to-the Latin- 
Amiericas plus general American film 
news notes. 


Spokesman for Metro pointed out | 
that Latin-American stations use | 
electrical transcriptions quitée™freely, | 
there not being the aversion to their 
use that prevails generally in this 
country. He claimed this method of 
building a good-neighbor policy 
would reach more listeners than a | 
shortwave broadcast, contending that | 
the lack of clear reception of U. S. 
programs by shortwave and the | 
small number of shortwave sets | 
would not give film companies the | 
coverage the Metro plan would. 

Regarding the coverage by short- | 
wave, a spokesman for United Art- | 
ist ated that distributor represen- 
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|after stopoffs in Dallas, Kansas City | 


H’wood’s ‘Alley’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Vine street and Hollywood 
blvd. became Tin Pan Alley for 
one day by official edict of 
Mayor Fletcher Bowron of Los 
Angeles. Gesture was made to 
plug the 20th-Fox picture open- 
ing in the vicinity. Kate Smith 
lent her hand and voice in the 
dedication ceremonies. 

The boys on the curb, veterans 
of the old Palaee sidewalk, ap- 
preciated the atmosphere even 
though it wasn’t the same 
climate. 


SPG Certification 
Powwow With 
NLRB m N.Y. 


Pending certification by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board of the 
Screen Publicists Guild as bargain- 
ing agency for eastern publicists and 


advertising department employees, 
the SPG is preparing and discussing 
data with the NLRB in New York to 
show that it has the mecessary ma- 
jority to qualify for certification. 


Hyman Glickstein of the law firm 
of Boudin, Cohen & Glickstein, coun- 


The drivé for increased grosses by | se] for the SPG, states that a sizeable 
all of the Paramount theatres! majority membership has been ob- 
throughout the country, located in| tained in all of the major film com- 
all but a few states, as a salute to| panies. Universal, which has a very 
Barney Balaban on his fifth year as| small publicity department at the 
president of the company, started |h.o., was not included at first in the 
Thursday (21) and will end Christ-|SPG membership but now has been 
mas. This is the period which | brought in. No efforts have been 
generally affects theatre business 
vitally due to Xmas shopping and | 


Has Alternate 








Exhib Wins P-TA Aid 
On Building Kid Biz 


San Francisco, Nov. 26. 

.Ty Winkel, manager of the Pied- 
mont, nabe filmer, is investing con- 
siderable time, effort and cash in 
cooperation with Parent - Teacher 
Association groups to see just what 
happens when the well-intentioned 
mothers get their ‘way. 

Picking his product from a list 
approved by the ladies and building 
a two-hour show under their direc- 
tion, Winkel has started series of 
Saturday kid mats. In return, he has 
been promised full cooperation, and 
this is urged in a letter, now being 
circulated, signed by several churches 
and P-TA units. 

















Republic’s New York office headed 
planning. | by Dave Whalen. Monogram recently 
Prizes in every unit of the Par | moved its entire staff to the Coast. 
chain will be awarded, according to; N. Y¥. membership voted final 
Leonard Goldenson, home office the- |approval last night (Tuesday) of 
atre department executive. These | terms of the contract it will seek 
will be trips to Chicago and attend- with film companies. General meet- 


ance at a banquet to be given Bala-| ing was attended by better than 175 
ban Jan. 23. Each of the Par circuits, | of the approximately 250 members 
including all the partnerships, will | Stipulations in the pact were not re- 
determine the number of prizes to be | leased pending their deliverance to 
given, based on business ee employers. 
Goldenson, who was on the Coast page 2 ame 
for the recent studio huddles, re-| Principal contest in bargaining 
turned to his office Monday (25) | Ceztification is expected to be the 
| eligibility of staff. advertising art- 


and Des Moines. He confabbed with | ists, the Guild taking them in under 


Karl Hoblitzelle and Bob O'Donnell peteg eye pedhaage ss ge member- 
in Dallas on Interstate matters and |* Pp 0 create, prepare or 
reports that grosses in Texas have | exploitation etehey 
improved. 

In Kansas City, where Par ope- 
rates the Newman itself, the com- 


| made to organizé the small force at | 


disseminate advertising, publicity or | 


SPG interpre- 
tation is that it includes all pub- | 


pany is spending some money to pep 


| the old house up, including a new 


front. 


Blank while in Des Moines. 

Sam Dembow, Jr. had gone with 
Goldenson as far as Tucson, Ariz., 
where they attended the ‘Arizona’ 
preem, then flew to Cincinnati to see 


Tracy Barham, Ohio-Kentucky ope- | 


Goldenson discussed matters | 
|affecting the midwest with A. H. 


licity department employees except 
secretaries and office boys. Execs 
| with power of hiring and firing are 
| also not acceptable. 


| Statistics gathered by the Guild 
show 207 eligibles in the seven 
major offices, excluding U. Warner 
Bros. has 48, Columbia 33, RKO and 
| Fox 29 each, Metro 27, Par 23, and 
| UA 18, 
| For purposes 


of the 


tatives in the Latin-Americas defi- rator, before returning to I. Y. | Guild is dividing all employees into 
nitely were not sold on even the | Thanksgiving 


limited coverage possible through the 
shortwave setup. In contrast, he said | 


that tie-ins with local stations were 
much more satisfactory, citing the 
excellent results obtained by this 
method recently on ‘Rebecca’ in 
Brazil. Also he claimed that should 


for radio coverage in the 
American territory, greater benefits 
would accrue if programs were tied 
in locally in different key cities. 


PITT ‘ROAD SHOW’ DATE 
TO CUE SELLING POLICY 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 
World preem of Hal Roach’s ‘Road 





Show’ has been set for Stanley the- | 


atre here week of Dec. 6, but won't 
be surrounded by usual ballyhoo. 
Frank Seltzer, publicity director for 
Roach, has been in town for week 


setting up campaign but prefers to' 


call it a test engagement rather than 
the usual hcopla thing. 

No stars will be brought in, but 
studio is shelling out close to $10,000 
for special newspaper campaign in 
all three dailies, details of which are 
to be announced in a few days. For 


UNIVERSAL SETTING UP 





Universal district managers meet- 
ing in New York last Saturday and 
Sunday elected to stage another Wil- 


|liam A. Scully sales drive to start | 


Dec. 8 and extend until May 10 next 
year. Drive will be sponsored by U 
in recognition of the part played by 
Scully in 
relationship between 
and exhibitors. 


the company 


visions, respectively. 


| ANOTHER SCULLY DRIVE 


the company want to spend money 
Latin- | 


developing the improved 
Matty Fox and Mil- 


jton Feld wil] act as honorary cap- 
tains in the western and eastern di- 


Largest amount of prize coin since | VOlved in bringing both Benny and 


| seven classifications. 


These include 
three 


thre apprentice categories, three 
junior groups and one senior 
bracket. Each company unit will 
determine classification of its mem- 
bers on basis of length of service, 
job done and dispensability. 


Par Cancels Plan to Preem| 


Benny-Allen Pic in Miami 


Miami, Nov. 26. 

Scheduled world premiere of ‘Love 
Thy Neighbor’ in Miami Beach has 
been cancelled. Change of plans 
came as surprise to local Paramount 
representatives, who had just com- 
pleted arrangements for first show- 
ing of the Jack Benny-Fred Allen 
opus on Dec. 20. 


Reported that expenditure  in- 


Nate Blumberg and Cliff Work took | Allen’s entire radio companies here. 


aside 
addition, 


set 
In 


has been 
drive. 


over 
Scully 


work in selling that picture. 


| counts. 


District managers’ meeting was |company, Associated Theatres here | 


|presided over by Scully, with J. 
|Cheever Cowdin, board chairman; 


for the | and 


necessity of arranging 


Jules | broadcasts, influenced decision. 
Level, producer of ‘Boys From Syra- | 
cuse,’ also has offered prizes for best | 
| Prizes | 
| will be awarded on basis of best all- 
;around sales and liquidation of ac- 











New Circuit’s 11th House 


Detroit, Nov. 286. 


Having formed a new operating 


| has just taken over the 11th house 
for its circuit, the Norwood, for- 


those in the press box who want| Nate Blumberg, F.J.A. McCarthy, | merly operated by Ben and Lou 


concrete reason for picking Pitts- | William J. Heineman, Joseph H. Sei- |Cohen. The theatre will be operated | 


burgh, Seltzer is saying it’s Adolphe | delman, Jules Lapidus, Dave Miller, | directly by the new Standard com- 


Menjou’s home town. 
featured in the picture. 

‘Road Show’ doesn’t have any def- 
finite release date yet, 


Menjou is 


and film’s | 


Harry D. Graham, E. T. Gomersall, 
J. E. Garrison and A. J. O’Keefe at- 
tending. From the N. Y. office were 
Tom Mead, newsreel editor; Davy 


'pany, created by Associated. 
|located directly 
| from Associated’s central office. 

Joe Kiein, 


showing here will determine selling | Levy, B. B. Kreisler, F. T. Murray, | aged the Loop, will take over the 
policy, classification and other de-| J. J. Jordan, Morris Alin, Louis Pol- | Norwood with Fred Walton moving 


tails, 


| lock, and Hank Linet. 


|in as chief of the Loop. 


contract, | 


two 


It is 
across the street | 


whe formerly man- | 


WB Sets Up New Southeastern Sales 
Dist; News of Theatres-Excharge 





Increasing its executive field forces 
for better coverage, Warner Bros. 
has set up another district which will 
make a total of eight for the com- 
pany. Last summer, when it had 
only six, it created the so-called 
‘prairie district’ in the middle west. 
New southeastern group will em- 
brace the territory covered by the 
Atlanta, Charlotte and Memphis ex- 
changes which formerly have been 
tied in with the rest of the south. 

Ralph McCoy, Warner’ branch 
head at Atlanta, took charge of the 
newly created district Monday (25), 
while Tom Gilliam, Chicago branch 
manager, stepped into McCoy’s for- 
mer shoes on the same date. 

At the same time other shifts are 
made in the Warner sales forces. 
Sidney Rose, Omaha branch head, 
succeeds Gilliam in Chicago, and C. 
K. Olson is transferred from the 
Minneapolis to the Omaha exchange 
to take charge there. 

Art Anderson, exchange chief at 
Des Moines, is promoted to the Min- 
neapolis office, succeeding Olson 


Moines branch megr., returns to WB 
in command of that exchange. An- 
other promotion is that of R. H. Dun- 
bar, Pittsburgh salesman for War- 
ners, who takes over the Cincinnati 
exchange replacing Ralph Kinsler 
who is going into the exhibition 
field on his own. Harry Goldman, 
salesman out of Chicago, is promoted 
to handle city sales in that key and 
Haddy Mandell, Chicago booker, suc- 
ceeds Goldman on the road. 


Blanks’ Ambulance Gift 
Des Moines, Nov. 26. 
Mr. and Mrs. A..H. Blank gave the 
local chapter of the Red Cross a 
check for $1,150 this week for the 


purchase of an ambulance for 
| Britain, 


Schine May Add in Syracuse 
Syracuse, Nov. 26. 
Though lacking confirmation, re- 
|; ported Schine is planning to take 
| over the New Empire, dark since 
jlast spring when Charles Martino 
;made an ill-fated stab at bringing 
|-vaude back to town. Some $25,000 
was expended in the layout. Owners 
of the house have been insisting that 





| lessee shoulder much of this burden, | 


| thus discouraging several individuals 
| who have shown interest. 
| Schine may be able to swing the 
|deal for 2 house which is perfectly 
|laid out tor stage show. Report is 
that it would then become available 
for roadshows, concerts, lectures, etc. 
|It would tie up every downtown 
| house, but Loew’s, under the Schine 
| banner. 


Bob Dunbar Promoted 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 
Bob Dunbar, office, manager for 
WB-FN here, has just been promoted 


to the managership of the company’s | 


exchange in Cincinnati. He will take 
up his new duties in a couple of 
weeks. 
Line salesman. will succeed Dunbar 
in the local office. No replacement 
for Moore is to be made for a few 
months. inasmuch as his territory is 
sold solid for some time and won’t 
need servicing until later. 

With Alvin out of commission due 


to recent collapse of roof, Bill Zeilor, | 
been | 


jmanager of that 


house, has 
| transferred to 


the Senator. which 
has become Harris circuit's only 
downtown first-run. Jack Hooley 
moves from the Senator to Gardens. 
sports arena controlled by 
company, as morning manager and 
assistant to Howard Adelsberger. 
Two new up-to-the-minute nabe 
houses opened here last week with 
appropriate ceremonies. They were 
the Temple in Sheraden and Park 
in Munhal. , Former is an 800-seater 
owed by Mike Shapiro and Archie 
Fineman, who now have a string of 
seven spots in this district 
is a 650-sea 
who 
Homestead dist { 
Briefies: Mother 
Lewistown exhib. 
Si Feld. who 


and Jatter 


er theatres in 
of Harold Cohen. 
died last week 

recently resigned U 
sales post here, has icined RKO in 
Cleveland A. J. Wyant. manager 
of Kennywood Park since 1926. re- 
signed and replaced by his assistant. 
Earl E. Henninger...Sam 
| Natrona exhib, convalescing in 
| Miami Beach from a serious illness... 
| George Wheeler. former Film Rower 


c 


|and now booker for Lichtman chain 


in Washington. a visitor here for few 
days last week. 
Doe Levy Heads Philly Variety 
Philadelphia. Nov. 26. 
Dr. Leon Levy. president 
WCAU, elected chief barker of the 
Variety Club Other officers 
clude: Earle W. Sweigert. Hillary 
Brown, assistant barkers: John Mon- 
roe, secretary: William McAvoy. 
| treasurer; Harry Ball, ‘fixer.’ . 
; New members of the board of 
| Canvassmen’ are: Dr. Levy, Sam 
| Stiefel, Monroe. Sweigert. Sam 
Schwartz. Charles Goodwin. 
Schlanger, Henry 
|Supowitz and Brown. The new offi- 
| cers will be inducted at the club’s 
annual banquet, Dec. 12. Ben Bernie 


there, and Elmer Tilton, former Des | 


W. F. (Dinty) Moore. Main | 


Harris | 


Neaman, | 


of | 


in- | 


Ted | 
Friedman, David | 


will m.c. the affair. Guest of hog 
will be Postmaster General FrZ 
C. Walker. : 

With the city celebrating ¢ 
Thanksgivings because of diss 
between dates set by Gov. Je- ies 3! 
F. D. R., film houses are cas ling # 
double. 

Jack Engel, formerly of Univer } 
has joined the sales staff 0°’ RF 
replacing Harry Tyson. 

Bill Quinlevan, Vitagraph , 
manager, back after a long i'n 

The film and radio divisior of 
Allied Jewish Appeal startec| o 
high gear raising $26,000 at its o 
ing dinner. Chairman is D-. 7 
Levy, WCAU prexy. Main 
was Ambassador William C 
The committee includes 


dam, Abe Sablosky, Jack 3e 
Dave Barrist, Al Blofson, Dave & 
gram, Sam Gross, Ben Fertet > 
Samuelson, Morris Wax, Le Vel 
zor, David Weshner, Harry Eall, 
Krouse, Sam Schwartz, Edgar 
and Jacob Fox. : 
Scully’s Exchange Swing 
William A. Scully, Univer:ai gg 
eral sales manager, left Sunday %& 
(24) for Detroit on the firs: lay 
his swing through the miidlg’ 
exchanges. Plans to be awiy@ 
Dec. 2, and then will stay ing 
York until Dec. 13. i 
Scully and other home cf icej 
cials plan to head for the Cozgsta@ 


| that time for confabs on ne\v-s@ 
| product at the Universal pla xt. 9 


| 





Anderson Heads WB Qi pls 
Minneapolis, Nov. #5 
Warner Brothers’ changes 
bring in Art Anderson, ma‘ia 
the Des Moines branch, as 
branch manager. He succeeds 
Olson, transferred to Des i 
| Anderson was a member of the Wig 
| ner sales staff here before be ing || 
}moted to the Des Moines 4 
manager post. 
20th’s Tax Suit p 
Atlanta, Nov. £6 
| Suit for an injunction to regs 
| Fulton county from assessi1g 8:4 
Century-Fox Film Co. $93,¢ 00 | 
| for 1940 was filed last wees Meg 
|perior court. Petition na! ied ME 
| A. Moore, tax receiver, anc Ty; 
| Suttles, tax collector, claiming 


Ss 


Of.) assessment on company S M@ 
picture films had been a: biti} 
fixed by tax assessors. ‘ 

Assessors had assessed filra aty@ 4 
of their market value when 
pany declined to make a isx i 
upon demand. Company cle g 
assessment was too high and 24g 
A. L. Etheridge signed an orden’ 
porarily restraining Suttles 
i collecting taxes. Date for Hv mam 
on petition has not been se. 





Kail Joins TWA 4 
Kansas City, \vov. (2am 
Robert Kail left post as a3 
manager of Loew’s Midlan4 ti 
Transcontinental & Western «gm 
| sales department. Manager Joky gi 
Manus made Joseph P. Ho!lorg | 
new assistant. He comes in fre 
dianapolis, also was under the’. 
banner. 


¥ glee 


# 


7) 


Cincinnati, ov 
o 
(25): 

Allen, salesman. Metro, chief Bolg 
William Onie, Monogram, ar@ ¥ 


John Allen Cincy Variet “] 


Officers 
| club, 


of Tent No. 
elected Monday 


Viotg 
Te 


Vea 


liam Koegel, Goldsmith spam 
goods, assistant chief barl ers 
|Greenberg, indie exhib. pm@@ 
'master; Ralph Kinsler. W'3. Wg 


(Continued on page 1% 


MORROS, MISS CODD 
TO PLUG ‘2D CHORE 


Paramount has recomn 
Paulette Goddard 
Morros on a countrywide 
connection with Morros 
‘Second Chorus,’ which 
ducer will screen spec 
| hibitor-buyers in a number © 
ing keys within the next @ 
| weeks. Miss Goddard is featug@ 
| the film. A 

First stop is Dallas, ot!1ers 
New Orleans, Memphis, ivevw: 
| Boston, Montreal, Toron 0. oy 
| Detroit, Chicago, Kansas Cik 
Moines and Salt Lake City. 
|licity representative from the g 


1 nde 
accombPal! 


th > 


al y 


| will be assigned to accompan, # 
ros and, if she goes along, Mis ji 
dard, for interviews, ex ib ALY 
| eons, etc. , 
| Thought on the part of Me's 
| to cover the country on 51S (Bag 
}much in the same manner .hi %@ 
| Levey did for ‘Boys From Sy eu 
in the sale of which he pliyed #9 
part. Various pre-release: da & 
being set up on ‘Second Choi 
|general release is not unl’! 
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16 FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, November 27, 1940 
~ i . supporter in the secondary houses. | frustration by Rogers of the outlaw 
° ° ‘highly abstract and the film slows to Re SUPE akes ineffectual attempts to| gang that’s bee Sl 
ory | ™sn Be. Saree - . ure views Story makes ineffectual « p gang plundering the 
The Philadelphia Ste 7 te toddle. Discussion - rey a ina generate dramatic suspense, but| Idaho territory to which he takes 
Motes votense of Jose 1. Meskiswies | burns virginky — aie te eres never achieves that aim. refuge after his eastern mixup. And 
ee stil Pea eiceatl, tanietel’ Bath riage to a 7 it a esn't ‘The Philadelphia Story’ (MG). Lloyd Nolan, ace pilot of a char- for one who supposedly an e@ast- 
Hussey, John Howard, Roland Young, John | talk somew gy only Metro| Hepburn re-creates last season's | tering plane outfit, is the hero of| erner, Rogers sure totes his gun and 
oa on aan" te " ae “set ‘will get no squawks stage success, with grade-A cast radio series written by Lynn Bari—|cocks his fists in a manner that i 
Vired > George Cukor. Screenplay by | ci it. sw 2 squaws: oh . es : ’ - oir ar ‘ . , — 
Donsla Obaen lc gg cn aaee by ' stay * Philadelphians catching not and production. and naturally the pair are in love. he never learned in east, dude 
Philip Barry; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg; pie the appearance but the spirit ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th). Solid Gal persuades Nolan to get a desk | ranches or no. ! 
editor, Frank Sullivan. Previewed in Pro- the M Line in sufficient quan- | sical tertainment f ide job in his outfit for settling-down Rogers is reasonably okay, though i 
jection Room, N. ¥., Nov, 25, "40. Run- of the N ee native homesick. filmusical en Or wa process before marriage, but when | being best when tenoring a couple of ; 
ning time, 111 MINS. : uty to = e - hon provided a | audience appeal. ; ; tough job involving contract comes | tunes, self-accompanied on the i 
CM Senter Haven, ¢..0...%503 Cary Cram Franz es ly filling the gaps | ‘Always a Bride’ (WB). Light- up in Honduras, Nolan takes off.| guitar in one, while Hayes gives ‘ 
Tracy re bees arine epburn | sparse § : Icely € | . 243 : : - 3 . . J ©: } 
ope rage SO Wrastenve ;  dueee Stewart serie d on te dialog | weight program comedy sub- | Miss Bari follows with sound crew | his usually creditable performance 
Elizabeth Imbriec.......scccces: Ruth Hussey ” Film Pvill play a few dates in De-| merging Rosemary Lane. to broadcast from rs = 1 2 oa to supply the film's Only comedy, i 
etd aay AGO. .soyenens ++ ae Sigare cember, but will be held for general | ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th). Minor | the ene age I og pw Carol Hughes is fairly pleasant to 
Seth Lord 2.1. 1) c 7 {2 "yonn Halliday release until Jan. 10, as the agree-| jeague entertainment for the dual agai wag ry ™ pre te and sk re look at, but lacks acting ability, 
Margaret L.ord......cccessscsecs Mary Nosh ment with the Theatre Guild, which fillers to gain e flying ntact, sku She's the romantic interest. Maude 
+ Mt. * inte Weldlet ; . Joey 1 S. duggery with Nolan's plane. Climax | Fp sat h old d : 
Dinah Lord...ecsseeeerres irg *’ produced the legiter, forbids distri ‘Law and Order’ (U) Good ith Nola d Miss Bari urne, as a toug lame; Joseph 
Siney Kidd. seesceeeeeeerses Henry Daniell Pution before then. That's to pre- eck © _ comes xth th "Ge ana ! 5 tter's Sawyer, the outlaw chief, and Jay 
ecm ES or — Pte vent conflict with the show, which Johnny ac rown western, aloft wit e. erman In 1a ers Novello, as Sawyer’s aide, do well « 
Ss geikancesaws sraseeeees . fe the road again after a summer crammed with action. lane, with radio broadcast describ- enough. Stns 
: lL Mat -, ee Miss Hepburn ‘The Border Legion’ (Rep). ing the battle inside the plane from . 
Determined to be faithful until it layoff during which Miss p oS cameos. aueey aie te Gene 
hurts, Met virtually transplanted worked in the picture. Play un Mediocre westerner Marring Roy dramatic content sufficiently to 
ee anspsantee corked in New York March 28, 1939,| Rogers and ‘Gabby’ Hayes, intent 3 Among Human Wol 
the stage of the Shubert theatre © 4 os til March 30, 1940 eB I Ww : create much interest in the proceed- ves 
(N. Y¥.) to the Coast, turned a and ran unt , Herb. Among Human Wolves’ (FA). | ings, and ending fails to jell. (BRITISH-MADE) 
camera on ‘The Philadelphia Story | Very poorly made English Cast goes through the motions, and Film Alliance release of Anglo-American 
and let go. Result—up to a re meller about spies. a et gpg a oor 4 the Film Corp. production, Directed by John 
oint—is a slick picture. e | ‘Man of*the Hour’ (French). ne can with an inadequate script. Baxter, Based on story, ‘Lone Wolves,’ by 
point itself, which covers roughly | TIN PAN ALLEY Chevalier clicks with his « Walt. | Charles Robert Dumas. At Central, N.Y. 
reels f a to ix inclusive, there’s al . rs eve . au songs dual, week Nov, 20, ‘40. Running time, 
b “e om irections Gait, however, | (MUSICAL) in a madcap French-made pic, 61 MINS. 
og of abs Ss. ralt, ver, » 9 ra John Richardson...........- Basil Radferd 
is soon recaptured and the film) | __ Hollywood, Nov. 20. not his best. : LAW AND ORDER Helen Richardson........- Silvia St. Claire 
romps home a winner Sich - Foe. vaeee Eres” Gases. dive The Great Beginning’ (Rus- Max Von Reimer.......... Thorley Walters 
- , S . productie Stars Alic Faye, b Tae . = . ° ™ - h = a he . 
It’s definitely not a celluloid ad- bi ack Oakie, John Payne; features} sian). First Soviet pic since the (WITH SONGS) Tae ae eunee setae Peter nwtaaese 
g ask € ore ws : —s 2 lie en . ae ° all : 5 i POTIOIL. wee eeeceeses -«- Pom elm 
venture for wee lads and lassies and “!!e" ee —~“ + | Finnish invasion is overlong, but Universal production and release, Stars | Colonel Blondin.........++.. loseph Ambler 
} j riliN rilbert. pects : red i e € « 170 t , wit “own; e "es “uzzy spec tc y ar sec re » 
no doubt some of the faithful watch- | j/yj.¢ Screenplay by Robert Ellis and| absorbing propaganda drama. | Satees, samen Gade, War ten, lore > gala ecto oh dele weeny ome 
a Se poverty Sa ee Seer —— “ay “y x pony Cording William Worthington, ' Directed eee re ea —e 
ring C av wor abou lat. arris; camera, eon - , y; » | is . : lby Ray Taylor. Based ovel f 83 9 a ; P 
Geax the eee ‘veineaian pool epi-| Walter Thompson; songs by divers sources: | er lyric to ‘K-K-Katy,” with sundry lname by W. R. Burnett; adaptation, Sher-|,, 2nere’s a little of a story behind 
ey ob ; i musical director, Alfred Newman; dances, | horuses giving that oidi ian Lowe and Victor McLeod; songs, |‘Among Human Wolves’ but if it 
sode, which caused some tsk-tsking 4,. eli eviewed at Westwood | Patter cho S giving that oldie a | ms r ; Songs, ; 1 
and 'b hiking on Broadway, has: co eee eo Honning time: 92/ Strong plug. Miss Faye is highlight- | Milton Rosen, Everett Carter and James | hadn’t gotten across from England, 
toon boldl vesreduesd in Donald | ao | ed as the senior member of the sister | 2°°Y' ae, sree Se A ig anon the loss would have been inconse- 
Ogden Stewart's screenplay . Of | Katie Blane..........ceeeeeeeeeed Alice Faye | act, and carries most of the singing|37 MINS.’ Te | quential. Print came over by Clip- a 
Philip Barry’s legit hit. So has Un-) lily Blane.........seeeeeeeees Betty Grable | burden to topmost effect. Miss Gra-| pin Ratston.......... Johnny Mack Brown | Per but all stills, production data, de- 
cle Willie's wolfe habit of pinching Harry Calhoun eeees eocccccceeee Jack a | ble displays her _shapeliness in a te a al ai ee aac Fuzzy Knight tailed credits, etc., were lost. Result 
pretty young ladies’ derrieres Teeter seer pee seb esenioness eens | series of abbreviated and eyeful | Sally Dixon...........s.s0e0 Nell O'Day | is Film Alliance, American distribu- 
: Panag a ‘ Nora Bayes.......s..s.2....Esther Ralston | costumes, although the camera in | Brant: --..:-sr-sssseeees rsssss-dames Craig | tor of the picture, does not have data 
All of which, in addition to a gen- pou III. Ben Carter | other respects is sometimes none t00 | wider... 2 Barle Hofging | concerning adaptor, film editor, cam- 
erous taste of socialite quaffing *° Reggie Caretall.. <<. oneee soca a flattering; and Payne catches atten- | peal..... EE ARN: Me aS Robert Fiske | Craman, etc. A story of espionage, 
excess and talk of virtue, jade] hi od ng ERSTE <alchepelice ed Keating | tion with his serious-minded por- | Jimmy. 7... ......eee ......Jdames Dodd | and country-spying, the import from 
uneasy, makes “The Philadelphia (miyey Maymondssrreetsts"*Biy “Gilbert | trayal of the ambitious song publish- | J¥4se Williams.......... Wm. Worthington | Britain is among the poorest to be 
Story’ a picture every suburban jeieohone Operator.--..----- Lilian Porter|er and suitor in the romantic brought in. 
mamma and poppa must see—after ! pert Melville. .....eeeeeeees . a: TYtet Brooke | sequences. A generous amount of gunplay, The cast isn’t so bad—though it is 
Junior and little Kisie Dinsmore are | Hote! Clerk... ++.+++: Willian RYDechieen | The Nicholas Bros. reappear for| hard riding, skullduggery and plot/far from outstanding—but the pro- 
tucked away. Producer Joe Man~| pit stanleye ccc ccicesesercces Lionel Pape | another of their fast-routined dance |suspense, plus one excellent fist | ducing is amateurish, the continuity 
kiewicz has tossed in the works tO ctuce Doorman.....ceccceesees Billy Revan | specialties, and score another hit in | fight, make this latest Johnny Mack | jumpy, photography poor and the 
Cir Out of sapntetceed & vie ene heteeeteneses ne Dewey Robinson | the ‘Sheik of Araby’ production num- | Brown =saga_ of the sagebrush a/| recording away under standard. Be- 
as Mr. and Mrs. Know-what-it s-all- een ke ebsites ee ee ber. Billy Gilbert is briefly promi- | worthwhile booking for accounts ‘cause of the sloppy direction, cred- 
about are likely to see. — 74, yo “eee George Watts | nent but effective in this part, while | playing to westerns trade. It is no| ited to John Baxter, plus the poor 
; The smarties are going to relish  Speciaities: Princess Vanessa Ammon, | frozen-faced Allen Jenkins catches} more believable than most frontier | sound, it is sometimes difficult to 
Philadelphia Story’ a lot more than Brian Sisters and Roberts Bros., Nich- | nlenty of laughs as the building jani- | dramas. but that doesn’t matter; the| follow the story. Pronounced Eng- 
the two-bit trade; they're going to = nm |tor who winds up as top sergeant of | production value is there, together | lish accents in certain cases also do 
get a boot out of catching on to such ‘Tin Pan Alley’ primed as a suc- | the boys in the army. Esther Ralston | with plenty of action. not help. 
subtleties as photog Ruth Hussey’s in Fan ey, primed as a Suc | portrays Nora Bayes impressively:| Brown, former Alabama U. foot-| Action opens in Paris where a 
crack to-reporter Jimmy Stewart cessor to ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ | 


after he’s been neatly put in his 
ce by Cary Grant: ‘Here’s a hand- 
erchief. There’s spit in your eye 


and it shows.’ A number of such 


an extremely profitable grosser of 
two seasons back, is substantial en- | 


tertainment for wide audience appeal | 
and will click a merry tune at the | 


John Loder is an English officer, and 
Elisha Cook, Jr., an ambitious song- 
writer. 

Picture unfolds at a consistently 
fast clip throughout, and is provided 





| Knight with him for laughs. 


ball star and still retaining that Dixie 
accent, continues to have Fuzzy 
Latter 
is funnier in this instance than in 


;some prior cases, and for a twist the 





|German spy has stolen a_ secret 
| cartridge, then shifts to Berlin where 
|}espionage agents of the Allies seek 
| to regain it, at the same time collect- 


: : j i , - - ing important militarv information. 
are, no doubt, going to pass ‘em by. = eee ’ Not ee ——_ 'with top A_ production mounting. | film ends on Knight still trying to| Through a romance between an Eng- ‘ 

It's Katharine Hepburn’s picture Alexander’ as a grosser, It Is due for | Bhotoeraphy by Leon Shamrov is of | knock off a slot-machine for the jack- | lish girl, acting as a spy, and the son 
just as it was her show, but with as — takes ane extended runs in the | pichest standard. Walt. |pot while Brown and Nell O'Day | of a German general engaged in in- 
fetching a lineup of thesp talent as keys generally. | look on without going into the pro-| telligence, which reaches a serious 
is to be found, she’ got to fight every Brimful of fundamental hoke, in- verbial clinch. stage, the cartridge is retrieved be- 
clever line of dialog all of the way cluding broad comedy, romance, a ALWAYS A BRIDE | A former U. S. marshal, Brown | fore chemists can figure it out and a 
to hold her lead. Pushing hard is touch of patriotic flavor, and repeti- ,| and his two pals, Knight and James | hairbreadth escape is made over the 
little Virginia Weidler, the kid sis- tion of several old song favorites of | Warner Bros. release of First National Craig, wander into a tough town of | border 

, ie : ’ 7 oC ¢ Ss iti ic- | luction. Features Rosemary sane, : fees <b : | ae 
ter, who has as twinkly an eye with i —s te eer ge pice | protec pm. westers Eldredge. Virginia |@arly six-shooting days and clean | Basil Radford, best among the 
a fast quip as a blinker light. Ruth ure is ideally set up for genera | Brissac, Francis Pierlot. Directed by Noel out the Daggett gang of murderers. | players, is an English spy working 
Hussel is another from whom direc- audience interest. Studio encoun-| yo smith. Screenplay by Robert E. Kent | The irl (Miss O'Day) is th ? rd : 
tor G j- tered some headaches along the line. | from play by Barry Conners; camera, & - ay) is the | with his sister, Silvia St. Claire, who 

or George Cukor has milked maxi- ‘l 7 : ft Seca ee Fe ee . rank Magee. |aaughter of one of the Daggett vic- | is an attractive t but suffers f 

5 r ? he | Charles Schoenbaum; editor, Frank Magee; “ ‘al n attractive type Dut suffers from 
mum results to get a neat blend of Tyrone Power and Don Ameche aries § am; Bs tims, and, as usual. she is alway : : 

2 tes" ,' were originally set for the top| dialog director, Hugh MacMullan. At Pal- ns, » aS usual, she is always; bad makeup. The young German 
- = aye diRedeey Srelaee a Ae honors with Alice Faye, but casting | *°°,\-.* i MINS 20, ‘40, dual, Run- | around when things are looking dan- | lad, lovesick over Miss St. Claire. is 
python-tongued smart-aleckness. s hon aye, Cas | ing time, 58 MINS. | ge s. Miss O'’Dav  aeanetce sue ; 7 ; ’ 
for Carv Grant. James Stewart and 2Ssignments necessitated shifts of | alice Bond....... vesegeessRosemary Lane | SCFOUS. Miss O'Day, @ refreshing | played by Thorley Walters. He's 
Roland Y "there’s little to be Jack Oakie and John Payne into the | Michael Stevens........+.++ George Reeves | tYP€, also packs a gun and in one | not impressive, especially in a ro- 
pace th ‘ poy hal arsine eat Power-Ameche slots, and addition of | Marshall Winkler.......... -John Eldredge | Sequence uses it to knock off two | mantic way. Others include Peter 
lished ” John + 5 da John Halliday Betty Grable. Switch strengthened. | Seem soc dled oe, woe be* a | Gawthorne, Tom Helm, Joseph Am- 
and Mary Nash, in lesser roles, more Tather than weakened, the starring | pan Jarvis............0+++++:Oscar O'Shea “Fhose Ha oF tin oe ip. waar G6 Cerra tee tani 
than adequately fill in what Barry Combo apparently. Hays office also | Mayor Ioomis...........++++: Ferris Taylor | | * se Fiappy Vid Days, being sung | ———— 

us ot abeiaat f wh sate stepped in and required extended | Franklyn... ....--..ssssssesee joseph King | by AKnight, whe accompanies | 
must have dreamt of when he wrote 2 U}iee of the harem number, nixing | Mary Ann Coleridse...)...... “Phyllis Ruth | self at the piano. Another is ‘Okla-| MAN OF THE HOUR 

For Miss Hepburn this is some- | What was claimed a too vivid display GeeetiR cs ccctcoccccccsscchecc deck San Doda sae with Me by James! ov) 
thing of a screen comeback. Whether | °f Showgirls’ torsos. Particularly ef- | Cnarlie.......... han cies fom Wi “tote of the cast, a Miss O'Day (‘L’Homme Du Jour’) 
it means she has reestablished her- | ficient job of cutting in this sequence | ade? i “7 1 additi ah <oneges lanai 
self in pictures is something that | Tetains all of the entertainment, and ‘Always a Bride’ is a weakie for n addition to the top members of (With Songs) 
pete pre : a teiget paneer ¢ar | sbdeeds things i rhat might have the duals. It wastes Rosemary Lane the cast, Harry Cording makes an —— 
can’t be said from this viewing for S2CeCs things up in what mis a e aue wast a excellent vilis} fi sregh | Trio Films release of Les Films Marquis 
she doesn’t play in ‘The Philadel- | developed into a slowdown spot. |and introduces George Reeves, an|©xcellent villain. His fistic en-| \oauction. Stars Maurice Chevalier: fea- 
phia Story’: ‘she is ‘The Philadelphia Story carries background of the | unknown, who might do better with | counter with Brown is a pip. Lessers | tures Elvire Popesco, Alerme, Josette Day. 
Story’ The perfect conception ar noisy but colorful stretch of 46th a plausible yarn and adequate direc- include Cording, henchman, and | Directed by Julien Duvivier. Story and 
all flighty but characterful Main Street and 8th avenue, headquarter- tion. It also is virtually a screentest William Worthington, latter playing | — ee gg Pe ggg Hoot , 
Line socialite gals rolled into one, i"% Successful and shoestring song |for Virginia Brissac and Francis | @ judge who holds court under | Ener’ Vincent Scotts: camera, Hubert. At 
the story without her is almost in. PUDlishers in 1915. Oakie is a typical | Pierlot, from legit. Both come comical circumstances in the town | 5th st. Playhouse, N. Y¥., week Nov. 22, 
conceivable. Just the right amount breezy ex-vaudevillian, teamed with | through despite what’s handed them saloon with drinking suspended | ‘40. Running time, 93 MINS. 
of beauty, just the right amount of tunesmith-ambitious Payne in a pub- |in supporting roles. | while it is in session. Char. nee age one . ee ee 
disarray in wearing clothes, just the lishing venture that requires Payne First 35 minutes of screen time is iw mee Sek.......... "arin Manan 
right amount of culture in her voice t© tab the rent coin with frequent | devoted to endless words as Michael , Corm er de la Creuse.........eeeeeed Alerme 
—it’s no one but Hepburn. ring battles. The impecunious pair | Stevens, the town’s laziest, happy- | VHE BORDER LEGION Suzanne Petit.........000. . Josette Day 

— Story is localed in the very social hit the jackpot with a pop tune, and go-lucky Irisher, soft-soaps his rival, (WITH SONGS Milo... eee eresense nef nee pe oe 
s and comparatively new (for Philly, Swing into swank offices, with main | Marshall Winkler, the young success- SONGS) Suzanne's Sister........ Paulette Elambert 
y 1860) Main Line sector in the su- song-plugging end handled by Alice | ful business man. In between, Alice | | Republic release of Joseph Kane produc- | The Grand Old Lady.....Marguerite Deval 
4 burbs of Quakertown. Miss Hep- Fave, half of a sister act who warms (Rosemary Lane) argues with her tlon. ope aa? Rogers and George | The Poet.....ccccccccccceccs eee. Pizani 
J a 9 ° ° - - Gabb ves Yirect YY osep ia " ral ' ° 14 Kahbre 
burn, divorced from Grant, a bit of | Up to Payne. But there's the inevi- | parents, squabbles with her husband- | gcrecnplay. Olive Connon ung Face nA Bee ee nave ceveese sone Pernané Pebre 
rather useless uppercrust like her- | table romantic split. Miss Faye hops | to-be, Marshall, and glows whenever | additional’ treatment, George Carleton mae ee ane 
self, is about to marry a stuffed- to London to become a music hall | Michael is around. She’s about to| Brown; based on novel by Zane Grey: | d sai scan 
; } sense wi y able: ’ ; file tania. & BA. naer | Camera, Jack Marta; edito Sdw: ann: | : : 

bosom man of the people, John oo a me henge hy sen, a ms the owe bid Mike fare vell In a fit of anger aanae al director "Cs re a , st org | (In French; with English Titles) 

Howard. Grant, to keep Henry %OYS drop back into oblivion as song | when she suddenly decides elope- | Projection Room. N. ¥.. Nov. 29 '49. Run- | Maurice Chevalier’s latest French 
Daniell, publisher of the mags Dime nublisheys: war comes; they pass up | ment is the only solution of the prob- | ning time: 58 MINS, § | wal film may do tolerably well in arty 
and Spy (Time and Life, get it?) ‘America I Love You,’ enlist in the lem. Plot is just that implausible Steve Kells..............,+0+++.Roy Rogers | theatres. but ‘The Man of the Hour’ 
from running a scandalous piece army, and Payne revives his ro-| without the saving grace of strong | gi (n°St John Whittaker’....‘"Gabby" Hayes | win) not build from word-of-mouth 
about Miss Hepburn’s father, Halli- mance with Miss Faye in London be- | lines or performances. Gulden Soap nbame ote etingd ~~ Genesee because it’s a rambling, disjointed 
day, agrees to get a reporter and fore taking off for France. After the Miss Lane struggles without too _ Hurricane Hattie........,...Maude Eburne | affair. Not only is it “ar from Che- 
photog into the Hepburn household oi aa there’s the inevitable em- much _ success. with silly _ lines. apd eli i itiitsesseees, Jay Novello | yalier’s best, but it also fails to meas- 

} , ; teor ad Ty sree eR ae aes Me ee Hal Tallaferr akg Pc cians fr ttt wes 
preceding and during the wedding. |, °race. | ., George Reeves, as Mike, doesn’t | Rea... a oo “| ure up to Julien Duvivier's stronge! 

Stewart and Miss Hussey are as- In addition to infectious and solid | appear nearly ready for fea- | Tony.... {TUTTI peal Pan | screen productions, and patently it 
signed and Grant, whose position as entertaiment factors, Tin Pan Alley’ tured roles. John Eldredge, in the | Officer Willets......Robert Emmett Keane is below Charles ‘Spaak’s scripting 
ex-husband is rather unique in the focuses attention on the Edgar, Marshall Winkler character, fails to on : 





standard. Film is about three years 
The same old story. The fugitive | old but just released in U. S. 

shields someone else, the girl still There are several contributory fac- 
believes in him, the fugitive joins | tors to the uneven story-telling. The 
the outlaws to get the goods on them | passages early in the fable wherein 
—and so on. Just so much triteness |a stage electrician, Alfred Boulard, 


that a more or less fair cast can’t | is represented climbing the popular- 
lift from the slough to which the | i 


Leslie-Archie Gottler hit of 1917, 
‘America I Love You.’ The tune gets | 
plenty of intensive plugging, and is | 
particularly timely for pop revival. 
Other old favorites brought back for 
renewed interest include ‘Goodbye | 
Broadway, Hello France.’ ‘K-K-Katy.’ | 


mansion, manages to get them in un- 
der a pretext. 

Everyone, nevertheless, knows 
why Stewart and Miss Hussey are 
there and the repartee is swift. Night 
before the wedding, everyone gets 
well steeped in champagne and a 


impress, Wear. 





CHARTER PILOT 


Hollywood, Nov. 23. | 
20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 





j ‘ i »| zel productio ; sloyd Nolan; - | - ity scale as an idol of Paris because 
number of things happen. Among ‘Moonlight Bay,’ ‘Honeysuckle Rose Mh ag pmany iy | Raggy Ban | stereotyped dialog and _ situations | he has been blood donor to save 4 
them Miss Hepburn and Stewart and ‘Sheik of Araby.” New tune, | Montgomery, Directed py Eugene Forde. |Telegate “The Border Legion.’ For | noted actress’ life, is bright and 
raise an infatuation and somewhere ‘You Say the Sweetest hings | Screenplay by Stanley Rauh and Lester the lower half of the duals, of | witty. Broad farcical strokes given 
around 5 a.m. go swimming in the (Baby),’ by Mack Gordon and Harry | Sea Biicene oe More by 5. Tone, see | Cmuree. the life of the actress’ troupe and the 
family pool. They come back to, Warren, is enhanced by extended | @rict. Previewal et Fox Upriwn, Nov, 22, | This adaptation of a Zane Grey | conceit aroused by the dumb stage 
meet fiance Howard, who _ will production montage, and has chance | ‘40. Running time, 68 MINS. | novel is generally okay on the pro- | worker are in the best French cine- 
scarcely believe it was just a dunk | to click among current pop numbers. | ine Morgan rea teeanane nen baes Lloyd Noten / duction end, but the pace is draggy | ma tradition. But it is when Duvi- 
they were after and the marriage is Oakie provides a standout charac- | anaes 2 ont ipa naaiena o. _and the acting in a couple of spots | vier attempts to show the angry 2c- 
washed up, leading to a hilarious | terization as the free-and-easy vaude- | Charlie Crane......-... George Montgomery | SO poor that the film assumes an | tress, the disgruntled boarding house 
finale. : villian, generating plenty of laughs | Horace Sturgeon........ Hobart Cavanaugh | unwitting comedic proportion dur- | people where the electrician lives, 
When the acid tongues are turned with his mugging lines and situations Boos evees Coecerrccessecrees Henry Victor | ing a couple of the interludes. Roy |and searches for a plausible ending 
on at beginning and end of the film that highlight his abilities. He puts | ane ceumererneertee , ‘tt irew Tombes | eOBers and George ‘Gabby’ Hayes | that the story flounders. ; , 
it’s a laugh-provoker from way over ‘Goodbye Broadway, Hello | Gwen! 307707777717) charies Wilson | are co-starred, with the former play- Even when the electrician tries h!s 
down. When the discussion gets | France’ in strong fashion, depending | Fred Adams..........++.++. Chick Chandler | ing the medico-fugitive from New | singing alongside that of the music 
deep and serious, however, on the | on his personality in delivery rather | ieovaiatedaaty 


| York State and Hayes his grizzled 
old sidekick. 
Yarn deals 


hall favorite, Maurice Chevalier, the 
story is jerky and builds to an inane 
(Continued on page 18) 


extent of Miss Hepburn’s stone-like than vocal perfection, while a good This is a minor league program- 
character, the verbiage is necessarily ' running gag is the search for a prop- mer that will find its spot as dual 


primarily with the 
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Latest of Blatant Nazi Propaganda 


Pix Is Technically Much Improved 





Herr Hitler's film-makers — 
parently pick up tricks as speedily a 
his army. Just as the technique 0 


ap- : 
s| enthusiasm for De 


¢ digesting an hour of war, or could 





ve 


blitzkrieg in Holland, Belgium and it? 


France improved over that of the 
earlier warfare in Poland, 
film technique in the phase of Der 
Fuehrer’s second conquest of Europe 
has improved. 

‘Blitzkrieg im Westen,’ the Ger- 
man propaganda ministry's last word 
on the fall of France and the Low 
countries, is currently playing to 
hordes of Hitler’s faithful at the 
96th St. theatre in the Nazified York- 
ville sector of .ew York. It’s the 
same house that played ‘Feldzug im 
Polen’ (“Campaign in Poland’) and 
for its next bill promises a real hum- 
dir.ger of Nazi propaganda, ‘Bluten- 
ces Deutschland,’ which holds out 


the promise: ‘Adolf Hitler Speaks— | 


Dr. Goebbels Speaks.’ 
While the picturization of the de- 
mise of Poland was pretty dull stuff, 


the taking of the western countries | 
can hardly be placed in the same | 


category. Diluted with sufficient 
quantities of salt to compensate for 
the Nazi commentary and the por- 
tions of the film which have ob- 
viously been left out, ‘Blitzkrieg im 
Westen’ is an interesting—albeit ter- 
rifying—documentary. 

Somewhere between Poland and 
France Dr. Goebbels’ stable of hoke 
artists seems to have picked up a 
capable film editor. He shows even 
a sign of a sense of humor. While 
the Polish picture—which reputedly 
hastened the downfall of Norway 


when shown to its officers to demon- 


strate the might of the German war 


, . . saad . | 
machine—is deadly repetitious with | 
lengthy sequences of marching men, | 
rumbling tanks, more men and more | 


tanks, the second edition of ‘Blitz- 
krieg’ is breath-taking. 

This is a picture purely of mech- 
anized might. Marching men are 
held to a minimum, 
riety of gasoline-powered equipment 
is not only frightening, but at one 
point becomes actually humorous in 
its terrible way. That’s when a Ger- 
man soldier comes along on a gas- 


driven scooter similar to those en- 
joyed by American kids. It’s a not- 
too-subtle contrast to giant 12- 


wheeled transport trucks and the 
greatest assemblage of tanks, armored 
cars and other devastatingly power- 
ful motorized equipment the world 
has ever seen. 


All this is skilfully edited in the | 


film to keep down length of se- 
quences and give shots from all an- 
gies in rapid succession. Woven in 


so the | 


while the va- 


Spielers, in English, 


Underplay Narration 


Narration in ‘Blitzkrieg im Wes- 
‘ten,’ as in the reels on the Polish 
|campaign, is in English. And even 
|the commentators (there are two; 
|they switch in the middle) seem to 
| lack enthusiasm. Voices are dull and 
| flat, the narrative not in the boast- 
| ful manner of the earlier picture— 
| which makes it more impressive if 
| anything, but perhaps accounted for 
|/some of the lack of enthusiasm in 
ithe Nazi audience. 


| Shots of Hitler and the French 
general, Huntzinger, signing the 


Armistice in the railway car are ex- 
|eellent and no doubt an important 
| contribution to the history of our 
| times, if anyone in the future cares. 
| Evacuation of Dunkirk, on the other 
|hand, is rather poorly covered by 
the German lens crew. Maybe they 
considered it too definitely a British 
victory or maybe the RAF was too 
active for them. At any rate, only 
some of the tons of equipment the 
English left behind on the beach are 
shown. 

Next episode in producer Goebbels’ 
film serial would naturally be ‘The 
Fall of England.’ Production, how- 
ever, seems to have been delayed. 


‘Bleeding Germany’ Next, 
With Trailer te Match 


With no one—-the Dies committee 
included — apparently making any 
effort to halt the stream of Nazi 
propaganda pictures pouring into the 
United States, German film forces 
appear to be growing bolder. Most 
blatant Hitler propaganda picture 
yet to be shown in this country is 
{now scheduled for the 96th St. thea- 
| tre in Manhattan’s little Germany, 
| Yorkville. 
| Film is ‘Blutendes Deutschland.’ 
Its opening date is still indefinite, 
| depending on the run of ‘Blitzkrieg 
jim Westen,’ another propaganda 
special, now packing Nazi crowds 
|into the house, Title means ‘Bleed- 


| 





| theatre’s program, more or less lit- 
|erally translated, perhaps best tells 
the story. 

‘This factual film,” it reads, ‘is laid 
in the year 1933, shortly after the 
transformation to National Socialism 
| took place. And, seen with the eyes 


| meant Yorkville has lost some of its 
r Fuehrer after 


‘in his familiar style. It is when he 
tries to act that he overdoes. Even 
so, his performance would have been 
far smoother if the initial tempo had 
been maintained. Instead, there’s a 
long string of trivial, uninteresting 
mugging which even his concluding 
song fails to overcome. 

| Elvire Popesco, as Mona Talia. the 
great French actress, is vivid, but 
not exactly the type for American 
'screen. Alerme, vet French actor. 
| is superb as the actress’ manager and 
husband. Josette Day makes the role 
of Chevalier’s sweetheart intriguing 
and more effectual than the time 
allotted it on the screen. The affair 
between this girl as the aspiring 
youthful actress and the manager Is 
shunted to one side in order to keep 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
' 
| 


interest focused on Chevalier. 
maybe the censors stepped in, The 
'most likely members. in the sup- 


porting cast, are Marcelle Genia, 
Paulette Elembert, Pizani and Renee 
Devillers. Photography and lighting 
not up to recent French film stand- 
ards, explained, of course. by the 
film's age. Recording also is ''neven. 
Wear. 


THE KISS OF FIRE 


(With Sengs) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Hakim Bros. release (Juno 
Paris Film production. Stars Viviane 


Films) of 
Ro- 


(In French; with Enoalish Titles) 

‘The Kiss of Fire’ (‘Une Baiser de 
Feu’) is an amusing French comedy, 
offering plenty of exploitation oppor- 
tunities (up to the point where local 
police object) and should do com- 
paratively strong biz in the right 
houses as soon as proner wor/-of- 
mouth gets around. It’s by no means 
another ‘Baker’s Wife’ (now almost 











same unique Gallic humor. 


Or | 


} 
| prejudice of some of the farmers 


{Against this broad background is 





' advances of various men around the 
| place, of her joy and wisdom at her 
| husband's 


| Jacal politicians, is sent as a delegate 
|to the Kremlin and, at the fadeout, | 


| 


| hardly the glamor gir! to U. S. film- 
| goers that she seems to 


mance: features Tino Rossi, Mireille Balin. 
Miche] Simon, Dalio. Directed by August 
Genine. Story, Auguste PBrilley: camera, 
TeFevre: music, Vincent Scotto At Little 
Carnegie, N. Y.. week Nov. 20, ‘40. Run-| 
nine time, 83 MINS, 

TM, 562 0.04096 0605%9 0-0 Viviane Romance 
Marin. ..cccccscccccscvccscccces 

Michel. .cccccccccess bvecseces Michel Simon 
ER, 5405 6900660000600008 Mireille Balin 
The Photoprapher..c.scccccsssssceees Dalio 
Aunt Therese........0..e002: Jeanne Loury 


|}and eloquent actress who makes the 


..Tino Rossi| V. Vanin gives a deft'y-shaded, ex- 
| presaive portrayal 
'p 





| ning,’ in which Stalin is hailed as 


rounding out a year’s stay in New|seem rather ludicrous to anyone but 
York), but it possesses some of the | the 


| ture of peasant :ife on the collectiv- 


piece, although a trifle more subile 
than some previous Soviet pictures 
and certainly less blatant than many 
of the recent Nazi films, 

As usual with Russian pictures, 
‘The Great Beginning’ is over-delib- 
erate, attenuated and has all the 
technical flaws common to foreign 
product. Its story is genuine, how- 
ever; its situations and characters 
are plausible, and, except for its 
frankly proselytizing finale, it offers 
a revealing and often touching pic- 


ist farms. 

Yarn deals with a courageous 
woman who, when her husband de- 
serts her, rallies her laggard neigh- 
bors to work the farmlands. She 
has to deal not onl with their lazi- 
ness, but with the anti-feminine 


and several corrupt minor officials. 
shown the heroine’s personal story, 


of her handling of the farm young 
people, of her evading the amorous 


eventual return. She 
finally triurnphs over the crooked 


is shown making a_ triumphant 
speech about and jo‘’ning in a tribute 





to Stalin. 
Although Vera Maretskaya is 

be to the 

Soviet comrades, she is a sensitive 


heroine believable and sympathetic. 


of her not too 
right husband, and most of the sup- 
orting parts are played with un- 
affected sincerity. Direction is slow; 
photography, lighting and sound are 
all inferior, but there are a number 
of vivid shots of Russian landscapes. 
The ideology of any foreign pic- 
ture is probably of more interest to 
the Dies Committee or J. Edgar 
Hoover than to Variety, yet the 
final moments of ‘The Great Begin- 





the exponent of liberty, is apt to 


most intense 
Nevertheless, a 


zealot. 
portion of | 


Party 
sizable 


|. Title gives a tipoff to larger quan-| last Wednesday's (20) audience at 


tities of sex than the nic actually 
| boasts. Not that Viviane Romance 
|} doesn’t toss a mean gam, but—for 
| U. S. consumption at least—the scis- 
|sors has been sharp and accurate 
when the possibilities become men- 
i acing. 


It’s not that kind of picture. any- | 
| way, although the audience is led to} 


| believe it might be from the early 
| footage. Soon apparent, however, is 
| that it’s French satire and good, clean 
i'fun, despite the ready manner in 
| which Miss Romance hurls herself at 
|any male in sight. The temptress is 
|}shavely and seductive. but so obvi- 
|ously so she’s more laughable than 


Bb enetes 
& : : wicked. 
| ing Germany,’ and the trailer in the | 


Story finds her nicking up Michel 
|Simon in a church. He innocently 
| takes her to his apartment when she 


|says she’s a poor orvhan with no 
place else to sleep. He falls in love 
with her with expected speed, | 


whereupon she starts working on his 
Rossi is about 


ito marry Mireille Balin, but leaves 


are exciting scenes of the Reich | of today, it is as interesting and real |per woiting at the church to scram 


army cleaning up Belgian and 
French towns by ducking from door- 
way to doorway as the- unseen 
enemy machine-guns them. From a 
Hollywood viewpoint these sequences 


aren't very Satisfactory, because the 


enemy is so well hidden. 
understandable, however, 
cameraman was 


It’s quite 
that no 


possibilities for a thrilling shot. 


Ys in | Forty-six political parties—hopeless- 
Grim Humor Even Too | pess—bewilderment. 
rn e > . | ‘“ 2 ‘ ¢ 7? - 
Grim fo r y orkville Then anto Germany s future | 
‘ ; | marched youth,’ the program pro-| Tino Rossi 
Dash of grim humor is injected |claims. ‘Adolf Hitler Speaks—Dr. & 
in pictures of long lines of refugees |Geobbels Speaks. These speeches 


dejectedly trekking back to 
so devastated wonders 
these poor people even bother to re 


one 


y we he “vr , ; ; 
turn—except that they’re the only | delivered long before the National 
homes they have. Being pushed | Socialists came into power And 
along are babies in carriages and | they are today as fresh as then. ves 


hanging on the carriages is a utensil 


for which even Hitler can’t eliminat 
the 


intrepid enough to ; _ -- 
expose himself, no matter what the pation of the Ruhr by France made 
unemployed. 


homes | are perhaps 
why | because they are from the men who | 
- | created the new Germany. They were 


|as then. Every day the papers are 
full of war correspondence and full 
of unfriendly comment. People over 
here don’t understand much, one 
can’t grasp what’s behind Germany's 
moves. 


‘Here you see Versailles,’ the trailer | 


continues in jarger type. 
there was gagged, 


‘Germany 
strangled. 


6,000,000 Germans 


the most 


even more interesting, since we can 
€ | see by what has happened between | 


| with Miss Romance. 
hardly under 


The new affair 
way before the 
femme fatale has discovered in the 
next room in the inn she is 
staving with Rossi a nhotogranpher, 
| Dalio, who wants to do more than 
take pictures. Simon and Rossi un- 
|eover Miss Romance for 
she is and resume their friendship. 


IS 


where 


Occu- | Miss Balin takes Rossi back and. it 


| may- be assumed, everyone lives hap- 
| pilv thereafter. 

| Cast is tononotch. Miss Romance is 
overwhelmingly a bad woman, Miss 
| Balin a good one. 
but likably humorous lover. and 
a pleasant lady-killer. 
Rossi sings a number of tunes to his 


}own guitar accompaniment for nice 


interesting | effect. 


ler. Abruntness of the cutting is be- 
wildering in many spots. while other 
sequences are allowed to roam on 
forever. Director August Genine has 
overworked to its death the trick of 
focusing his lens on innumerable 
objects before getting on the central 
one in introducing a scene. In addi- 
| tion. the camera occasionally appears 
|}to have a vibrator attachment and 


the Miami 
determined 
Soviet 
screen. 


theatre, N. Y 
demonstration 
dictator appeared 


put On a} 

when the 
on the 
Hobe. 


Airlines | 
Continued from page 2 WW | 


stomach—halfway down his 6-foot, 
four-inch bulk—and estimated that 
he weighed about 250 pounds. 

‘But that is nothing,’ he guffawed. 
‘My bear, she was 12 feet tall and 
weighed 2,000 pounds. His paw was | 
nine inches wide and 13 inches long 
—nice little glove, isn’t it?’ 

Mrs. the 








Melchior, Klein- 


pétite 


{chen who was a Danish film star un- 


|der her maiden name, Marie Hacker, 


gave Melchior a warm kiss and then 


rushed him away for his holiday 
dinner at home—on the ducks | 
shipped home from British Colum- 
| bia, where they were victims of | 


|coming up soon under o 


the vixen | 


Mechanically, the picture is a kil- | 


| whiled 


felchior’s marksmanship. 
Reporters 

Scott Moore, who has new show 
hn Golden, 
and who is ferever being mistaken 
for (a) Warren William, (b) Addlphe 
Menjou, or (c) John Barrymore, 
away a dull Tha 
morning at the airport. 


nksgiving 


Over a beer 


|in the Kitty Hawk Room he chatted 


Simon jis an ugly | 


with airport reporters and_ re- 
minisced. Moore recalled doing a 
turn with Hugh O'Connell in ‘The | 
| Racket’ in which he and O’Connell | 
did the ‘first realistic portrayal’ of 


| newspaper reporters. 


‘Before that play,’ he said, ‘re- 
porters were young dudes straight 
out of college, wearing horn-rimmed 


spectacles and always ready with 
pencil and notebook and a stupid 
look on their faces. We did the job 
right. We depicted regular guys 


who got drunk once in a while be- 
cause the people we had to inter- 


necessity. A closeup evokes a/then and now, how earnest and 
sad kind of laugh from the audience. | truthful were their words. The last 
Underlying everything, of course, | mass meeting before taking over-—- 
are scenes of the terrible destruction | The ascension of Hitler to Chan- 
of war. One after the other erst- | cellor. 
while beautiful Belgian and French ‘Bleeding Germany’ is an impor- 
towns—Antwerp, Tournay, Ostend, | tant documentary in the truest sense 
Sedan, Cambrai, Arras, Boulogne, | of the word. 


Calais—are pictured in ruins. Some|to miss it. Don’t fail to see it. 
are shown dropping apart under the | ‘Bleeding Germany’! The film of the 
pounding of heavy guns, others were national resurgence. An interesting 
still smoking when Hitler’s official | picture-document of our troubled 
photographer of death arrived and | times.’ 
still others are nothing but silent | 
devastation. The dead have all been 
removed, but it takes little imagina- | 
tion to picture the twisted bodies of | 
screaming children in that carnage. | 
Even on the most Nazified of York- | 





MAN OF THE HOUR 


(Continued from page 16) 


climax. The stage mechanic is played 


ville’s louts, such scenes have a/| egy ! : 
sobering effect. In contrast with the | 4 te ee 5 tial bole 


enthusiastic applause and cheers that | combo for the signoff. This singing 
greeted each German victory and|episode, with the two Chevalier 
the appearance of Hitler in past pic- | voices dubbed on the same sound 
tures there is ‘now a great silence, | track along with the vocalizing of 
occasionally some scattered hand- pe "puehaniy ph a Eapoograph a 
clapping. Even Herr Adolf entering ° ave ne 

the famed railway car for the final | ter paper, but it is anything but en- 


a , | tertaining on the screen. 
armistice evoked no whole-hearied| Chevalier is happiest when he fs 
response. It 








~@@e 


‘ 








No German can afford | Was made about three vears ago and 


could hardly have! mimicking and putting over a song‘ made. 


, view were sc doggone dumb.’ 
| the English titles were no doubt com- 


| posed from a French-English diction- | . Romance 
| arv to mention just a few defects. | Maybe there is a romance between 
| The picture triumuvhs, nevertheless, | Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, but 


| via its pleasantly French satire. It | professional probers at the airport 
| were unable to confirm it when Miss 
| Ball flew in from Hollywood on the 
oe last week. 

—— Richard Barenson, of Miami's Le 
The Great Beginning | Fronton, blew in on an Fastern Sil- 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) verliner to look over talent for the 


| was highly successful in Eurone. 
Herb. 





Artkino release of Lenfilm production. Di- winter season of his club, and 
| rected by Alexander Zarkht and Joseph | bumped into Arnaz for a warm 
music, Timofevev: ae ae | Rreeting. Barenson gave Arnaz his 
burg. At Miami, N. Y., Noy. 20, '40. Run- | first job in show business, back in | 
y= Me ay Ro Ba nang Wate, Maden | 1936, fronting for a rhumba band. 
Sa penlgeyire gana nstht debebedidiane “Vv. Vanin| Fritz Kreisler, off to Denver for 
a ena of Commerce......... ae _Blinov |a concert, was one of the 16 pas- 
Telezina.---+ssssseceeeeeeeeee eV, Telogina |S€ngers on the sTWAoliner when it 
MRPIOOTINE 25 os 6vncs 6.neesdiovis N. Nazarov | was converted into a flying art gal- 

| lery last week. 


(In Russian, with English Titlesy Constance, Barbara and Joan Ben- 


For the first time since the Soviet | nett i i 
invasion of Finland made Russian fren gee gE ge gy Pa nm 


pictures boxoffice poison in the | : 
U. S., Artkino has imported another | Morrison. On the Mercury with 


Lenfilm production, which should do | them was Walter Wanger to whom | 
moderate business for a foreign- | J0an is married, and Virginia Cher- 
It’s an outright propaganda rill, the Countess of Jersey. 








| operated 


| bought 


| tion 











Exchanges 
Continued from page % 
manager, dough guy. Canvasmen 


are Pete Niland, William Devaney 
James J. Grady, Nat Kaplan, Andy 
Niedenthal and Frank W. Huss, Jr. 
Retiring chief barker § Arthur 
Frudenfeld and Kinsler were elected 
delegates to the 1941 Variety Clubs’ 
convention, in Atlantic City. Past 
chief barker Allan S. Moritz was 
elected national committeeman. 


Roy Crebs to Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 26. 

Roy Crebs comes from Glens Falls 
as new manager of Schine’s West 
End theatre, 

George Lurie takes charge of Lin- 
coln as brother Howard Lutie opens 
Orpheum, 000-seat nabe which he 
has just acquired in Buffalo. 


Two Change Ownership 
Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 26. 
State and Lincoln, Florence, S. C,, 
acquired by B. & B. Theatres Corp. 
Dixie construction, which hit new 
high starting early fall, continues. 
Contract for new Criterion, Spartan- 
burg, set for December. J. F. Car- 
nahan and M. C. Beattyvills, owners 


|of three houses, building new Sand 
|Gap, Ky. layout. 


New Charles the- 
atre, 1,000-seater, opered in Mont- 
gomery, Ala., by C. T. Rood, new 
owner-manager. Victory, Charles- 
ton, S. C.. hurricane-damaged, and 
Carolina, Hendersonville, N. C., dam- 
aged in $5,000 fire, renovated, mod- 
ernized. 

J.C. Cartledge has assumed duties 
as manager State, Spartanburg. 
Formerly with Wilby-Kincey, North 
Carolina. 

Cherokee’s Marshall, N. C.. house, 
repaired, reopened, following flood 
damage. 

Other Dixie developments include 
chartering of Gulf Drive-In Thea- 
tres, Lakeland, Fla., by J. M. McNatt 
and others: Austin Moon. shifted 


| from Miami’s Colony to Sheridan as 


manager, with William Pratt of At- 


| lanta succeeding; reopening of reno- 


vated Surf theatre. Miami Beach, and 
naming of H. W. Pettengill, formerly 
with Schine Circuit, as publicity- 
advertising manager, Paramount En- 


ternvrises, Miami, succeeding Karl 
Roller. resigned 

New Orvheum, North Wilkesboro, 
N. C. sold to J. W. Allen. who has 


reopened and will manage. Purchase 
price $11,000. 


Film Salesmen’s $5 900 Dance 


A net of around $5.000 will be 
shown on the dinner-dance of the 
Motion Picture Associates, embrac- 


jing film salesmen in the New York- 
| Brooklyn-Jersey 


exchanges, held 
Wednesday night 20). it is estimated 


iby Jack Ellis. president of the or- 
ganization. This wiil be the largest 
profit ever shown by the M.P.A. in 
| its 21 vears of existence. 

Ellis, salesman for RKO has been 
president of the M.P.A. for three 
years and says that he will decline 
another term when nomination of 
officers for 1941 takes place some- 


time in December. 
Lon Fidler Il! 
Denver. Nov. 26. 
Lon T. Fidler, owner of the Mono- 


gram exchange franchise here and 
Salt Lake City, ill in St. Luke’s hos- 
pital 

William Ostenberg, Jr., manager of 
the Bluffs theatre, Scottsbluff, Neb 
and Miriam griggs of Denver, 
married in Denver, and after a Cali- 
fornia honeymoon, will make thei 
home in Scottsbluff. The bride is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. FE. P. 
(Buzz) Briggs of Denver, where he 
manages the State. The groom’ 


father owns several theatres in and 
around Scottsbluff. 

Five hundred dollars was the loss 
when yeggs cut the bottom cut of 


the safe at the Gothis theatre 

The Old Victory, built 30 years ago, 
by J. B. Melton, will be 
demolished to make way for a seven- 
story addition to the May Co. depart- 


ment store. The house, at one time 
known as the Princess, was formerly 
a publix house. but renamed the Vic- 
tory after the World War. The | se 
has 1,200 seats 
The ladies of the Rocky Mount 

Screen Club, as their share of the 
charity work being done by that 


ganization, have adopted three gil 
and will see to it they are sent 
through school, along with incidentals 
such as food and clothing. 

George Allan, Sr. and Jr., have 
the State theatre. North 
Platte, Neb., from John Mattern. 

C. A. Mulock, manager of the Pal- 
ace, back on the job after an opera- 
and 31 days in Fitzsimmons 
army hospital. 


Meyer's Tivoli, Frisco 
San Francisco, Nov. 26. 

Tivoli, recently overhauled legiter 
converted to sporadic flick opera- 
tion, has been leased by Joseph 
Meyer who opens Christmas Day 
with ‘Hell’s Angels.’ Lease is in- 
definite and contingent upon whether 
or not grind policy clicks. Interven- 
ing weekends have been negged by 
Mario Parisi for Italian films, with 
exception of Dec. 14-15, secured by 
J. Waldow of KSAN’s Jewish Art 
Hour for screening of ‘Land of 
Promise.’ Russian and Italian flicks 
recently did big weekend biz fol- 
lowing flop of legit try. 

Joe Blumenfeld’s Esquire theatre. 


|formerly Davies, reopens Thursday 


(28), 


~ 
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gross pages do much in 
selections, Martell declared. 

Bookers for the soldicr 
have an ideal arrangement 
ting top pix, one that any exhib 
would smack his lips at. Army 
an arrangement with all companies 
whereby it can choose any picture it 
wants after seeing it and buy it on 
fiat rental. Rentals run from $10 to 
$25, very occasionally a little higher 
They are determined by the per- 
centage bracket the film is in for sale | 
to ordinary exhibs. Forty percenters, 
for instance, bring $25, while a 20% | 
pic might bring $10. 

U. S. Army posts throughout the 
world pay the same rental for the | 
same picture, those theatres which 
regularly lose money at the smaller 
ccemps being aided by the ones that 
show a profit. Soldiers pay 20c 
admish for a single ticket or can buy 
a coupon book of 10 tickets for $1.40. 
They may give cash or have the cost 
of the book taken out of their pay 
at the end of the month. 

A soldier bringing his gal to the 
camp film theatre must pay for her 
the same admission as is charged 
by nearby outside houses for an or- 
chestra seat at night. This applied 
to all ‘non residents’ of the posts as 
a protection to civilian exhibs. 


22 New Theatres On 
Top of 85 Ordinarily 


theatres 
for get- 


as 


Draftees and National Guardsmen 
pouring into the Army camps under 
.the new defense program have re- 
sulted in 22 new theatres being 
added to the 85 ordinarily operated 
for soldiers. An undetermined addi- 
tional number is in prospect as re- 
eruits roll in, reaching a peak next | 
June. Each post will have at least 
one house and the larger ones will 
have two. 


Building of a theatre in each camp 
takes precedence over al! other con- 
struction as soon as barracks build- 
ings themselves are completed. In 
some places, where the trainees have 
poured in faster than carpenters and 
mechanics can work—as at Ft. Dix, 
N. J.—the Army Motion Picture 
Service has erected large tents, Dix 
canvas top is a 2,200-seater. 

All posts have a similar booking | 
policy, based on Martell’s studied 
opinion that ‘there is an average of 
315 good pictures produced each 
week.’ Top pix are played Sunday 
and Monday, next best Wednesday | 


guiding ;are_ in 


‘Entertainment Plenty, | 


| parallel, 


Army Camp Showmanship 


Continued from page 1 





New York, Washington, 
Dallas, Seattle and St. Louis, District 
directors, who are in charge of book- 
ing as well as general operation, are 
civilian employes. Only other 
civilians are machinists in the equip- 
ment shop in St. Louis. They visit 
each camp once every three months 
to check on projection and sound. 
Motion Picture Service has been 


!operating since tl2 last war. It falls 


under the Adjutant-General’s de- 
partment in the Army, with Major 
T. J. Davis currently the topper. 


14-25¢ Vaudfilm for Camp 
Dix, N.J.; Acts on the Cuff 


Camp Dix, New Jersey, which will 
eventually house 40,000 soldiers, is | 
building 10 picture and stage thea- 
tres to take care of the trainees’ | 
recreation wants. They will charge | 
admissions, l4c for pictures and 
probably 25c for stage entertainment. | 

Phil Morris, vaude producer, is set | 
to furnish the camp with variety | 
units in an agreement with Major | 
J. C. Donoghue, in charge of recrea- 
tion. First show will go in Dec. 1, 
but this will be a gratis affair for 
both the acts and soldiers. Follow- 
ing that, acts will be paid and ad- 
missions charged. Morris sees an 
eventual circuit of U.S. Army camps | 
and a resultant upbeat in employ- | 
ment of vaude performers: 

Most of Camp Dix's musical equip- 


/ment is being donated, as for in- 
, stance 


Knabe’s 
pianos last week. 


donation of five 


I 
| 


But Itll Be No Picnic’ 


Fort Dix, N. J., Nov. 26. 

That radio continues to play an 
ever-increasing role in national de- | 
fense, particularly in instilling a 
spirit of ‘draft consciousness’ in the 
youth of the  nation,was again 
demonstrated here when Major Gen- 
eral Clifford R. Powell, commander 
of the 44th Division, New Jersey 
National Guard and Fort Dix com- 
mandant, took to the air waves to 
warn the vanguard of selective ser- 
vice trainees that ‘life at Fort Dix 
will be anything but a picnic.’ 

In a broadcast probably without 
General Powell, speaking 
from a microphone set up at the 
rifle range on the military reserva- | 


| tion, addressed the conscripted youth | 


of the country on a coast-to-coast | 


Beauregard, in Louisiana, where a 
large portion of Michigan's 32nd Di- 
vision was sent for training, that 
crooked games of al] 
sprung up and the soldiers are be- 
ing plucked of everything but their 
eyebrows. Most of the operations 
are out of bounds and in quickie 
spots which is more than a problem 
for the few local police in the 
lightly populated areas near most 
army Camps. 

With cashless soldiers plentiful in 
the camps, high ranking officers have 
laid down rulings that the gambling 
joints were ‘out of bounds’ for the 
military, but without much success. 
While the soldiers’ pay isn’t much 
individually, in mass it counts up 
plentifully. For instance, the ini- 
tial payroll for the first 15 days for 
the National Guardsmen of the 32nd 
division alone, totaled $350,000. It 
stacks into the millions monthly. 


As one measure to keep the sol- 


'diers from falling prey to blitzkrieg 


dice, the officials are hurrying along 
the construction of picture theatres 
and other amusement centers, hop- 
ing to keep the boys at home. 


Lucky Strike’s Free Camp Shows 

Lucky Strike is organizing, 
through the Lord & Thomas agency, 
a dance band unit, with m.c. at- 
tached, for a tour of soldiers camps. 
Neither the m.c. nor the batonist 
had been set by press time yester- 
day (Tuesday). It'll be a free show. 

Traveling combination will carry a 
tag associating it with the product 
and the broadeasting flavor will de- 
rive from the circumstance that the 
band will be cut into Lucky’s Sat- 


_urday night Hit Parade on CBS for 


two numbers. 


After putting on several show 
numbers the touring aggregation 
will provide an hour or two of danc- 
ing for the soldiers. 





Lambs’ Gambol 


Continued from page 2 


chesirated by Max Hoffman and it 
got them both an ovation. James 
Sterling Moran gave a funny lecture 
on sound recordings. S. J. Kauf- 
man’s sketch, ‘God’s Country,’ had 
a big cast and went over very well. 
Jimmy Savo was forced to do three 
encores, and ‘Love’s Old Sweet Time 
Of Your Life,’ a satire on all Saroyan 
plays, done by Fred Waring’s Glee 


Club, was as screwy as Saroyan 
himself, but got laughs. 
The Kids Take Over 


One of the outstanding acts of 


and Thursday, third best Tuesday, | hookup (Mutual), warning them just , the night was ‘Chippies Off The Cid 
fourth best Friday. Saturday is re-| what to expect when they arrive at | Block, written by Ernest Truex and 
served for double features of action | Dix or any other military post where Fred Howard, in which all the sons 
and family type, a great portion of they will spend a year as members Of noted fathers appeared as dames. 


the patronage being wives and kids 
of officers 
Matinees 


living at 

are generally 
Saturdays, Sundays and _ holidays. | 
Shows are a minimum of 105) 
minutes, including shorts. 


the post. | 
on | 


held | 


Clearance is not a worry of the 
Army M. P. Service, although book- | 
ers’ instructions are to grab pix as 
rapidly as possible. How quickly 
they get ’em depends on how close 
to a town they are. If the camp is 
far away, it makes no difference, of 
course, If it’s glose by a regular the- 
atre, latter is allowed a ‘reasonable’ 
tlearance—anywhere from one to 
three weeks, or more. 

No Censorship 


Only censorship Army pix are sub- 
ject to is that of individual post 
commandants and they usually 
leave it to the officer in charge of 
the house. There’s virtually no scis- 
soring, Martell aid. Hollywood's 
production code being held sufficient 
All pix are billed in ads as either F 
(family) or M (mature). 

House ‘manager,’ projectionist, 
ushers and all other operating em- 
ployes are soldiers. All get extra- 
duty pay. Houses go in for various 
shades of showmanship,. depending 
on the interest and ingenuity of the 
‘manager.’ No ads are allowed off 
U. S. Government property, as a pro- 
tection to commercial exhibs, but 
camps are weli-posted, mimeo- 


graphed heralds are passed out, no- 
tices are placed on bulletin boards, 
announcements are made when regi- 
ments are assembled at retreat, and 
there are trailers. 


Each house is encouraged to make 
a good financial showing because a 
percentage of the profit from each 
operation goes back to the com- 
manding officer for the recreation 
fund. To perk up the ‘managers,’ 
district directors of the m.p. service 
make regular visits to the posts in 
their territory. 


Country is divided into six dis- 


of the Regular Army. 

General Powell stressed the 
brighter aspects of the picture, too. 
He told them ‘everything will be 
done to receive the trainees; house, 
equip them, and keep them well fed 
and entertained.’ As for entertain- 
ment, he said that every effort is 
being made by the command and by 
neighbors to see that the men have 
|a good time to compensate for the 
| ‘tough assignments’ in store for them. 

"The men work hard during the 

day and play comparatively hard 
over the week-end,’ he said. ‘Prince- 
ton and Rutgers Universities each 
provide nearly 1,000 free seats for 
enlisted men at home football games, 
The entertainment, films and danc- 
ing at the Hostess House provide ad- 
ditional recreation and are 
issued generously for holidays 
Ample provisions have been made to 
enable men to _ receive visiting 
families and friends during off-duty 
hours,’ 


passes 


More Theatre Bldg. 
For the War Camps 
Detroit, Nov. 2¢ 

Nearby Camp Custer, its popula- 
tion increasing rapidly these days 
|aS army units pour in, has set ofl 
a theatre building boom in Battle 
Creek, Mich. Two weeks ago the 
|W. S. Butterfield Circuit announced 
|} its new house near the Post Tavern 
|and directly across street from its 
| Regent. 

Now the Life Amusement Corp.. 
|'which operates the Orpheum, has 
|announced that it is starting work 
shortly on a new 800-seater. Jack 
| Ross, of Lansing, president of the 
company, said deals have been made 
'with eight major companies for 
| second runs. 
| Uncle Sam is getting ready to 
|erack down on professional and 
{crooked gamblers who have been 
| making a beeline for the heavy con- 


They sang about how their old men 
did ‘dames’ in the old Gambols and 
now they’re carrying on. Sons of 
Frank Craven, William Courtleigh, 
Lawrence Tibbett, Jack Devereaux, 


Harry Tyler, William Faversham, 
Dennis King, Henry Hull, Ernest 
Truex and Alexander Clark ap- 


peared and gave a swell touch to a 
swell show. 

‘Two Old Men,’ by Hale Hamil- 
ton and with Raymond Massey, 
William Burress and Spencer Bent- 
ley, was a skit of the Civil War and 
the only dramatic touch of the eve- 
ning. Another spot was The 
Barrendo...a dance act written by 
Frederick Loewe and James Tranter, 
with John Wray as a senor and Ches- 
ter Stratton as a_ senorita. 
ander Gray next gave the program 


high 


a ‘war touch’ with a song ‘Right Lit- | 


tle Tight Little Isle” a salute to 
England. 

The closing act was the Lambs 
Glee Club of over 75 voices and di- 
rected by Bob Shaw. They sang a 
Lamk ong, followed by a spiritual 
and, finishing up with ‘This Is My 
Country,’ brought the members to | 

€ feet. 

Fred Waring was installed for his 
second term as Shepherd with the 
usual ceremonies He made an im- 
promptu) speech thanking’ every- 
body and spoke about letting the 


younger Lambs and Lambkins take 
an active part in the running of the 
Club and its Gambols. He pointed 
up the fact that this particular Gam- 
bol was composed of over 80% of 
the younger Lambs. 

Lambs Gambo! to be held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Dec. 31 (New Year’s 
/eve) is scaled at $25 top. That rate 
applies for Seats in the boxes, ele- 
vated over the sides and rear of the 
_grand ballroom. Tickets for tables 
‘on the floor are $15, regardless of 
location. At previous Gambols there 


| was a $5 admission after dinner and 


the show, but that has been elimi- 


tricts, one having just been added in | centration of troops at the expanding "ated. 
Atlanta to handle the rush of new | camps. 


business in the south where many | 


Advices have reached here both 


Show which will be publicly pre- 
sented at the Gambol was that given 


recruits are now bein, sent. Others | from nearby Camp Custer and Camp! in the clubhouse Sunday (24), 


types have | 


Alex- | 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Varirry presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com. 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as viven in 
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——— 
WEEK OF RELEASE—10/11/40 








Third Finger, Left Hand (M-G) 10/16 CD % M.Loy-M. Dougias 
Trailing Double Trouble (Mono) w Ss C, Corrigan-J. King 
Cherokee Striz (Par) 10,2 w 8 R. Dix-V. Jory 
Villain Still Pursued Her (RKO) 7,24 C 66 A. Louise-R. Cromwell 
Melody and Moonlight (Rep) 10 16 CD 73 J. Downs-J. Frazee 
Frontier Vengeance (Rep) 10/9 w 57. D. Barry-B. Moran 
Down Argentine Way (20th) 10,9 MU 9% PD. Ameche-B. Grable 
Father Is a Prince (WB) 11 6 Cc SS G. Mitchell-L. Patrick 
Little Bit of Heaven (U) 10 16 cD 35 


G. Jean-H. Herbert 








a 


WEEK OF RELEASE—10/18/40 
Nobody’s Children (Col) 
West of Abilene (Col) 








E. Fellows-L. Wilson 
C. Starrett-M. Cooley 


Ff) 


Moen Over Burma (ar) 10°16 D 7 YD. Lamour-P. Foster 
Night Train (20th) 10 30 M 2 M. Lockwood-R. Harrison 
Laddie (RKO) 9/18 D 6 T. Holt-S. Byington 
Slightly Tempted (U) 10 30 Cc WW H. Herbert-P. Moran 
Dispatch from Reuters (WB) 98,25 dD s9 


E. Robinsen-E. Best 





— 


WEEK OF RELEASE—16/25/40 








Girls Under 21 (Col) 11/13 D @& OP. Kelly-R. Hudson 
Hullabaloo (M-G) 10 30 MU 77 F. Morgan-B. Burke 
Christmas in July (Par) 9 18 cD & OD. Powell-E. Drew 
Knew What They Wanted (RKO) 10:9 CD W = C, Laughton-C. Lombard 
Young Bill Hickok (Rep) 10 2 Ww =<59 R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Great Profile (20th) 8/21 dD 7 


J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
10/23 at 75M. Rambeau-A. Hale 


Tugboat Annie Sails Again (WB) 
) %5 6M. Dietrich-J. Wayne 


Seven Sinners (U) 10 a 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/1/40 











10/30 D 








Escape (M-G) 105 N. Shearer-R. Yaylor 
Blondie Plays Cupid (Col) 10/30 Cc 67 P. Singleton-A. Like 
Dancing on a Dime (Par) 10 16 D 73 G. McDonald-R. Paige 


| Too Many Girls (RKO) 1060/9 MU 8&4 L. Ball-R. Carlson 

| Li'l Abner (RKO) Cc 77 G. Owen-M. Ray 

| Who Killed Aunt Maggie? (Rep) 116 =M 70 J. Hubbard-W. Barrie 
| I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart Now (U) = 8/7 Cc 64 D.O’Keefe-C. Moore 

| Devil’s Pipeline (U) 11/13 M 65 R. Arlen-A. Devine 
Always-a Bride (WB) 11/27 Cc 538) OR. Lane-G. Reeves 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/8/46 


—— 


_ 
| Bitter Sweet (M-G) 


11/20 MU %2 J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
| Take Me Back to Oklahoma (Mono) Ww T. Ritter-S. Anderson 
Arise My Love (Par) 10/23 D 100 C. Colbert-R. Milland 
| Friendly Neighbors (Rep) 11/13 C 67 Weaver Bros. and Elviry 


Mexican Spitfire Out West (RKO) 16, 36 cS 
Trail Blazers (Rep) 10/30 w 38 
; The Mark of Zorro (20th) 11/6 D 93 
| Sandy Gets Her Man (U) 11/13 Cc 

| Pony Post (U) w 
East of the River (WB) 10/30 RD 73 


L. Velez-L. Errol 

R. Livingston-B. Steele 
T. Power-L. Darnell 
65 S. Erwin-U. Merkel 

J. M. Brown-F. Knight 
J. Gariield-B. Marshall 
WEEK OF RELEASE—11/15/40 


— 





er 


| Beyond the Sacramento (Col) w B. Elliott-E. Keyes 

| Gallant Sons (M-G) 11/13 D 75 J. Cooper-J, Preisser 

| Phantom of Chinatown (Mono) D 62 K. Luke- L. Long 

| Three Men from Texas (Par) Ww B. Boyd-R. Hayden 

| Remedy for Riches (RKO) CD 67 J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
| Melody Ranch (Rep) w G. Autry-J. Durante 

; Street of Memories (20th) 7/3 D 6 L. Roberts-G. Kibbee 
One Night in the Tropics (U) 11/6 MU 8&2 A, Jones-V. Bruce 
South of Suez (WB) D G. Brent-G. Fitzgerald 


—’ 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/22/40 
W. William-F. Robinson 
P, O’Brien-C. Bennett 


| fone Wolf Keeps a Date (Col) M 
Escape to Glory (Co]) 11,20 M 70 


Little Nelly Kelly (M-G) 11/20 MU 96 J. Garland-G. Murphy 
West of Pinto Basin (Mono) w R. Corrigan-J. King 
| North West Mounted Police (Par) 10/23 M 425 G, Cooper-M. Carroll 
The Fargo Kid (RKO) W 63 T. Holt-J. Drummond 
You'll Find Out (RKO) 11 20 MU 95 K.Kyser-B. Karloff 
Texas Terrors (Rep) 11,20 Ww 57 D. Barry-J. Duncan 
Youth Wili Be Served (20th) 11/20 Cc 68 J. Withers-R. Conway 
Meet the Wildeat (U) 10, 36 D 61 M. Lindsay-R. Bellamy 
The Long Voyage Home (UA) 10/30 D 103 J. Wayne-T. Mitchell 
The Letter (WB) 11/20 Db 95 8. Davis-H. Marshall 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/29/40 


Ellery Queen—Master Detective (Col) D 


R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
Dr. Kildare’s Crisis (M-G) D L. Barrymore-L. Ayres 
Little Men (RKO) D K. Francis-J. Oakie 
Meet the Missus (Rep) Cc R. Karns-R. Donnelly 
Tin Pan Alley (20th) MU A. Faye-J. Oakie 
| The Bank Dick (U) Cc W. C. Fields-F. Pangborn 
Blackout (UA) D Cc. Veidt-V. Hobson 


Lady with the Red Hair (WB) 11/13 D 78 M. Hopkins-C. Rains 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/6/40 


| Great Plane Robbery (Co)) 


11/20 M 55 J. Holt-V. Lester 
Thundering Frontier (Col) 9/18 w 55 C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
Go West (M-G) _ Marx Bros.-J. Carroll 
Chamber of Horrors (Mono) M G. Malo-L. Banks 
A Night at Earl Carroll’s (Par) 11/20 MU 62 K. Murray-R. Hobart 
Border Legion (Rep) 11/27 w 53. ORY Rogers-G Hayes 
Charter Pilot (20th) cD L. Bari-L. Nolan 
Margie (U) 9/18 Cc 58 TT. Brown-N. Grey 
She Couldn't Say No (WB) 4 R. Pryor-E. Arden 
| WEEK OF RELEASE—12/13/40 
' 
Here We Go Again (Mono) D L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 
Comrade X (M-G) M C. Gable-H. Lamartr 
Texas Rangers Ride Again (Par) 11/6 WD 67 J. Howard-E. Drew 
Mysterious Dr. Satan (Rep) 11/20 M E, Ciannelli-R. Wilcox 
Murder Over New York (2¢th) M S. Toler-M. Weaver 
Trail of the Vigilantes (U) Ww F. Tone-B. Crawlord 
Invitation to a Murder (WB) D 


T. Mitchell-J. Lynn 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/20/40 





| Phantom Submarine (Col) 


A. Louise-B. Brand 


M 
| Keeping Company (M-G) 4 A. Rutherford-J. Shelton 
| Her Father’s Daughter (Mono) Dd E. Fellows-W. Evans 
| Behind the News (Rep) D L. Nolan-D. Davenport 
| Lone Star Raider (Rep) w B. Livingston-B. Steele 
| Jennie (20th) cD V. Miller-D. Bowdon 


Give Us Wings (U) 11/13 M Ww 


‘ . - W. Ford-V. Jory 
Here Comes Navy (WB) (reissue) 1/24/34 D 88 J. Cagney-P. O’Brien 


———— 


RELEASE—12/27/40 


WEEK OF 





| 
| 


e | 
>) 


tO 


This Thing Called Love (Col) R. Russelil-M. Douglas 


‘The Wiidcat of Tucson (Col) Ww B. Elliott-E. Young 

| Flight Command (M-G) w R. Taylor-R. Hussey 

| Under Texas’Stars (Mone) w T. Ritter 

| Love Thy Neighbor (Par) © J. Benny-M. Martin 

| Bowery Boy (Rep) D D. O’Keefe-L. Campbell 
Chad Hanna (20th) D H. Fonda-L. Darnell 
The Invisible Woman (U) M J. Barrymore-J. Howard 
| Thief of Bagdad (UA) 10/16 D 105 C. Veidt-J. Duprez 

Santa Fe Trail (WB) Ww 


E. Flynn-0. de Havilland 
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Mols. Points to ‘NW’ and Boom Town 
Where Upped Prices Didn't Hurt B.0. 





Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 
The policy of boosted admissions 
for special pictures has been justi- 
fied by boxoffice results at the State 


here in the first two instances mark- 
ing its inauguration. Within a month 
the ante was tilted from 44 to 55c 
top for both ‘Boom Town’ and ‘North- 
west Mounted Police’ and in each 
case grosses skyrocketed. 

‘Northwest,’ now in its second week 
at the State and still pulling heavily, 
did $15,500 in seven and a half days, 
whereas $9,000 ordinarily is a good 
week at this house. Last month 
‘Boom Town’ went over the top to 
$14,500 in its first and $9,900 in its 
gecond week at the State and then 
ran two additional weeks at the Cen- 
tury, getting $5,100 and $4,000 in its 
third and fourth weeks, respectively. 

No resentment whatsoever or 
harmful reaction resulted, as far as 
the public is concerned, the theatre 
management states. Customers are 
satisfied to pay higher prices for ex- 
ceptional films and leave the theatre 
pleased, it's asserted. 


* 





Over 400 ‘Mounted’ Dates 


Indications that exhibitors face no 
jeopardy when kiting prices for pic- 
tures that deserve a lift in scales 
and that, also, the public is willing 
to pay more for such ,films, are re- 
flected by the fact that to date there 
have been no complaints to Para- 
mount where prices have been in- 
creased for ‘Northwest Mounted’. 
This is true also on Broadway, the 
local Par having shifted prices up- 
ward for the first time under its set 
policy. 

According to a Par checkup, over 
400 dates at advanced admissions 
have been set on ‘Mounted’. De- 
clared that there has been a sub- 
atantial swing toward the higher 


uf 





prices among Par accounts since the 
company decided to set the release 
date back to the Christmas holi- 
days and, as a protection to accounts 





playing the film now on pre-release, 
to take it out of circulation for the 
two weeks prior to Christmas. 


Metro’s experience with ‘Boom 
Town,’ playing at advanced prices, 
also was that the public was gen- 
erally willing to stand the extra 
cost at the b.o. 





TO EXAMINE EASTMAN, | 
ERPI IN POSEN-U SUIT 


' 

Electrical Research Products, Inc., | 
and Eastman Kodak Corp. were or- |} 
dered to appear for examination be- | 
fore trial in N. Y. supreme court yes- | 





terday (Tues.) by Justice Isidor | 

. . . | 
Wasservogel. Examination is in con- | 
nection with a stockholder suit of 


Samuel I. Posen, Universal director, 
against the film company, and ERPI | 
and Eastman were ordered to produce 
all necessary books and material at | 
the examination, time of which has 
not yet been set. 


Posen is suing: the film company, 
its officers and directors, and numer- 
Ous subsidiaries, claiming waste and 
mismanagement; and a loss of several 
millions of dollars. Cancellation of 
certain licensing deals, ousting of 
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of Uni- | 
versal’s board; elimination of certain 
employment contracts, etc., are 
sought in the action. 


Pathe 9-Mo. Report Due 


Pathe Film Corp. will have its 
three-quarter financial 











‘Smellies’ Back in 19167? 





Detroit, Nov. 26. 


Joe La Rose, now a theatre 
manager here, pointg to an in- 
teresting fact in view of the new 
interest in smelleroo pix induced 
by the introduction in this 
country of recent Swiss experi- 
ments and the work done here 
in the same field by the local 
Aromatic Company. It’s old 
siuff and if they want to go to 
the bother of searching through 
the house they'll find scent 
equipment installed in the Rivoli 
on Broadway. 


La Rose, then in New York, 
recalled that in 1916 the equip- 
ment for pouring out scents to 
an audience was built right into 
the Rivoli and he’s sure it is 
still there if anybody..wants to 
make the search. It was used 
to spray out floral scents in con- 
nection with a short, ‘Story of 
the Flowers,’ and never used 
after that. 


—___—__—__—+ 











REE 
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BIZ UNIONS 
IN ACCORD 





Reported 20 unions have been| 
lined up and discussions are going | 
forward on rounding up 28 more, | 
either directly or indirectly involved | 
in show business, for the recently 
organized alliance of unions known | 


| 
as Combined Theatrical Amusement | 
Crafts, which has as its president | 


Vincent Jacobi, business agent of No. | 


1, New York stagehands. The coun- | 


cil will include only N. Y. unions. 

George Browne, president of the} 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, now in New Or-| 
leans with his vice-presidents, is be- 
lieved to be a prime mover in the 
organization of the alliance, but it 
does not necessarily mean particu- 
lar powers to the IATSE except 
through representation of IA locals | 
such as operators, stagehands, scenic 
artists, etc. f 

One of the principal purposes of 
the alliances is to consolidate co- 
operation among unions in and near 
to show business when help is re-| 
quired and possible, only means in 
the past toward that end having 
been so-called working agreements 


such as practiced between the IA 
and the musicians. 

Explained by a reliable union 
source that there are times when 
cooperation of many unions is de- 
sirable and that for a long time step 
have been considered to provide a 
place of organization where common 
problems can be discussed. Calling 
the Combined Theatrical Amuse- 


ment Crafts a sort of Central Trades 
of the business, it is added that no 
one will have any real power but 
that through it there always will be 
a forum where matters can be hud- 
dled over which may affect several 
outfits that are members. The print- 
ing trade has such a council, as do 
other crafts. Heretofore when 
trouble arose or strikes were called, 
unions would have to round up oth- 
ers in sympathetic walkouts or for 
aid under conditions that were dif- 


statement | ficult, while through an organization | 
Teady for distribution following the | the 


procedure should be greatly 


Quarterly directors’ meeting sched- | simplified. 


uled ‘for Friday (29) at the com- | 
Pany’s new headquarters on West 
45th Street. 

Pathe report for the nine months 
ending last Sept. 30 will not include 





A Family ‘Goodbye’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Joan Fontaine, borrowed from 


any special dividend from DuPont | David O. Selznick, is slated to co- 
ilm Mfg. Co., this year-end divvy | star with her husband, Brian Aherne, 
Cing declared in December when | in ‘And Now Goodbye’ at Columbia. 


pa special melon-cutting is done. | 
ompany got a hefty dividend from 
uPont in December last year, 


Picture, based on James Hilion’s 
tale, goes into production early i 


| January. 
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pHI'S NEW BURRS. Wage Hikes for Freelance 


BETTER IN PENN? 





Exhibs Backing a New 
Pennsy Bill as Result of 


‘Ramparts’ and ‘Worlid In 
Flames’ Bans — Chicago’s 
Under 21 Proposal, How- 
ever, Opposed by All 





POLITICS 





Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 

Public resentment over the barring 
by the Pennsylvania Board of 
Censors and subsequent mysterious 
release of ‘Ramparts We Watch’ and 
‘World in Flames’ 
come to a head at the next session of 
the State Legislature. One of the 
newly elected Democratic repre- 
sentatives has disclosed he is pre- 
paring a bill to force the censors to 
make publie all deletions. The bill 
is said to have the blessing of exhibs 
in the State. 


Up to now deletions have bten 


| made secretly and there was little 
| redress on the part of the distributor. | 
| 


Presentation of the bill was seen as 
an action to further embarrass Edna 


Carroll, board censor, who has been | 
the target of newspaper and public | 


criticism since the ‘Ramparts’ ban. 
Mrs. Carroll is vice-chairman of the 
G.O.P. City Committee. The State 
House of Representatives is now 
under the contro! of tre Democrats 
thanks to the Roosev-_lt landslide and 
the bill is sure of passage there. 


Although the G.O.P. has a bare 
majority in the State Senate, backers 


of the bill feel they will be able to | 


pick up enough votes to get the bill 
passed there also. 

Last week the Philly Motion Pic- 
ture Forum joined the list of censor 


board critics by passing unanimously | 


a resolution condemning the sup- 
pression of ‘Ramparts.’ 


Pic Biz Opposes Chicago 
Proposal on Censoring 


hange in Chicago’s motion pic- 
ture censorship setup, proposed by 
Earl B. Dickerson, city alderman, is 
being opposed by the film business 
as an additional expense and a blow 
to present theatre revenue in the 
Illinois metropolis. 
consequences of ~the censorship 
amendment of Dickerson are 50 
serious that Charles C. Pettijohn, 
general ccunsel for the Hays office, 
went to Chicago over the weekend 
to represent the industry at proposed 
public hearings this week. 
Dickerson amendment would place 
censoring in the hands of a special 
committee, instead of the police. It 


would regulate and pass on all films 
to ascertain if fit entertainment for | 
As this proposed | 


persons under 21. 
legislation now reads, distributors 

tuld have to pay $3 per 1,000 feet 
of film released in Chicago, both on 


the original print viewed by the 
censors and on duplicate prints. 
Presently, the rate is $3 for the 
original and $1 for all additional 
prints of a subject, on the 1,000-foot 


scale. As 


‘as ] #h 
Cialis, tne 


interpreted by film offi- 
new censorship setup also 
would view all newsreels and assess 
them the $3 fee. One estimate is 
that this would mean nearly $200,000 
additional outlay for the newsreels 
annually in Chicago. 

Censorship change is reported as 
being backed by the American Civil 
Liberties League, and according to 
reports received by film companies 
in N. Y., is being pushed under 
the guise that it liberalizes censor- 
ship by applying only to child mo- 
tion pictures. Check by distributors 
shows that the new censors would 
look at every subject and allow pa- 


| trons under 21 to view only the films 


they deem fit for juvenile consump- 
tion, with the film business carry- 
ing the additional censorship fee 
burden. Besides cutting into all 
cinema patrons under 21, the ad- 
ditional fees forced on the dissrib- 
utors in Chicago presents a 

ied on page 26) 
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Far-reaching | 
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And Day Players Due For 


| Producer-Guild Discussion 





Hollywood, Nov. 26. 
Producers today (Tuesday) 
| got International Alliance of 
| Theatrical Stage Employees de- 

mands for non-exemption of 
10,009 film workers from pro- 
visions of the wage-hour law 
with overtime pay retroactive to 
October, 1938, and time-and-a- 
half after 40 hours. Union reps, 
headed by Harold V. Smith, 
chairman of the IA _ business 
agents committee, opened nego- 
tiations. this morning with Pat 
Casey, producer labor contact, 
looking to revision of current 
agreements. Two of 16 IA lo- 
cais, the Laboratory Technicians 
and International Photographers, 
are not participating, preferring 
to negotiate individually. 





Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Demands for higher wages for 
actors, particularly free lance and 
day players, will be mulled by the 
Producers the first of next week 
when they go into a huddle with 
Screen Actors Guild tops. 
| drastic economic condition of extras, 
|caused by a shrinkage in job place- 
ments, also will be considered. 

The major companies will be rep- 





resented by a committee composed | 
of E. J. Mannix, Herbert Freston, Y. | 


Frank Freeman and Mendel! S. Sil- 
berberg. 

With earnings of film extras run- 
|ning more than $700,000 behind last 
|year, both the Producers and Guild 
{realize that some revision in wages, 
classification, etc. will have to be 
made in order to hold the Class B 
| membership together. It is probable 
|that the first move will be to drop 
all occasional players in an effort to 
create more work for the regular 
extras who have no income outside 
| the industry. 

A new call system for extras has 
| been installed at Central Casting 
| Corp. in an effort to relieve the con- 
gestion on the call boards. Each 
player will be given a certain num- 
ber to call, and when casting is be- 
ing done his name will be broadcast 
to all casting directors instead of 
just one as was done in the past. 

Casey Advises 

Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 

has advised the studio locals of the 


SPRING PARADE 
"GETS F-WCBAN 
INSO. CALIF. 





Los Angeles, Nov. 26 
Fox-West Coast, through its prexy, 
Charles P. Skouras, has put an em- 
bargo on Universal’s latest Deanna 
Durbin picture, ‘Spring Parade,’ and 
will not play the musical in any of 


its houses in this area because of a 


‘continued first-run booking’ with 
the Hawaii theatre in Hollywood 
immediately following the 10-day 


first-run at the RKO and Pantages 
theatres in downtown L. A. 
Skouras’ position is that F-WC 
holds a subsequent run product con- 
tract with U, and that it should 
have been given first chance at a 
continued first-run of the opus. In- 
stead, U exchange execs closed a 
booking deal with Albert Galston, 
operator of the independent Hawaii, 


with the film opening on Thanks- | 


giving day to record-breaking biz. 
Main contention of F-WC head is 
'that there is r» ownership connec- 
|tion between tne Hawaii and the 
RKO and Pantages, and that U’s ac- 
jtion in releasing the picture to the 
indie house violates a contract en- 
tered into good faith by the circuit. 

Further repercussions are looked 
| for, 


The | 


International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees that the Producers 
will be glad to open negotiations 
with them at any time. He Sug- 
gested, however, that demands of all 
unions first be submitted so that 
these could be analyzed by execu- 
tives in advance of the negotiations 
meetings. 


The demands probably will be 
submitted by Harold V. Smith, chair- 
man of the IATSE business agents’ 
committee, as soon as he has had 
time to confer with the various 
union heads. Many of them includ- 
ing Zeal Fairbanks and Herbert 
Aller, are now in New Orleans for 
the American Federaiion of Labor 
convention. A meeting of agents will 
be called as soon as they return to 
the Coast. 

Photogs’ Position 

International Photographers Local 
659 IATSE initiated move to encom- 
pass all lensers in industry. Dis- 
closed IA will not issue separate 
charter to American Society of 
Cinematographers which holds a 
five-year contract with producers 
covering chief photographers. 

Frederick Kley, ASC exec v.p., 
lissued the following statement: 
|‘Notwithstanding statements made, 
jthe facts are that the ASC has the 
only agreement with producers cov- 
ering directors of photography. 
| This covenant provides that the pro- 
ducer agrees to engage as directors 
of photography only persons who are 
members of the ASC; that producers 
will recognize the ASC as the sole 
and exclusive collective bargaining 
jagent for all directors of photogra- 
phy employed or used by them in 
|the United States. This agreement 
is in full force and effect and has a 
number of years to run. Both par- 
ties to this agreement have and proe 
|pose to continue to live up to its 
obligations.’ 
| Basil Casabona has been elected 
president of Motion Picture Laborers 
| Utility Workers Local 727 of the 
\IATSE. Orville W. Connor was 
elected recording secretary. C. E. 
| Bailey, Lynn Batchelder and Travis 
H. Richards were named to the 
board of trustees, and John Kunkel, 
Herb Koerlin and Ear! Williams to 
the executive board. A)) successful 
candidates were on the administra- 
| tion ticket. 
| .Superior Court Judge Emmett 
Wilson has handed down a decision 
ousting Ray Finneli as business and 
international representative of the 
| Building Service Employees Interna- 
| tional Union. The _ International 

Finneli was appointed by 





| claimed 
| George Scalise, recently convicted of 
| looting the union treasury while 
president. 
| Flack’s Agreement Up 
The Producers 
consideration 
Publicists 
present basic agreement. 
are asking for two weeks vacation 
with preferential hiring, job 
protection for those who enter the 
military service, and straight sever- 
ance pay instead of notice when dis- 
charged. Atto1 ney George E. Bodle, 
prexy Lesley Mason, Don King, Bill 
Edwards, Ted Taylor and Jerry 
| Breitigam are handling the negotia- 
tions for the flacks. 

| The Screen Cartoonists Guild has 
‘set Dec. 9 as the date for the annual 
election of officers. William Little- 
john will be unopposed for re-elec- 
tion as president. 

Paul Cook and Harry Evans, two 
members of the Screen Actors Guild 
Council, have been cited to trial be- 
fore a Guild trial board. Cook is 


have taken under 
request of the Screen 
Guild for revision of its 
The flacks 


pay, 


i bers of the violations of rules come 
mittee and with having questioned 
|authority of the committee to func- 
tion. He is now confined in Sawe 
telle hospital, and his trial will be 
deferred until he recovers. Evans 
is accused of having kicked back 
part of his earnings as an extra to 
director in 


an independent casting 


oy 
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Kodachrome to Be 


Used in Filming 


Shorts; Trim Cost With Single Neg 





Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Use of Kodachrome in the regular 
run of shorts, travelogs and bDther 
scenic types is assured by experi- 
ments carried on by Technicolor and 
Warners. New process cuts down 
production costs by permitting the 
use of a single negative in regula- 
tion cameras. Technicolor filming 
requires three negatives and heavy 
lensing equipment, 

Kodachrome is jointly controlled 
by Eastman Kodak and Technicolor, 
through a combination of patents. 
In its present ‘state it has limita- 
tions that prevent its adoption for 
general feature production, but it has 
been improved to a stage where i* 
can be used for outdoor work ‘with 
an important reduction of labor and 
cost. The lighter equipment is more 
portable and the price per foot for 
negative and release prints is much 
less than that for Technicolor. 

Technicolor, through an agree- 
ment with Eastman, is the sole agent 
for Kodachrome as applied to mo- 
tion pictures. Meanwhile Warners, 
with the consent of Technicolor, is 
undertaking extensive shooting and 
laboratory tests by its own camera- 
men and lab technicians. 

Kodachrome has been in use for 
several years by amateur camera 
fans, in the form of 16 mm. films. 
The amateurs have been willing to 
overlook slight faults in quality of 
color as long as they can turn out 


* tinters for their own amusement at 


a low cost. Eastman’s income from 
amateur sales was turned into im- 
provements. Technicolor moved in 
on the process through its patents 
needed for the development of the 
Eastman process. 

Another type of film, designed to 


overcome difficulties of low-key 
lighting in stil! photography, has | 
been tested successfully at Para- 


mount under direction of Harry Cot- 
trell, chief of the still department. 
Developed by Eastman, the film 
works several degrees faster 
formerly usec on dimly lighted sets. 


Theatre Wins Important 
Test Suit vs. Landlord 


Three-judge court in the N. Y. 
Appellate Division last week handed 
down a ruling which holds substan- 
tial interest for all exhibitors be- 
cause establishing certain property 
rights when an exhib disagrees with 
his landlord. Appellate division re- 
versed the decision of the lower 
court, which previously had upheld 
the plaintiff landlord in the action 
of the Avanti Realty Corp. against 


the Court Theatre Corp., in Brook- | 


lyn. 

Defendant claimed that the realty 
company had rented a dance hall 
above the theatre, resulting in so 
much noise that patrons could not 
enjoy the theatre screen perform- 
ance, Court group moved out and 
reopened their theatre in another 
house across the street. The land- 
lord obtained an injunction against 
removing the letters in the marquee 
of the former cinema site, two inter- 
mittants in the projection booth and 
150 seats. Original court punished 
the tenant for removing this prop- 
erty, with an appeal being taken by 
the Court Theatre group. 

In arguing before the Appellate 
term, attorney Louis Nizer, for the 
tenant, 
removed could not be considered the 
landlord’s, because not attached to 
the real estate as so designated. He 
contended that the letters on the 
marquee only were hung on a rod, 
that the intermittants used in pro- 
jection could be removed and that 
the theatre seats 
without defacing the property, be- 
sides which the last belonged to the 
exhibitor group. Appellate term held 


that the exhibitors had a right to | 


take the property and should not 
be punished. 





ee 


Anticipate Stickups 


‘ Detroit, Nov. 26. 
Police are getting so efficient they 
now anticipate theatre robberies. 
Fred Makin, 21, and Ed Baker, 22, 
were arrested by Flint, Mich., police 
after William Jay, 21, arrested here, 
8ave the tipoff that a series of pic- 
ture house robberies had been plot- 
ted by them. 





New Houston Nabe 
Houston, Nov. 26. 
The Plaza. Houston's newest inde- 
Pendent suburban theatre, 
under management of Lou 
Seats 1,000. 


opened 


Baxley 


7 


than | 


claimed that the property | 


were removable | 





Nazi Pix Putsch 


Continued from page 3 











America, are getting special atten- 
tion from the heiling loudmouths. 

Using the general track of appear- 
ing as super-patriots, Nazi ‘news’ 
sheets have come out with variations 
on the theme that the national in- 
dustry, particularly in Argentina, 
must be developed to the hilt—but 
that attempts were being made to 
wreck the South American films by 
‘foreigners.’ 


‘Foreigners’ 
These ‘foreigners’ aren’t left in 
doubt. They are identified in such 


Nazi sheets as El Pampero, leading 
Hitlerite newspaper in S. A., as ‘in- 
ternational capitalists with a seat in 
Yankeeland.’ 


manufacturing or distribution of pix, 
which has been spoken of with in- 
creasing interest by forward lookers 
with horror by the Nazi 
gandists. 

Nazi sheets contain warnings that 
the U. S. is here now, working dis- 
creetly, ‘but that tomorrow they will 
collar our thriving industry.’ 
sands, the tirade continues, will lose 
their jobs. 

Program advocated by Nazis in- 
cludes: 


board to ‘protect our country from 
being insulted or becoming involved 
in foreign affairs.” Although not 
mentioned by name, film men here 
assert this is meant to support the 
Nazi protests against such _ anti- 
German films as ‘Four Sons’ and 
‘Mortal Storm,’ both of which were 
unofficially protested by German 
| sources. 

Law limiting the percentage of 
| foreign films admitted to any South 
| American country. Since U S. pix 
|dominate the market and the num- 
| ber of German films is limited, both 
from production and_ popularity 
points of view, this is intended 
mainly to hit at Hollywood reels. 





| 


Increase on Taxes 
Increase in taxes. Nazis insist 
‘that the tax on imported finished 


| pictures (now taxed by weight only 
in most South American countries) 
should be sharply upped. Point out 
that the tax on unexposed film is 
| greater than that on exposed. Be- 
| fore the war Germany shipped much 
film here, but since the blitz be- 
gan, it’s all used up and U. S. com- 
| panies are the only ones able to take 
any orders. 

General patriotic track is an old 
stunt of the Nazis, especially in S. A. 
sheets like Pampero, Deutches La 
Plata Zeitung, Clarinada and others, 
each attacking different aspects. Re- 
views of U. S. product vary in dif- 
ferent papers. Some, like Pampero, 
| dislike almost everything. Others, 
like Zeitung, which !s a German- 
language, old-established newspaper. 


is more objective, usually hitting 
only if it gets half a chance. Pam- 
pero doesn’t need any basis—like 


other similar Nazi sheets it hits just 
because it insists anything U. S. is 
anti-South America, and therefore 
must be stopped. 


| HARMON WEST ON PIX’S 
U. S. DEFENSE PLANS 


Fran Harmon, executive assist- 
ant to Will Hays and industry Co- 
ordinator on national defense, planed 
to the Coast Monday (25) night for 
confabs with Y. Frank Freeman, 


chairman of Studio Production 
committee on U. S. defense program. 
Harmon is acting as Coordinator for 
ithe industry’s eastern committee on 
| the defense. National defense 
|agencies have made numerous sug- 
| gestions to him and these will be 
|transmitted to the Coast group. 
| Harmon also will talk with John Hay 
‘Jock’ Whitney regarding the good- 
will film program in the Latin- 
Americas, 


the 


Before returning to N. Y. Harmon 


will confer with Cecil B. DeMille on 
the few, remaining changes to be 
| made in ‘Land of Liberty,’ industry 
| film that ran two years at the N. x. 
| World’s Fair. before the picture goes 
out on general release, Metro, which 
lis distributing, has shown the film 
in one spot and will test preview 
it at a couple of other communitie 
before the picture gets general dis- 


> 


tribution, 


Idea of a U. S.-S. A. combine for | 


in the industry here, is looked upon | 


propa- | 


Thou- | 


Setting up of a strict censorship | 


Germans Not Faves 





Chicago, Nov. 26. 

Indicative of the public feel- 
ing about anything Teutonic is 
this imperative program correc- 
tion sent by WIND: ‘Effective 
immediately: Please eliminate 
‘Herr’ from Old Heidelberg’s 
Louie & Weazel listings.’ 

Herr Louie and the Weazel 
have been popular around this 
territory for many years and are 
now doing a regular act in the 
Heidelberg cafe. 


WB NET PROFIT 
AT $2,747,472 


—— 








= 


Warner Bros. operating profit for 
| the fiscal year ending Aug. 31 last 
| totalled $2,747,472, after all charges 
and provision for Federal income 





than $1,000,000 over the previous 
year, ending in August 1939, when 
, the company showed $1,740,907 oper- 
ating profit. Earnings are equal to 
63c on the common as against 36c 
last year. 

Vast pickup in earnings was made 
possible even in thé face of a dip in 
| gross income from $102,083,131 for 
the fiscal year ending Aug. 26, 1939, 
to $100,337,092 for the recently com- 
pleted fiscal year. Earned surplus of 
, the corporation as of Aug. 31, this 
year, totalled $4,445,330. 

Warner statement noted that the 
company has revised its amortization 
rates on the basis of 80% for domes- 
tic income and 20% 
come. Prior to the year ended Aug. 
26, 1939, the company used 30° as 
the ratio of foreign income to total 
income. New revision makes the sec- 
ond change from the old 30% setup, 
having been slashed to 25% to cover 
the fiscal year ending August, 1939. 
Application of new 80-20 rates re- 
sulted in additional amortization 
charges in past fiscal year of $727,- 
724. 

Harry M. Warner, president, in a 
statement to stockholders accom- 
panying the financial report, pointed 
out that the European war not only 
affected the gross income but also 
served to reduce the film rental in- 
come in later periods of release 
which necessitated the acceleration 
of the writeoff of film production 
costs in the earlier periods. Even in 
the preceding year, he stated, that 
outbreak of the war in Europe had 
|resulted in a reduction in income 
through a decline in film rentals and 
foreign exchange rates. He also 
stated: ‘With the invasion of Norway, 
Denmark, Holland and Belgium, the 
military collapse of France and the 
intensified attack on Great Britain, 
the available foreign market for our 
films was further curtailed.’ 

Company noted that prior to the 

f the fiscal year, the company 


close of th 
retired $600,000 principal amount of 
§% debentures, Series due 1948, in 
satisfaction of the Sinking Fund due 
on or before Dec. 15, 1940. At the 
present, $2,178,000 principal amount 
of these debentures is held in the 
company’s treasury, which is suffi- 
cient to meet the sinking fund re- 
quirements through Dec. 15, 1943. 
Statement showed that no divi- 
dends have been paid on the pre- 
ferred stock since March, 1932, with 
unpaid dividends amounting to $%,- 


259.966 or $32.72 per share as of Sept. | 


1 last on 99,617 share of the prefer- 
ence issue. 


Benz Bros. in Dicker 
For Minnesota, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26 
Benz brothers, millionaire realty 
and liquor dealers, are reported 
dickering with trustees for the 4,000- 
seat Minnesota theatre, now in 
bankruptcy. The $2,060,000 de luxe 


showhouse has been dark most of the 
time during recent years. 

The Benzs operated it for several 
months last year, for the owners, 
with a vaudfilm policy which proved 
a losing venture. After this venture 
the owners, unable to find a tenant, 
tossed the theatre into bankruptcy. 


isha titecbiniiiaa 
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TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

‘Father and Son’ became ‘Father's 
Son’ at Warners. 

Loew-Lewin Productions switched 
from ‘Flotsam’ to ‘So Ends Our 
Night.’ 

‘Tonight Is Ours’ is release tag on 
‘Ballerina’ at Paramount. 

‘The Hardboiled Canary’ is re- 

> handle for Paramount's ‘There's 
Ia ~ ain Musie 


taxes, or an improvement of more. 


for foreign in- | 





Nazi Mex. Ads 


Continued from page 1 











Nazi troops behaved better in that 
country than did some invaders in 
other times. 

Toller is scored for gross exagger- 

ations and German-hatred, provoked 
by his Jewish origin, in the ad which 
| comments: 
| ‘It may seem strange to you that 
this poisonous defamation and 
calumny issues forth from Holly- 
wood’ week by week. But it is no 
secret that the gentlemen who own 
| United Artists, Metro-Goldwyn- 
| Mayer, 20th Century-Fox, etc., and 
‘the directors who make their pic- 
,tures are Jews. Have these ‘ex- 
ponents of culture’ forgotten that 
|Germany expelled their ‘brothers’ 
when she found out that it was cer- 
| tain that they would definitely con- 
trol German economy, industry, 
newspapers and theatres?’ 

The hottest time local film circles 
| have known of late has been stirred 
|up by ‘The Martyr.’ The Cine 

Palacio, a new swanky 





| Chino 
| cinema here where the pic is on ex- 

hibition, is being guarded by a corps 
|of cops—uniformed, plain clothes 
|and tear-gassers. This guard was 
| provided when the exhibitor told 
|Gen. Jose Manuel Nunez, chief of 

police, that he had received numer- 
| ous telephone threats from folk who 
| speak with a strong Teutonic accent 
'and even from some who are ob- 
| viously Mexicans that the cinema 
|; would be bombed if the pic is con- 
| iinued. 

There have been various disturb- 
ances during exhibitions, including 
the bursting of stink bombs, but no 
arrests have been made thus far, and 
the Nazi legation has not 
plained. 
spray tear gas at all points where 


|The Government 


Indict 4 in St. Louis Illicit Film 
Ring; Probe Extends Nationally 


f 





St. Louis, Nov. 26. 

Indictments charging four St. Lou- 
isans with violations of the postal 
laws by shipping and receiving in- 
decent films and using the mails to 
further such transactions were re- 
turned last week by the local U. S. 
grand jury. Post Office Inspector 
O. C. H. Willard, who is in charge 
of the investigation, safd several per- 
sons in Chicago, Peoria and Evans- 
ville, Ind., are soon to be indicted 
on similar charges. The trail of un- 
covering the traffic of these out- 
lawed films is leading to many points 
in the U. S. Willard confirmed lo- 
cal rumors that many persons, out- 
side of Missouri and those in the 
three cities mentioned, also will be 
arrested before the case is closed. 

Willard said his investigation thus 
far has disclosed that at least one of 
the lascivious pix was made in St. 
Louis and he has reasons to believe 
many others also were filmed here. 
'He also unearthed plans to add 
sound tracks for some of the films. 
is tracking down 
the makers of the films in addition 
to the distributors and exhibitors. 

Lloyd C. Hutton, a shoeworker by 
day and operator of a miniature the- 
atre where indecent films were 
shown in the basement of his home 
at night, is charged on two counts 
and the others indicted are Carroll 
C. Vail, Thomas J. Brown and Wil- 
liam McKinnon. Willard declares 
that Carroll has been engaged in the 
{illegal traffic for more than five 
years and that films have been sent 
from St. Louis to many points in the 








com- 
: ' - S49 
The cops have orders to | that involve persons in other cities. 


the stink bombs burst. | 


| This is the first time in years here 


| 


country. In addition to the seizure 
of 51 reels of films, ‘pronounced by 
postal inspectors t> come under the 
category of indecency, bundles of 
correspondence have been grabbed 


Produced Strip Acts 
Willard asserted the four under in- 
dictment constitute the local ring 


that a cinema has had to have a po- | 224 he has learned that in addition 


lice guard because of a picture. 


Mystery Veils Importing 


Of Nazi Reels in Mexico | 


Mystery cloaks the arrival 
of 10 UFA newsies, painting the 
Reich side of the war. How these 
pix, the first of the kind to reach | 
here in moons, got into Mexico is 
not quite clear. Mcre mystery sur- 
rounds what the importer intends to 


here 





do with them, in view of the ban the 


arch-Nazi and fascist foe, started 
before the war and made ironclad 


when the conflict started. 


Though there is no official govern- 





ment prohibition of Nazi or fascist | 


| pix, the administratfon’s trend to- 
wards anti-Hitlerism and the Con- 
federation’s stand make public 
screening of these films next to im- 
| possible. And exhibitors know their 
public and their tastes. In Mexico 
Nazism and Fascism are highly un- 
popular, 
pro-German incident. 


SOEG OKAYED BY NLRB 


TO REP 7 PIX STUDIOS | ye": 


Washington, Nov. 26. 

Exclusive bargaining 
seven Hollywood studios have been 
won by independent Screen 
Office Employee: Guild, which 
shouldered aside before the balloting 
the rival] American Federation of 
Labor white-collar crowd, while the 
Century-Fox Studio Office Em- 
Guild, also unconnected with 


the 


290th 


_ 
Uy CS 
pv} ys 


any national outfit, scored in recent 
elections ordered by the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

Official results certified Monday 


(25) showed the SOEG mopped up 
95.6% of all votes cast at Colum- 
bia, RKO, Universal, Republic, Met- 
ro, Wanger and Roach plants, but 
tallied only 38.8% at the 20th-Fox 
establishment. Former won unani- 
|; mously at Roach and Republic lots. 

Out of 1,212 front office workers 
eligible, 83% or 1,016 voted at the 
seven studios where only one choice 


ito exhibiting the 16 mm. celluloid 


they also produced strip-tease acts. 
One of the men under arrest has 
told Willard he made copies of films 
received from points outside of Mis- 
souri and this enabled Hutton to 
build up a library of 173 reels. Fur- 
ther info obtained by Willard re- 
vealed that the rental asked for sev- 
eral ‘select’ reels rangec from $75 
to $125 per day while others brought 
only $2.50 per reel. 

Postal authorities have been work- 


| ing on the situation for several years 
Confederation of Mexican Workers, | 


but the ‘break’ did not come until 
last September when a local gen- 
darme received a tip that ‘something 
funny’ was going on at Hutton’s 
home in North St. Louis as he was 
receiving numerous express pack- 
ages. The nosey cop called in the 


| postal inspectors, who, after making 


|obtained a 


rights at | 


|a survey of express shipments here, 
search warrant, raided 
| Hutton’s house, nailed him and 
| seized films and correspondence. 

Hutton has been in the local cal- 


despite the above-detailed | 2b0ose since Sept. 26 in default of 


| $15,000 bonds. McKinnon likewise 
jis in the jug. Vail is at liberty on 
| $15,000 bonds while Brown has been 
|able to furnish $10,000 bonds. The 
| penalty for trafficking in indecent 
via common carrier, is five 
in a federal hoosegow or a 
$5,000 fine or both, on each count. 


| IATSE, Local No. 143, has taken 
| . . . . 

|cognizance of the situation by is- 
suing an edict that any member 


| caught aiding or abetting in the dis- 


play, etc., of indecent films will be 
heavily fined or expelled from the 
organization. 


Receivership for Miami 
Theatre, N. Y., Is Denied 


Denial of an application of Joseph 
Balaber for the appointment of a re- 
ceiver for Ben-Mir Amusement 
Corp., by N. Y. supreme court Jus- 
tice William T. Collins, revealed the 
| suit against the corporation, which 
|owns the lease on the Miami thea- 
| tre, N. Y5 and Lou Klein. The court 
iruled that no adequate reason had 
| been advanced for the drastic action 
|sought, nor had any proof been ad- 
| vanced to prove that the defendants 
| would dissipate the funds pending 
The Miami 


| trial. is on 6th avenue 


was presented, but only 950 of the | and 46th street. 


ballots were 


counted as all those | 


Action claims the plaintiff and de- 


challenged were thrown out and the | fendants were partners in the thea- 
fone-sidedness of the tally made it/tre venture which revived old silent 


unnecessary to rule on the chal- 
lenges. At 20th-Fox, 418 of 459 eligi- 
bles were recorded, with the SOEG 
polling only 156, four voting for 
neither outfit, and remaining 242 
ballots favoring the separate 20th- 
Fox union. 


pictures. Since May of this year the 
| defendants have refused to psy him 


lany money, hidden the accounts, 
and won't give him the list of 5.400 
subscribers, plaintiff claims, in seek- 
ing to break the partner } agree- 


iment 
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‘First class entertainment...loaded with suspense, 
dramatic vitality and skillful performances!” _ 
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Sterring 


CONRAD VEIDT - VALERIE HOBSON 


sensation of “ESCAPE” heroine of “DRUMS” 


Presented by UNITED ARTISTS 
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toward better things to come, 
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| Decree 


they come west for semi-yearly pow- 
wows with their respective studio 
commanders during the next six 
weeks. Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox 
sales chief, tipped the Westwood 
crowd as to what waits ahead dur- 
ing his stay here last week, while 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, is 
right now spreading the news around 
his Gower street plant. Metro’s 
Nicholas M. Schenck is due here 
late in December. The Warners 
group will get together at Burbank 
about the same time. 

While United Artists, Universal! 
and Columbia are unaffected right 
now by the provisions of the decree, 
due to their decision to go through 
with a court battle, they are taking 
no chances on lagging behind in 
the race to improve their output. 
Murray Silverstone, UA operating 
head, is now in Hollywood to attune 
his producers to the new deal; Uni- 
versal’s easterners will be here 
about mid-December to do likewise, 
while the Columbia east-west bigs 
have already discussed tentative 
plans for the change-over and have 
slated additional confabs for late De- 
cember. 

One thing is certain to come out 
of the meetings still to be held, just 
as it emerged from the Par hud- 
dies, the B picture is with us to 
stay, despite all talk to the contrary 
a year ago. Par set the pace when 
it voted to split its next season’s 
docket into three classifications com- 
prising 24 A’s to be allotted appro- 
priations of $500,000 cash each; 16 
B's to be filmed for between $125,- 
000 and $150,000, and eight Harry 
Sherman-produced westerns to be 
prought infor around $1,000,000 for 
the batch. 

There remains outside the group 
classifications half a dozen super- 
films, cost of which will be limited 
oniy to the requirements of best 
quality and showmanship. Included 
in this list are two Cecil B. DeMille 
productions, comparable to 
West Mounted Police’ and the Ernest 
Hemingway story, ‘For Whom the 
Bell Tolls.’ Film rights of the latter 





were $100,000, with additional royal- | 


ties predicated on the number of 
book copies sold. Gary Cooper 
($125,000 per pic) may star in it. 

Yet, although the Par cost bounds 
on B’s are considerably below what 
it has spent on the majority of that 
type of film in the past, studio czars 
are expected to make them bigger 
and better in the months to come. 
To accomplish this they must have 
more intriguing plots, more compe- 
tent directors and more experienced 
thesps. 

Bring In Those Who Can 

Y. Frank Freeman, Par studio 
topper, believes it can be accom- 
plished, and has instructed his aide, 
Henry Ginsberg, to remould the Par 
organization to fit the situation. 
20th-Fox's executive personnel, 
which has already undergone many 
changes in recent months, is un- 
derstood to be facing stili further re- 
alignment. Schaefer is said to plan 
a far-reaching shakeup at RKO be- 
fore he again returns to his home 
Office desk. 

In other words, nothing is to be 
left undone in the Big Five's drive 
to increase present earnings, the 
while living up to the fullest mean- 
ing of both the letter and spirit of 


the decree. The present crop of 
producers, directors and _ writers 
has been informed that it must 


come through with saleable fare or 
make room for those who can. 
While there will be plenty of con- 
versation anent 
tions between 
of the next selling stanza, 
must take it with a grain of salt. 
Even Metro, where overhead is stiff- 
est, is moving cagily in considering 
1941-42 feature appropriations. Like 
Par, the Culver City plant will re- 
sort to a number of B's which it can 
Send out on @ flat rental basis with 
& certainty of getting its investment 
back. 
_ Meanwhile, all lots, whether ma- 
jor or indie, will switch over to the 
flexible program idea as the kind of 
Stories to be used. There will be no 
complete listing of product by the 
Separate lots at their sales conven- 
tions, which get under way in March 
and April, for both distribution and 
Production leaders are aware of the 


now and the advent 


importance of being able to quickly 


Switch not only stories but the for- 
mulas for their treatment on short 
notice. They'll make the kind of 
vehicles in demand at the moment, 
and steer clear of any attempts to 
Pile up heavy product backlogs. 

In fact, every indication points 
from 


Crimps Prod. Coin 


Continued from page 7 


‘North | 


$1,000,000 produc- | 


exhibs | 








, the entertainment standpoint. 
duction chiefs have made high 
promises to the boys back east, 
promises on which they’ve got to 
make good or else. 

Kidding the home office has sud- 
denly become a perilous pastime 
for the West Coasters. 


Pro- 





MGRS.’ PAR 
PLOTS 


Toronto, Nov. 26. 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, vice-president in 
charge of theatre operations for Fa- 
;}mous Players (Canadian) is in Hol- 


|!ywood for a series of story confer- 
}ences with Paramount heads as an 








FP - CANADIAN 





|outcome of a novel film-ideas con- | 


|test in which all FP-Can. employees 
participated. 
|to get ideas from his staff on what 
film subjects would make better 
boxoffice attractions. Cash-winners 
ranged from theatre managers to 
ushers to cleaners. 


Not all details are being disclosed 
jae first prize went to Slingsby Nor- 
man, manager of the Broadway, Van- 
|couver, who suggested a film using 
;such Paramount musical talent as 
| Bing Crosby, Dorothy Lamour, Allan 
|Jones, Bob Hope, etc., and have 
{them enact a screwball musical 
|household (a la ‘The Royal Family’) 
|with one member in opera, another 
on the radio, one in musical comedy, 
ete. 
Runneymede, Toronto, came in sec- 
ond with the suggestion of making 
|Bob Hope a foreign 


and tieing him in with current head- 
a breezy manner 
possible in these 


\lines, but in 
}such is 


correspondent | 


Fitzgibbons’ idea was | 





|cost of 


Jimmy Lynch, manager of the | 


(if | 
times ). | 


|George Forham of the Bell theatre, | 


| Belleville, Ontario, came in third 
| with an idea for a series of railroad- 


background films on the premise that 


jmen would go for this type of ple-| bring actions against the five major 


iture. Several other ideas cropped 


up and will come tn for further dis- | 


| cussion. 


Griffis’ Talk 


Under the educational program in- | 


stituted by Paramount at its home of- 


fice for the purpose of acquainting | 


all employees with the mechanics of 


| the business, background, etc., Stan- | 


ton Griffis appeared last 
(Tues.) in the 
gatherings to discuss 
show business. He outlined the 
building of the financial structure of 
a large corporation in his address. 


night 


Richard Mealand, also on the pro- 
| gram, is eastern story editor of Par 
land discussed how a story is con- 
ceived and formulated, plus proced- 
ure in writing a play or script. His 
talk was billed as ‘How Stories Be- 
come Films.’ 

| Walter B. Cokell, treasurer of the 
‘company, presided at last night’s ses- 
$i0n, 





‘Pitt Theatre’s Collapse 
| Resulted From Dry Rot; 
New Structure Sought 


| 
| - 
} 
| 
| 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 

Dry rot caused collapse of Alvin 
|theatre roof Nov. 14, E. U. Snaman, 
agent for Harvard University, which 
'owns the 50-year-old building, 
claimed last week after examining 
| the debris. ( 
‘in the house at time miraculously 
| escaped death when the top of the 
;house caved in, resulting in only 
| slight injuries to four. 


Although naman said Alvin 
| would be re-roofed and in operation 


third of a series of | 
banking in| 


| lief for 


|the three 


EDWARDS’ $6,200 SUIT 
VERSUS FILM ALLIANCE 


An application by Sol Edwards to 
examine Nat Wachsberger, vice- 
president of the Film Alliance of the 
U. S., Inc., revealed a $6,200 action 
against the corporation in N. Y. su- 
preme court. Suit charges breach of 





contract entered into July 29, 1940,|and theatre men are wondering if 


whereby Edwards was hired as east- 
ern sales manager of Film Alliance 
for four months at $125 weekly plus 
2%2% of the gross after deducting 
$17,000 from the gross of each pic- 
ture released by Film Alliance dur- 
ing the 1940-41 season. 


Edwards claims he was discharged 
without cause on Sept. 21, and seeks 
$1,200 additional salary plus $5,000, 
which is claimed to be the percent- 
age due under an estimated gross 
of $200,000. The defendant claims 
as a defense that Edwards violated 
his employment contract by failure 
to devote the major part of his time 
to visiting exchanges, in failing to 
secure exhibition contracts and con- 
tacts with theatres, and refusal to 
obey orders in soliciting exhibition 
contracts. A dismissal of the suit is 
asked. 





$35,000 Damage by Fire 


Oakland, Cal., Nov. 26. 

Another balcony fire caused by a 
cigarette damaged the Enean theatre 
in Pittsburgh, a suburb of Oakland, 
to the extent of $35,000 this week. 
The fire broke out after the final 
screening. 

The Enean, managed by Frank 
Lucido, was built five years ago at a 
$150,000. It will be closed a 
month for reconstruction. 





Indies’ Suits 


—— Continued from page 6 





Judge Goddard’s ruling before the 


| higher court. | 
William E. Sims, representing the 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 


America, also feels as does Weisman | 


that the independents’ cause is a lost 


|one as far as actual relief from the 


court at the moment is concerned. 
Sims has a novel view in that he 
feels independents may be able to 


film companies which signed the de- 


cree, under the Sherman act, to do| 


two things: 


First, Sims says he will charge vio- | 
lation of the Sherman laws against | 
the five signers; and secondly he will | 
| charge that the Government has not | 
gone sufficiently far tn the decree to | 


stop violations of the Sherman act, 


but by the decree itself, has strength- | 
ened unwittingly the position of the | 


major film company ‘violators,’ 
thereby creating and continuing a/| 
monopoly. 


Such an action would in effect ask 


that the decree be dismissed as un- 
constitutional, as furthering a mo- 
nopoly. 
Columbia, UA and U 

Such possible suits make inter- 
esting reading from an attorney’s 
viewpoint, but their practicability 
from the standpoint of effecting re- 
independents would seem 
vague. The only possible blockage 
to the decree at the moment would 
probably have to come from any of 
non-signers of the docu- 


|ment, Columbia, United Artists and 


More than 100 patrons | 


| hearing before Judge Goddard, and 


|again in 60 days, Harris Amus. Co., | 


| which leases Alvin, was understood 
'to be holding out for an entirely new 
| structure, claiming public might 
| lose confidence if house was only re- 
|paired. Pending official action by 
| Harvard trustees, Harrises will re- 
route A product into their other 
| downtown first-run house, the Sena- 
tor. 
| Conclusion that dry rot caused col- 
lapse was supported by fact that 
several pieces of shattered white 
pine boards, although outwardly 
sound, were soft and powdery in- 
| side, according to Snaman. 


'to disclose what the next move will 


| United Artists, and Department men 


Universal. These companies were 
defendants in the original suit and 
the decree specifically provides that 
a further decree must be secured 
against them by June 1, 1942, or the 
five producer-exhibitors may take 
advantage of the escape clause 
Hence the three smaller companie: 
are vitally affected by the decree 


United Artists 
time 
they would not make any attempt to 
block the signing of the decree or 
appeal its signing. 

Columbia's position is not so well 
known. The company opposed the 
signing as vigorously, # not more so, 
than the independents at the formal 


for and 


some 


Attorneys 


Universal ago announced 


it is rumored may do something 
drastic to prevent consummation. 
Attorneys for the company refused 


be, but it is believed it will hinge 
on the next session before the court 
on Dec. 5. 

In the meantime, the Department 
of Justice, well satisfied with the re- 
sults of iis efforts, is preparing its 
case against Columbia, Universal and 


declare that they are ready 
moment’s notice to start trial. The 
necessary legal for the com- 
mencement of the trial will probab! 
delay before the spring o 
early summer of 1941. 


at a 
steps 


its start 


Schines Drop $1,900 Into Rochester 
Bingo Pot; Public Reaction Feared 





Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 26. 





| into the local bingo pot last week 


public reaction will force D. A. to 
clamp down. 


|parts of the city, are socking the- 
atre business. 

Beginning today (26) Schines of- 
fering. $250 or more in prizes in 
each of six houses and a film at 55c, 
| antes the usual film tariff. Three 
largest Schine huuses, Madison, Mon- 
|roe and Riviera put up $300 each. 
| Schines started the fall season with- 
| out bingo, aiming to sell mainly en- 
| tertainment, so current shift ranks 
|as dramatic. 
| Most small nabes have been offer- 
,ing bingo at small stakes and one 
_theatre man is operating two bingo 
| halls as well as the money game in 
his theatre. Howard G. Carroll, 
Strand, offers $1,000 in prizes Friday 
nights, advertising ‘free’ 
99c., 
| District Attorney Daniel d. 
| O'Mara banned bingo two years ago, 
| but the largest outfit in county used 
it e ‘free’ dodge and got away with 
| it, so the games gradually returned 
until more than a score of halls are 
operating, some several nights a 
week, 
| Schines announced 
with full-page ad in the Sun, as the 
word bingo is banned in the Gan- 








Schines dropped a $1,900 bomb 


| Banko Pinch 


All agree that bingo | 
| halls, breaking out like a rash in all | 


| grand 


| sets by, however, and carried same 
| meaning to the players. 





Akron, O., Nov. 26. 

Larry O’Neill, manager of the 
Schine, Bellefontaine, has _ been 
bound over to the Logan county 
jury after entering a not 
guilty plea to a charge of operat- 
ing a bank night. Bond of $300 was 
charged. 

A similar banko case is now pend- 
ing in Miami county involving the 
Mayflower, Troy, and is now before 
the Ohio supreme court. 





Det. ‘Smellies’ 


Continued from page | 








bingo at 


with prairie smells and then turning 
to the oil odors when the gushers 
in the fields were tapped. For more 
variety they scented up such scenes 
as those at the races, in the tropics, 
Hedy Lamarr’s boudoir, oil refineries 
and business offices. 

The company boasts that the min- 


gling of odor with action lends a 
‘new dimension to the s¢reen’ and 
comment cards handed out by the 





their games | picture. 


Rosering- with their comments, one 


theatres found better than 80% of 
audiences okaying the innovation 


which led to the first run of a full 
week and a hookup with a major 
Wisecrackers still come 


being, ‘Next time have Hedy in pep- 


| nett papers. Expression ‘Big Party’ permint.’ 








ANDREW SISTERS 
ANTONIO and ROSARIO 
DES! ARNEZ 
DAVE APOLLON 
MAX BAER 
BALLET RUSSE 
JAMES BARTON 
ANDRE BARUCH 
IRVING BERLIN 
BERRY BROTHERS 
BLOCK and SULLY 


HARRISON 


BOOGIE-WOOGIE BOYS 
CAROL BRUCE 


To the following distinguished 
artists who have generously 
volunteered their services for 


‘NIGHT OF 
STARS’ 


WEDNESDAY EVE., NOV. 27th 
AT MADISON SQ. GARDEN 


We extend our deepest gratitude 


GEORGES and JALNA 
@LEN GRAY and CASA 
LOMA ORCHESTRA 
HANK GREENBERG 

JACK HALEY 
HARRY HERSHFIELD 


THE HARTMANS 

MEL HEIN 

ELEANOR HOLM 

WILLIE and EUGENE 
HOWARD 

GEORGE JESSEL 


+ + + + + + tt OO OF 


LYN MURRAY'S SINGERS 

MUSIC HALL 
ROCKETTES 

OLSEN and JOHNSON 

ACE PARKER 
FRANK PARKER 

JAN PEERCE 

JANE PICKENS 
HARRY RICHMAN 
BILLY ROSE 

LANNY ROSS 

ARTUR RUBINSTEIN 

CONNIE RUSSELL 


and FISHER 





BRUCE CABOT 
EDDIE CANTOR 
BILLY CONN 
GEORGE HAMILTON 
COOMBS, JR. 
>ROSS and DUNN 
JAMES CROWLEY 
CLMER DAVIS 
ALAN DINEHART 
EDDY DUCHIN 
KATHERINE DUNHAM 
and HER DANCERS 
BENNY FIELDS 
DICK FISHELL 
COL, JAY C, FLIPPEN 
GAE FOSTER GIRLS 
JANE FROMAN 
WILLIAM GAXYON 


AL JOLSON 

DAVIE KERR 

TUFFY LEEMANS 

LeVARR BROTHERS 

ELLA LOGAN 

GUY LOMBARDO and 
ORCHESTRA 

LUCKY STRIKE ORCH. 


ABE LYMAN and ORCH. 


MARIO and FLORIO 
EVERETT MARSHALL 
FRANK MeCORMACK 
MERRY MACS 

JOAN MERRILL 
MILLS BROTHERS 
GLENN MILLER and 

ORCHESTRA 

LUCY MONROE 
VICTOR MOORE 


Chairmen, 


DINAH SHORE 

AL SIEGEL 

SID SILVERS 

RED SKELTON 
MARY SMALL 
RAYMOND GRAM SWING 
JOHANNES STEEL 
LYLé TALBOT 
LOWELL THOMAS 
ARTHUR TREACHER 
ROMO VINCENT 
BEA WAIN 

MARK WARNOW 
ETHEL WATERS 

ED WYNN 

HENNY YOUNGMAN 
YVETTE 

VERA ZORINA 


NATHAN STRAUS, Chairman 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK, 
Producing Committee 


LOUIS K. SIDNEY, 


SAMUEL BLITZ, Executive Director. 
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Lefty Still Gets Those Fire-Drill =| 
Pix: the Kind That Empty the House 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., Nov. 26. 


Dear Aggie: 

I wish you'd stop your long distance worrying about things here at home 
and let me take care of all the local worrying. Business is semi-lousy. 
They've been sending me fire-drill pictures, the kind that empty houses 
in five minutes—if they had anybody in ’em. It seems these days the word 
guaranteed when given by a picture producer means certain loss. What | 
the picture people need are more customers that can’t hear; the photog- | 
raphy is usually good. It’s nothing nowadays to see five stars in one pic- 
ture and most of the times it means the same thing. But like my Uncle | 
Mike used to say, ‘When you've had real cream and get condensed milk | 
vou know the difference, but when there’s no cream to get you're glad to 
take condensed milk.’ That goes for the pic business too. 

I'm sure glad the election is over. I won a few bucks but had to spend | 
it on the guys I won it from to get back their friendship. The day after | 
election Flint, the banker, looked like an eagle that slept in a swamp. I 
couldn't kid him much because one of my notes is due next month. It's | 
tough when a guy takes his politics serious. My Uncle Mike had the | 
right idea; he was a Democrat in the summertime and a Republican in| 
the wintertime ... the Republicans had a stove. As for me I'd rather be a 
riot than President. 
Fan Mail 

I got a lotta mail I gotta answer. Received a letter from Jimmy Conlin | 
(Conlin, Steele & Carr) who has a walnut ranch in Hollywood and also 
is making faces for the pictures; be sure and drop in to see him and Myrtle, 


} 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Oe 


(Continued from page 11) 
good $3,200. Last week ‘Third Fin- 
ger’ (M-G) (2d wk), $4,000 for six 
days, good, after big $7,800 in eight 
days at State. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)— 
‘Queen Yukon’ (Mono). Satisfactory 
$900 indicated, Last week ‘Bat Whis- 
pers’ (Indie), five days, mild $400, 


and ‘Secrets of Model’ (Indie) (2d 
wk), fair $500 in four days. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— | 
‘Too Many Girls’ (RKO). Should 
garner fair $2,500, with aid of 
Thanksgiving day takings. Last 
week ‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO), 


$2,100, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39- 
44-55) —Bit of Heczv.n’ (U) and 
stage show, including Harry James’ 
band and ‘Four Ink Spots,’ etc., for 
full week, and Gloria Jean in person 
first three days. Tremendous box- 
office here. On opening day, Fri- 


| day, with no school, sold 3,600 tick- 


ets before start of first show, 12:50 
p.m., house being packed to capac- 


|ity and overflow filling big lobby 


and extending block and half out- 
side. Picture also favorably re- 
ceived. In number of people played 
to, house broke record Friday to 
Sunday, inclusive. May reach very 
big $16,000. Last week ‘Spring Pa- 
rade’ (U), $6,500, pretty good. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 35-44- 
55)—‘North West Mounted’ (Par) (2d 
wk). This one going great guns. 
Far above original estimate and 


meeting all expectations, initial fast | 


————. 





Censorship’s Vagaries 





‘threat to profitable operations, film 
officials aver. 

Exhibitors would be forced to dis- 
play a sign some place prominently 





‘in the theatre lobby reading ‘The | 


motion picture herein being shown 
/is not licensed for exhibition to per- 
sons under 21 years of age.’ Indus- 
| try spokesmen expressed themselves 
las opposed to this meddling in dis- 
| tribution, pointing out that some 
similar system is used in England, 
|'where a general distribution certifi- 
‘cate is given on some subjects while 
|on others a different certificate bars 
| the exhibition of a pieture to minors. 
| But in England, the film industry 
‘has some say in the makeup of the 
| censoring board. 

| Idea of safeguarding the morals 
(of minors and looking after their 
| mental welfare is viewed in the 
| trade as further extension of com- 
i/munity censorship, Change in the 
|Chicago ordinance, in use for about 


| 26 years, would place censorship in | 


‘the hands of a board picked by the 


;}mayor and approved by the city 
council, 

If the change is made, this would 
/mean that the Chicago censors 


Continued from page 21 





sors here removed the scene where 
| Mussolini is seen doing a serl0-comie 
strut before the assembled Italian 
| people. 

Feature was re-edited and addi. 
tional Latin-American material 
|added for the South American mar. 
|ket. Narrator speaking in Spanish 
land another talking Portugese was 
| added to the sound track. 


Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) censors 
|rejected the film but reported here 
that it may be passed after suggested 
changes are made. 





Theatres’ Taxes 


Continued from page 7 





—_——_1 


to tax based on the price of the 
seats given away. 

In the event new taxation under 
consideration by Washington makes 
lall theatre tickets taxable, regard- 
less of price, a tax on a 35c ducat 
would still have to be paid by the 
exhibitor even if a student or soldier 
| was admitted to a 35c seat for 10c. 


No 20c Ceiling 
It is believed within the film in- 





would be able to tell any soldier or | 
sailor, under 21, just what type of | 
screen fare he should see or not) 


they’re regulars. Fred Hillebrand sent me a copy of his new song, ‘Window 


Wishing on Fifth Ave.’, it sounds great even the way Flo plays it. Jake | Pace having been exceeded as first 


dustry that new taxation required by ' 
| week progressed. Original momen- 


Bernstein, who used to be props at the Temple, Rochester, sent me some | the Government will remove the 





swell old pictures of Hoey & Evans and Billy Barry for my collection. 
He writes me that Frank Powderly, who very few people know, was the 
first and only partner of W. C. Fields when he first started, is now living | 
in Rochester. Happy Benway, who gives me all the news about the boys 
and gals at Saranac wrote me a funny letter on a funny letterhead of his. | 
He tells me that Tudor Cameron (Cameron & Flanagan) is all set for a| 





tum should keep it rolling to big 
$9,000. First week, stupendous $15,- 
500 for seven and half days. Boosted 
admissions no deterrent. 
Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
‘Howards’ (Col). First neighborhood 
showing. En route to pretty good 


| 


view. 





OK After 6 Years in Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 26. 
After six years the censor board 





|present ceiling of 20c and also the 
| rate of tax on all’ admissions may 
|be stepped up in treasury hopes of 
ja much higher yield of revenue from 
‘theatres as well as other amuse- 
;ments, including sports, night clubs, 


comeback to show biz. Well, Tudor was always a topnotch guy and plenty | ear gp tae ‘Strike Up Band | mae finally okayed ‘Scarface’ for | etc. Tax rate is now 10° o. | 
clever; he would be a cinch for a show now. I also received a letter from! World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350: |Chicago. United Artists tried for Up to last July 1 a ceiling of 40¢c 
Jack Norworth on stationery from a Cincinnati hotel, in an envelope from | 28-39-44-55)—‘Spring Parade’ (U) | Years to put this picture on local | existed, with the tax starting at 4lc. 


a Chicago department store and postmarked Denver. Some route. Henry | 
Bergman (Clark & Bergman) wrote me that he is very happy now man- 
aging the Texas theatre in San Antonio for Interstate Circuit. Of course 
a manager of a circuit house only uses half the bicarbonate that an indie 
owner like myself has to use. Tom Waters owns a bar and grill in Shamo- 
kin, Pa., and still tickles the ivories for the customers. Harry Hershfield, 
the swell columnist and cartoonist, writes me that Henny Youngman is 
putting putty on his nose so nobody will take him for Milton Berle. 


That’s about al] I can tell you. Take care of Junior and don’t worry 


(2d wk). Well spotted at this house. 
Should click to good $2,000. Last 


| week ‘City Conquest’ (WB) (2d wk), 


$1,800, pretty good. 


MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 11) 








| screens, but the censors wouldn’t 
{consider it, even refusing to okay 
| it with deletions. 

| Picture is now states-righted, with 
{the Illinois rights having been ob- 
|tained by Henri Elman, of the Capi- 
| tal Film Exchange. 


$311,800 Collected 


Only between 600 and 700 theatres 
were charging more than 40c, thus 
paying a tax, whereas when the 
exemption on July 1 was dropped 
to 20c many times this number were 
added to the taxation rolls. How- 
ever, the number of admissions now 
ranging up to 20c are believed to be 
|in the majority. This includes thea- 


é' oe : ee : | $6,500. Last week, ‘Too Many Girls’ | tres whose top price is not over 20c 
about him hanging around Mr. B, the producer. Anything he can learn | (RKO) and ‘Men Against Sky’ | By N.Y. Fil C as well as those that have morning 
about him and what’s going on in his office will come in handy when} (RKO), weak $5,000. | yY IN.I. Film Censors matinee or kid scales that é ies 
option time comes around. In Hollywood it isn’t what you do, it’s what} Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— . sae gener a a c 


you know about the big guy that he shouldn’t do. I don’t believe anything | 
anyone writes me about you and in case anybody should write you from | 


‘Escape’ (M-G). 
with fine $10,000. 


High spot of week 
Last week, ‘North 


Albany, Nov. 26. 


An increase in net revenue of 


over, though at night or on holidays 
taxable admissions may be charged. 


this end about me don’t believe it either. You know I gotta be nice to! ae gerne a? (4th wk), ry ay ga peg be aa Added defense costs for the Gov- 
the lady customers, it’s just a case of business. Love and kisses to you | sw Meo ate (2.300: 25-34-50)—| for the fiscal cacy Fie pe ry pope oie ge ap pe) a gh 
and Junior. I sure — the kid. Sez, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire’| from licensing of films, is reported \ the proposal on increasing the po 
Yours until vaudeville comes back, (RKO) (2d wk). Pacing for fair by Irwin Esmond, director of motion tional limit is to jum it ae $49 a 
Lefty. | $4,000 after — A gos al ise | picture division, State Education De- | 000,000,000 to $65,000 000 000 ties 

Roger Brower sez: ‘Perfume will never replace the old-fashioned bath- ‘Dictator’ (UA) (3d wi), Price kil]. | Partment, in his annual summary Not only will the naeeerene or the 


tub.’ 





Kennedy Vice Morris MIKE MARCHES ON 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 20th-Fox is continuing the char- | 

Arthur Kennedy replaced Wayne lacter of Michael Shanye in its cure | 

Morris in the male lead in ‘Knock- | rent production, ‘Sleepers West,’ with 
out’ at Warners, opposite Olympe |g new series in view. 

















ing it after first week and $6,000 best 
in sight after good $8,000 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Battements de Coeur’ 
(Sth wk). Likely $900, good enough 
after fair $1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 25- 
34)—‘Pieges’ and ‘Coup de Bourse.’ 
Good $6,000. Last week, ‘Maitre des 
Forges’ and ‘M’sieu Sans Gene,’ good 


filed with Commissioner of Educa- 
tion Ernest E. Cole. Esmond’s fig- 
ures show receipts were greater and 
|expenditures less than 





ceding year. Total income was $311,- 
| 800 and outgo was $63,877; the pre- 
vious year they were $298,023 and 
| $67,296, respectively. Incidentally, 


{the fact licensing of films has been | 


in the pre- | 


theatre controlled by a producer- 
| distributor have to face the added 
taxation expected through collecting 
it at the boxoffice from patrons, if 
the burden isn’t carried by the thea- 
tre, but additional inroads on profits 
will be made through tax, 
excess profits taxes, etc. 


income 


Bradna. } Role was created by Lloyd Nolan | $5,600. a source of revenue to the State for} The probability is that the major 
Filming started yesterday with |in ‘Michael Shayne, Private Detec- | - — | many years is one, though not the | part of the load will be passed on 
William Clemens directing. ' tive.’ only reason, why attempts to repeal | to the public. In the event all tick- 
: MEMPHIS pee Ee ype Meda Bag om. Fe ike bade eae : 

| #0-called censorship law failed. ets become taxable, down to the 10c 














—— —— sain a The mpd during the last fiscal | admissions, it is also likely that there 
oneuvenevennvvunevesonssoonvososvucnesncosrorsnncvensuenvenseenneneveveueesnevereesororsent paresvevovnevevonisrovcereoeornnnncovenraveneensevenssvevevinsoesecosutnencecemeesrevennedet. } . a = - : ‘ _ men tam 4 . is } 
seoeseenoone MIU in nt vocnceneesause saeceneeenemeneaietmea (Continued from page 9) fo ea ot ae 1,762 motion pictures, ep pe a general lifting of scales 
: = rhic ; yt > ic ’ ] c fad ly trie 

H i| rich never great draw here, but good |r W2lch nine were rejected in toto. This would be especially true of 
i f l h ?| notices plus Milton Slosser’s swing However, of the latter three were theatres which dropped to 20c from 
Hs ew OYF e Tes =| organ session with Jack Morgan and | revised to the point where subse- | higher b.o. levies when the ceiling 
H ??/ Berl Olswanger might edge it up to | quent official approval was granted.| was lowered to tha sure on July 
: + p it figure on Jul! 
SegnnavensennnanensesouseusnrseresonenveovernnsnoerosrnenegnnenenemmenseneeeencnenReneneenecnyuensupouertiagraeURtanesoaneneennerDensenenscatnenerDannerseneicesauenereneenroenrennersesersantonessvernersesessonesevegneenrieeterenenes & aS as wee ag ise ' ivis in: 4 ; . ] 
omeememennmnnnnnmnnnmanans srvertnio nin :§ modest $4,500. Last week Arise The division made eliminations of |1 in order to escape collection of 

Love (Par), $6,700, very nice. |926 scenes, subtitles and dialog in| tax. 
Times RKO PALAC B'WAY & Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-/111 films, upon statutory grounds. 


QuARE 47th St. ; 


4TH WEEK 


“NORTHWEST In Person Nor, 26 


Week Beginning Tues., 


33-44)—Little Nellie Kelly’ (M-G). 
Garland draw prodding Irish musica] 
to mebbe $4,500. Last week ‘Escape’ 





| Despite the war, there was an in- 
|crease of three, to 488, in number 
|of fereign-made films submitted for 


Should exhibs now getting 15c or 
20c decide to raise to 25c this, in 
turn, would automatically carry 25c 


MOUNTED GRAY ‘ Y T (M-G) (2d wk), $3,000, okay. . ss gy selenite lal 
POLIVE” —— * een. TYRONE POW ER Strand (Lightman) (1,000: 10-22- | inspection (curtailment of produc- | ing dl he te Fong le 
ADELEIN . . run), three days; ‘Quarterback’ | flected in the present fiscal year). | ‘ © anveges 

“shoes” MARK OF ZORRO’ | | | 


SKELTON 


CARROLL 
Midnite Screen Shows 


—AND— 














"7 SINNERS" 


with MARLENE DIETRICH 
and JOHN WAYNE 
Broadwav 


RIVOLI 2y Gath St. 


| 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS | 








“MAKES HISTORY” —N. Y. Times 


The DISNEY- 
STOKOWSKI Triumph 


FANTASIA 


In Technicolor a RCA FANTASOUND 
TWICE DAILY—ALL SEATS RESERVED 


BROADWAY THEATRE 











2ND WEEK 
BETTE DAVIS | 
in ‘THE LETTER’ 


A Warner Bros. Picture 





THIS PICTURE WILL NOT BE SHOWN IN ANY 


with 
and his orchestra, OTHER THEATRE WITHIN [00 MILES OF N. Y. 


HARRIET HILLIARD 


STRAND B’way & 47 St. 

















Starts Thur.,Nov. 28 


Gary Cooper 
‘THE WESTERNER’ 


RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"BITTER ni Aw 
SWEET" fh Zack Teaarden | 


Spectacular Stage Productions Paul GERRITS | 


Ray Milland 
“ARISE MY LOVE” 


In Person 
CROSS & DUNN 
The HARTMANS 
VAN ALEXANDER 
and ORCHESTRA 





Last Times Wed. | 














good .$2,250...... 


| (Par), two days; ‘Nobody’s Sweet- 


| heart’ (U), two days. Normal week 


| Won't Talk’ (Col), two days; $1,700, 
all right. 


DENVER > 


(Continued from page 10) 
swell $8,000 and holds. Last week, 
‘North West Mounted’ (Par), fourth 
week, fine $9,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mark Zorro’ (20th) and ‘Sandy Man’ 
(U). Excellent $14,000. Last week, 
‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 
Cupid’ (Col), good $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 





(M-G) and ‘Stranger Third Floor’ 
(RKO), strong $10,200. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB) and ‘Melody 
Moonlighi’ (Rep). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Dispatch Reuters’ (WB) and 
‘Father Prince’ (WB), nice $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Spring 
Parade’ (U), after week at each the 
| Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Fugitive 
| Prison Camp’ (Col). Okay $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB), 
after week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘Five Peppers’ (Col), 





| Esmond calls attention to ‘a con- 
siderable increase’ in the use of 16 


| licensed before they may be ‘law- 
;fully exhibited at any place of 
amusement for pay or in connection 
with 
New York.’ 

Of the 926 eliminations, 245 were 
ordered because they were ‘inde- 
cent’; 501, ‘immoral or tending to 
corrupt morals’; 89, ‘sacrilegious’; 60, 
‘tending to incite to crime,’ and 31, 
‘inhuman,’ 

The mpd, in addition to reviewing 


ture theatres or any place where 
{‘ms are exhibited, stored, etc., to 


inations have been made pursuant 
| to division instructions. 





Cleaning Up the Duce 
. Bogota, Colombia, Nov. 26. 
While Paramount’s ‘World in 
| Flames’ is creating a sensational im- 





}ican countries, it is running 
censorship difficulties despite 
fact that virtually all material was 
{gleaned from newsreel. footage. Cenr 


any business in the State of | 


pictures for licensing, inspects pic- | 
determine whether they have been | 


according to law, and whether elim- | 


| pression here and other South Amer- | 
into | 
the | 


would be an interfering factor, not 
| to mention runs and the standard of 


“Tugboat Annie Sails Again” a ta —~ age hg mm films. He emphasizes that these =e Reger pers = conformance 
: y p), ree days; ‘Be- | _— " we . with price and run classification. 
Marjorie Rambeau - Alan Hale | fore Hang’ (Col), two days: ‘So pictures, except newsreels, must be , 


Under distributor contracts no 
| exhibitor may charge less than 10c. 
| This has been a part of licensing 
agreements for many years but now 
and then some accounts got around 
| that through cut-rate schemes which 
make the net admission only 6c. 











‘ ’ : ’ NEW YORK’S 
2 lg oo 53rd & B’way—Ci 6-5353 anenay Riches’ RKO) Nie oh licensed, also, whether the license | Most Convenient Addres¢ 
OZZIE NELSON 000. Last week, ‘Bitter Sweet’ leader is displayed on the screen | Central Park, with its many 


opportunittes for recreation, 1s 
at your doorstep ... and all 
midtown is within easy walk- 
t ing distance. Rates from $3.50. 





nl : 
* CENTRAL PARK WEST AT. 61ST STREET 
NEW. YORK 
Richard M. Toohill, Mar 


| 
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RADIO AUDIENCE ENLARGES 





‘By Kathleen Norris 


’ to CBS Alone 





Under Present Two Network (And Repeats) Setup 
Radio Actors Earn $57 a Day Each 





‘By Kathleen Norris’ has been 
renewed by General Mills to con- 
tinue after Jan. 1 on 41 Columbia 
stations. It will drop off the NBC 
red hookup at that time. Plugging 
different products at different hours 
and without coverage duplication, 
the two-network arrangement of the 
present time is notable in that the 
Cc. A. B. rating in both cases is prac- 
tically identical, 

Under the new CBS arrangement, 
strip will be heard at 10 a.m. with a 
11:45 a.m. repeat. Under the present 
arrangement, whereby the actors do 
broadcasts on CBS and also the Red, 
plus a repeat, the AFRA scale works 
out as $57 daily per performer. And 
for the rotieceer | supplying the musi- 
cal bridges its delicious. 

General Mills is reported to have 
bluntly said that whichever network 
first cleared the most desirable time 
slot would get the program. Accord- 
ing to this account, CBS moved with 
greater swiftness. 





NBCS $900,000 


BEECHNUT 
DEAL 





+ 
+ 





Harry McWilliams Tours 
For Ted Bates Agency 


Harry K. McWilliams has been as- 
signed by the new Ted Bates agency 
and Continental Baking as the trav- 
eling manager of the Haven Mac- 
Quarrie show, ‘The Marriage Club.’ 
While the program tours the coun- 
try McWilliams will handle the dis- 
trict distributor contacts, arrange for 
the broadcasting auditorium, co-op- 
erate on local exploitation, ete. 

McWilliams was 
Major Bowes. 


WCSH Hillbillies .. “.d 
From ‘Old Homestead’ 
(Stage) by J.C. Petrillo 


Portland, Me., Nov. 26. 
Area’s non-union hillbilly troupes, | 
which have enjoyed charmed lives | 
while garnering most of what there | 
is of Maine radio and dance-hall | 
money, were dealt a resounding set- 








locals, aided by James C. Petrillo, 
national head of former, who person- 
ally intervened to shoo them off 
stage of Civic theatre here. 

Guy Palmerton, manager-director 
of legit stock outfit occupying Civic, 
engaged Downeasters, WCSH _ sod- 
busters, to freight with additional 
hoke his company’s production of 
‘The Old Homestead.’ Billies had 





formerly with | 


back last week by AFM and IATSE | 


Beechnut is returning to network | a 
radio with a schedule of three quar- | pega of 
ter-hours a week on the NBC-red. | musicians and stagehands, 
Starts Jan. 1. Deal involves around | pieced by Petrillo via a long-distance 
$900,000 for time. Contracts not| phone, effected a yanking. 
closed for the program. Palmerton afterwards asserted that 

Absorbine, Jr., through J. Walter 


he engaged Downeasters with under- 
Thompson, is also priming a series/| standing that they weren’t musicians 
for the NBC-red. 


performances before 


rehearsed a week and appeared in | 


dues-paying } 
| 
mouth- } 





ALL N. W. ATER | 
RADIO IN N. 


N. W. Ayer is moving its time buy- 
ing staff from Philadelphia to the 
New York office, which means that 
its radio division will be exclusively 
headquartered in this city. 

Station reps are greeting the slated 
shift 


venience and dispatch. 


225 WBS Stations Get 
Xmas Program (Free), 
Charles Gaines Produces 


Two special Christmas programs, 
one a 45-nfinute dramatic piece by 
Merrill Dennison and the other a 
15-minute stanza of carols 
mixed chorus, 
World Broadcasting as its annual 
Christmas present to the 225 stations 


Subscribing to its platter library 
service, 








directed by Martha Atwell, under 
the supervision of Charles Gaines 
Musical part is tabbed ‘The Spirit of 


Christmas’ and has Bill Adams as 
narrator, 


Stations receiving the platters will 
Presumably air them as special 


Christmas Eve or Christmas day 
shows, 


> 





Regina, Sask. — New announcer 
with CKCK, Regina, is Howard 
Thompson, who handled remote con- 


trol broadcasts from North Battle- | 
He re- | 


ford for CFQC, Saskatoon. 
Places George Lawrence who has 
&ene to CJAT, Trail. 


as a boon to their operations. | 
Availabilities and orders will now be 
cleared with considerably more con- | 


by a 
have been waxed by | 


. Dramatic portion is called | 
A New Wish for Santa Claus’ and is | 


their weight in union 
rejected 
further stated. « 

‘Homestead’ finished out the week 
ie 1ked only as written. 


‘standbys’ was 





Wilfred King a V.P. 


lfred S. King, itn charge of the | 
|radio and motion picture depart- 
|} men it of the J. M. Mathes agency, 
| has been appointed a v.p. 
| Charles R. M: irshall, a v.p., was 


| elected to the board of directors. 


by the unions concerned, he | 


SET SALES 25% 
AEA OF 13d3 


Caldwell Figures Suggest 
Big Increase In Total Size 
of Audience — Estimates 
See Nearly 50,000,000 Sets 
In United States 


CBS’ CONCLUSIONS 











If the present rate of set sales con- 
tinues for the balance of 1940 the 
| year will be 25% ahead of 1939. This 
|is all part of the amazing story of 
| the most amazing industrial develop- 
|}ment since World War I. Like the | 
 aenoe which is never reached the | 
ragga of radio’s audience seems 
expand constantly in the direc- 
seat of previously incredible totals. 
| Each year the gross figures of total | 
ladvertising income shoot upward. 
Each year similarly the manufactur- 
ing end of radio presents equally 
| bullish statistics. Thus sales of sets 
produce an ever-widening audience | 
|'which in turn attracts a seemingly | 





| illimitable prosperity to the medium. | 
These telltale comparative figures | 





‘Motor-Makers on Air in Person, 
Employe Talent A La Wheeling 
Steel Show, R. H. Grant's Idea 


Kenny Baker’s ‘Ave Maria’ 
With Rochester Symphony 


Kenny Baker, now singing with 
Fred Allen’s Texaco program, has, 
been booked for a night of vocalling 
|'with the Rochester Symphony Or- 
chestra Dec. 8. He'll sing several 
|/numbers only which one, ‘Ave Maria’ 
| has been settled on. 
| Baker has been making a series of 





Though the network is yet to be 
set, General Motors has accepted for 
institutional purposes a half hour 
program which would recruit its en- 
tertainers from among the motor 
combine’s personnel. The show was 
sold directly to R. H. Grant, v.p. in 
charge of sales for General Motors, 
by H. T. Ewald, president of Camp- 
bell-Ewald agency. 





lconcert appearances this year be- Idea of this program is closely re- 
‘tween broadcasts. He uses only a lated to the one contained in the 
Wheeling Steelmakers’ stanza, which 


| piano accompaniment as a rule. 


‘Dr. Charles Courboin Cn 
NBC Red Web Sundays 


| From Exclusive Academy 
| 





has been aired over a Mutual hook- 

| up for the past three seasons. Tal- 
‘ent in the Wheeling show comes ex- 
clusively from the employes in the 
Wheeling Steel Co.’s factory and of- 
fice. 


General Motors is also considering 
shows submitted by the Arthur Kud- 
ner agency and Henry Souvain, but 
these are intended for particular 
auto brands, 


BENNY THINKS 





A prestige organist, Dr. Charles 
M Courboin, began last Sunday (24) | 
| broadcasting over the NEC red net- | 
He is the first concert or- 
ganist to be regularly heard in some 





| work. 


pe —— : by Orestes Caldwell, |time. The programs, a half hour in 

fe — Z Radio Today: |leneth, are picked up at 10:30 p.m. | 

| Radio Sets Sold at Retail |in New York from the Academy of | 

| 1939—9.000.000 ) Arts and Letters, than which noth- aii 
ing is more culturally exclusive. Its 


1940—11,200,000* 
| Total Sets in Use 
1939—45 200,000 
1940—50,000,000* 

Auto Radios in Use 
1939—6,500,000 
1940—7,500,000* 

Battery Portables 
| 1939—900,000 
| 1940—1,800,000* 

Sale of Radio Time 
1939—$170,000,000 
1940—$212,500,000* 





* Estimated. 

Proceeding from these formidable 
figures the slide-rule experts at the 
Columbia Broadcasting System in 
|New York have arr -ived at these 
| provocative conclusions: 
| Today the cost of reaching a radio 
) Jistener is: 


Smaller because radio sales are 
‘now running 25% ahead of a year 
ago, which was then an all-time | 

gh. (Sale of time by broadcasters 
in 1939 was $170,000,000.) 
| Smaller because during 1940, 11,- 


organ is one of the finest in Amer- 
ica and the concert organist has the | 
privilege of playing it. 

Courboin, a much-decorated Bel- | 
| sian, has 


SUFFERS 





in the albums of the Victor classicals 
in which he sells well. This Victor 
tie-up was one of the points of ap- 
| peal to NBC. 





| Courboin was on Mutual for some 
| five years. 
| 200,000 radio sets will be sold, (dou- 


ble the sales of 1929!'—in 1939, 9,000,- 


recently been prominent | 


Jack Benny is coming into New 
York to try to sell Young & Rubicam 
agency on advantage of doing the re- 
peat (west coast) Jello program via 
transcription. In other words, Benny 
wants the Pacific to hear his first 
broadcast as the rest of the country 
does. ‘Information, Please’ is his 


precedent. 
000 sets were sold). osm ‘ 


Smaller because right now the 
number of radios in use in the U.S. ®S 4 
is at least 50,000,000. (In 1939, 45.- 
200,000 sets were in use.) 

Smaller because 7,500,000 auto 
radios will be in use by the end of 
this year. (In 1939, 6,500,000 Suto 
radios were in use.) 

Smaller because 1,800,000 batt 
portables are now keeping li 
in constant touch with radio ‘wher- 
ever they are.’ (In 1939, 900,000 bat- 
tery portables were in use.) 


Benny is irked at what he cons'd- 
sloppy performance by his 
company on the re-broadcast. The 
better the early broadcast the more 
self-satisfied everybody seems to be, 
he finds. 

Whole Jello gang will he east for 
ts and to give writers 
a chance to recharge the 
tion. 


three broadca 
ind Benny 


tener batteries of inspira 
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COMING UP 


NBC-blue will announce three 
more new affiliates in the southern 
area as soon as it has cleared up cer- 





tain angles in the contracts. For one 
thing the network wants to be in a 
position to offer the threesome at a 


package rate 
| Addition of the above will m 


13 southe 


ake it 
for the blue, 
nced the previ- 


rn newcomers 
10 having been annou 
ous week. 





New Network Links 
Spartanburg, S. C., Nov. 26. 
With WSPA, Spartanburg, siated 
for early network connection, and 


WORD here already signed with 
CBS, 10 Georgia, Carolines, Ten- 
nessee and West Virginia tions 


will join NBC December 15, W. S. 
Hedges, vice-president in charge of 
stations, has announced. 
The new affiliates 
| Johnson City, Tenn.; WHIS, Blue- 
field, W. Va.; WGAC, Augusta, Ga.; 
li WCBT, Roanoke Rapids, N. Cs 
| WEED, Rocky Mount, N. C.; WMFD, 
| Wilmington, N. C.; WMFR, High 
if Point, N. C.; WGNC, Gastonia, N. C.; 
WCOS, Columbia, S. C.; and WHKY, 
if Hickory, N. C. These go on south- 
group blue network. 


are WJHL, 








eastern 


LONDON WIS, Columbia, S. C., joins NBC 
+e if red network in December. WIS also 
8 St. Martin’s PL tarts 5.000 watts n ght schedule 
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Supreme Court Decision Hampers 
Agsrieved Party in Appeals 


From FCC 


‘No Sale’ Verdicts 





Washington, Nov. 26. 
Vital legal point that has blocked 
final action on a host of station 
sales and leases because of contro- 
versy over what Congress meant in 


the Federal Communications Act was | 
clarified Monday (25) by a United | 


States Supreme Court opinion hold- 
ing that refusal of the Federal Com- 


munications Commission to approve | 


license transfers cannot be re- 
viewed by the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals. 

The effect of the long-awaited 
ruling, handed down in the case in- 


volving Columbia Broadcasting 
System’s attempt to lease KSFO, 
San Francisco, is to tell disap- 
pointed parties to sale or lease 


transactions they can get relief from 
Commission hard-heartedness only 
through round-about methods tinged 
with uncertainty. 
such orders may be obtained via 
special three-judge Federal courts 
having jurisdiction where aggrieved 
individuals reside or 
ness. 

The implication of the opinion, 
read by Associate Justice Felix 
Frankfurter, also is that any FCC 
license revocation cannot be ap-' 
pealed to the D. C. tribunal but must | 
be handled in the same way as re- | 
fusal to consent to a transfer of con- 
trol or assignment of license. 

Decision was a victory for the} 
Dempsey-Koplowitz clique which | 
had insisted the District of Colum- 
no right to | 


bia jurists had 

tain an appeal in such matters. 
Their appeal was upheld, on the | 
ground that only the orders spe- | 
cifically listed in the Communica- | 
tions Act (application for construc- | 
tion permit, station license, license 


renewal, modification of license, or | 
suspension of operator’s ticket) can | 
be carried to the D. C. Appeals 
Court. 

The KSFO case is a cause celebre 
among the radio barristers, for it 
presented. the issue whether the FCC 


can rule that the vague public in- 
terest clause of the act enables the 
regulatory body to compel an ex- 
isting station owner to either con- 
tinue operating or to surrender his 
license. In other words, the crucial 
matier is the authority of the Com- 
mish to held that even though a 
buyer and seller or an owner and 


lessee reach an agreement which in- 
volves shifting of operating control, | 
the Government body is 
enough to f Nsummation 
the deal because it fears that public 
interest might suffer, 

Merits of the denial of consent for 
the KSFO-CBS deal were not at 


vs s+ 
potent 


rbid ce of 


stake in the proceeding terminated | 

x e¢ | 
by the Supreme Court decision. Al- | 
con- | 


though two years have been 
sumed in getting an answer to the 
question of how a dissatisfied appli- 
cant goes about obtaining 


as ever from finding out whether the 
Commish judged the evidence rightly 
and had ample legal backin~ for its 
refusal to approve the San Francisco 
station lease. 

Importance of the case results from 


Judicial review of | 


conduct busi- | 


t judicial | 
review, the parties are as far away | 


| 


Says Mrs. F.D.R. on Show Biz Forum 


|nificance to the classification made 
by Congress between those orders 
for which review can only come be- 
fore the local district courts and 
those five types of orders, explicitly 
characterized, which alone can come 
before the Court of Appeals for the 
| District.’ 

Whether KSFO or CBS will make 
further attempts to carry out the 
‘transaction originally submitted to 
the Commish in 1936 remains un- 
settled. Long time consumed so far 
in settling only one technical point— 
no matter how vital that issue is— 
may have thrown cold water on the 
entire idea. As it is, nearly four 
years of the original five-year pe- 
riod covered by the proposed agree- 
ment have expired, with the Com- 
mish not deciding the matter until 
Oct. 18, 1938, and fwo years being 
| needed to dispose of the controversy 


|about the appropriate way to seek 
relief from the regulators’ turn- 
down. 

The KSFO-CBS pact called for 
rental of $25,000 annually plus one- 
'seventh of the gross exceeding $175,- 
'000 and carried options permiting 
the chain to renew the lease up to 10 
‘years after the original expiration 
date, Jan. 1, 1942. 


NBC DESIRES 
TOSCANINI 
RENEW 


Niles Trammell of NBC yesterday 
(Tuesday) denied there was any dis- 
agreement between Arturo Toscanini 
and the network. This report spread 
around New York when the maestro’s 
concert this Saturday (30) passed to 
the baton of Hans Steinberg. Illness | 
and illness alone was ascribed as the | 
cause for a one-week absence by 








Toscanini, 


NBC is delighted and honored to 
have Toscanini and hopes to nego- 
tiate a renewal of contract with him 
after the present season, Trammell 
declared. 


Vic Ratner Exhausted 


A combined attack of exhaustion 
and an infected throat has Vic Rat- 
ner, CBS sales promotion director, 
in the hospital this week. 

Hospital rather than home because 
latter -is in throes of redecoration. 








ES advertising manager of the 








Herman Steinbruch 


Manager of WKNE, Keene, N. H. 
formerly WNBX, Springfield, Wtre 


WKNE makes its Keene debut this 
week with power boosted to 5,000 
watts in a brand new colonial style 
duilding. 

WKNE now makes complete New 
England Coverage easy for all ad- 
vertisers Steinbruch and _ staff 
make programs that pull. 


GRABHORN 10 














Murray Grabhorn has resigned 
from the station representation divi- 
sion of Transamerican Broadcasting 
& Television Corp. to become as- 


Phileco Radio & Television Corp. in 
charge of radio. Grabhorn has been 
with Transamerican for 
two years and before that he was 


| national sales manager of WFIL, 
| Philadelphia, and New York v.p. of 


| John Blair & Co. 


| Grabhorn will on his new job do 


much traveling so as to line up local 


programs that can be tied in on 
special campaigns by local Philco 
dealers. 





Bowing Fatal to Bohn 


St. Louis, Nov. 26. 

John W. Bohn, St. Louis represen- 
'tative for Radio Sales, a division of 
CBS, collapsed and died Friday (22) 
after he suffered a heart attack 
while bowling on 
| with Joel W. Stovall, musical ar- 
|ranger for KMOX, and Arthur J. 
| Casey, head of the public relations 
|department of the same _ station. 
|Bohn, who maintained offices in 
|KMOX complained of illness and 
asked his companions to drive him 
to the Deaconess Hospital. Enroute 
he again complained of being ill and 
| by the time the hospital was reached 
| he had died. 

Bohn was 52, 








‘Too Many People Afraid of the Public 





the number of subsequent actions | 
which generally were based on the The theatre, entertainers, motion 
KSFO concept of ‘public interest,| pictures, radio and music were 
convenience, and necessity.” In this 


matter, the Commish held the pub- 


lic would suffer primarily because 
the agreement carried a recapture 
clause. Minor motives behind the 


denial were the avowed intention of 
the chain to virtually make over the 
entire business of the San Francisco 
transmitter and the fact that the 
transaction covered a period of time 
far longer than the license term. In- 


stead of leasing or buying a going | 


concern in this way, CBS ought to 
have come in with an application 
for a new outlet, the Commish im- 
plied. Disapproval of the KSFO 
transaction was voiced at the height 
of furor over alleged profiteering in 
the disposal of station properties and 
of complaints that frequencies be- 
longing specifically to the public 
were being traded through private 
negotiations. 

Legal Points 

The Supreme Court acknowledged 

there is some room for debate 


among the things discussed, and in 
varying degrees championed, by Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Clifton Fadi- 
man and Archibald MacLeisch on a 
University of Chicago Round Table 
on the NBC red network marking 
opening of National Art Week. Mrs. 
Roosevelt, early in the half hour, in- 
|terjected ‘the theatre’ among the art 
forms which have contributed ma- 
terially to American life in recent 
years. 

Fadiman took up the cue. He 
mentioned Federal Theatre Project, 
which he said had given ‘millions’ an 
|opportunity which they probably 
never otherwise have enjoyed to at- 
tend theatrical performances. A little 
later, however, The New Yorker lit- 
erary critic in speaking of enter- 
tainers referred to a ‘curious sort of 
|art.”” Mrs. Roosevelt laughlingiy ‘re- 
| proved’ him. First Lady said she 
'emphatically dissented from opinion 
| ‘entertainers are an inferior kind of 


|‘Is also true of radio. It is not 
| indigenous to this country but we 
have developed it to a point beyond 
|that in any other country.’ One of 
| round-tablers—apparently 
|-—-then advanced the idea artists in 
motion pictures are held back; that 
they can not break new ground. 
Fadiman retorted this was the fault 
of the ‘entrepeneurs.’ Mrs. Roose- 
| velt joined in to say too many people 
|-—-apparently she meant in filmdom 
| too—and even artists—‘are afraid of 
| the public.’ The public, she insisted, 


|given credit for being; intelligence 
|of public is not lower than that of 
other groups. Fadiman agreeing de- 
clared the ‘12-year-old’ level theory 
is advanced by those with ‘a 13-year- 
| old mentality.’ ‘The public is more 
advanced than the entrepeneurs.’ 

Critic also underlined the unifying 
| force of music, even of a simple song. 
| He and Mrs. Roosevelt mentioned 
| that songs, such as ‘The Ballads of 
| an American about which Macleish 
|had much to say as a Federal Arts 





whether FCC actions of this sort|art...they supply a want we need | Project would be very apropos for 
should be reviewed by the D. C./| more than anything else at this time.’| the boys in army camps.’ MacLeish 


Court of Appeals but Justice Frank- 


furter concluded that ‘ a sensible | 


reading of the jurisdictional 


| Fadiman accepted ‘correction.’ 


MacLeish made the point that 


globe.’ Which, Fadiman obseryed, 


| spoke, too, about the Negro Version 


| of ‘Macbeth’ (Federal Theatre Pro- 


pro- | ‘Motion pictures are a native Ameri- | ject). 
visions (of the Communications Act) | can art that has really encircled the | 
ives no warrant for denying sig- ' 


Repeatedly, Fadiman used _ the 
|phrase ‘the democratization of art.’ 


PHILCO RADIO 


the past | 


downtown alleys | 


Mac Leish | 


|is much further advanced than it is | 








Maury Lowell, program producer 
for Benton & Bowles, has resigned to 
set up an independent production of- 
fice to handle package shows. Al- 
ready putting together a 30-minute 
evening series for agency audition. 
~ While with Benton & Bowles, 
Lowell directed ‘When a Girl Mar- 
ries, ‘Strange As It Seems’ and 
‘Lincoln Highway.’ 





Supreme Court Declines 
To Hear Union of NAPA 
On Disc Broadcasting 


Washington, Nov. 28. 

Neme-band leaders and rank-and- 
file tunesters failed to get into the 
|controversy over broadcasting of 
ordinary phonograph records when 
the United States Supreme Court 
Monday (25) refused to receive ad- 
ditional briefs in connection with 
review petitions filed by Paul White- 
man and RCA Manufacturing Co. 
Both parties to the significant argu- 
ment have requested the highest 
tribunal to clear up uncertainties 
about proprietory rights in waxed 
music and the effectiveness of re- 
stricted use notices attached to discs. 


Requests for leave to intervene 
as friend of the court were filed— 
jand promptly denied—on behalf of 
American Federation of Musicians 
and National Association of Per- 
forming Artists. Both want to see 
restrictions against broadcasting of 
run-of-mine records upheld, but for 
different reasons and to varying de- 
grees, with NAPA taking the same 
view as Whiteman concerning the 
right of the interpreter to collect a 
royalty from any stations licensed 
to play canned music. 











Following Whiteman’s petition on 
the ground he has a stake in the 
| discs, RCA also begged for a de- 
| cisive ruling, differing with White- 
{man and maintaining that restric- 
|tions on stations’ use of recordings 
| are definitely in the public interest. 


RADIO RUNS UP THE 





{ 


Portland, Me., Nov. 26. 
Clifton Fadiman paid his third lec- 
ture-call here in five years last week, 
but first 
‘Information, 


his since employment on 
Please.’ Former ap- 
pearances were at 300-seater Frye 

Hall, but this time it was the 
| Municipal Auditorium, with tickets 
| proving hard to procure at $1.25 per. 
| And whereas previous topics were 
| out of literary top-drawer, this year 
it was a gagged-up routine called 
‘Inside Radio.’ 

Discourse listened unsensationally, 
and, aside from passing deprecation 
of fact that bulk of web broadcasting 
originates in New York and Holly- 
wood, reflected a complacent 
critical attitude toward industry. 
Willkie mourners in attendance were 
| interested to hear that their candi- 
date was at the height of his powers 
and talents the night of his Zoing to 
bat for Canada Dry, and that his 
subsequent slump could be attribu- 
ted to a loss in naturalness effected 
| by campaign pressure and inept 
| tutelage of advisers who either ig- 
nored or misinterpreted 
| aspirant’s IP click, 





lesson of 


stituted 75% of the payees—were 
| told that their sex provides but 
dubious talent for 


‘The ladies don’t 


play the game,’ 
Fadiman remarked. . 





CLEVELAND’S BIG FUND SHOW 
Cleveland, Nov. 26. 

WGAR broadcast Saturday night 
(23) a three-hour show plugging the 
Cleveland Community Fund. Pro- 
gram included WGAR’s orchestra 
with Walberg Brown directing, Jose 
Morand’s band, Dick Stabile’s band, 
Paul Pendarvis’ band, song team of 
Duke and Sloan, Yost Varsity Octet, 
Emerson Gill’s band, Cambrian 
Choir, Waikiki Hawaiians, Gene 
Austin’s band and the entire troupe 
from the Alpine Village. 

Sid Andorn, WGAR special events 
| director, emceed the show. 








Gas-Topping Novelty at WOR Halts — 
For a Week to Satisty Cal Tinney 
Maury Lowell on Own 





WOR, Newark, put off the debut of 
its gagster program, ‘Can You Top 
This?’ until the coming Monday (2) 
because of the interruption in the 
show's preparation which had been 
caused by a mistaken claim of Cal 
Tinney. The original starting date 
for the stanza, with Senator Ford, 
Harry Hershfield and Joe Laurie, Jr, 
was due the past Monday (25), 


When Tinney read about WOR's 
proposed comedy session he had his 
lawyer register a warning to desist 
with the station. Tinney contended 
that on paper the WOR show looked 
like a takeoff of one he had running 
on NBC last season under the Quaker 
Oats tag. Latter was titled, ‘Stop 
Me If You've Heard This One,’ and 
used the services of Milton Berle, 
Hershfield and Ford. It also de- 
pended on gag contributions from 
listeners. 

On later examination Tinney found 
that the WOR gagfest was nothing 
like his, and by the time he had 
made the admission WOR had de- 
cided to substitute another program 
in the Monday night spot. 

Basic idea of Senator Ford’s of- 
fering makes it strictly an inside af- 
fair. Pete Donald reads off a gag 
and then puts it up to the Ford- 
Hershfield-Laurie combination to re- 
call stories predicated on the same 
theme. Alois Havrilla will also be on 
the show in the role of arbiter. 


WCKY AGREES 
ON MUSICIANS 


Cincinnati, Nov. 26. 
Squabble between L. B. Wilson 
and Local No. 1, A.F.M., over the 








/number of musicians to be employed 


| Baker 


GROSS FOR FADIMAN 


| 


by WCE Y, ended last 
compromise settlement. The 
affiliate agreed to engage 13 
sicians, three under the local's orig- 
inal demand and eight more than 
had been working last spring, when 
the difference arose. 

A novelty quintet headed by Bob 
resumed work on the station 
and three more Cincy musicians 
will soon be added to the staff. Wil- 
also imported Al Clauser and 
Oklahoma Outlaws, five-man 
combo, to start on the station Mon- 
day (25). The Outlaws have ap- 
peared in pictures with Gene Autry. 

WCKY has renewed orchestra re- 


in a 
CBS 


mu- 


week 


his 


motes from the sidewalk cafe and 
rathskeller of the Hotel Gibson, i 
which its offices and studios are lo- 
cated, for solo airings. The station's 
men also are handling pick-ups of 
the Saturday morning 55-minute 


broadcasts by CBS of programs by 
the Cincinnati Conservatory of Mu- 
si¢ Symphony Orchestra. During the 
period of disagreement between the 
station and Local No. 1 the network 
sent down engineers and an an- 
nouncer from Chicago to handle this 
series. 

After the settlement, Wilson and 
his wife entrained for Miami for a 


un- | breather at their winter home. 





GEORGE OLSEN PRESIDES 
OVER HOUSTON SHOW 


Houston, Nov. 26. 
‘Sing for Dough,’ a new radio show 
sponsored by the Houston Milling 


|Co., will make its debut over KTRH 


serious quiz shows, | 





; : | Friday night from the stage « 
Women in audience—and they con- | . 


f the 


Metropolitan theatre. George Olsen, 


| who is managing the floor shows at 


the Rice Hotel Empire Room for the 
season, will act as master of cere- 
monies. 

Members of the theatre audience 
will be given an opportunity to ‘sing 
for dough.’ Prizes in cash and in 
merchandise will be awarded by the 
sponsors. Ten microphones will be 
used to keep the show going at quick 
tempo, and in between audience try- 
outs, Olsen will present specialties 
on the stage. 


DIEFENDERFER JOINS NBO 
Chicago, Nov. 26. 

George Diefenderfer comes into 
the NBC Red network sales organl- 
zation here starting next week. 

Diefenderfer moves over from the 
Paul Raymer station rep outfit with 
which he has been associated for 
several years, 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Abe Lyman made his debut as a singer Friday (22) on Harry Kramer’s 
‘Notes to You’ program over WINS....Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach, the art 
dealer, to guest on Isabel Manning Hewson’s housewife program over NBC 
red (WEAF) within next couple of weeks....Jay Bennett author of a 
coming script on ‘Grand Central Station’....Mutual already trying to clear 
network time for ‘Where Are You From?’ now that General Electric is the 
sponsor....Nat Abramson, WOR artist bureau head, given dinner Saturday 
night (23) at the Biltmore on his 25th anniversary as a Mason. 


Sally Lind, interviewer on Gallup polls, started a new series of programs, 
‘Town Trotter,’ over WBNX, N. Y., last Monday (25)....Spencer Bentley 
playing the new ‘heavy’ role in ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ daytime serial. 


Gloria Jean to guest on ‘Musical Americana’ Dec. 19....deal set by Sam 
Weisbord, of William Morris office....Stan Shaw now starts his ‘Milkman’s 
Matinee’ at 1 a.m., instead of an hour later....WOR-Mutual to air races 
from Hialeah Park this winter, with Bryan Fields spieling....Capt. Walt 
Willis, off the air briefly, is back on WHN with a new spot....Alfred 
Eisner, newcomer to the CBS program-production staff, has written an 
original script, ‘A Child Is Born,’ to be produced on the Columbia Work- 
shop program Dec. 15. Author was brough! from the Coast just a few 
days ago. He resigned from a writing job at Metro to take the CBS spot 








BIG RATINGS ON 
NOMINAL BUDGET 


Tenth Most Popular Show 
On Coast Said to Have 
Only $250 Talent Charge 
—Kemp, McCabe, Rhodes 
Bombard Advertising Men 
With Success Stories 








HOOPER RATINGS 





San Francisco, Nov. 26. 
How a regional commercial with a 


_...He’s adapting stories for future Workshop shows....Nate Tufts of total talent charge of $250 against 


Ruthrauff & Ryan getting a jogging about in charge of the ‘Vox Pop’ show 


....-near Tucson one week—then Hollywood—then Toronto. 


Bernice Judis, managing director of WNEW, N. Y., to Chicago Monday 
(25)....Wally Duncan, WNEW vice-president in charge of sales, is tickled 
over the showing made by his 1l-year-old daughter, Ann....she won first 
prize given by the 4-H Clubs for outstanding dairy work at a Dutchess 
County public school. 


Robert Casadesus, French concert pianist, will be commentator for a 
program of his own recordings next Wednesday (4) over WQXR....Frank 
P. Schreiber, general manager of WGN, Chicago, in town for brief visit 
early this week....Ray Jones, of Cornpton agency radio department, spend- 
ing his vacation at his Montclair (N. J.) home, just getting a rest from | 
commuting....Henry W. Lowe, executive on the Wheatena account for | 
Compton, on a trip to Chicago, Milwaukee, Grand Rapids, Detroit and | 
Cleveland....The Munros to make their first New York radio appearance 





high-priced network shows earned 
a Hooper summer rating of 10 and 
became the 10th most popular show 
on the Western air was one of the 
case-history success-stories churned 
out for benefit of advertising agency 
men and others attending a radio de- 
partmental here last week on sub- 
ject of whether or not Coast pro- 
gramming means anything. Speakers 
included Arthur Kemp, CBS Pacific 
Division sales manager; Merwyn 
McCabe, KFRC account executive 
and Ray Rhodes of NBC sales staff. 
Chairman was’ Ralph-_ Brunton, 
KJBS-KQW. 





Jan. 26 on ‘Show of the Week’ after five years on a local program in 
Kansas City. 

Hugh Martin doing the vocal arrangements for ‘Hi-Ya, Gentlemen’.... | 
now that his quartet is a regular on the Fred Allen program it has with- 
drawn from ‘Louisiana Purchase’....‘Honest Abe,’ Saturday morning 
sustainer over CBS, may be shifted to an evening spot after Jan. 1, when 
the ASCAP situation removes a few commercials from the board....Bob 
Convey of KWK, St. Louis, in town for short stay this week on way home 
from Washington....Mutual will broadcast the East-West football game 
dan, 1 from San Francisco. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Richard Brooks, recently of WNEW, New York, joined NBC’s staff of 
commentators....At testimonial lunch tossed for Kate Smith and Ted 
Collins by 20th-Fox to plug ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ singer accoladed songwriters 
present by niftying ‘without you there would be no me’....Tony Stanford 
back from six-week tour with Gene Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch’....Charlie | 
Vanda went for a soapbox and lectured Pasadena collegians on radio pro- 
duction....Jack Sayers got in the way of Bob Garred’s golf swing and had 
several stitches taken in his smeller....Don Gilman on to New York after 
stopover in Phoenix....Fulton Lewis, Jr., around on a lecture tour.... 
After two weeks’ training NBC’s Marvin Young was raised from a captain 
to major in the reserves....Arthur Q. Bryan now a regular on ‘Blondie’ 
....Halsey Barrett, WNEW sales promotion chief, gave the town a quickie 
before hiking east after an Arizona siesta....Parks Johnson, Wally But-| 
terworth and Producer Nate Tufts headed for Camp Borden, Toronto, after | 
solo broadcast here....Renewal came through for Burns and Allen. Ditto 
Gene Autry and ‘Blondie’....Bill Robson tangled with NBC monitors but 
came off second best when chain made him substitute for ‘Burma Road’ on 
Woodbury Playhouse. Too much war stuff, ruled the chain’s blue-pen- 
cilers....Jimmie Fidler says his radio deal is blowing hot again. Jimmy 
Saphier is doing the selling. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


J. M. Greene, circulation manager of NBC, comes to Chi next week to 
address the Chi chapter of the American Marketing Ass’n on ‘Radio Net-}; 
work Circulation and How to Market It’....Roy Witmer and Keith Kiggins 
of NBC were in for confabs....Charles Urquart, NBC production director, | 


in hosp for check-up....Frank Behrens added to ‘Jack Armstrong’ cast, | 
Norman Gottschalk, Jane Green and Henry Hunter to ‘Bud Barton,’ Mary 
Patton to ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’....Pat O’Malley readying a new 
book of stories....Mary Tolen with ‘Right to Happiness’ show, June Juve- | 
lier to ‘Romance of Helen Trent,’ Dorothy Francis and Donelda Currie to 
‘Stepmother’ cast....Radio players in Radio-Theatre production of ‘Protec- 
tive Custody,’ legit play, at the Civic on Dec. 13-14 include Ilka Diehl 
Keegan, Arthur Peterson, William Green, Grace Lockwood, Karl Weber, 
Murial Bremner, Norma Ranson, James Bremner, Glenn Ranson, Dolph 
Nelson, Eddie Armstrong, Al Tiffany. 


Mel Galliart, formerly of WKHB, Dubuque, has joined WLS here for 
general announcing and production work....Will O’Neil added to WGN 
Talent Division staff by chief Noel Gerson....Julian Bentley, WLS news 
editor, lectured at University of Illinois on ‘Journalism for the Ear’.... 
WIND, the Ralph Atlass station, will be the early evening outlet for bands 
in the swank Camellia House of the Drake Hotel and the Balinese Room 
of the Blackstone Hotel in a deal set last week, which will give WIND one 
of the top remote set-ups in the country. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Charles Morin, CBS sales exec, in a cast as a result of a sprained back 
incurred while duck hunting....accident happened day after his wife 
sprained an ankle....Dave Sutton of Chicago Radio Sales office a Frisco 
visitor....Marie Houlihan has received two more pipes since word got | 
round she’s learning to puff one. | 


KFRC sales staff going outdoors in big way, despite approach of what 
California calls winter, Ward Ingram is golf mad, Merwyn McCabe can 
hardly wait to get on a horse, Fred Crawshaw scoots around in his own 
Plane, Jack Hall is a gentleman farmer and Ray Baker climbs mountains | 
- ++» DOss-man William Pabst also has a he-man yen—for skiis....Reiland 
Quinn, deposed as manager of KYA by Harold Meyer, has been named | 
Program director of the Hearst outlet....Lilian Holmes, formerly with | 
agencies, has joined KYA’s commercial staff, while off the payroll are, 
Richard Ellers, former program director, Frances Pike, traffic manager, 





NBC gals who acted as hostesses at NBC’s ground-breaking, 


| horizon’ 


what 


i that the firm 


Session was geared to prove that 
the area west of the Rockies is the 
‘new horizon’ rather than the ‘lost 
of broadcasting, with 
boys producing names, dates and 
figures to back claims. Kemp led off 
by handing all attendees a bulky 
sheaf of mimeographed § statistics 
gathered from many sources to show 
that the five western states are 47% 
wealthier per capita then the rest of 
the country, eating 33% more food, 
buying 66% more cars, 60% more 
furniture and 56% more drugs. 

They argued that radio is now the 
nation’s No. 1 media for reaching 
this potential market, citing figures 
to effect that in 1929 leading food 
manufacturers allotted 46.8% of bud- 
gets to network radio while news- 
papers got 28.6% and magazines 
23%. Similar ratio for drug adver- 
tisers was listed by Kemp as 42% 
for radio, 37.2% 
for newspapers, 

Case of National Lead 

CBS exec then turned rostrum 
over to McCabe and Rhodes to show 
Coast radio is doing in the 
light of above facts. Typical ex- 
ample used was the National Lead 
Co.’s ‘Answer Auction’ on the CBS 
coast loop, which is the show which 


|had a $250 talent charge and a sum- 
lmer rating of 10. 


Another was the 


Mennen Co.’s’_ two-year-old  tri- 
weekly newscast which sets them 
back about $150 a week for talent 


and is doing such a job on the Coast 
let it ride instead of 
extending its Eastern Quixiedoodle 
show west of Salt Lake. 

McCabe led into subject by posing 
the question, ‘What can the regional 
advertiser do?’ and gave four 
answers: 

(1) Use 
concerned, the regional is on equal 
footing with national advertisers. (2) 
Sponsor sports or special events, but 
that field is limited. (3) Buy par- 


spots; as far as costs are 


ticipations, as Tea Garden under- 
writes ‘I Want a Divorce’ on the 
Coast, but there aren’t enough of 


these syndicated shows to go around. 
(4) Use regionally built programs. 


McCabe cited the ratings of the | 
Company’s 7:30 a.m. news | 


Mennen 
and the Richfield Reporter’s 10 p.m. 


inews (9.1) to show what can be done 
lat hours when there is no national 


network competition. ‘But now,’ he 
continued, ‘let’s see what happens 
when a Coast regional advertiser 
fights the national programs for list- 
ening audience, Here are some case 
histories: 

‘(1)—The Cardinet Candy Co. has 
for some years used the NBC Red 
Coast link for ‘Night Editor,’ a 15- 
minute narrative dramatic broadcast 
Sunday nights. The company re- 
cently introduced a new bar and this 
program practically forced immedi- 


the | 
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We Always Smoke— 





First thing that makes itself 
evident when an agéncy acquires 
a cigaret account is the wave 
of changed tastes that sweeps 
through the organization. Over- 
night the various brands that 
have been the personnel’s fa- 
vorites are dropped and con- 
spicuously displayed by the col- 
lective smokers are packages of 
the brand that has just come 
into the house. 

The honeymoon may wear 
thin as time goes on, with the 
boys slipping back to the old 
preference, but during the first 
month or two the boys act as 
though they’ve suddenly dis- 
carded the nirvana of smoking 
pleasures. 








USE ED EAST 
DISCS 








for magazines, 19.1% | 


|ing and Will R. Manier, Jr. 


F. W. Woolworth will use a spe- 
cial Christmas campaign on around 
75 stations in the east and middle- 
west. It will be one-minute an- 
nouncements as_ transcribed 
plugs delivered for the same account 


WOOLWORTH T0 





| print, 
from | ““" 
i; miawest area, 


on WJZ, N. Y., by Ed East on his | 


| ‘Breakfast in Bedlam’ program. 
Lynn Baker Co. is the agency. 





Typical Family Arrives, 
All Expenses Paid, To 


Speak on WSM, Nashville 


Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 26. 
Radio Station WSM is presenting 
{a new type program bankrolied by 
its parent, the National Life & Ac- 
cident Insurance Co. Broadcast each 
Friday night at 9:30. Called ‘The 
Family Forum,’ the sponsor brings 
to the Nashville studios of WSM 
each week some ‘typical American 
family’ from one of the cities in the 
22 states where the insurance com- 
¥ operates. 

The selected family !s given an all- 
expense trip and some fancy enter- 
taining on the side in return for 
their appearance as guest artists on 
the show. 

On the show they ask questions of 
WSM’s foreign analysts, D. F. Flem- 
Typical 
family asks questions which puzzle 
them—and by inference other typical 
American families. Thus, the ex- 
perts do not make speeches but give 


2 re 
answers. 


To date, families have come to 
Nashville from New Orleans, St. 


Akron and Evansville. 


PRIVATELY SETTLE 
- ELMAN LIBEL ACTION 


| 


Louis, 











A $10,000 libel action by Chiquita 





| from 


‘Should Newspapers Print News?’ Is 
Question on WCCO's Local Show 


+> 





Minneapolis, Nov. 26. 
The St. Paul Pioneer Press-Dis- 
patch is launching a new unique 
program, ‘Stop That Story,’ over 
WCCO, built around stories which 


the newspaper, for sOme reason of.. 


Cir- 
behind the story are 


other, was asked not to print. 
cumstances 
dramatized. 

Following the dramatization there’s 
a round-table discussions by three or 
four average citizens as to whether 
or not the story should be published, 
Each week three local civic leaders 
various towns in the North- 
west will comprise the ‘laymen’s 
jury,’ helping to build interest out- 
side of the Twir Cities. 

Idea for the program was that of 
Russell Wiggins, editor of the daily. 

Payoff on the show is an explana- 
tion by Bernard Ridder, the pub- 
lisher, as to why the papers did not 
publish the story. Broadcasts will 
deal with stories of drunken driving, 
common law and secret marriages, 
unmarried mothers, prominent citi- 
zens involved in scandals, business 
failures, thefts in banks, etc., sui- 
cides and accidents. 

Programs go over “WCCO every 
Friday at 9:15 p.m. for 15 minutes, 
It’s an exchange deal, with WCCO, a 
CBS station, getting in return three 
nine-inch by two column ads a week 
in the newspapers. 





Radio Services Dailies 
Omaha, Nov. 26. 

It’s mews when the radio starts 
feeding the newspapers the stuff they 
thereby reversing the plays 
During the storm emergency in the 
KOWH, the World- 
Herald’s station in Omaha.  broade- 
cast news for use by newspapers and 
other radio stations which were cut 
off. Manager V. H. ‘Bing’ Smith of 
<OWH made an early morning an- 
nouncement that all newspapers and 
radio stations were free to use the 
facilities of KOWH which broadcasts 
United Press bulletins. 

Stenographers at a number of 
places took down the flashes and 
printed or rebroadcast them. At 
12:15 p.m. a special broadcast of As- 
sociated Press dispatches was made 
for member A.P. sheets outstate. 
Among the newspapers benefitted 


; was the Norfolk (Neb.) Daily News 


} 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





|editor of the manufacturers’ 


| 
| 


{ 
| 


while radio stations: picking up the 
broadcast included’ WJAG, Norfolkj 
KORN, Fremont; and KHAS, Hast- 
Ings. Because of the emergency, 
there was a period of intercommuni- 
cation between radio stations, 


RADIO HISTORY 
IN CAPSULE 


O. H. Caldwell, radio historian and 
trade 
publication, Radio Today, has item- 
ized what he considers the impor- 
tant technical milestones in the 20- 
year history of the broadcasting in- 
dustry: 
1920—Broadcasting begins. 
1921—Six stations operating. 
1922—First commercial program. 
1923—Superhets, neutrodynes. 
1924—First shortwave broadcast. 
1925—Socket power units. 
1926—Year of wave-jumping and 
chaos. 
1927—Federal Radio Commission 








| Corrales, professional dancer, against clears air. 


|Dave Elman and Macfadden Publi- 
cations, Inc., was discontinued and 


1928—Broadcast re-allocation. 
1929—Screen grid tubes. Dynamic 


settled out of the N. Y. supreme | speakers. 


|court Monday (25). 


Plaintiff charged that an article | 


1930—Midget and table models. 
1931—Automatic volume controls. 


'by Elman in the April, 1940, issue of | Auto sets. 


| True Story, claimed that- after seri- 
lous injuries the plaintiff contem- 

plated suicide, etc. 
| of engagements through the printing 
| of the story. 





| Mary Cecil, whose last radio 
|chore was in ‘The Life and Loves 


ate recognition and distribution. This | of Dr. Susan,’ is back in New York 
and Louise Clark, night receptionist....Al Nelson host to ‘Dainty Dozen,’ | feature has a program rating of 8.9, 


(Continued on page 26) 


| after a spell in Hollywood making 
pictures. 


| 


She charged loss | 


| 
} 





1932—Shortwave receivers popue 
larized., 

1933—Television iconoscope. 

1934—FCC replaces FRC. 

1935—Metal tubes. Noise-reduc- 
ing antennas. 

1936—Record radio grosses, 

1937—Push-button tuning. 

1938—Wireless controls and play- 
ers. 

1939—FM, Portables. 

1940—Camera portables, 


ae reur 
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Weber’s Wire to Mutual Stations 


Following IRNA Communication 


Fred Weber, general manager of 
the Mutual Network, sent the fol- 
lowing wire Wednesday (20) to Mu- 
tual affiliates in connection with the 
report filed by the executive com- 
mittee of the Independent Radio Net- 
work Affiliates with the Federal 
Communications Commission in con- 
nection with its forthcoming mo- 
nopoly hearing: 

‘Assume you have received tele- 
gram sent by Rosenbaum to all net- 
work affiliates. We urge you read 
Segal brief carefully in light of your 
own best interests before placing 
yourself on record as endorsing it, 
either with FCC or IRNA. IRNA 
action at San Francisco was not 
unanimous and cannot be construed 
as blanket authorization to IRNA of- 
ficers and attorney to file brief 
favoring NBC and CBS on all issues 
rezardless of affiliates’ best interests, 
not to mention intemperate language 
and references to Commission’s Mo- 
nopoly Committee: 

‘In. many important 
Segal’s brief is contrary to or ignores 
testimony introduced at hearing by 
IRNA’s own representatives, partic- 
ularly its chairman, for example, 
with reference to Blue Network sit- 
uation and his Network contract ar- 
rangements as developed in his sec- 
ond appearance before Committee. 
Wire from Commission Secretary ob- 
viously intended to secure more in- 
formation than Rosenbaum states. 
Among other things it asks ‘whether 
brief reflects position your station’.’ 


HIRE JACK LATHAM 
FOR F-M LOOK-INTO 


Jack Latham has been retained by | 
a group calling itself the F-M Pro- 
gram Research Committee to make a 
survey on the outlook of simultane- | 








ous, or network, broadcasting for 
this medium and submit a report. | 
Latham will also inquire into co- | 
operative programing possibilities | 
and the commercial directions that 
the medium might take. 

The committee ineludes John | 
Shepard, 3rd, Walter Damm and | 
Ezey Roberts, of KCMO, Kansas City. 


Sues Pictorial Review, Inc., | 
For Incomplete Series 


has 
court 


to the N. Y. 
permission 


applied 


for 


supreme 
to 


respects | 





vv 


| 34 Days Until— 





It is 34 days before the end 
of the present licensing agree- 
ment between the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, and the broadcasting 
industry. 

Only 28 Days Until Christmas. 


ASCAP "ESCAPE" 
CLAUSE IN NEW 
CONTRACT 











Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Tony Martin and his band have 
; been signatured as replacement tal- 
,ent for the Woodbury half-hour on 
\the NBC-red Wednesday nights, 
| when the dramatic show with Jim 
|Ameche and Gale Page wind up 
|around the first of the year. 

There is a reported clause inserted 
in the contract to cancel in the event 
|there is no deal between NBC and 


| 
| 


examine } 
Daniel Henderson, R. Davidson, and | 


'ASCAP, 





Fred Temple Off WFIL 


Caesar, ASCAP Director, 


Gets Notice from WOR 


WOR, Newark, has taken another 
step toward the anticipation of a 
break with ASCAP by giving Irving 
Caesar notice that his program, 
'*‘Songs of Safety.” is to wash up on 
the station Dec. 8. 

Caesar is not only an ASCAP di- 
rector, but is a member of the com- 
| mittee delegated to deal with radio 
on the new licensing agreement. 


MARTIN GANG IN N.Y. 





| 
} 
| 


With Martin Gang, attorney for 
the Artists Managers Guild, in from 
Hollywood to participate in the 
huddles, final details of the American 


code are being settled. Completed 
contract will probably be signed to- 
morrow (Thursday). Signatories 
will melude the networks and sta- 
tion WOR, which had already ap- 
plied for licenses under the proposed 
AFRA code and therefore had to 
agree to the revisions. 

Coast agents, represented by the 
AMG, and the New York percenters, 
including members of the Artists 
| Representatives Assn., will likewise 
|sign the code and apply for fran- 
chises, 








Santa Weis Returns 


St. Louis, Nov. 26. 
Matthias ‘Jack’ Weis has begun his 
stint as Santa Claus for WIL for the 
sixth consecutive year. Starting 
Thanksgiving evening Weis will be 
on the air every p.m. until Xmas 





FOR AFRA-ANG TALKS, 


Never Before On the Air— 


(A 


————— 


Department for Recording the Unusual, 
Biz 


the Remarkable gq 
arre) 7 


Hat Check Girl As National Personage 
Renee Carroll, hat checker at Sardi’s restaurant, N. Y., is to be hostess. 


m.c. of a new recorded series being readied by ‘Kermit-Raymond C 
| program production agency. It’s called ‘Hat Check Girl’ 
dramatized stories of events in the lives of show business names. 
have the actual characters play themselves where possible. Miss C 
who in her chapeau-parking activity is acquainted with many of t} 
names of show business, will line up the guests. 


orp., 
and will offer 
Idea is to 
arroll, 
1e top 


Julie Burns and Walter Hart will script the series, which is to be sold 


| policy. 


for co-operative sponsorship and placed on stations on a spot basis. Kermit. 
Raymond agency handles the ‘Famous American Fathers’ series, with 
Howard Lindsay (co-author and co-star of ‘Life with Father’) on a Similar 


Mobile Unit Calls For Breakfast 


Beaumont, Tex. 


| KRIC now takes its audience participation right into the home even 


Federation of Radio Artists agency , before the family has had a chance to get rid of the early morn cobwebs. 


| An announcer traveling with a mobile unit has coffee with listeners at 


| their breakfast tables. 


| 


It's part of a daily program, ‘Morning Papers and Coffee,’ and the paper 


read and discussed is the one connected with the station, the Beaumont 


Enterprise and Journal, 





SUES CBS ON TITLE 





| Epoch Producing Says it Used ‘Birth 
of Nation’ Illegally 


-_-——_ —— 


Suit of Epoch Producing Corp., 
against Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, Inc., was revealed in the N. Y. 
supreme court yesterday (Tues.) 
when the plaintiff filed a note of 
| issue seeking trial. Action involves 
alleged unauthorized use by the de- 
fendant of the title ‘The Birth of a 
| Nation.’ 
| Plaintiff owns both the rights to 





eve. He has received an average of | the title and the picture and claims 
Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 12,000 letters from moppets each! on Sept. 2, 1940, over WABC, CBS 
Fred Temple, WFIL spieler, re-| year. started a series of historical pro- 
|signed last week because of iy The program is presented as a/ grams using the title of ‘Birth of a 
health. | Station service feature on a sustain-| Nation.” An accounting of profits, 
He came to the station early last | ing basis with commercial spots be- ‘an injunction, and damages are 

| year from WBAL, Baltimore | fore and after, sought. 





| 
Broadcast Producers of N. Y., Inc., | 


Fred Lewis, officers of Pictorial Re- ! 


view Co., Inc. 
of contract pends against Pictorial. 

Suit claims that in June, 
contract made whereby the 
plaintiff agreed to make 26 i5-min- 


was 


ute radio transcriptions for the de- | 


fendant for a program called, ‘Your 


Child’s Welfare Court. The de- 
fendant paid for the first eight and 
has refused to pay for any more, 


plaintiff claims. 
action claim the defendant failed to 
pay for the scripts at $50 
and the last charge seeks $1,000 for 
* literary material given the defend- 
ant for publication in its magazine. 


LIKELY PLACES FEW 


Hard to Find Town Without a Radio 
And Station Worth One 








Detroit, Nov. 26. 


, ) ; ro af . 5 Lp tion 30 rot) 3 
Five Detroiters, after diligent re- bbhocherinf assist rimpsadnetotar oben § i ne Sis hanl apoB cccentr Bad 
search, finally found a likely town | ore | the. satin to tee: Depives 
95 sratt otati %. We hy 5 
a4 a 250-watt station. t's Kokomo, VARIETY BEGAN {TS [nae rarities paar osvit are arr oe aaa 
nd. 


The Detroiters, who wanted a sta- | 


1936, a | 


Suit for $8,290 breach | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


each, | 


tion and just obtained their license 


from the FCC, are Dr. Charles 
Boyajian, his son, Charles, Jr., an- 
nouncer, formerly of WJBX, Detroit, 
and WSAM, Saginaw; Dr. R. S. Tay- 
lor, Albert Kaufman and David Pot- 
ter, Jr. 

‘After our general survey,’ the 
Senior Boyajian said, ‘we found that 
Kokomo is the only up and coming 
town in the entire Middle West 
without a local station.’ 

The group has capitalized for 
$25,000 and acquired acreage for 
its station near the town and of- 
fices in Kokomo. 


SAM BALTER IN PHILLY 
Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 
Sam Balter began airing his ‘Inside 
of Sports’ program from WFIL yes- 
terday after a sojourn on the Coast 
for the past year. 
The program, heard on the Mutual 
chain, is bankrolled by Bayuk- 
Phillies cigars, 











Other parts of the | 


| 
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| 
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Showmanagement Plaques 








Will Be Announced Next Week 
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CROWN READY 


TO SCRAM 
PRONTO 


Crown Cola may turn exclusively 
j to spot broadcasting pending a de- 
| cision or settlement on the litigation 
|brought by Coca Cola against all 
| beverage companies using the ‘Cola’ 
tag. The campaign might be a chain- 
break announcement package. Im- 
| pression gathered by the trade is 





| that Crown doesn’t want to be 
| trapped with ‘heavy network time 
and program commitments in the 


'event the decision should go against 
it. 

Robert Ripley's ‘Believe-It-Or-Not’ 
show washes up for Crown Dec. 6. 





BILLY JONES DIES AT 51 
WALKING ON BROADWAY 


Billy Jones, 81, of the pioneer 
radio comedy team of Jones and 
(Ernie) Hare, died of a heart attack 
Saturday (23) while walking on 
Broadway near WMCA where for 
the past several years he had a Sun- 
| day matinee stanza. <A script for the 
Three Little Sachs program in his 
pocket helped reveal his identity. 
Moved to a nearby restaurant, he 
was pronounced dead upon the ar- 
rival of an ambulance interne. 








With his partner Hare, who died 
on March 9, 1939, the pair were gen- 
erally recognized as the first singing 
and patter act to achieve national 
radio They dated from 1921. 
Born in New York, Jones was suc- 
cessively in the banking, mining, 
unication and _ blacksmithing 

trades before Lew Fields discovered 
| his tenor voice and set him for a 39- 
| week run in the musica] comedy 
| ‘Midnight Sons.’ 

Jones and Hare asserted they were 
| the first entertaining combination to 
| be sponsored by an advertiser and 
| were also the first to incorporate the 
sponsor’s product into their mike 
billing. The tieup was the Happi- 
ness Candy Stores of New York and 


fame. 


cory 


the tag was the ‘Happiness Boy 

Starting on WEAF, now the NBC red 
key station, for five weeks, their 
contract expanded into a five and a 
|half year run. Later they were 
| known as the Interwoven Pair for 
|the hosiery company and also did a 
stint for Standard Oil as the Flit 
| Soldiers. Among their other spon- 
sors were Taystee Bread, Gillette 


|Razor and for a time they led a 
community sing on CBS. 

Marilyn Hare, the comedian’s 16- 
year-old daughter, replaced her 
father on the Sachs Furniture pro- 
gram. Teaming with Jones in the 
same routine her father was famous 
for, she won a contract with Repub- 
lic Pictures on the basis of her radio 
work. When joining Jones she had 
no previous radio experience. 

Jones leaves a widow, a sister-in- 
|law. Funeral services were held in 
|New York yesterday (Tuesday) and 
| burial will take place today at Wood- 
lawn Cemetery, N. Y. 








Ron Gamble, WJR, Detroit,, an- 
|nouncer who handles Ford Sym- 
| phony shows, just got his pilot’s li- 
'cense. He has been flying for more 
‘than a year, 


| 
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anning of Transradio in Canada 
Possible Reaction to Dies’ Charges 


y% 
vv 





Toronto, Nov. 26. 

Sequel to charges of the Dies 
Committee that Transradio News re- 
ceived and transmitted news from 
Trans-Ocean News Service which 
handled German propaganda, board 
of governors of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. will meet with Ca- 
nadian Cabinet members this week 
to consider a ban on Transradio. Un- 
til the decision of the meeting is 
made, the 40-odd stations in this 
country using the service will face 
the difficult problem in deciding 
whether or not to continue using 
such a news source. When the Fed- 
eral Government banned Transradio 
here in the summer, the Canadian 
stations using this service made a 
concerted protest. 

At that time, the ban effective 
June 1 was lifted by the Govern- 
ment which, behind the scenes, was 
completing plans via the CBC facili- 
ties for its own news service for Ca- 
nadian stations. This will be avail- 
able to all outlets in Canada, whether 
on CBC network or independents. 
Meanwhile, according to R. P. 
Landry, chief radio press censor, a 
close watch has been kept on all 
news broadcasts and there has been 
no reason for any complaint. 

Gladstone Murray, CBC g.m., be- 
lieves that the Dies Committee dis- 
closures of German propaganda out- 
lets inthis country are particularly 
serious and is assembling all docu- 
ments in the matter in preparation 


for the forthcoming meeting be- 
tween CBC officials and Govern- 
ment heads. Copies of the Dies 


Committee report are being rushed 
up from Washington. Murray, it is 
learned, will recommend that Trans- 
radio Press be banned in Canada. 
Meanwhile, as mentioned, action to 
exclude Transradio from Canada has 
been contemplated for some months 
by means of that squeeze-play 
whereby, when the CBC sends out 
all radio-news releases commencing 
Jan. 1, this service will be accepted 
by all stations in Canada. 


Moore’s Actions 


Montreal, Nov. 26. 
Herbert Moore, head of Transra- 
dio, has seni a complete, categorical 
denial of any association with Trans- 
ocean News for subversive propa- 
ganda purposes. This communica- 








GIVE STREET SHOWS 


Ark Valley Boys 
Local Merchants 


Wichita, Kas., Nov. 26. 

Ark Valley Boys, barn dance band 
of radio station KFH, will be in 
Arkansas City, Kas., Dec. 5, 6, and 7 
to give street programs both morn- 
ings and afternoons. 

Entertainment sponsored by Retail 
Merchants’ Association to bring citi- 
zens to stores for early Christmas 
shopping. 





On Present Trip to Mexico 
Brought in By 





WAR FREEZES 
RADIO SETS 
IN CANADA 


Toronto, Nov. 26. 








Government decision to ‘freeze’ 
present radio-set designs for the du- 
ration of the war in order to con- 
serve machinery and energies of 
skilled craftsmen has met with the 


|ecommendation of makers and users 


alike, according to joint statement 
of Hon. C. D. Howe, Minister of 


| Munitions and Supplies, and Thom- | 
'as Arnold, Machine Tool Controller. 





tion is now being carefully studied. | 


Moore, following the blast by the 


Dies Committee, immediately wired | 


all Canadian stations using Trans- 
radio not to be rushed into any 


hasty decision leading to cancella- 
t.on of contracts pending clarifica- 
tion of the entire affair. He 
asked station men to report instances 
where opposition services or others 
might seek to take advantage of 
temporary confusion and unfavorable 
publicity to prevail upon broadcast- 
ers to cancel Transradio service. 


2D CBC LINK 
FOR TORONTO 





Montreal, Nov. 26. 

Canadian 
planning to increase power of station 
CBY, Toronto, and otherwise extend 
Service on this transmitter in order 
to have a secondary outlet in the 
Toronto area. 

CBL, the 50,000-watt CBC station, 
now blankets the Toronto area, but 
Corporation executives have decided 
to have a supplementary station 
available. CBY, a basic CBC station, 
18 currently a 100-watter. Under- 
standing is that a CBC transmitter 
of greater power, formerly used in 

indsor, Ont., will be sent to To- 


Tonto to be installed at the CBY 
premises, 





STEUBENVILLE ON MUTUAL 
Station WSTV, Steubenville, O., 
Joined the Mutual network last 


week, bringing the number of affili- 
ates to 162. 


Station began operation: Nov. 4. 


Broadcasting Corp. is | 


also | 


lhas a series of exch 


| nouncer, 











‘ 


i; Arnold Said 


| NBC’s London 


job, 


that the new govern- 

‘ . -— 
mental measure will effect savings 
for the Canadian consumer who, in 


a time of crisis, should not be 
called on to bear substantial costs 
arising from constant changes in 


design, particularly when these are 
caused solely by fashion trends. 
Government ‘freeze’ on desig 
will tremendously expand the ca- 
pacity of Canada to produce machine 
tools and dies for war purposes, ac- 
cording to Hon. C, D. Howe, and the 
Dominion will thus avoid that ‘eco- 
nomic wastage of machines and men 
which mere whims, fads and fancies 
of fashion often produce.’ 


ns 


Crosley DXer Seeks A 
One-Sided File Disc 


For Hour Programs 


—_—_———— 


26. 


station 


Cincinnati, Nov 

Crosley’s international 
WLWO, which ecently received 
FCC authority for temporary upping 
of power from 50,000 to 75.900 watts, 
airings of 
the Cincinnati Symphony Orches- 
tra’s concerts. Wilfred Guenther, 
general manager, assigned Henley 
Hill, Portuguese and Spanish anr- 
io announce the numbers 
and Concha Gandia to do the com- 


Complying with the FCC 
which requires international stations | 
to make transcriptions of each pro- | 
gram for the next two years, Cros- 
ley engineers, under Robert J. Rock- 
well, are experimenting with a 
platter that will carry an hour's 
broadcasting on a single side. Revo- 
lutions are slowed down from 33 1-3 
to 10 per minute. 


—_—— 


FRED BATE HERE 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


charge of 
office and who has 
carried the brunt of the network's 
war coverage from England, is com- 
ing over for a vacation shortly be- 
fore Christmas. He hasn’t been in | 
the States for over four years. 

Bate would prefer to stay on the 
but his homeoffice figures that 
ne’s more than entitled to the vaca- 
tion and that the change in scene 
wilk d6 ‘him iats ‘of good. 


ruling 





Fred Bate, «vho is in 


| be confined to the exchange of in- 


|} and 


|clusively by plane, 


| broadcasters 


+ —_——— + 


SEEKS SUPPORT OF 


ACARRAGA OF XEW 





NBC Vice-President Will 
Seek to Stir Interest for 
Eventual Formation of 
Hemisphere Broadcast 
Union Similar to Switzer- 
land Organization 








Since 
Nazi 


U.S.A. Became Pro-British, 


Shortwave Abuse of Americans 


Has Increased, Princeton Post Finds 





+> 


Sponsor Identification 





Regina, Sask., Nov. 26. 
It actually happened the other 
day on Don MacMillan’s ‘Man on 
the Street’ broadcast fer CKCK. 
Queried as to who John Bull 
was a woman said she ‘thought 





FRANCISCO TO S.A. 


Organization of a Pan-American 
Broadcast Union will be proposed by 
John F. Royal, NBC v.p. in charge of 
shortwave and television, during his 
coming week’s visit to Mexico City. 
The project will be suggested to 
Emilio Azcarraga, of XEW, Mexico 
City, and other leading Mexican 
broadcasters. Royal leaves today 
(Wednesday ) to attend the inaugura- 
tion of Mexico’s new president. 

For years there has been in ex- 
istence an International Broadcast- 
ing Union, with headquarters in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Royal believes 
that the time is ripe for the setting 
up of a similar bureau which would 





formation, etc., on North American | 

South American broadcasting | 
activities. Havana is figured as the 
logical spot for the headquarters of 
the Pan-American version. 

Sudden surge of interest in South 
America has produced some humor- 
ous sidelights. Persons whose knowl- 
edge of Spanish is limited tc the 
words, ‘Si, Si, Senor,’ have suddenly 
got the idea that they are experts 
on South America, and they are be- 
sieging the American networks with 
suggestions on how the inter-hemi- 
sphere broadcast alliance should be 
conducted. With the suggestions are 


corollary suggestions as to how 
these ‘experts’ can fit into such | 
propositions. 

Don Francisco, who recently guit | 
the presidency of the Lord & 
Thomas agency to become head of | 


the communications division of Nel- 
son A. Rockefeller’s Latin-American | 
cultural setup, will leave shortly for 
a tour of South America. 
are that he will 


} 


Indications 
make the trip, ex- 
accompanied by 
Jock Whitney, 


project’s film 


who is director of the 
division, 
Pan-America’s XERH Plug 
Mexico City, Nov. 26. 
XEHR, newest local radio station, 
owned and operated by the mag 
Hoy, has a Pan-American Hour every 
Tuesday night. Programs 
music, songs, talks on 


} " 
inciuae 


all-American 


| get-together in these times and plugs 


for American trippers to visit Mex- 
ico and other Latin-American coun- 
tries. 

These programs are conducted by 
the federal tourist department and 
Roland Waterman, an exec of the 
local YMCA. 


Washington Reactions 
Washington, Nov 
Realistic approach is being 


oF 


made 


to the idea of improving inter- 
American relations via radio. Ideal- 
istic, impractical schemes proposed 


three or more years ago have been 
put on the shelf, while hard-headed 
are turning their at- 
tention to the formulation of ar- 
rangements by which the airwaves 
can be exploited to bring the 
Western Hemisphere republics closer 
together. 

Some scheme of exchange pro- 
grams—just educational institu- 


as 


|tions swap professors and students 
'—looks like the 


first move in this 
direction. The idea definitely has 
aroused interest, and concrete steps 
already are being taken to perfect 
a system that will be built around 


| recordings. 


With the Federal authorities at 
last getting serious and practical, 
enterprising industry people have 
started moving on their own. The 
National Association of Broadcasters 
is receiving inquiries and hearing 

(Continued on ‘page’ 36) 


| litical 
|said in part: 


he was English.’ She had never 
heard of Jack Canuck. Then she 
was asked about Uncle Sam. 

‘He’s a prominent American,” 
was the reply. 


XEW-XEQ DISCS 
FOR MEXICAN 
SMALLIES 


Mexico City, Nov. 26. 

What looks likely to become a 
profitable by-product, discs of the 
best songs of the best singers at radio 
stations XEW and XEQ is in process 
of organization. Idea is to market 
these discs to small Mexican stations 
in the provinces that have become 
program conscious yet cannot afford 
flesh for full programs. 














Princeton, Nov. 26. 

Anti-American propaganda as dil- 
rected at the United States by Ger- 
man shortwave sending stations is 
growing more intense daily, it is re- 
ported by the Princeton Listenin: 
Center, now completing its first yea: 
of activity under direction of th 
School of Public and Internationa! 
Affairs. A comparison of broadcast 
of August and September with thos« 
early in the year shows that the 
average number of anti-American 
statements, which bears a close rela- 
_ tionship to political events, has 
| Jumped from 2§ or 30 a day to 175. 
{| Condemnation of American life 
and policy by the German radio 
has reached the highest point in the 
history of these broadcasts and is 
still going up, the report adds. When 
pro-British sentiment in the United 
States was latent, early in the year, 
Nazi speakers spent little time at- 
tacking this country. 

But when Anglophile sentiment 
received great impetus in April, May 
and June, due to the German inva- 
sion of Scandinavia and the low 
countries and finally France, anti- 
American talks began to dominate 
the broadcasts to America. Since 
that time the short waves have been 
loaded with bitter attacks on wide 
sections of American life. 


Study Propaganda 








The XEW-XEQ plan, first of the | 
kind down here, involves the estab- | 


lishment in or about this city of a 
recording plant. The start of the 
proposition is looked for early in 
1941, 


Local Citizens See Hand 
Of Ottawa Domination 
In University Situation 





Edmonton, Alta., Nov. 26. 

Independent members of the 
Alberta 
resolution declaring the reported 
provincial government loan of $30,- 
000 to the University of Alberta for 
of its radio facilities was 
intended to provide the gcevernment 
‘with a means of disséminating po- 
propaganda.” The resolution 
‘We are of the opinion 
that at this time when the nation i: 
faced with the problem of financing 
the war and trying by every mean: 
in its power to secure funds to prose- 
cute its war effort more effectively, 
the government should not spend 
such a large sum of money on some- 
thing which may very well be dis- 
pensed with. 

‘We are also of the opinion the 
purpose behind the government’s 
action is for no other reason than to 
provide the government with a 
means for disseminating political 
propaganda at no cost to itself under 
cover of giving departmental infor- 
mation to the public. 

‘It is reported that the government 
already pre-empted all unused 
time on the radio. This is obviously 
attempt to introduce Hitler 
methods into Alberta. We are 
trongly of the opinion that the gov- 
ernment should be prevented from 
inaugurating any such tactics in this 
province. 

‘Only widespread publicity can 
forestall the government’s action, 
and the members of the Independent 
group are therefor determined to 
give this matter the publicity it de- 
serves in the hope that public 
cpinion will be aroused to such a 
degree as may strengthen the hands 
of the board of governors of the uni- 
versity in refusing the facilities of 
the university radio station to the 


extension 


has 


iia@s 


an 


| Alberta government for the purpose 


of political propaganda.’ 


Acting Premier Manning issued a | 


statement denying the charge that 
the radio station was being improved 
to provide a medium for Social 


Credit propaganda, +: 


| ex-Pre 


legislature have passed a| 


i 


| in 


The chief purpose of the listening 
center, established last year under 
the direction of the School of Pubiic 
and International Affairs, is to study 
the technique of propaganda, in 
which the Germans are hard work- 
ers. Nine definite rules of German 
Speakers have been formulated by 
the center. 

he basic principles of German 
broadcasts has been to paralyze any 
action unfavorable to Germany and 
to promote those attitudes which 
might be put to use by the Nazis. 
In their broadcasts to this country, 
German commentators have praised 
Henry Ford, Colonel Lindbergh and 
ident Hoover, all of whom 
have expressed isolationist feelings. 

Another technique of the Nazi 
radio has been to direct broadcasts 
principally by the mas Pro- 
grams which deal with hi or hit- 
erature have been relegated to un- 
favorable hours, and appeal 
to the workers, even faulty grammar 
is part of the technique. 

The effectiveness, if any, of Nazi 
hokum is supposedly based on mak- 
audiences feel at 


es, 


tory 


in this 


ing home and in 
a receptive mood. For this purpose 
speakers who have lived in the 


U.S.A. are used to exploit customs 
and hates. 
‘Feeling at Home’ 

Fred W. Kaltenback, reputedly in 
charge of broadcasts to this coun- 
try, is a native of Iowa, and served 
the first world war as a lieuten- 
ant in the United States Coast Artil- 
lery. E. D. Ward, whose real name 
is Edward Leopold Delaney, 
Irish-American actor and 
cheap fiction before he 
many to work for the Nazis. Dr. 
Otto Koischwitz, alias ‘Dr. Anders 
or Dr. Otherwise’ or ‘okay,’ is a for- 
mer member of the faculty of Hun- 
ter college in New York City. The 
feminine roles in to the 
United States are handled by Ger- 
trude Hahn and Constance Drexel, 
both of whom speak English per- 
fectly. 

In almost every case, German ap- 
peals are based on the self-interest 
of each audience and attempts to 
create an ‘illusion of reason and 
logic.’ Motives which were known 
to be close to the American heart, 
such as the economic motive, are 
played on to a great extent. For 
example, listeners are told that neu- 
trality would mean post-war Ger- 
man friendship and a consequent in- 
| crease in U. S. trade and profits. 

Nazis attempt to concentrate the 
eyes of Americans on domestic prob- 
lems. Attacks on the Jews and nu- 
merous references to the unem- 
ployed are examples of their tech- 


i/nigue. 


was an 
author of 
t to Ger- 


wel 


broadcasts 





¢ 
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Students as Fill-In Announcers 


opinion that he is an employee un- 
der the broad definition of the em- 


se‘ company, it is our 
ployer-employee relationship in sec- 


M Be P id ¢ Scal tion 3 (d), (e) and (g)- of the act. 
ust be Faid Government Scale w"7-".... 





College students working as ‘fill-{ happy with it. Naturally we do not 


; é tet f me. 
in’ announcers must be paid for Want a claim for back wages. 
I'd like to have your opinion, and 


their time, regardless of whether if you think it advisable, I would ap- 
they intend to follow it as a voca-| preciate your submitting the case to 
tion, according to an interpretation the Wage and Hour Administration 
on the question which has been ob- for ruling. 
tained by the National Association Very truly yours, 
of Broadcasters from the Wage and RADIO STATION...ccece 
Hour administration. Joe Miller, the Reply 

’s le lations man, had 
aes eae F | This letter was forwarded to the 


asked for the information: ; se te 
Following is a copy of correspond- Wage and Hour Div ision. The fol- 
~ lowing opinion was received: 


ence exchange on the subject which (Copy) 
— has relayed to its mem- DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
— Office of the Solicitor 
Washington 

Nov. 2, 1940. 


(Copy) 
‘Ir. Joseph L. Miller 
Director of Labor Relations 
‘’stional Association of Broadcasters 


shing 

D rig ge ag reply to your letter of Sept. 18, 
Stile : 1940, enclesing a communication 
xuring the summer vacation P€- from a broadcaster member of your 

rid we employed a .......--- Col- association inquiring if a student of 

leve student as a fill-in announcer, , couthern college 


Dear Mr. Miller: 


man plans to return io college this standards Act. I regret that an 
fall, but during his off hours would earlier reply was not possible. You 


like to further benefit his announc-  ;yefer to a letter quoted in the Wage 


ing technique by filling in at odd ang Hour Reporter, Volume 3, Page | 


times. We do not plan to pay him 385, of Sept. 9, 1949, to the effect 
fur his time on duty, although we that certain students of schools of 
will from time to time give him journalism are not,. under certain 
smali gratitudes in the way of cigar- conditions, considered to be em- 
et money and pocket change. This ployees of the newspapers which are 
boy might occasionally taxe a shift, | cooperating with the schools of jour- 
but only very occasionally. He is) nalism in giving practical experi- 
anxious to continue in the announc- ence to the students. 
ing field in the hope that after grad-| Jt appears from the information 
uation he may find permanent em-' contained in the communication at- 
ployment, either here or at some tached to your letter that the “fill-in 
other radio station. announcer” is taking general aca- 
We cannot afford to pay him the demic training at the southern col- 
minimum wage because we have a/| lege and is not a member of a school 
full staff. Actually his employment | which ‘is preparing him to be a radio 
; to the advantage, although it gives’ announcer. It is therefore our opin- 
us a change of voice at various in-| ion that the letter quoted in the 
tervals, which is desirable. So far; Wage and Hour Reporter to which 
as the boy is concerned he is de-' you refer would not be applicable in 
lighted with the arrangement that the situation presented to you. If 
we contemplate. On the other hand, the ‘fill-in announcer’ engages in 
some of these days he may be un-' performing actual work for the 


= 


Colonel Fleming has asked me to | 


may perform | 
paying him in accordance with the work as a “fill-in announcer” with- | 


wage and hour schedule. This young | out being subject to the Fair Labor | 


Assistant Solicitor, 
In Charge of Opinions and Review. 





CBS’ Soldier Policy 

The Columbia Broadcasting System 
last week issued a statement of its 
policy governing employees who may 
be called up for compulsory military 
| training. 
as follows: 
‘The CBS plan provides for the 
|payment of from one month’s to six 
months’ salary for all regular full- 
time employees, based upon the term 
_of their employment by the company 
|prior to the date of entering the 
‘armed services of the United States, 
| accoraing to the following scale: 


| one month’s salary. 
One-three years—two month's sal- 


| ar 


salary. 
Four-five years—four morths’ sal- 
ary. 


More than six years’ employment— 
six months’ salary. 

In addition to these salary pay- 
ments, the company will assume the 
cost of premiums payable by em- 
_ployees under its cooperative insur- 
ance program during the required 
year of miliéary training. 

‘. . . The benefits of the entire 
|plan will apply not only to em- 
ployees of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System itself, but likewise to its 
| wholly owned subsidiary companies, 
Columbia Artists, Inc., and the Co- 
lumbia Recording Corp. 





WTIC STRINGS ON NBC 
Hartford, Nov. 26. 


The Travelers String Ensemble of | 
WTIC will be on Red network start- | 
ing Saturday, Dec. 7. A half hour | 
show. Will be directed by Moshe | 
Larry Huard will vocal. | 


Paronov. 
Series will continue for winter. 
Ensemble has been a 


sists of 13 pieces. Show will be 
tagged ‘Music For Everyone.’ 


Inside Stufl—Radio 








Statement reads, in part, ' 


y. 
Three-four years—three months’ | 
jeconcerted action will be taken to snub the social festivities preceding the 


| 
Five-six years—five months salary. 


regular | 
WTIC feature for three years. Con- | 


Indications have already been given of a realignment of authority in 


| the NBC Artists Service. George Engles will continue to run the concerts 
| division but the staff in the popular end of the bureau will report to 


Sidney Strotz, who recently came on from Chicago to head the progr 
department. 

Engles has in recent years been in bad health and the move will relieve 
him of no little burden. Engles has also been handicapped by the cir. 
cumstances that his right hand man on concerts, Marks Levine, has him- 
self been ailing for some time. 


am 





Martin Gosch has an account interested in his latest program, ‘Uncle 
Sam Gets Around, and what’s holding up the deal is the current tangle 
between the networks and the American Society of Composers, Authors 
| and Publishers. The show proposes to use as its themer the song of the 
same title by Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger, and the two are members of 
ASCAP. 


| Tune was introduced on the ‘Hollywood Salutes Roosevelt’ program dur- 


ing the recent presidential campaign. 





| Exclusive deal for five years between NBC and the Pasadena Rose Bow] 
| Less than one year’s employment— | 


for the broadcasting of the annual football game is causing a lot of grief 
among the Southern California air stations, with threats of boycotting the 
New Year's day events, including the Tournament of Roses. Original 
| report was that the deal called for one year, but when it turned out to be 
five, the NBC rivals developed a real peevé. Understood some forms of 


gridiron battle. 





Procter & Gamble (and NBC) which were jumpy over the Arch Oboler 


| ‘This Precious Freedom’ broadcast some weeks ago on the Everyman's 
| P e 
Theatre program have been pleasantly surprised by the public approval 


| of the anti-Nazi script. Topped mail for the series, with the result that 
| P. & G. is now reconciled to ‘red meat’ in future scripts. This is pointed 
particularly in scripts set for near-future production, including ‘American 
Is Born,’ which will star Elisabeth Bergner and a script tagged ‘Mr. 
Whiskers’. 





Walter Rosemont has settled his contract with Manfred B. Lee and 
Frederick Dannay, radio writers, for $1,100 at the advic of his lawyer. 
Rosemont, who claimed that he got the twosome the assignment of script- 
ing ‘The Adventures of Ellery Queen’ series on CBS, sued them for $20,000 
in commissions, while Lee and Dannay also brought an action, seeking 
the court's approvai for breaking of their contract. 





George Storer has advised Mutual that he was in process of closing a 
contract for WWVA, Wheeling, with the NBC-blue but that provision had 
| been made in the agreement for the station to handle Mutual programs if 
the latter network wanted to do business with it. 








George Henry Payne, FCC member, included in his address at formal 
opening of GE’s new FM station, W2XOY, this sentence: ‘Incidentally, may 
I congratulate the General Electric Company for once again resuming in- 
dependent control over this pioneering station, WGY.’ 

CBS’ gross billings for October was $4,010,080 instead of $4,023,617 as 
previously given by the network. This makes the accumulative total for 
| 1940 $33,524,370. 








KRLD- 
~ DALLAS, TEXAS 


50,000 WATTS 








The Columbia 50,000 


watt station in Texas 


For more information about KRLD, one of the sixteen CBS 50,000 watt stations, inquire of The Branham Company. 
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WCAU's Correction’ A La Cornell Is | * F***¥*""> General Electric Spurns ‘Info, Please’: 


San Francisco, Nov. 26. | 


Not Enough, Says WFIL, Philadelphia =<": | Local Farm-Science Shows Prevent 


land mole at 7:45 a.m. and found 
a mike, Al Nelson and songs of 











+ 
vv 


greeting led by Will Aubrey, " 

Philadelphia, Nov. 26. C With the gear mounted on a 17e° Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 26 
. re igh deat ant ollege Research Makes | baggage truck and engines puff- Palmolive Soap Prize; ‘Information Please,’ originating 
raged here between WC: | ing back and forth few feet | ; han WJZ under it 
WFIL. Bone of contention is a pro- Texas State Program away, pM « oe sae . ea McCann, Kudner, Maxon, on WEAF rather than WJZ under its 


motion mail piece sent out after elec- 











: ; | show for evening playback on | ’ e new sponsor, Lucky Strikes, =. wig 
tion by WCAU in which the mation Austin, Tex. Nov. 26 | KPO and KGO was waxed be- | Wheelock, Getcheil Pitch outletted by 50,000-watt WGY, 
made claims of being ‘the people's Ries ian yo "| fore engineer was whisked to | Schenectady. Reason: The particu- 
choice’ as a listening medium. Au- ries, Of Coors, = originating | Frisco for b eakfast. Phelan ar- | lar half hour (Friday, 8:30-9) is one 
thority for the claim was a survey te nae vs programs to be aired | rived Wed.esday (20) to super- | Pitching fo. the’ Palmolive Soap of two evening blocks which General 
made by the Reuben H. Donnelly rough the Texas State Network | vise electrical installations in account has become more intense Electric has for years reserved for 


. . s ' _ ; > ‘ if _ = a] 4 2 } s | . 
Corporation, a distributing outfit a agen titled ‘The American | new NBC heacuquarters here. than ever, Competition has swelled farm or science programs. Over a 
here. The checkup was made in the | Campus » peaks,’ Series will consist to five agencies. They are McCann- long stretch, the second half of the 
metropolitan Philly area, including of a dramatization each week on a Erickson, F. Ward Wheelock. J. Cities Service Hour on Friday via 


towns within a 30-mile area. Among | Poll of student opinion created and| FRASETTO STAYS AT WIP Sterling’ Getchell, Arthur 








Kudner NBC red was dropped, to permit air- 
the questions asked were: ] Contucted “Ad = sudent of the Uni- | Philadelphia, Nov. 26. and Maxon, Inc. ing by WGY of GE Fa : n Forum, 
1. ‘What Philadelphia stations do | VORrery of Texas here, Joe Belton. | Joe Frasetto’s WIP studio house Product is now with Benton & ‘Science Forum’ also has time re- 
you listen to regularly?’ | Belton is also originator of ‘Stu- band was signed for an additional | Bowles but like the other Palmolive , served: Now 7:30-8 p.m., Tuesday, and 
2, ‘What stations do you listen to | dent Opinion Surveys of America.’ two year’s contract last week scotch- | and Colgate brands it is due to leave for several years same period on 
between 7 a.m, and 9 a.m.?’ | which is syndicated in 150 college ing rumors that the crew was leav- ‘that agency at the end of this year. Thursday. 
Answers to both questions, accord- | newspapers and which keeps a con-_ ing for a spot at another station. All the other Colgate-Palmolive- ‘Information Please’ is being broad- 
ing to the Donnelly report, showed | stant touch on the campus pulse. Frasetto first came to WIP ten | Peet products have been split be- cast in this district by WABY, Al- 


an overwhelming majority for | Surveys are concerned with non-| month's ago after a six month so- | tween Ted Bates and the Sherman bany, which has 100-watt power 
WCAU. Copies of the report were | political and non-religious questions. journ at Jack Lynch's nitery. & Marquette agency of Chicago. after dark. 

sent to advertising agencies and po- Rs 
tential sponsors, | _ 

But an eagle-eyed member of the | 
WFIL staff spotted a suspected error. 
The report said that 9,462 votes were 
cast, but addition of the votes tabu- 
lated showed only 2,493 were 
counted. William B. Caskey, promo- 
tion manager of WFIL, sent a letter 




















to the Donnelly outfit demanding a WLW is a most powerful sales-stimulator in our territory. We have 
recount. : 

‘As I understand it, wrote Caskey, 

er ar ak ees, one noticed that the demand for a product will increase very substantially 


happened to 73.6% or nearly three- 
fourths of the votes cast. Were the : 
other three-fourths of the electorate ° + whenever we 
SSteashions. teenies they Gdn’ as soon as it is broadcast over WLW. Consequently, e 
vote ‘Ja?’ 

Another discrepancy noted by , ; ; 

; .e ~ oy > e 

Cony 708 8 Ee eee receive notice that a product will be advertised over WLW, we make 
persons voted that WHAT was their 
fave station between the hours of 7 
and 9 a.m, P : 

ee eee it a point to increase our supply of it and notify our salesmen to see 
tion for this,’ wrote Caskey. ‘I'd like 
to point out that WHAT doesn't 
broadcast between 7 and 9 o'clock in | ? : 
the morning. | that the retailer is well-stocked. 

WCAU and Cornell 

Caskey said he received no answer } 
from Donnelly. But a few days later | 
WCAU sent a circular to its adver- | 
tisers, ad agencies, etc. slugged 
‘Move Over Cornell,’ admitting that Geo. H. Kauffman, Pres. & Sales Manager, 
its mail piece was slightly ‘wacky.’ 
Referring to Cornell’s recent fifth . . 
down ‘recount’ that gave Dartmouth The Kauffman-Lattimer Co. travels Kauffman-Lattimer Co., Wholesale Druggists, 
the game after Cornell had osten- | nine salesmen in 55 counties. 

e 
Columbus, Ohio 





sibly won, WCAU said: 

‘We, too, know how it feelsto wake 
up and find the score isn’t what it 
was. We haven't the slightest idea 
how it all happened. The mistakes 
might have been mechanical, typo- | 
graphical or just plain human. 

‘We'd like to apologize. After Cor- 
nell’s superb example of sportsman- 
| 













ship it becomes rather easy to take 
the initiative, swallow and say: ‘we 
were wrong.’ 

Then the circular proceeded to 
give the alleged corrected claims | 
comparing them with that printed | 
originally. The ‘corrected’ report 
shows only a slight variation. The 
apology and correction hasn’t satis- 
fled WFIL officials. They claimed 
that the basic error wasn’t corrected 
and still charged ‘ballot-stuffi 1g.’ 
Copies of the letter sent to Donnelly 
and the fact their protests were ig- 
nored were sent out Saturday (23 
by Caskey to ad agencies and adver- 
tisers, 





NOW radio row is wait ng for | 


WCAU’s next move. 


Sonneialiiallicnanaesngeltiiaenanaantiiamettioeme aan 


| 
WTIC HAS SIX STAFF 
CHECKERS OF MUSIC 


Hartford, Nov. 26. 

In an endeavor to keep’ itself free | 
of any legal entanglements with 
ASCAP, WTIC has set up a six-man | 
Music Clearance Department. All 
music must be checked through this 
department and okehed by same be- 
a will be allowed on air. Ap- # 
ies ’ - — ‘- a E 
Within. tis aoe Goceuae REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transomericen Broadcasting & Television Corp. Chicago — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. San Francisco — International Radic Seles 


Station has always had a music clear- 
ance set-up. 


| _ ® 
_ Lyn Murray Occupied | TH E | NATION bl 


oe Murray composing original : y 

CXground music and bridges and Ws VWYlerchantiltse- 
beh ucting the orchestra on ‘Camp- WA0 ; 

on Playhouse’ series starting Fri- ‘ 
ay night (29). Also doing a series 


< one-minute recorded jingles with | : 
Is chorus, for Kelvinator. ; 
Chorus likewise continues on the : 


wend Strike ‘Hit Parade’ and his 
Cur Clubmen’ remain as a CBS 
sustainer, 


LOUISVELLE 


} 
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‘PIPE SMOKING TIME’ 

With Arthur Fields, Fred Hall, 
Weedy Guthrie, Edward C. Roeck- 
er, Ray Bloch Orchestra 

Music, Song, Jokes 

25 Mins. 

Monday, 8:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Rudner) 


€ - . 

It may seem’ old-fashioned, but 
this program is not a quiz. It does 
not make anybody rich over the 


telephone. It does not compel any- 
body but its hired talent to do any 
work. The program simply under- 
takes by the use of Ray Bloch-di- 
rected music, Fields and Hall humor, 
a hot, moaning guitar 
Woody Guthrie and the 
baritone of Edward Roecker to en- 
tertain people. It’s not a return to 


entertainment, but a_ continuing 
loyalty to it on the part of pro- 
ducer Frank McMahon, impresario 


of a series of radio shows for Model 


tobacco. All of them were in the, 
minstrel — small time vaude tradi- | 
tion. but none of them ever ran 


away from showmanship and took 
refuge in the corrugated bomb 
shelter of giveaways and spinning 
wheels. And so, the top of the 
morning (press day morning) to Mr. 
McMahon. Sure and he has the 
heart of a showman. Bad cess to 
the you-too-can-win crowd, 

The program invites men listeners 
to light up and lean back and just 
lend an ear. They don’t need a pad 
and pencil to listen. No addresses 
to remember, no rules. Just lend an 
ear. If they turn their head they 
won't miss any clues. Maybe one 
of Fields and Hall’s gags, but you 
can miss one because it’s ali in a 
jovial spirit, not intended to be in 
rivalry to Bob Hope or Jack Beany, 
and frankly satisfied to be, as it is, 
a nice. enjoyable, small-time family 
divertissement. 

It all moves pleasantly and unpre- 
tentiously forward. 
there pitching. The fun is simple, 
but not without its. brightness. 
There is a touch or two of ballad- 
recitation; familiar tunes are bari- 
toned. One chanson in the vernacu- 
lar of the share croppers even 
packed a hint of earthly realism 
tinged with native irony. 

They have to apologize for some 
of the quiz shows. Everybody. con- 
nected with them is a little ashamed. 
But the personnel of this troupe can 
retain its professional self-respect. 
They haven't admitted failure as en- 
tertainers by resort to gimmicks and 
carnival stunts. They have stuck to 


their jobs and they discharge them | 


with considerable spirit and success. 
Land. 


C.1.0. WINS OVER WOV 


Court Sustains Order That Four Re- 
turn to Payroll 








The American Communications As- 


sociation, affiliate of the CIO, was | 


returned a complete victor in the 
N. Y. supreme cceurt over the Greater 
N. Y. Broadcast ng Corp., operators 
of WOV, Wed. (20), when Justice 
Aron Steuer confirmed an arbitra- 
tion award by the American Arbi- 


tration Association ordering WOV to | 


put four employees back to work. 
Plaintiff had signed an agreement 
with WOV in 1939 which it alleged 
was breached in May, 1940, when the 
station fired two announcers and two 
technicians. George H. Englehard 


of the AAA ruled for the plaintiff | 


following hearings, and the supreme 
court has now confirmed the ruling 
granting costs to the plaintiff. 


twanged by | 
nostalgic | 


But always in | 


| DR. CHARLES COURBOIN 


| Concert Organist 

American Academy of Arts and 
| Letters 
| 30 Mins. 


| Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

| Playing in the hall of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Letters, 
one of the general headquarters of 


culture in this country, the Belgian | 


concert organist, Charles Courboin, 
began last Sunday (24) a series for 
the NBC red network. The artist and 
|his point of origin are both matters 
of prestige to the network, the series 
ieertain to delight that considerable 
army of those who love organ music 


|mark the daily radio schedules eag- 


erly for good mttsic of any sort. And} 


|'Courboin gives the NBC red good 
music of the distinguished kind. 

| Courboin’s appearance on the NBC 
ired makes particular sense just now 
because in the past year his albums 
of Franck, Bach, etc., 
'prominent items on_ the lists of 
| NBC’s cousin-in-RCA, Victor. Charles 
O’Connell of Victor has also used the 
Belgian for combinations with vari- 
ous symphonies and singers. 

Bach, Shubert, Franck and Mozart 
were on the first program. Good 
names, too. Shubert’s Ave Maria (in 
the player’s own arrangement) was 
the most familiar to the average ear. 
After that was Franck’s ‘Pastorale.’ 
|The virtugsity of the organist and 
|the organ were well suggested in the 
| ‘Fugue in D Minor’ by Bach, and the 
| sign-off by Mozart was culled from 
| Catholic musical literature. 
| Courboin’s presence restores organ 


i/music to the NBC red, adds another | 


| prestige item to the public interest 
‘catalog. A &trange neglect of an im- 
| portant vhase of fine music by the 
radio industry. as such, is rectified. 
| Gilbert Martin handles the an- 
noupcements. Land. 


‘GOLDEN WEST COWBOYS’ 
| With Milton Estes, Eddie Arnold, 
| Texas Daisy, Speedy McDay, Cow- 
| boy Joe, Zinkas, Hardy Adams 
| Hillbilly Band, Songs 
15 Mins.—Local 
| DR. CALDWELL 
'M-W-F, 9 a.m. 
WHAS, Louisville 
(Sherman & Marquetts) 

Hillbilly aggregation which boasts 
of having had Gene Autry as a mem- 
|ber some years back. In fact, Autry 
is partially responsible for the whole 
idea of the Golden West Cowboys, 
and they appeared in ‘Gold Mine in 
the Sky’ with him. J. L. Frank, who 
has been piloting the troupe since the 


| Autry days. is at the helm now, and | 


he’s corralled a talented bunch of 
hoe-down performers. Outfit car- 
ries one girl, Texas Daisy, who sings, 
yodels and plays guitar. 

Grouv has a smooth arrangement 
lof numbers. backgrounded by some 
hot accordion playing by 
King. Milton Estes paces the show 
as m.c. as well as plays the guitar 
and sings. Outfit plays in a sweet 
groove, but on occasion swing out 
| with some real hot stuff, sparked by 
|the hot guitar of Harry Adams, new 
member. 

Commercials are handled in a 
breezy style by Milton Estes, and the 
homey, plain talking stuff is made to 
order for the product plugged. Of- 
|fers free bottle of Dr. Caldwell’s 
laxative to anyone writing in, and 
from reports mail response is plenty 
heavy. A good example of the hill- 
billy type of program. Hold. 

KFBI, oldest radio station in Kan- 
sas, plans to go on unlimited time 
for the first time in its 17-year ex- 
istence about Dec. 15. 


in particular as well as those who| 


have been | 











never signals “all 
open. When we 


bina I ie RELIABLE dispatcher 


clear” until the track is 
flash the green light for 


action in any of our markets, we feel certain 
that conditions justify the advertiser in fol- 
lowing our recommendations. 


JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 


National Representatives of Radio Stations 


New Yorn +» Cuicaco + Detroit « Sr. 


Lours » Los Anceces « San Francisco 





‘YOUR HAPPY BIRTHDAY’ 

/With Frank Parker, Mary Small, 
Four Modernaires, Harry 
Pic and Pat 

| Lottery, Songs, Band 

| 25 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 9:35 p.m. 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 
Twenty Grand cigarets has bought 

this package, but it doesn’t have to 


Salter, | 


' 


| 


| 


take over until the first week in Jan- | 


uary. Meanwhile the NBC-blue is 


giving the show a warm-up on the | 


cuff 
did the selling through the Weiss & 


Ed Wolf, indie producer, who | 


Geller agency, had originally tagged | 


this ‘Happy Birthday to You,’ 
things being what they are between 
ithe networks and ASCAP the pro- 
gram was barred by NBC from using 


but | 


| the song of the same name, and since | 


}it would sound silly to listeners if 
|the song didn’t go with the program 


| title, Wolf's package became ‘Your | 


| Hanoy Birthday.’ : 
Thing that will need fixing on 
|‘Your Happy Birthday’ is the inau- 


|gural complexity of its lottery ma- | 


|chinery. With the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
| there’s a lot of juggling of telephore 
| books in the studio and then a tele- 
/phone call is made. If the subscrib- 
ier is home he gets the pot, and if he 
| doesn’t answer the call he gets $100 
anyway. In the case of ‘Hanpy 
| Birthday’ the listener needs to find 
|out or know in which Congressional 
| district he or she was born. In this 
|lottery anybody living within the 
| Congressional district who is born on 
ithe stated date becomes eligible for 
jall or a piece of the $500 weekly 
| giveaway. 
| Three different dates are mentioned 
|}on each program. and much histori- 
cal, musical and fashion data is dram- 
|atized. All this well before the ac- 
| tual drawing of the lucky date at the 
end. in which a birthday cake in the 
radio studio and three candles play a 
jpart. On the initial show Jean Muir 
functioned as the drawer of the 
|lucky cate and the lucky Congres- 
sional! district. 

As for the entertainment content 
{of the program. the talent for the most 
part was good. Frank Parker and 
| Mary Small, with the Four Modern- 
|aires hacking her mp», all made swell 
| vocal interludes. Pie and Pat, black- 
face comedians. were brought in for 
a hot harmonica bit. Harry Salter 
covered the orchestral moments 
with lots of expert treatment. 
i Tiny Ruffner gets back to radio as 
the m.c. of this stanza. His sole de- 
vice for hypoing enthusiasm in the 
| proceedings is to keep that reedv 
itenor of his at a high pitch and 
olenty forte. Odec. 
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= Follow-Up Comment 
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| Dick Fishell who, with Bert Lee | 
| (Lebhar ), winds up the N.Y. Giants | 


pro football broadcasts, pulled a self- 
apology Sunday (24) for getting ‘too 
excited’ during the Washington Red- 
| skins broadcast. Whereupon Lee, 
who is Lebhar when v.p. and gen- 
eral sales manager of WHN, told 
|Fishell not to apologize for a nat- 
| ural enthusiasm. 

|. Incidentally, broadcasting only lo- 
|eally for the N.Y. Giants, both have 
been not as studiously dispassionate 
las is the college custom of strict 
| neutrality. 


|tan N.Y. consumption, the 
and the bankroller both don’t object 





} 
lof the home team, especially if 
| they’re the underdog as was the case 
|}in the Giants-Redskins game, where 
ithe D.C. gridders were 3-1 faves. 

| ‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ as well 
as the ‘characters’ in their show, did 
a ‘Vox Pop’ from their Hollywood 
home, Wistful Vista, over CBS. Top- 
ping the gagging and kidding (part 
of it prepared) was failure of An- 
nouncer Harlow Wilcox to identify 
the letters which stand for the Glo- 
Coat product his sponsor (Johnson’s 
Wax) sells. He had ‘solved’ the 





ciety for 
Animals. 


Prevention of Cruelty to 





| _ David Ross’ commercials for Ever- 


sharp on the Sunday night Take-It- 
or-Leave-It are among the record 
length contemporary blah-blah. Eru- 
dite and polished in phraseology to 
| the point of boredom, not even Ross’ 


| velvet-smooth diction can offset it. 


being a quiz proposition, relieved 
only by undependable comedy of 
emcee Bob Hawk, it’s too much. 





Helen Hayes was a lifelike Eliza- 


Lipton’s program Sunday night (24}, 
but the story itself proved ill suited 
to radio. Adaptation omitted so 
much of the original novel to crowd 
it into the half-hour available that 
what remained must have been vir- 
tually incomprehensible to many not 
familiar with the original—and un- 


the novel, play, or even the picture. 
Script was so sketchy that the char- 
acters were vague outlines and the 
situations therefore meaningless. 
Most of the supporting performances 
were overdrawn. Novel itself is a 
satire on early Victorian manners 
and, to be effective, must be finely 
drawn. Given exaggerated perform- 





ance, the yarn loses its edge in broad | 


burlesque, 


Sponsored by Schick In- | 
jector Razor for strictly metropoli- | : 7 
vege FE ; ae cl | that the: show is almost an outright 
| Pot o’ Gold. 


beth in ‘Pride and Prejudice’ on her | 


| (radio 


| stooge (a 


to a little natural partiality in favor | 


| helps him 


——, 


Having Fun on the Forums 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 





Radio forums attracted attention last week. The NBC Blue’s ‘Town 
Hall of the Air,’ which will make various experimental changes this 
season in the direction of seeking an improved production formula, 
injected H. V. Kaltenborn into a discussion of Pan-Americanism. (This 


was Thursday night. 


Wednesday's Variety had editorially suggested 


either Kaltenborn or Elmer Davis or some equally glib person be 


included. ) ; 
the previous week’s session, which 


by a couple of lightweight shadowists at that. 


The Town Hall session was veering toward dullness as in 


was marked by shadow-boxing and 
For the second week of 


the new season, Kaltenborn, in the middle of the question period, was 
invited by George Denny to ‘sum up’ what the two Pan-American 
speakers had said. And he did this with refreshing, tingle-producing, 


fog-clearing direétness. 


He seemed to justify the value of a ‘summer- 


upper’ as such, in holding the program to the rails of realism. 


Kaltenborn may have irritated 


A. A. Berle, assistant secretary of 


State, but to Berle’s advantage for it inspired him to his best—and 


final—definition of attitude. 


owever fine a person and speaker he is 


(Berle is obviously both), anybody from the State Department is quite 
handicapped on a public forum since policy. diplomacy, tact, caution 


are his necessary first thoughts, 
candor. 
Maximum candor was what the 


Forums thrive best on maximum 


public got on Mutual Sunday night 


when Ted Granik’s little rally from WOL, Washington. took the ozone. 
Ralph Ingersoll and Rex Stout, an editor and a novelist, were pitted 


against Senator Rush Holt and Congressman Maas. 


Maas held his own, 


but Holt took a bad kicking around, particularly from Editor Ingersoll, 
The subject was more aid to Britain and the forum was notable for 
the harpooning of Holt, who kept giving oratorically evasive replies 


to direct questions. 


Ingersoll repeatedly swept aside Holt’s evasions 


to repeat the question, finally accusing the Senator of refusal to answer. 
The excitement in Washington could be felt through the loudspeaker. 
It was a spirited occasion and it must have been a tough experience 


for Holt, who palpably 


was well 


aware of the microphones and 


squirmed too arduously to extricate himself. But he used political plat- 
form nethods that radio always makes seem pretty vapid. 





\ 





‘WHAT'S THE ANSWER” 


| With Ken O’Neal 


Give-away Program 
15 Mins.—Local 
McCREERY’S DEPT. STORE 
“aitw, 10:45 a.m. 
WINS, New York 

This stanza is one of those rare in- 
stances where a New York -depart- 
ment store has taken to the ether 
forggeneral plugging. Convenience 


and smartness of the store are 
emphasized (that is, there is quite 
an attempt to ‘personalize’ the 


store), and a few extra blurbs are 
tossed in for the usual Xmas circus. 
So far so gocd. The sales plan, at 
least. has been formulated on thor- 
oughly sensible and reasonable 
erounds 

Content of the program is also in 
keeping with the latest 


store radio efforts. Which means 
something is given away free. In 
this instance Ken O’Neal dials a 


number and asks the person on the 
other end of the phone to answer 


1 auestion just asked over the ether. | 


f the person was listening, and has 
the right answer, he or she gets 
about $40 in McCreery merchandise. 
If the interviewee was not listening, 
but knows the answer anyhow, he 
gets a dollar consolation prize with 
an admonition to tune in the pro- 
gram in the future. Necessarily 
regulations) only O'’Neal’s 
end of the phone conversation is 
etherized., 

On the whole, this setup is fairly 
interesting and handled in similar 
caliber. O’Neal has a_ blackface 
la Stepin Fetchit) who 
essay some comedy re- 
lief. It comes off without much dis- 
tinction, but also without any irrita- 


tion. Here and there recordings are 
tossed in to fill up the time. The 
|} questions themselves are so easy 


Samples: ‘What is the 
national bird of the U. S.?’ ‘Who is 
the proud uncle of 130,000,000 nieces 


|}and nephews?’ 


. . . . . . | 
Main criticism which can be di- | 


rected against this program is that it 
lacks subsidiary build-up. After 


all, New York has over 20 stations, | 


|of which four command the bulk of 


meaning of ASPCA—American So- | 


Coming on the heels, and in between | 
a show that’s essentially a gabfest. | 





satisfactory to those who remember | 


the newspaper radio comment. 
Hence, either McCreery’s or WINS, 
or both, could well give this series 
some kind of outside boost to pyra- 
mid listening. Otherwise, ‘What's 
the Answer?’ has enough on the ball 
—and in the cash box—to hold its 
own and produce results. Edga. 


devartment | 


|‘BOOK OF THE WEEK’ 

| With Gren Rand, Dick Lewis 
Roundtable 

30 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

| Tuesday, 8:39 P.M. 

| WABY, Albany 





New educational rates credit for 
|ploughing ground heretofore’ un- 
|touched in local radio field. Stl 


| groping for most effective format. it 
jis ouestionable whether show, even 


| with changes and improvements will 
}ever have great mass appeal. How- 
|ever. for bonk readers half hour 


ought to carry interest. 
be exploited. 

; Rand. former school tescher and 
present announcer-quizzer-balleaster, 
lundertakes a role somethines like 
ithat of Lyman Bryson on ‘The Peo- 
ple’s Platform.’ 


And might 


| He has two regulars: ‘R. J. L’’ 
(Dick Lewis), literary critic of 
Hearst’s Times Union and ex-re- 


porter now on staff of Court of Ap- 
peals, and Marty Goldsmith. erst- 
i|while book reviewer for Yale Law 
| Journal. Godsmith is ‘the constant 
jreader.” Two guests join them 
| weekly. First shot had a veteran 
|Court of Appeals attache and a 
|young Fordham graduate. Second 
| stronger on names and with a more 
topical tone under discussion was to 
| bring Walter T. Brown, secretary to 
| eveenee Lehman and one-time AP 
| chief here, and Henry Enstein solici- 
|tor general of N. ¥® State. Claire 
| Booth’s ‘Europe in the Spring’ was 
|slated for analysis-comment. Sur- 
| prising that a woman is not included 
in panel. 


| Choice of book for {fnaugural, 
|‘How Green Was My Valley.’ was 
|probably not the best. Difficult 


j}even to outline. Broadcast dragged 
in spots: integration, voice differen- 
|tiation and technical side all left 
something to be desired. Rand, who 
| has a fine command of English, even 
if a bit on the pollysyllabic for ordi- 
; nary aircasting, should have taken a 
firmer hold early in the proceedings. 
Goldsmith is a fluent talker, although 


| too loud as he came through. Lewis, 
| who should drop the whiskers, also 
|knows books and writers. Two 


| copies of Miss Booth’s were offered 
| for best review of ‘How Green’ or a 
letter on whether broadcast en- 
couraged listeners to read Llwellyn’s 
| best seller, and on program sugges- 
| tions. Jaco. 
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What man doesn’t love a female audi- 
ence? But when that man is a Time- 
Buyer, it’s more than a matter of ego 
to him; it’s a matter of Repeat Busi- 
ness. And when that man is the 
Client, it’s the Life-Blood in the 
sales and success of his industry. 
For women, as provable research 
shows, control 80 to 90 percent of all 
the purchases made in America .. « 
either untie the purse-strings them- 
selves, or control the choice of the 
product. Under their madcap hats 
lies a brain so shrewd and practical 
it’s the calculating machine of the 








ntgtes Lata atatateticats’* 


nation ... as exact as any stream- 
lined cash register. 

Tell your story to more women 
».. and up, up go your sales... 
NBC RED gives you more women 
listeners than any other network 
. more sales. 
Just take a look at the figures. NBC 
RED has the first seven peak-popu- 


lar daytime programs . . 


. ». More women.. 


. the pro- 
grams women all across the country 
listen to most. And women don’t 
forget the network that brings them 
such pleasing programs. They keep 
listening right on through the day... 


~—BUT DOES 


EVERYBODY 
HAVE TO LISTEN 
TO MA PERKINS? 


Sorry, Sultan...Today, 
they're all part of the 
largest woman audience 
ever assembled in this 
country...the women who 


listen by preference to 
NBC RED Network! 


at 
oo 


keep turning back to RED stations. 

Yes, it’s a fact... for the recent 
**All County Census of Radio Lis- 
tening Habits” reveals that during 
the day the RED Network is listened 
to most by 36.9% more families than 
any other network. What’s more, at 
night 41.7% more families “listen 
most” to the RED...and that shows 
an overwhelming preference. 

So, it’s easy to see that anytime 
—morning, noon or night—is profit- 
able time ... on the RED! National 
Broadcasting Company. A Radio 
Corporation of America Service. 





Here is a find for any business sultan! MORE women...MORE sales... 
MORE profits for the man who puts his radio dollars on NBC RED 








36 RADIO 


ARIETY 


Wednesday, November 27, 1944 





PFHFFFHSFSFSFSSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSSCSSSSSSSSOSSOSOSOSCSSOSSCOSOS 


Payroll Traffic 


FESS FESSSHSFSSHFSFSSSFSFSSSEFSFEFFESFECHESSOSSESSEDOOOOH 


Washington.—Changes in person- 
nel at WOL include Harold Reed, 
forme chief control operator, 


boosted to the post of assistant chief 
engineer, Larry Geraghty, for 
mer announcer, becoming assistant 
music librarian. 

Newcomers: Robert Diehl, an- 
nouncer, formerly with WHP, Har- 
risburg, Pa.; Robert Brooks, announ- 
cer, from WKRC, Cncinnati; 
Kaplan, control operator, of WNBF, 
Binghamton, N. Y.; Robert Dalton, 
control operator, formerly in New 
York and Chicago; Carl Hess, assist- 
ant to Walter Compton; David Stick 
and Bernard Johnson, page boys. 

Ann Campbell, secretary to com- 
mercial 
who quits to marry Henry Seay of 
the commercial department late this 
month, is replaced by Margaret Wy- 
man. 


with 





Saskatoon, Sask.—Ailan Young, 
for 14 years a radio operator at 
CFQC, Saskatoon, has joined the 


Royal Canadian Air Force as a radio 
man. 





Schenectady.—Mrs. Betty Donahue 
retired for time from handling traf- 
fic at WGY, Schenectady, and Jimmy 
Connelly took over her duties. 





San Antonio — Wayman Whitley 
has been added to the announcers’ 
staff at KABC. Other additions in- 
clude Barney Wedock and Dave 
Young on the sales staff. 





New York.—Bill Harding ap- 
pointed assistant production manager 
of WINS, New York. Formerly chief 
announcer. 





Spartanburg, S. C.—Richard Pat- 
tison, former WSPA newscaster, has 
joined Indianapolis aviation appli- 
ances plant. Cliff Gray handling 
WSPA-WORD sportscast. 





Fert Worth.—Hal Thompson 
pointed director of special events at 
WFAA, Dallas and KGKO here. 
Cecil Hale appointed educational di- 
rector of both stations. 


ap- 





New York.—John Cole, formerly 
with Garner agency, St. Louis, has 
joined the Compton agency, 
York, as a radio copy writer. 





St. Louis—Lloyd Anderson has 
joined gabbing staff of KMOX. 
Comes from WHIO, Dayton, O. Suc- 
ceeds Sid Saunders who resigned to 
go to Chicago. 





Bob Hite, a gabber formerly with 
WXYZ, Detroit, and WEXL, Royal 
Oak, Mich., newest addition to gab- 
bing staff at KWK. 





Louisville—Jim Lewis, 
done some free-lance work with 
local stations, left Friday (8) to join 
WGOV, Valdosta, Georgia, in an an- 


Ray | 


manager James Fishback, | 


New | 


who has 

















The ONLY Radio 
Transmitter of this 
or greater power 
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Sieux City 
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nouncing post. 


with WIBC, Indianapolis, is a new 
addition to the WAVE announcing 
staff. Russell Pirkey, WAVE contin- 


uity, has been upped to post of news 
department head, and Bill Sherman 


has been named his assistant. 
New to the WGRC announcing 


staff are Jack Sheldon, from WCHS, | 


Charleston, W. Va. and Roy Vogel- 
man, lately of WIBA, Madison and 
WRJN, Racine, Wisc., respectively. 

Manring, 
has resigned 


Columbus—A! 
manager WHKC, 
enter another field. 
lover by Edna Morland. 


to 


Regina, Sask. — Jack Hill, an- 
nouncer with CJRM, Regina, has 
joined the Royal Canadian Ajr 
Force. He is in training in eastern 


Canada. 


Des Moines.—Mary Ingram has | 


been named head of 
traffic department. 


|} has been named head of the music 


'and transcription departments of the} 


two Des Moines stations. 





| Spartanburg, S. C.—Will H. Clews, 
Greenville (S. C.) 


joined WFBC, Greenville, as com- 
mercial manager. 
| Kansas City—New member of the 
continuity department at KCKN is 
'Philup Hannum. Comes from WMBH, 
Joplin, Mo., and will work in local 
department under Ruth Kendall. 








Denver.—James Bevimgton is the 
new transmitter engineer at KFEL. 
Bill Kilmer, announcer, moved in 
from KLO, Ogden, Utah, to KFEL. 

Edward Sproul upped from mail 
desk to assistant traffic manager at 
KOA. 

Longview, Texas—Lynn Williams, 
former announcer and program di- 
rector of the Marshall (Texas) stu- 
dios of KFRO here, has resigned to 
go with KELD, El Dorado, Arkansas. 
J. G. Turner, formerly of KFYO at 
Lubbock, Texas, will replace him. 

Greenville, S. C.—Dan Crosland 
joins WMRC, Greenville, S. C., as 
manager. W.H. Clews, classified ad- 
vertising manager, News-Piedmont 
newspapers, repiaces him as com- 
mercial manager of WFBC, Green- 
ville. 


Dick Noble, formerly 


assistant | 


His duties taken | 


Eddie Truman | 


News-Piedmont | 
'classified advertising manager, has | 


| tance 


4 Network Premieres 


+ 
+ 
+ 


Friday, Nov. 29 
Campbell Soup Co., WABC- 
CBS, 9:30-10 p.m. ‘Campbell 


Playhouse’ with Miriam Hopkins 
and Humphrey Bogart. Ward 
Wheelock agency. Director, 
Diana Bourbon. Script writers, 
John Houseman and Red Cooper. 
Originates from New York. 
Hookup, 63 stations, 





Sunday, Dec. 1 

Coca-Cola Co., WABC-CBS, 
4:30-5 p.m. ‘Music that Re- 
freshes’ with Andre Kostelanetz 
and his Orchestra, Albert Spald- 
ing, and guest soloist, John 
Charles Thomas. D’Arcy Adver- 
tising. Producer, George Zach- 
ary. Announcer, John Allen 
Wolf. Originates from New York. 
Hookup, 95 stations. 








AIR ENGINEERS 


MEET AT FCC 
DEC. § 


Washington, Nov. 26. 
Technical standards for high fre- 
quency station equipment will be 





,tackled at an informal engineering 


conference scheduled by the Federal 
Communications Commission for Dec. 
9. Manufacturers have been invited 
to discuss performance requirements 
as means of expediting development 
of frequency modulation. 

Two principal subjects are down 
for consideration. Maximum 
rating and operating power 
and performance characteristics of 
audio amplifying equipment. Com- 
mish in asking equipment makers to 
huddle with its experts explained the 
desirability of standardizing power 
ratings even though this is not 
strictly within its jurisdiction, feel- 
ing agreement 


| facture, 


This matter is of unusual impor- 
in FM 
bracket plants are not rated by the 
regulators on basis of power oOut- 
put, as are the standard transmitters. 


Service area and coverage are the 


| yardstick in determining the wattage 
‘needed by FM operators. 








| 








comments that demonstrate some of 
the station managers want to dive 
in. Part of the interest is due to a 
self-defense motive, it seems, with 
the feelers prompted by a fear that 
unless private enterprise tackles the 
job voluntarily the Federal Govern- 
ment may revive those dusty 
thoughts about a _ publicly-owned 
transmitter or apply compulsion to 
the commercial operators. 

| One specific attempt to bridge the 


land. As a starter, an announcer for 
the Ohio plant is to ramble around 
South America making recordings 
i|that will reflect the culture and 
| civilization, sending them back to 
| the U. S. for reproduction as part of 


a series of goodwill programs. Sort 
of aural travelog that will fill the 
same spot radio program-build- 


ing as film shorts do in 
j ture exhibition 
The South American look-see of 


motion pic- 


Royal’s Pan-America Idea 


Continued from page 31 


gap is being made by WGAR, Cleve- | 
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pure 


TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
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Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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William S. Paley, president of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, may be 
only the fore-runner of a radio in- 
dustry pilgrimage. Don Francisco, 
resigned. head 


and director of th 


vai 


Ad- 


e Roosevelt 


| ministration’s international radio ac- 


tivity, will trail him, spending three 
months. huddling..with South and 
Central American broadcasters, U. S. 
diplomatic representatives, and for- 
eign government officials. He's in- 
trested in finding out what kind of 
cooperation can be given the Latin 
Americans, 

While it of course will take a gen- 


eration or two, the suggestion made 
oy 


recently by the Chilean Ambassador 
on the Town Hall program — that 
the Western Hemisphere countries 
should place more educational em- 
phasis on the desirability of know- 
ing all the principal languages used 
in this part of the world at- 
tracting attention from some leaders 
in the radio field. His observation 
that tri-lingual people would have 
more intimate relations and bette 
understanding is intriguing, and may 
have some immediate effect in the 
way of encouraging stations to ex- 


periment with radio instruction 
Spanish and Portuguese, 
| noted. 


in 
| it has been 
This is a field in which the 


educators definitely could render 
service. 

No visible arrangements have 
been attempted by which U. S. 
| broadcasters would expand their 


program service to Latin America. 
For the present, the international 
DX plants will carry the burden, but 
thought is being given the possibility 
of waxing programs in Spanish and 
Portuguese. Similar to the film in- 
dustry practice of dubbing English- 
|language screen: entertainment for 
| the export trade. 
|moves in this direction 
; would be a government project, but 
| persons toying with the idea think 





commercial advertisers could be en- | 


listed once practical matters such as 
distribution were worked out. 


| Seems,’ 


| Chesterfield’s Gienn Miller. (Talent 
| cost, about $150). 


j 
| 


| Sunday afternoons. 


'afternoons and in the last Hooper 


a 


Cheap Cost Boast 


Continued from page 29 





| Pacific’s 


|'topping such expensive national 
| shows as Ivory’s ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences,’ Palmolive’s ‘Strange As It 
Camel’s ‘Al Pearce Gang,’ 
Phillip Morris’ ‘Johnny Presents’ and 








ment store using two quarter-hoyr 
Sunday newscasts on KJBS, peddleq 
$2,700 in radios in three weeks at 
radio advertising cost of $135: $900 
in towels and linen in 10 days at $70 
for radio; $600 blankets in 8 days for 
$56 worth of air, 

‘(2)—Gallenkamp Shoes -has been 
sponsoring Prof. Puzzlewit for the 
past four years on the Coast Red 
In the last three 
has ranked 
on Sunday 











this 
fourth 


program 
or fifth 


months 
third, 





power 
range; | 


will expedite manu- | 


because the upper | 


| 


of Lord & Thomas | 


Probably the first | 
in radio | 


} survey, it was fourth in S.F., falling 
‘One 
Band 


| only behind Charlie McCarthy, 
|Man’s Family’ and _ Fitch 
| Wagon. 


‘(3)—Four months ago, Langendorf 
| Bakeries introduced ‘News by John 
_B. Hughes’ at 10 a.m. on the Don Lee 
It’s Hooper rating is 
4.1 and it is tied with ‘The Gold- 
bergs’ and is ahead of such daytime 
strips as ‘Against the Storm’ (2.7), 
|*‘When a Girl*Marries’ (3.4), ‘Women 
in White’ (3.4), ‘By Kathleen Norris’ 


Coast network. 


(3.7). 





gram used only in the California 
market—Pull Over Neighbor’ spon- 
sored Monday evenings by Wilshire 
Oil until recently. The talent cost 
was Jess than the time cost but it 
‘rated 9.3, higher than Kraft Music 
'Hall, Goodwill Hour, Prof. . Quiz, 
| Ford, Ripley, etc. 

‘These are not exceptions to the 
|rule. The Standard Symphony at 
'4.9 is above Ford Symphony Hour 
‘at 44. The Union Oi) Co., with a 
‘rating of 5.7, Associated Oil, Hughes, 
|Roma Wine, all have ratings which 
|on the whole wili be abovegthe na- 
, tional average.’ 

What They Pay—And Get 

NBC’s Rhodes, delving into the 
strictly local fleld, itemized choice 
examples of what sponsors are pay- 
ing and receiving. Among cases 
analyzed were: 

Marin Dell Milk. 
night am hour against Prof. Quiz, 
National Barn Dance and Hit Parade, 
it holds top rating for all Frisco pro- 
grams at 13.3, compared to 7.4 for 
Major Bowes. Cost to sponsor, $2,000 
month, on KFRC, 
| Regal Amber Beer. Using Herb 
| Caen, local columnist, on KPO Mon- 


day nights at approximate cost of | 


$300, it rates 12.9, with agency credit- 
ing show for 60 per cent increase in 
sales fur 1940, 

Langendorf Bakeries. Using Mon- 
day night amateur show on KGO at 
cost of $2,000 month for 8.1 rating, 
this opposes Carnation Contented 
hour (5.7), Lady Esther (8) and 
Major Bowes (7.4). Show pulled 90,- 
| 000 votes in one month and on per- 


sonal trip to Napa soid every loaf of | 


Homestead bread in the city. 

Folger’s Coffee. Using news and 
Alarm Klock Klub participation on 
| KJBS costing $700, sold 8,806 pounds 
of coffee 
lected $880 in dimes. 

Borden’s Dairy. Spending $3,000 
month on KFRC for three 10-minute 
news periods daily, increased Choco- 
late milk ales 18%, buttermilk gales 
39%, and all sales 10%. 

Pacific Gas & Electric, Using two- 
hour evening concert seven days 
weekly on KYA with a Facts Con- 


s lidated rating of 12.3, disposed of | 
12,000 booklets listing month's pro- | 


gram in first 12 days of October. 
Cook Products, 
Salad 


Dressing on Ann _ Holden’s 
KGO Home Forum at $36 a week, | 
checked number of cases removed 
from warehouse of large grocery 
cnain; in five weeks, chain had dou- 
bied its orders and Cook renewed 
its air contract. 
John G. Rapp. Plugging motor 


boats with Saturday morning neéws | 
on KPO at cost of $70 reported sales | 


following initial broadcast. 


Columbia Outfitting. Smal] depart- | 


(3.2), ‘Arnold Grimm's Daughter’ 
(3.7), ‘Stella Dallas’ (4.), ‘Guiding 


Light’ (3.9) and ‘Scatergood Baines’ 


‘(4)—Here is an instance of a pro- 


With Saturday | 


in three months and col- | 


Plugging Girard’s 


WHEELING 


GC Fort Industry Manket 


Here’s 
Our OK 








—on a Seal of Serv- 
ice that counts 
when you want to 
know ! 



















OF INGORMATION 
S MEASURED BY I 





Above is the Seal of Service 
of John Blair & Co., our Na- 
tional Representatives in all 


markets, It is a selling code 
without which the salesman 
eventually dies a limpid lump 
of fat, 


Standard WWVA facts of 
service on file in all Biair of- 
fices are RELIABLE and true 
to performance. When special 
information for a specialized 
job is requested it goes to 
Blair, or advertiser, void of 
all artificial glitter, Not just 
anythi to get the order but 
RELIABLE information that 
| 


must stand or fall on ita true 
merit, 


Thus have we grown to 
stand alongside of those who 
say what they mean and mean 
what they say, 





BLAIR Represents Us 
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9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 





THE MARTINS 


HUGH — PHYLIS — RALPH — JO-JEAN 
Featured on “TEXACO STAR THEATRE” 
CBS, Wednesdays — 9 to 10 P.M., EST 
Vocal Arrangements and Direction by HUGH MARTIN 


Personal Management: FRED STEELE 


Sulte 604 





COlumbus 5-214% | 
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NO SPEECHES AT 
RADIO'S 20TH 
BIRTHDAY 


Washington, Nov. 26. 

ace-setting celebration of com- 
recta broadcasting’s 20th birthday 
drew Federal officials, members of 
Congress, and leaders in radio, ad- 
vertising, civic, religious and educa- 
tional circles to a big anniversary 
dinner tonight (Tuesday). Sponsors 





| 








Radio Prominently To 


Fore at Speech Meeting; — 


Blevins Davis Presides 


For the first time, the subject of | 
radio will be on the agenda for | 


study and discussion at the annual | 
convention of the American Educa- | 
tion Theatre Assn. and National | 
Teachers of Speech, to be held in | 
Washington. Radio session will take | 
place Dec. 31, with Blevins Davis, of 
NBC, as chairman. Convention will 
last four days and is expected to 
draw 750 delegates. 


Speakers at the radio forum will 
be Dr. Franklin Dunham, June Hynd 





by local transmitters, the three net-|and Anita Barnard, all of NBC; Ted 
works, the National Association of | Malone, who conducts the ‘Between 
Broadcasters, the Radio Manufactur- | Book-Ends’ and ‘American Pilgrim- 
ers Association and the Electric In-| age’ programs, and John Latouche, 


stitute. Soiree attended by several 
hundred at the Willard. 


With radio and night club per- | 


formers providing entertainment, 
speechless festivities 
cial-events program arranged by 


network program directors and an 


i 


scripter and playwright. 





‘Brush Creek Follies’ of KMBC. 


included spe-| Kansas City, returns to the CBS net 


as a sustainer beginning Dec. 7. | 


Show is year round but cut during | 


extra American Forum of the Air | football season. It resumes its reg- 


stunt at which radio’s accomplish- 
ments and place in the economic 
and social life were debated. 

Brief remarks on the significance 


' 


| 


of the celebration, by Neville Miller, | 


and reading of President Roosevelt’s 
message congratulating the industry 
were the only typical banquet touch- 
es. The Forum arranged by Theo- 
dore Granik and carried by Mutual, 
was technically separate from the 
celebration, although participants 
were all at the head table. They in- 
cluded Miller, FCC chairman James 
L. Fly, Dr. Samuel M. Cabot, secre- 
tary of the Federal Council of 
Churches; Rev. Michael J. Ready, 
secretary of the National Catholic 
Welfare Council, and Rabbi Edward 
Israel; Mrs. Harold V. Milligan of the 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, and 
Quincy Howe of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

Entertainment, emceed by Jay C. 
Flippen, included John Charles 
Thomas, Metropolitan Opera bari- 
tone; Ramona; Howard and Shelton, 
and Johnny Messner’s orchestra. Big 
birthday cake was wheeled in before 
the show and dancing started, while 
ice cream was served up in radio set 
moulds. 


Set New Orleans, Chi 
Meetings of NBC Execs 


And Station Directors 


First two meetings of a total of 
six to be held during the season are 
scheduled on behalf of the Publie 
Interest Program division of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. First meet- 
ing will be this Friday (29) at the 
Roosevelt Hetel, Orleans A 








New 








gathering of local NBC educational 
program dir@éctors will meet James 
Rowland Angell, Walter Preston, | 
Jr.. Wilfred Roberts, Judith Waller, 
William Kostka and possibly Ken 
Dyke, all of the New York head- 


quarters save Miss Waller. 

For a Chicago meeting the follow- 
ing Tuesday (3) at the Drake Hotel 
other NBC personages now 
uled to be present additionally 
clude Franklin Dunham, 
Pierce from the Pacific Mar- 
garet Cuthbert, Lewis Titterton, Bill 


Hedges and Bill Webb. 


Jennings 
area, 


sched- | 
in- | 


Subsequent NBC meetings will be 


staged in Los Angeles and Seattle 
‘probably in February) and in At- 
lanta and Boston, the latter at the 
lume of the National Education As- 
sociation convention. 

NBC began the practice last year 
of bringing station representatives 
and network officials together 
gional to stimulate public 
interest programs and the exchange 
of practical data on techniques and 
experiences. 


it re- 


meetings 


Miss Scarborough’s Chore 
San Antonio, Nov. 26 
_ Frances Scarborough, educational 
airector of KTSA here. was desig- 
nated by CBS in New York to plug 
the importance of radio in education 
when the Texas State Teachers met 
Mm convention in Fort Worth from 
Nov. 21 to 23. Department of State 
at Washington, D. C., entered the 
picture with an address by Henry F. 
Grady, assistant Secretary of State. 





Garnett Marks at WKRC 


Cincinnati, Nov. 26. 


Garnett Marks, former sports an- | 


nouncer on WABC, New York, and 
voice dubber on Paramount news- 
reels for the past year, started Mon- 
day (25) as newscaster on WKRC. 


the Times-Star station and Mutual 


| 


eee eeeen eee ewewnnewer 


affiliate. 
He is spotted at 6 and 16:30 p.m. 


daily except Sunday. 


"Pewee neee es 


ular spot on Saturday afternoons at 
1:30. 








the air is fairly blue with 
making haze. 


We'll blow some your wa 
puffs from The Cowles Stations . 
voices in the middlewest that cover Amer- 
ica’s Money Belt like a smoke screen from 


Cowles 


KRNT * KSO « 


> The 


WMT * 













TIME 
EYEING LATIN 
RADIO 


Time Magazine is thinking about 
going after the Latin-American mar- 


ket in regard to circulation and ad- 
vertising and there has beep talk in 
that organization about using short- 
wave broadcasting for exploitation 
purposes in that direction. 

The whole thing is merely in the 
exploring stage. If the project goes 
through it will be the first time that 
a publication has tied in with Amer- 
ican shortwave on a commercial 
basis. In its early years Time was 
a fairly consistent user of network 
radio, 





June Hynd joins the NBC dele- 
gation attending the network af- 
filiate educational meeting Friday 
(29) in New Orleans. 
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| New York—In connection with National Art Week (Nov. 25-29), WOR 
| had even landscape artists at the station’s transmitter at Carteret, N. J,, 
| to do paintings of the surrounding scenes. Description of the event and 
interview with the daubers was broadcast Monday (25). 


Brooklyn—Walter ‘Red’ Barber, who announced the Brooklyn Dodgers’ 
baseball games over WOR last summer, was given the Brooklyn Young 
' Men’s Chamber of Commerce award as ‘the young man who has made the 
largest civic contribution for the betterment of Brooklyn.” Presentation 
| was made on Barber's ‘Battle of the Boroughs’ program Sunday (24) over 
| WOR. Somehow, the station’s publicity department found out about it. 

Until two months ago WGY was program-managed by NBC. WGY’s 


relationship to NBC now is merely that of an affiliate. 
| 


San Francisco—Art Linkletter asked woman on his Mutual network 
| quizzer here if she believed half of what she read in the papers. Stopped 
| the show for 30 seconds by quipping, ‘I don’t read that much.’ 


| Minneapolis—When George Jacobson and Alfred Lennon, engineers, were 


| cold and hungry at the WDGY transmitter, snowed in during the worst 
| blizzard to hit these parts in years, WCCO, an opposition station, was 
asked to broadcast a plea for help. In response to the WCCO appeal, Jack 
| Carrol] of St. Louis Park rushed to the rescue, fighting his way through 
snowdrifts to take coffee, food and~winter underwear to the pair. The 
next day a letter arrived at WCCO addressed ‘WDGY, care of WCCO, 
| Minneapolis, Minn.’ 
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gM RINKS 


WILL YOU SELL IT ? 


TO MEN who know tobacco 
pipe that where there’s smoke, there's sales 

Here in America’s Money Beit, where 
each year folks spend more than ninety 
million dollars to turn tobacco into smoke, 


best, it’s a 


Hills. 


this money 


vy with a few 


.. four than ever. 








the rolling Mississippi to the rangy Black 


This broad, fertile land is also a rich, 
ripe market for you who sell drugs, foods, 
beverages, cosmetics, soaps and dozens of 
other things. And. now, with business and 
agricultural conditions better than ever, 
Money Belt people will be buying more 


Use The Cowles Stations, in America’s 
Money Belt, where sales are smoking hot 


Staion 


WNAX- 
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WHICH OF THESE 
DO YOU SELL? 


Estimated Annual 
Retail Tobacco Sales 


in America’s Money Belt 


wee $13,738,148.93 
. «+ 59,219,534.00 

Chewing & Snuff 5,324,353.37 
Smoking Tob.. 12,691,425.38 


Cigars 


Cigarettes 

























: al .....$90,973,461.68 ; 

CEDAR RAPIDS DES MOINES DES ce sTONx TON Total ° $90,9 
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Frisco Renewals Bullish; Plenty 
Plugs for KYA’s ‘Superman’, NBC 


San Francisco, Nov. 26 
Radio's major job in Frisco 1e | 
moment seems concentrated on re- 
awakening the general public's in- 

terest in the subject, with NBC pai 
ticularly seizing every opporiunily 
to exploit its new building via press 
and ether. Stunts this week in- 


cluded induction of Frisco’s exclusive 


‘Feathermerchant’s Club’ members as 


a unit of the Sidewalk Superintend- | 
ent's Club and playbacks of two on- | 
the-spot welcomes for NBC engi- 
neers, Thomas Phelan and O. B. Han- 
son, recorded at Oakland mole on 
diiferent days. 

KYA is making its major mer- 


chandising effort in behalf of ‘Super- | 


an,’ placed by Botsford, Constantine 
for Skippy Peanut Buiter, 
in 15 theatres, display ads 
stuff ing 40.090 


m 
& Gardner 
with slides 


in tl of 


le papers, 
copies of Superman and Action 
Comic mags, delivery truck banner 
market tieups, etc. 
Renewals were bullish, Sunnyvale 
Packing taking another year of ‘Bes 
Buy’ on KFRC for Rancho Soups. 


Standard Oi! extending iis daily NBC 
time-spots 52 weeks, and Pacific Gas 
& Electric okaying nightly two- 
hour concert on KYA through 1942. 
Same station hypoing kid interest 
by offering a live silver fox pup 
a letier-writing contest closing Sut- | 
urday (30). <ROW has cornered | 
one portion of the sport-fan audience 
with exclusive airings of ice hockey 


its 


for this area. 

KFRC: Pocket Books, Inc., through | 
Schwab & Beatty, 30 one-ninute 
spots: Sunnyvale Packing (Rancho 


soups), through Lord & Thomas, 112 
five-minute ‘Bess Buy’ programs 
(live), five days weekly: Transport 
Moto: through Stack-Gol 
14 spots: Denalan (dental cleanser), 
through Rufus Rhoades, six 


KSFO: C 


(autos), ple, 


spots 


ompagnie Parisienne (per- 


fume), through Northwest Radio, 
Seattle. six five-minute spots; Par 
Soap, through Tomaschke - Elliott, 
Oakland. six participations, ‘House- 
wives League’; Day-Night Water 
Heater Co., through Hixson-O’Don- 
nell, L. A., six spots weekly, 52 
weeks: Bekins Van & Storage, 
through Brooks, L. A., six spots 
weekly, 52 weeks: Moore’s Clothing 
through Long Advertising, two 100- 
word spots: J. A. Folger (coffee), 
through Raymond Morgan, Holly- 


wood, quarter-hour 
*Today’s Best Buys’ 


weekly, 52 weeks, 
(renewal). 





in | 





o--—- 


AUTO DEALERS BOOST 
K.C. LOCAL UNITS 


Kansas City, Nov. 26. 
Biz on the incline this week em- 
phatically, continuing what has more 


or less been the trend since early fall. | 
| Besides the reesuler trend, Christmas 
season is beginning to make itself 
felt. though not like it w !] in a fort- 
night 
Week of intensive demonstratins 
ond nlugging by automobile dealers, 
in lieu of the regular annual arto, 
show, has meant considerable to the 
radio stations as the air came in for | 
ts shore of the ad budgets. 
Tn Kansas City. Kansas, outbreak 
f a price war between cleaning and | 


yveing companies has broveht-batch 
ness directly to KCK? 


KCKN: Summit Cleaner, five-min- 


1f hy 





uf® news periods seven times per 

*k and a daiiv anrouncement for 
ane year, vnieced direct: Crothers 
Cleane dailv rnnouncement for 
ore year, placed direct: Daniels 
Cleaners, two announcements daily | 
for one vear. niaced direct: Armecorst 


, Motor Co., 52 announcements during 
the week, fa aced direct. 


s “Nov. 


Netw ork 
Units 
6.417 
6.502 

—1.3% 
(ineluded 

WDA, 


5’ 
National Total 
Spot Units Units | 
6.046 6.210 13 
§ 800 6.105 
}-4.2° 1.7% 
KCKN, KCMO, KITE 
WtiB) 


3 ompared to - Nov. 


‘Local 
Units 


lek) 


<vra 
+ 1.4% 
KMABC, 


| WWL. N. 0. New Biz 


New Orleans, 

‘Jingle Jamboree, 
Elmer's Candy Co. of this has 
been renewed for 13 weeks over 
WWL. New contract calls for half | 
hour on Sunday evenings to replace 
early afte show Ed Hoerner 
replaces Dupre, recently 
upped to program director, as mas- 
ter of ceremonies, with Don Lewis 
handling commercials. 

Falstaff Brewing Co. will sponsor 
ringside broadcasts of boxing shows 
at semen arena over WWL 
Monday ghts 

hotel 


Nov. 26. 
sponsored by 
city, 


noon 


Henry 


on 


Roosevelt has signed for six 
‘shows a week at 10:45 p. m. over 
WWL. Show, entitled ‘Take a Letter’, 
will include George Riley, manager 
of hotel. 


i last 
| flation, 


Station Clients Get Free 


WEBR Sustainer Ducats 


Baltimore, Nov. 26. 

Purnell Gould, sales director of 
WFBR,. inaugurated a new twist for 
audience participation programs this 
week by turning over all studio tick- 
eis for sustaining Sports Quiz half 
hour to personnel of accounts using 
statior 

One client a week is allotted ad- | 
mission tickets for siudio show 
which includes qu entertainment 
and opportunity to win cash and 


merchandise prize 


Detroit Drifts In 
Pre-Holiday Lul'; 
Total Gains 0.47) 


Nov 
to normal 
political in- 


Detroit, 
vesled back 
following the 


26. 
Having sti 
week 
keel 


continuing on a level 


here showed no perceptible change, 
with network making a slight in- 
crease and local and national spot 
biisiness practieally standing still. 
The total unit change here for the 
entire week stood at only 97 

With the Christmes buying season 
launched officially here with the J. L. 


Hudson Comvenyv snonsored Santa 


Vie } - 


Web Overflow Boon 


For Seattle Indies 
Seattle, Nov. 26. 


The picture here {s_ generally 
a with the local figure gradu- 
ally climbing as new accounts “board 
the band wagon. Inrdependent sta- 


tions are cashing in on 


turndowns of | 
majors because of commitments. 


_ Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 | 
| Netw ork Local National Total | 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
5,625 10,823 746 17,194 
5,590 10,754 748 17.092 
+0.6° + 0.6% —0.3% +-0.6°% 


KPO: Standard Oi) of California. pieTK, nr ee (included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
through McCann-Erickson, two spots = 
dailv. 52 weeks (renewal); Mission 
Packing (candied fruits), through 0Ca om S 
Dana Jones, L. A., 14 spots: Pacquin, 

Inc hand cream), through William | 
Esty. eo Y.. 190 spots; Potter Drug & | 
( cal (Cuticura), through Ather- a c 4 
ton & Currier, N. Y., 624 svots mits /Q)9 ISeS 0 
through October, 1941; Wood Bri- | 
quets. Inc. (Presto Logs), throug! _ 
Emil Reinharat kiand, 156 spots; 
. ei 4, s | sele Tov. 26 throuch Stodel os a er 

John Browning & Co. (jams, jellies), . 108 A igeles, Nov. 26. [ ne. St del Adv. Agency; Ninth 
+) Emil Reinhardt, 25 spots: Althou sh the five important sta- Church of Christ, Scientist, one-hour 
Pur Corp. (hieacher). throuch | 0ns in the Los Angeles area en-| program 
Tord & Thoma T A f : partic ioyed a boos in network units dur- | KHJ: Fels & Co . 78 qu rter-hour 
pat ance Poco ey” g ti yeek just closed, local and} programs, through S. E Rot verts Adv 

y é itional spot units showed a decided} Agency; Midnight lission eicht 

KGO Austin Studios (pne ys) ee ; ot 34 | , 4 r ent 
0 -— 1 n op Hardest hit were local units,! quarter-hou1 programs. through 

hi Marwood, » wes, pots: am . wna. Ge he *}. “PS 1. ee = 
Washireton Co-op Egg & Poultry Oe SOP See ee , Glasser Adv. Agency; Radio Bibl 
a. , ‘Bir , a s therpagyet A Not from ‘departments of missing! School, 52 half-hour programs, 

A Raila 8 ere “a at “ “9 | business,’ but from ‘departments of| through Myrl M. Cole Adv. Agency: 
~ ( ) . wee thes ad a Home nropable pu € came $12,000; Broadway Depar tment Store, six 

) roduc bh. 5 id irth of traffic for Columbia’s KNX pot announcements vot ) Adver- 

dressing). through Ruf Ri ae = 
through Rul Rhoades, | Figuring heavily in the amount was) tising Arts Agency: John 

‘ sas a rut » Benson Shop practicall non-, Co., 39 participation il Norma 

| Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 A t cnain OF WOMer ecial- | Young’s ‘Happy Hor through 

= . ; : ike i ial H ~=+ Vik — ild Inc ° 

Network Local Natiox Total ; , ' ( 1 ‘ 11) Ep, 

Units Units Spx Units Unit ) te re a het n 
, +1 . ‘ 
11,225 3876 2.347 146 ‘FWB i 
< . i a. i i KI \ I é 
1,23: 3,883 2.291 17.409 4 + a ' 
» or € ¢ . s A { ) + ¢ 
0.2 2.4 0.2 Di-M Glo ¢ for 208 gq ute transcrivtio ) Dear 
= : ‘ ait "Ene Withit Jone Co.: Sseru ( 156 a 
. t 4 C006 H ( CK 10 — 4 = 
fi ( co ry ) . ; ~ Mm 
KSEFO) \ . ce " I ome Agen & Co., 150 
4 A Le oe iy-r ra part yy me yn 
Nati | Bank, 1] time igna White A Bake ke a 
‘ ‘ y 1 : 4 . bs “c- 
Pitt b sh R i through Dana Jon¢ a: Washi 8- | hook rough J Walte Tho y 
i $ ur! epor $ j}ton State Apple Advertising Com- Co 
mis sion, 24 part cipations “3 the KEC 4: Mission Packing Co. 25 
Pittsburg o- | Fletcher Wiley combination, through one-minute — trans< riptions, through 
ittsburgh, Nov. 26. | 1 Walter Thompson: Sears. Roebuck : 

New biz r te aot eee ars th ess eas Thompson; Sears, Roebuck | Dana Joi Co.; United States Play- 

Bal pe reported last week at) & Co., 52 100-word announcements,| ing Card Co., 76 one-minute tran- 
WCAE follows: through The Mayers Co.; C. H.| scriptions, throuch J. Walter Thomp- 

Pacguin Co... 100-word announce- Baker Shoes, 18 participations in son Co.: Bimini Baths. 52 50-word 
ments, twice daily five times week- | Fletcher Wiley, through Sidney Gar-| announcements, through Western 
ly for 13 weeks, through Wm. Esty.| finkel Adv. Agency; California) Advertising Agency: Hammond In- 

Bell Telephone Co., 10 announce- Grown Sugar Group, 156 participa- strument Co., 27 one-minute tran- 
ments, direct. tions Fleicher Wiley combination, | scriptions, through George H. Hart- 

Cluett-Peabody, Morning Express through Botsford, Constantine &' man Co. 

articipati ix times weekly fur , Gardner; Be Shops, 156 partici-| 7 wx 39 au . ; cies 
part cipation six times week ly for Gard er; Benson Shops, 156 partic Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 
&2 weeks, through Young-Rubicam.' pations in 11 p. m. news, through Sak issal taal 
Reid Murdoch Co., two morning Sidney Garfinkel. siete siete ene ane Total 
: : rss a ; he ae ; Unit Units Spot Units Units 
Express announcements, daily six KFWB: Firmbuilt Clothing Co., 13 19.127 8 879 1.995 Bs 
. 6 < _~ . wt, het VOe alate : ) 
times weekly for 52 weeks, through ; spots, through The Mayers Co.; Di- pan : ~ a ; 23,014 
Rogers-Smith. 'Mon-Glo Co., 208 quarter-hour — ] L, oy eee 29,268 
- _ ; / 22.2% 3 —8,.9% 
Chrysler Pgh. Co., Thursday sta-; through Ted Dah! Agency; Central Hk neh ‘ ON 8.9 
ye . : i ‘ee newes (Inelu ix . KEL KEWL, KHJ 
tioh break for four weeks, direct. | Chevrolet Co., 15 one-minute ET’s,| xxx) = id, 


this week found Detroit still! 
Figures | 


' 


Account 


Barbasol & Bost Toothpaste.. 
Beaumont Labs. (Four Way 


Ce eR “os ceeekecawen ..H. W. Kastor.. 
itn See ACA oskeeenete es Biow Co. 
Campana Sales ....ccceccoces Aubrey, Moore 
Cudahy Packing .........+++.--Erwin, Wasev 
Dill Co. (Espotabs) ........... Herbert Slifer 
J. H. Filbert (Vegetable 

Margarine) Keeseedecunene .-..-Courtland Ferguson 
Fleer’s Double Bubble ‘Gum. re a Re ee 


French Lick Springs Hotel. 
W. T. Grant Co.. ss oe 


Agency 
American Dairy Assn........... Lord & Thomas 
American Fruit Growers....... Walker 
. Erwin, 


Wasey 


..-- Ruthrauff & Ryan 
...Max Goldberg 


19tu 


es 


Active National Spot Accounts 


(According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 
Market Cities’) 


Time Purchase, 


eee er eeeees -Annouw: 


Station Brea'rs 
& Downing .=..... Announceme; 


, 


Announcement, 


cements 
.Announc ements 

& Wallace 
Cut-in Announcements 


seer eeeeeee 


.Announcements, 


S 


.Part icipations 
-Announcemen} 


nS 


Announcements 


pois 
Announcements 


M Hour ‘ 


H-B Cough Drops........... ..Horton-Noyes ...... Temperature Reports 
Household Magazine ..........Prespa, Fellers & Presba........14 Hours 
Little Crow Milling (Coco- 

WROREED 6 ncdescncccccccccscc SEEN Gt CURED 0 i5 dncdag sce ooo. 44 Hours 
Diorton Meee CM. .o doace ees 0¥ss Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap 5-Min 
Naticnal Brewing ............. D, Stuart Webb......... . Boxing Bouts 
Nerth Am. Accident Insurance... Franklin Bruck ............. 5-Min 
Pacquins Hand Cream ........ a a CS ere .Announcemet its 
tee rere .... romaschke-Elliott .....4.. Announcements 
Pemtat TORO 65460 ccesnvser Biow Co. .... weeee- Lime Signals, Sno 
Reid, Murdoch (Monarch Foods) Rogers & Smith. Skea ak on ee Announcemen? 
Rum & Maple Tobacco Corp... Arthur Rosenberg ............ ..44 Hours 


i\Claus parate on Thanksciving, and, 
Michigan observing the earlier date, 
it will mean an extra week of shop- 
ping buvine on the air waves. Next 
week should start showing the sea- | 
sonal push from the department 
| stores. 
Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 | 
Netw ork Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units) 
9218 11.791 4.644 25.753 
9.213 11.810 4.633 25.656 
Dy ie 0.2% +-0.2°% 0.4% 
(Included: CKI.W. WARK. WIR, WMBC. | 
WWI, WNYZ) 


| Carson, 


| quarter-hours 
|store, and KFEL signed the South | 


| —s from 


Safeway Stores ... 


..J. Walter 


Thompson. 


Participation 


Announcements 


Sears, Roebuck ...... ccccccee.- Frederic W. Ziv..........Announcements 
Seven-Up Bottling Co. ......... Hamblett Agency ........... ..1§ Hours 
Bit GG, ci cks csi weeeeeee- Dd. D. Tarcher, Time Signals, Temperature 

Reports, Participations 


Southern Pacific Railroad... 
a 
Sweetheart Soap ..... cece, 
U. S. Playing Card Co......... 
Vick’s Cough Drops ......... 
Wesson Oil & Snowdrift..... 


"Klinger 
.. Franklin 
.J. Walter 


Adv... 
Bruck 

Thompson. . 
..Morse International... 


.. Fitzgerald Adv. 


Announcements 
Announcements 
14, Hours 
.. Announcements 

.. Announcements 
-eeeee es Announcements 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 





Store City 


Bonmarche Dept. Store......... Seattle 
Broadway Dept. Store..........Los Angeles....Announcements, 
Chicago 
Seattle 

..Ssan Antonio 


gis | ee 
Rhodes Dept. Store....... 
Wolff- Marx Dept. Store. o6Cbe6 


Civic Assn. aay 
5. Denver Shopping 


Center Via KFEL 


Denver, Nov. 26. 

KLZ topped the list of sales this 
week with 186 quarter-hours to a 
furniture store; KOA renewed for 135 
with a 
Denver Civic Association for 26 
quarter-hours to be used in a month, 
and boosting the South Denver shop- 
ping section. It’s the first time: such 
an amount of time has been bought 
by a shopping center here. 

KOA: Joslin Dry Goods Co., 
through Raymond Keane; 135 quar- 
ter-hours, ‘Inquiring Reporter’ re- 
the store; Red Dot Oil 


f 


|Co., through Ted Levy, 25 announce- 


+ 
ments: 


Standard Motor Co., through 
Max Goldberg, 26 announcements. 


KFEL: South Denver Civie Asso- 
ciation, through Ted Levy, 26 quar- 
ter-hours remoted from South Den- 


ver shopping section, 
O-Kwiz’; Kendrick & 
through Walter Eha, 12 announce- 

Anchor Garage, six announce- 


using ‘Wheel- 


ments; 


ments; Broadmoor Country Club, two 
announcements daily, one month; 
Compagnie Parisienne, through 
Northwest Radio, five minutes daily 
xcept Sunday, two weeks: Interstate 
Radio & Supply, daily announce 
nents, one month; Silver Auto & 
Radio Supply Co. through Max 
Goldberg, two spots daily, one mont! 
Rocky Mountain Shopping Guide, 50 


imnouncements: and participating 
innounceme! “rs to Pratt’s Boulevard 
Stables, It’s Eddy’s It, J. Durbin Sur- 
gical § Supply, Busch Jewelry Co.. 
Crystal Laundry, Empire Cleaners 
and Dyers, Elk Coal Co., Hoskins- 
Beatty Oldsmobile Co., Automatic 
Coal Burner Co., B. & E. Market. | 
Crystal Coal Co., Hotel Lancaster. 


Last Dollar Inn, Central Filling Sta- 
tion, Gross Finance Co., W. T. Grant 
Co., Kris Upholstery Co., My Blue 
Heaven, Brown Battery & Electrical 





department |all the stations are in excellent 


Bellamy, | 


Time Purchase: 


CHI PLODDING. 
BUT SKEDS Ok 


Busines 


|} accounts, 


as the pe 
ues to rer 
WGN: 


ments, SI 


Joseph 


15 


Rogow; 
station b 
Monday 
Aubrey 
Joh 


rent six ft 


to 


WMAQ: 
news pe! 
ns 
WIND 
pel 


ur 
vv € S age 


throug 


30-minute 
e acquil 
‘Make Be 
This make 
half 
through 


hour 


Entire 
kind, 
which pre 
ly 


sic 


classical 
11:30 


| Network 


| 


Co.. Auditorium Book Store, Ben- 
nett’s. Coffee Shop, and Conroy | 
Realtor. 
Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 1 | 
Netw ork Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
8,240 4,512 1,618 14,370 | 
8,145 4.517 1,529 14,i91 
i.a° —0.1% +-§.8% 1.3% 
(included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


Units 

9825 

9.800 

0.3% 

‘ Inelu l d 
WJJv, 


ak of radio bill 
main j 
Jests, 


Katz: 


m 


W 
\ 
y 


Ori * 


-Coodman 


one - mit 


Service 
deal 


Joie 


full-hour 
for Service Drugs. 
Lover 


each 


Wi», 


Nov 


o}i 


Chicago, 
s is slowing down 
but 


ngs c 
n the future 

one-minute ann 
x times weekly, t 
Chicago Printed 
linutes 


through 


weeks, 


llian 
amnmn CeVien 
through Friday, 
Moore & Wallace 
igar Co., daily a 
imes weekly, throug 


reak 


agency 

Olson Rug Co., 15 
iods three 
*resba, 
Clothiers, 15 
Sunda 
National Reme 


Ka 
iod on 
icy. 
jute an 


hrough the K 


of a pour 
Dance! at 

s a total of « 

s weekly cn ‘the 
Drugs. 
through ' 2 
e & Morgan agencs 
viously signatured a 
program on 
This 
s’ Program’ 
recordings 
night. 


iting? 
S$ivi0on 


1: 
lieve 


is 


: ¢+hp 
Is cle 


from 


National 
Spot Units 
11,022 
11,23 
—1.9 
WENR, 
W MAQ) 


Local 
Units 
6.050 
6,009 
0.7% 
WBBM, 


WN, 


three times w 
Burt 


times we 


Fellers & Pres 


wmounce 


this st 


consistin 


10:5 


? 


~ 


in 


the time schedules 


t 


sn 


44 Hout 
1, Hours 


as Soren soe .. Announcements 
Seka eoa were resseces BOD 


ihe ceumsadswune Announcement 


t 


yricit 


uN 


iro 


Sti 


es, 


sor Cundy Co., 


Gi 


¥ 

ne 
" 
} 


Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 


To 


eek 


tal 


Units 


ye 


oD 
ied 


BY 
} 
, 
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~~ Won't Divulge Product’s Name 





Time buyer for an agency, which makes a practice of shrouding the 
account involved in deep secrecy, had asked a station rep to inquire 
of a station on his list as to what spots it had available for a chain- 


break announcement campaign, 


The rep explained that his station 


would prefer to know what the product was so that it could make sure 
there wouldn't be any conflict on this angle. 

The time buyer went into a telephonic huddle with the head of the 
agency’s radio department, and then advised the rep that the product 


could not be revealed. 


When the rep persisted in his inquiry, the 


buyer remarked, ‘Well, ali I can tell you is that it is sold in grocery 
stores; it’s not a breakfast food and it’s not soap.’ 
‘I’ rejoined the rep, ‘ask you for information and you ask me to 


play charades.’ 


Pp. S.: The rep didn’t get the name of the product. 








NATIONAL SPOT 


SAN ANTONIO 
HIGHLIGHT 


San Antonio, Nov. 26. 


With additional football games 
carried over the Thanksgiving week- 
end, together with spot announce- 
ment campaigns started by several 
local stores, biz continues to rise 
here. National spot made best 
strides, for a gain of 8.3%. 

Walter Zahrt, merchandise man- 
ager of WOAI, spent the week in 
Houston on station biz. 

WOAI: Ed Auge Packing Co., 
through Coulter-Mueller-Grinsted, 13 
100-word announcements; Griffin 
Manufacturing Co., through Ber- 
mingham, Castleman & Pierce, one 
year’s renewal of quarter-hour news- 
cast on Mon., Wed. and Fri.; Pig 
Stands, Inc., one additional spot for 
13 weeks; Mangels Dress Shop, two 
announcements per day; Rev. B. P. 
Hill, one half-hour each Sunday for 
‘Religious Service.’ 

KABC: ‘The Voice of Liberty’ with 
Gabrie] Heatter for Macfadden Pub- 





lications, Ine., twice weekly com- 
mentary through Mutual network; 
the Beyer Co., 190 announcements 
for their radio sale; Home Supply 


Corp., renewal of spot campaign; San 
Antonio Florists Association, 50 spot 
innouncements used on Mon., Tues. 
and Wed.; Singer Sewing 
Co., one year’s spot campaign; Gen- 
eral Oldsmobile Co., 18 spot an- 
nouncements heralding the appear- 
ance here of the Death Drivers; Bob 
Clay’s Death Drivers, 50 spot an- 
nouncements on their appearancs 
here; Terpezone Institute, two spot 
announcements daily for 15 weeks; 
Mangles Department Store, 15 spot 
announcements during the week; 
Owl Radiator Co., one spot on the 
newscasts, daily for 30 days; Seekatz 
Drive-in, 10 announcements; San 
Pedro Iceland, 30 spot announce- 
ments; Toudouze Furniture Co., one 


pot announcement per day for one 
month: Joske Bros. Store, 30 addi- 
tional announcements; La Da Meer 
Beauty Salon, quarter-hour studio 


program for 17 Juanita 


Good, ‘Society 


Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 


weeks with 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,775 9,292 1,195 18,262 
7,635 9,109 1,103 17,847 

+18% L2% 133% 2.3% 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 


WOAI) 


MILWAUKEE PURRS AS 
MARKET PRESTIGE UP 


Milwaukee, Nov. 26. 
With WISN granted a power in- 
Crease by the Federal Communica- 


+} Ac ‘ . . 
“ions Commission to 5,000 watts day 


and night (it previously was allowed | 


1,000 watts by day and 250 at night), 
WTMJ increasing its plant jacilities 


to the extent that its claimed invest- 
ment in radio exceeds $500,000, and | 


WEMP signed up as an outlet for 
the NBC Blue network, execs of all 
three local kilocycle cabins are in 
jubilant mood, All three agree 1940 
has been the biggest year they ever 
had and look forward optimistically 
to 1941, 

After waiting a year and a half, 
WISN this past week received the 
FCC go-ahead on its plans for 
stronger coverage of its area, and 
'S proceeding at once with a big ex- 
Pansion plan embracing the construc- 
tion of four huge towers for a .di- 
rectional antenna system and build- 
Ings to house transmission equipment 
on a 40-acre site just acquired. Op- 
eration on a frequency of 1150 in- 


Stead of 1120 is expected to start by 
farly spring. 








DES MOINES RALLIES 


Local in Strong Comeback After 
26% Drop—Others Ditto 








Des Moines, Nov. 26. 
Des Moines made a comeback this 
week, punching out gains in all cate- 
gories. Most spectacular recovery 


was local biz, which after skidding | 


to a 26% loss last time, rallied 


strongly and hopped the hurdle for 


a 6.8% gain. 





| Nev. 23 Compared te Nov. 16 





Nctwork Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,910 3,256 3,410 14,576 
7,950 3,047 3,324 14,321 

—0.5% 4+-6.8% +2.6% +18% 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, W1IO) 


0,000 FOR WBAL 
DUE IN MARCH; 
UNITS. OFF 


Baltimore, Nov. 26. 
Figures are down here, but indi- 








| hour 
Goods, 13 five-minute programs; Hall | 


SALT LAKE COASTS 


Small Web and Local Gains—Nat’l 
Spot Drops 





Salt Lake City, Nov. 26. 
Nothing much new here this week. 
but indications are that expected 
Christmas biz will up totals next 
time. 
KDYL: HiLand Dairy, 16 quarter- 
programs; Shapiro Travel 


Rogers Restaurant, 13 fifty-word an- 
nouncements; Sherwin - Williams 





Paint Store, four 25-word tie-in an- 
nouncements; Wolfe’s Dept. Store, 
17 Gift Selector participations; Pe- 
terson’s Appliance Store, 28 one- 
minute announcements; Radio Stu- 
dios, 16 Gift Selector participations: 
Ecker Studios, eight Gift Selector 
participations; J. Rex Hamilton Ins., 
26 tie-in announcements to Murray 
| City program:Road Service Garage, 
13 Inquiring Reporter participations; 
Pingrees, twenty-six 25-word an- 
nouncements; Peter Pan Cafe, twen- 
ty-six 25-word announcements. 
KSL: Arthur Frank Company 
(men’s clothiers), series of 100 fifty- 
word announcements; W. H. Bintz 
Company, series of 13 fifty-word 
spots; Auerbach Dept. Store, series 
of 50-word spots, five per day; 


Latches Cafe, series of 26 fifty-word | 


| spots; Smith Bros. Cough Drops, 
| through J. D. Tarcher Co., series of 
76 twenty-five word spots; Philadel- 
phia News, through Albert Kercher 
Company, series of five five-minute 
spots; Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer, 
through Donahue & Coe, five day- 
| time and two nightime fifty-word 
| spots for film, ‘Escape’; Railway Ex- 
press, through Caples Co., series of 
35 one-minute spots. 

KUTA: Peoples Finance, through 
Gillham Advertising Agency, 300 
Class A_ spot contract; Colonial 
Flower Company, direct, 26 an- 
nouncements; 
pany, direct, 52 spots; The Nut} 
House, direct, 13 announcements: 
Thompson Shoe Company, direct, 52 | 
spots; The Fred Nye China Store, | 
direct, 26 announcements: J. B. Burn- | 
ham Company (jewelers), State High 








tions. National spot contracts coming | 


in for subsequent airings, and healthy 


| rise looked for in that classification. 


Machine | 


Some effort being made also to line 
up department store business for 


holiday trade, with deals figured to | 


be closed during coming week. 

WBAL plugging away at new 50,- 
000 watt setup due to be ready in 
March. Sales department already 
negotiatiing contracts for 
power. 
Frederick, Hagerstown and _ Salis- 
bury, as the Maryiand Coverage Net- 
work, sold a solid hour on Christ- 
mas Day for carol singing to Sher- 
wood Bros, (Richfield Gas), through 
Van Sant-Dugdale Agency. 

WFBR: Smith Bros, (cough drops 
and cough syrup), through J. D. 


| Tarcher, day and night chain breaks; 


Editoress of the Air.’ | 


|} announcements 


| Biow, 
| Clark 
|P. Hill, 10 





Lever Bros, (Spry) took some added 
through Ruthrauff 
& Ryan; Fels Naptha renewed strips 
of quarter-hour programs via S. E 
Roberts: Stewart's Department Store 
bought four half-hour shows; Metor- 
Goldwyn-Mayer (‘Escape’), 13 spots 
via Donahue & Coe. 


WCBM: Stewart's Department 
Store, bought participation on Jean 
| Abbey (Crowell-Collier) a.m. show. 

WBAL: Trimont Clothing Co. 
(Clipper Clasp Clothing), through 
Emil Mogul Co., 60 one-minute an- 


nouncements: Bulova Watch, through 
1.248 five-word spots; D. L. 
(candy bars), through 
one-minute 
ments; Penick & Ford 
Desserts), via BBD&O, 
Peter Paul, Inc. (Ter 

and Mounds), h Platt-Forbes 
301 transcribed spots: Lydia Pinkham 
Erwin, Wasey 500 tran 
Vick’s, through Morse 


announce- 
101 spots; 


n Crown Gum 


é 
throug 


through 


scribed spots; 


101 spots. 
| Nov. 23 Compared te Nov. 16 | 
Network Local National Total 





Units Units Spot Units Units 

8,860 4,835 1,767 15,461 

8,910 4,841 1.903 15,654 
—06% -—01% —7.1% —1.2% 

(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 


Butter for the Bread 


Sunshine Girls, 





singing duo 


added | 
WFBR, acting for stations in | 


Albert | 


(My-T-Fine | 


School Championship Football game. | 


; || Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 
ications of better doings by all sta-| 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,697 2,449 628 10.774 
7571 2,401 651 10,623 

+1.7% +2% —3.5% +1.4% 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


KVOD Carries for KOA 


Denver, Nov. 26. 

Because of other commercial com- 
mitments, KOA arranged for KVOD 
to carry the broadcast of the Denver 
University-Colorado University game 
last Thursday (21). KOA had sold 
the event to the local Ford-Mercury 
dealers. It was the first time that a 
switch of this sort has occurred lo- 
cally. 

Broadcast 
announcers. 


KFBI Full ‘Dinner Bell’ 
Wichita, Kan., Nov. 26. 
Bell’ program, an 
partitcipating 
noon at radio station 
KFBI, now has all time sold. Les 
Jarvie, formerly of WHB, Kansas 
City, was prought here to organize 
show May 1. 

Now plays to minimum of 1,500 
in studio audience each week with 
third of audience from outside of 
| Wichita. 


. 


| by International Radio Sales, NYC; 
le ‘ 
Sloan Furrier, four weekly. 





was KOA 


handled by 





‘Dinner 
audience 
held each 


hour's 


jamboree 





All-Appliance Com- | 





WHN Lands 12 Weekly Newscasts 
For Plough; All N.Y. Units Good 





Blackstone Aspirin 
| Sponsors KMBC Follies 


Kansas City, Nov. 26. 

KMBC resumed its annual series of 
visual broadcasts of its Brush Creek 
| Follies recently. The show which 
is a year round CBS Saturday 
afternoon sustainer is staged at night 
during the winter for local audiences. 
|Admission this year will be straight 
30c, including taxes, for adults with 
the usual dime for kids, against last 
|year’s scale of 10-25-40. Staged in 
| the 1,800-seat Ivanhoe Temple, as in 
| previous years. 
| Show is produced by Felix Adams, 
|program director, using almast en- 
itire roster’ of artist’s bureau. New 
;acts recently added to the bureau 
|roster made their initial appearance 
'on the Follies. These included Judy 
| Allen, songstress, Rocky and Rusty, 
|harmony team, Lou Black and His 
Harvest Hands, hillbilly band, Ok- 
lahoma Wranglers, western 4-piece 
band, and Kenneth Carlson, ven- 
triloquist with his dummy Scrappy 
| O’Brien, 
| For the first time Brush Creek has 
|gone commercial with Blackstone 
| Aspirin and Aspirtain backing the 
| first half of the hourly broadcast. 


SANTA’S ADVENT 
BOOSTS BIZ 
IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Nov. 26. 

Santa’s approach is jingling spot 
and local time sales aplenty. Net- 
work accounts also leaped last week. 

WSAI’s spot announcement addi- 
tions: Dunlap Clothes Shop, five 
weekly, and Stille and Duhlmeier 
Furniture Co., same, both through 
William Holland; Pepsi-Cola, nine 
weekly, via Walter Haehnle; Peter 
Paul candy bars, five weekly, placed 


| 








’ 


WKRC initiated a series of week- 
by Jimmy Scribner for the Luegers 
Furniture Co. Scribner originates 
the same stanzas here for Mutual 
webbing at an earlier time. Same 
station is doing two quarter-hour 
musical programs weekly for Loring 
Andrews Co., local jewels; account 
through Strauchen and McKim. Also 
these new spots accounts: Cincy 
Dodge Dealers, seven weekly; Burk- 
hardt’s, men’s clothes, eight weekly; 


Sears, Roebuck, three weekly, 
through Frederic W. Ziv; Roy Tail- 
or two weekly, through Walter 
Haehnle; Hosack Gift Shop, Oxford, 
O., three weekly; Heidelberg Brew- | 
ing Co., two weekly, placed by Rob- 
ert Acomb 
Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,720 10,086 6,996 23,802 
6,535 9,826 6,898 23,259 
28% +26% 14% L.3% 
(included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 


Seattle Recalls Last War's Silk Shirts 


Town Boominz Under War Order Hypo — Radio 


Salesmen Kap a Har 


By HARRY T. SMITH 
Seattle, Nov. 26 


If Seattle don’t get off balance wiih 


| International, 60 thirty-five-word 
spots; Metro-Goldwyn-Maye 
(‘Escape’), through Donahue & Coe, | 
13 spots; Atrow Beer lined up 217 
| half-hour shows through Jos. Katz | 
to start in March, 1941, Kirkman &| 
Sons (soap), through N. W. Ayer, | 


too much optimism acccunt of pres- 
ent heavy payroll and assured i"- 
crease, which is bringing into radio 
media an abundance of dollars it 
| never got before or expected to <é« 

| outlets’ books for this year wil! show 
/an increase in billing of not less than 
|20%. Most of this increase was 
| grabbed without effort—if the sta- 
|tions had the open time, the mer- 
chants merely called up and asked 
| when and how much, There was 


on | little selling. 
WBNX, Bronx, New York, have been 


Most of the new accounts were 


airing once a week for past several | turned over to the salesmen handling 
months sponsored by the Manes-/|the particular kind of account and 


chevitz Bread Co. 


duly credited to their string for 


Last week they were bought for | their monthly bonus. One of the top 


two shots a week by the Fairmount 
Butter Co. 


isalesmen mentioned the pari 30 days 
was the easiest going for im in his 


vest With Little Effort 
ory of radio of over 10 years. He 
has promised his wife an electric 
vasher. 


With Boeing big airplane outfit 
working three shifts, shipyards } zz- 
ing, nearby Bremerton navy yard on 
two shifts and only last week 
promise of huge electro-pig iron in- 
dustry contemplated being opened 
by Norwegian Electrochemistry In- 
dustry Corp. the dollars are being 
circulated so fast, it looks a little 
scary. Some of the industrial tead- 
ers as well as banks remark that it 
reminds them of the last war heavy 
spending when the silk shirts were 
the rage with the ship workers and 
many went beserk with too much 
folding money. 
spots are getting ready 
some of the extra money and the- 
jatres are happy in thought that 
| grosses might jump during the usual 
| holiday slump. 


day 15-minute Johnson Family stints | 


Already new night | 
to glom | 


Biz about Gotham was generally 
healthy the past week, with local 
units on the right side of the ledger 
and network continuing its run of 
‘no change.’ National spot pulled 
| itself out of the hole it dropped into 
jlast week and made an advance of 
| three per cent. 
| Plough, Ine. signed up to 
|Sponsor UP news 12 times weekly 
via WHN. Penetro Inhaler gets the 
spiels Monday through Saturday, 
2:15 to 2:30 p.m.; Penetro Nose Drops, 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 5:45 
| to 6 p.m.; and St. Joseph Aspirin, 
Tuesday and Thursday. 5:45 to 6 p.m. 
Complete merchandising has been 
worked out with New York retailers 
and ‘flash type’ window banners give 
times of the various broadcasts. 

WHN: Plough, Inc. (Penetro In- 
haler, Penetro Nose Drops. St. 
Joseph Aspirin), via Lake-Spiro- 
|Shurman, 12 quarter-hour newscasts 
| weekly at various times: Restland 
| Memorial Park and Graceland Memo- 
|Yial Park and Graceland Memorial 
| Park, through Green-Brodie. Inc., 
| ‘Bowery Mission,’ 39-week éontract. 
|half-hour weekly program, and 
|series of Biblical plays, 39 weeks; 
|Local Loan Company of Chicago, 
through George H. Hartman, quar- 
ter-hour program, Monday through 
|Saturday; The Newspaper PM, 
|through Compton Advertising, spot 
}announcements for four days; King 
David Memorial Park, through Ray- 
mond Spector, four 15-minute news 
periods weekly, 52-week contract: 
Morris Plan Industrial Bank of 
New York, through Gotham Adver- 
tising Agency, daily station-break 
announcements, 10-week contract: 
F. H. Vahlsing (Pink Grapefruit), six 
quarter-hour UP News periods 
weekly, 13-week contract: Bond 
Stores, Inc., through Neff-Rogow, 
Inc., three station-break announce- 
ments weekly: Chain Furniture 
Shops, Inc., eight spots during week 
\of November 25. 
| WMCA: Foster-Milburn (Doan’'s 
Pills), through Spot Broadcasting, 
announcements, 52-week contract; 
Morris Plan Industrial Bank of New 
York, through Gotham Advertising, 
contract for 50 announcements; Roxy 
| theatre, through Kayton-Spiero Co.; 











|for the picture ‘Tin Pan Alley,’ 12 


announcements. 


WNEW: Wiss Store. through 
Scheck Advertising Agency, half- 
minute announcements, five weeks; 


The Newspaper PM, through Comp- 
ton Advertising, 18 announcements, 
three days. 


WQXR: Morris Plan _ Industrial 
Bank, through Gotham Advertising 
Agency, six spot announcements 
weekly, 10 weeks 

Nov. 23 Compared to Nov. 16 
Network Local National Tc tal 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
195 11,491 7.914 19,600 
195 11,431 7.684 19.310 
7 L() 5% + 3% 152% 

* No change. 

(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 
WQXk) 


‘IN ST. LOUIS THIS WEER’ 
FORMULA FOR BEER 


St. Louis, Nov. 26. 

Ryan’s local agency 
for its suds concocter, the Hyde 
Park has cooked up 

new weekly 30-minute program that 
was preemed over KSD_ Sunday) 
The program, tagged ‘In St 
,ouis This Week,’ uses entertainers 
rom nive 
rrenas, hotels, 


Ruthrauff & 


Breweries, 


clubs, tneatres 
etc., them 
in a midcity office building 


the has ins 


sports 
bringing 
togetner 
talled own 


where sponsol 


radio theatre. 


On the initialer the headliners 
were Elliot Nugent and _ Julie 
Stevens, the latter a localite, from 


|‘The Male Animal’ current at the 
| American theatre; Alan Carney, im- 
| personator and dialectician from the 
| Crystal Terrace, and Christina Car- 
| roll, songbird from Edward Bowes’ 
|talent unit current at the Fox thea- 
itre. In addition to the specialties of 
|the guesters the program dishes out 
| dope on what may be seen in the 
|deluxer talker houses, nite clubs, 
| hotels, sports arenas, etc., and is de- 
| signed as a guidance for visitors in 
ithe city and those contemplating a 
itrek to this Missouri metropolis. 





| Regina, Sask.—New contrq, room 
operator at CJRM, Regina, is Clifford 
|Mann. He replaces Harry Dane, who 
{has taken over the job of traffic man- 
ager. 
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40 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 27, 1949 





BMI’s Assist to Southern 


Southern Music (Ralph Peer), like the Greeks, had outside aid this 
week when their Spanish number, ‘Frenesi,’ leaped into second place in 
Variety's listing of the network plugs. Tune, with 31 performances, 
was but three below BMI’s perennial leader, ‘There I Go’. 

As a result of splitting its catalog—the Spanish and Mexican hold- 
ings going to BMI—Southern has been in a favored position as far as 
network time for its songs has been-concerned. Sale of the Latin 
numbers does not become effective until the first of the year. How- 
ever, this hasn’t prevented a show of partiality on BMI’s part to 
‘Frenesi’ and another Southern tune, ‘Tonight’ (‘Perfidia’). 

Southern minimizes the cooperation and characterizes the situation 
as merely ‘a working agreement’ between itself and BMI. Firm added 
the clearance regulation still applied to them, as its staff had to get 
out and hustle just like anybody else. ; : 

As far as the balance of the list goes BMI is exercising a bigger 
monopoly than ever. Out of its 10 tunes in the whole tabulation they 
placed three among the first four. Last week was even more with 11 
tunes and a copyrighted arrangement of the public-domainer, ‘Turkey 
in the Straw’. Also noticeable is an apparent lack of air time for 
music. This reduces the amount of plugs and forced VARIETY to drop 
its tabulation downwards, to include all songs with eight or more 
plugs. instead of the former 10, in order to insure a better picture of 
what’s on the air. 

















| Band Reviews 


| 


MAL HALLETT ORCH (12; , lenge to the listeners, it being rather 
With Madeleine Gray, Jerry Perkins odd to see such a big guy singing. 
Hotel Edison, N. Y. The gir] is Peggy Burns, on the vol- 

Mal Halleit, veieran of tie wars, uptuous, finger-snapping side, and 
is now in a key Broadway !otel spot, she has a credible voice. 


with three and soon to be four radio Joy depends on two of his brass 
shots on the air that sould add men for all the arrangements, 
plenty to his stature. — Competitor in Wayne Robinson and Bill McRae. 
many a battle-of-music, a: they like qieyye stuffed his library with 
to call em in the New Enland and pleasant, danceable tunes, and the 
Pennsy ballroom belt, it’s .K. KNOWN bunch treatment of each number, 
in the trade that the incon ne nial. whether suave or violent, is always 
¢ ta" with instrumental finesse. 


attraction, _— ry eg ¢ 
iettites ] take pince mone . 

dene daneation hatte Which Manpower is split up with Larry 
the other brass; Bunny 


‘n these dansation a - Pee 
I : . i rfory mance for " . 
og A yaaa sas Peterson, Ernie Gollner, Al Fergu- 
Away from the one-niziters, and son, and Norman Schroeder, saxes; 
in a metropolitan hotel spot, Hallett Gene O’Brien, bass; Tom Summers, 
s taking advantage of the situation drums; and Fred Gollner, piano. 
»y having changed his si:le into a Art. 
moderated rhythmic eo: yg one 
squally divided among reeds, brass - 
Coa aythm, ‘plus the personable | CHARLEY SPIVAK’S ORCH (14) 
Madeleine Gray and Jerry Perkins Glen Island Casino, New York 
on solo and duet vocals. In here for 13 weeks for the bene- 
The stylization includes some ex- fit of the air shots it gets on NBC 
pert rhythmic arrangements of clas- and local WNEW, Charley Spivak’s 
sics, which is now a bit of a vogue, | band rates attention as a prospect 
with an eye to a possible shift-away for a prominent spot in the band 
from ASCAP music and the neces- lists. Though not quite settled in 
sity to mix up BMI tunes with sun- complement and with a few minor 
dry other efforts to keynote the faults that can easily be corrected, 
band’s individual flair. Sut domi- | Spivak’s young outfit makes a strong 
nantly Hallett is more m.‘odic in his impression. It’s seemingly well liked 
rhythmpation, although “or the sup- . 


per session he’s back ints the git-off | Westchester stand. 
groove when the kids favor the more ; 
heated variety. Abel. 











Band has no immediate style ex- 
i cept for the distinction lent by Spi- 


| vak’s always sock trumpet, but the | 


WILL BRADLEY ORCH®#STRA (13) | group stacks up as a clean playing 
With Ray McKinley, Freddy Slack,|smoofh toned setup of three trum- 

Jimmy Valentine, Phyilis Myles | pets, two trombones, four saxes, four 
Hotel Biltmore, N. Y. lrhythm. Spivak’s trumpet work is 

Will Bradley has been on his own | something which no listener, hep or 
a little over a year and making good | not, could never tire of yet his ap- 
Yrogress with a strong bounce band parent intention is to avoid dishing 
that’s not too heated, although for; up too much of it at a time. He 
the Hotel Biltmore’s Bowman Room | plays often, but most of the time 
it’s a bit of a departure. It’s more | with the three other trumpets. That 
brisk than is usually the Biltmore’s| makes them four, of course, but they 


penchant, but Bradley keeps his|tone down when he’s along and in- 
team under proper wraps for the| stead of hitting an uncomfortable 
dinner sessions, and emingly is | pitch are rounded out to a fuller 
getting better than the usual run of | tone that makes jive stuff listenable 
business. e | without ear muffs. 

He’s an alumnus of timmy Dor- | Ralnsits 
sey’s organization, as . the fea-| ‘Spivak’s effortless horn work, 


tured Rav McKinley, whom the hos- | Muted, leads the fine sax section on 
telry bills as ‘Americ greatest top of the sweet tunes. Melodic 
musica] drummer,’ and Freddy Slack stuff is jufst as satisfying. In that 
at the black-and-whites. McKinley | Style the rhythm’s surer than in the 
is quite a kid with the brushes, and | hot stuff where the druming occa- 
in a rhythm trio speciaity up front | sionally becomes erratic. Arrange- 
(with Slack and Doc Goldberg on | ments of both styles at the moment 


oa 
as 





bass) they generally forced to | are good, but minus the necessary 
arr-extra’ session. | tingling touch that sparks a band 
Bradley, prominenting himself | to favor. 
with the trombone, has five other| Frank Howard vocals ballads and 
brasses to back him up, along with | semi-hop stuff in clear, likeable 
four reeds and a rhyth:n section of | manner. j Wood 
four. Jimmy Valentine, sympa- : 
thetically voiced young tenor, and 
Phyllis Myles, perscnable rhythm | FREDDIE EBENER’S ORCH (12) 
s igstress, specialize on the inter- King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 
ludes exclusively. Strictly itorial i . ie EF 
i Mitner Sivedier gees tn-tee Strictly territorial is Freddie Ebe- 


ner’s outfit, made so by every day 
calls for duty at WOW, the Omaha 
5,000-watter, where the 12-man 
group is a studio fixture and has 
been for several years, 


such special arrangements as Shu- 
bert’s Serenade, but also gets off 
with their crack versicn of ‘Beat Me 
Daddy Eight to the Bar.’ easily the 
best internretation #f this number. | 

The McKinley - Goldberg < Slack | Couple of sax men, Harold Black 
trio is partial to Youmans’ ‘Tea for | 29d Kenny Turner; a pair of brasses, 
Two’ and the old standby, ‘Honey-; George Strobel and Billy Hill; and 
suckle Rose,’ for their git-off spe-|2 String swap of Jimmy Burson, 
cialties. Good relief trio is Joska from his regular guitar berth are 
de Babary with his gypsy-type examples of the doubling indulged 
music. | in. 

The Biltmore is making a bid for | 
the kids with this bad at $1 and musical stock having 
$1.50 couvert basis (cover charge the demands of radio. 
waived to diners staying late) and. un 
has been doing quite wel! on Brad- 
ley’s first two laps. He's in for six 
weeks with the usual options. 


Orchestra is no terpist’s treat, 
been bent to 
Ebener feels 
comfortable when playing the 
more clearly rhythmic beat of the 
ballrooms, and is at his best with 
straight melody and the ballad types. 
| His rhythm section is populated 
; iby Marvin Wright, piano; Ernest 
JIMMY JOY ORCHESTRA (13) | Bergman, bass; Ebener, on drums; 
King’s Ballroom, Lincoin, Neb. and Burson, guitar. Third man in 
Jimmy Joy present group is good the sax group is Ken Gamet, and 
enough for the job whether it be| the other two brasses, besides the 
room, hotel, ballroom, or private doublers, are Jerry Frame and Don 
party It’s a well rounded assembly Larson. 
of talent, and besides the playing For words to the music, Jimmy 
crew, has a pair of good vocalists. Bunn, a slender redhead gets the 
With a football player stature, Art call. 
London puts oomph into his roman- | 
tic vocals. 





He appears as a chal-' listening. Art. 


by the frequenters of this waterside 


Not much for the feet, but nice! 





On the Upbeat 





cently left the Shep Fields orchestra, 


Club, New Orleans, where she first 
attracted attention. Didi 
| New Orleans socialite, has joined the 
' Hal Kemp orchestra as vocalist. 








| 

Don Pablo’s crew, which played a 
|month earlier this season at Monaco’s 
| Cafe, Cleveland, returning to it Dec. 
12 for longer stay. Replacing King’s 
Jesters, who go back to Chicago's 
LaSalle Hotel about Dec. 13. 





Gene Erwin’s new rhumba outfit 
now coing a break-in job and also 
baptizing Fenway Hall's Hawaiian 
Cora] Room, Cleveland. 





Harry James may swing it for 
'coming-out party of Dorenn Augus- 
‘tus, daughter of vealthy Willoughby 
‘nabob, in Cleveland if MCA deal 
|goes_ through. “ames asking for 
$2,750, making it the costliest debu- 





tante shindig for music heard in 
those parts since  pre-depression 
days. 


| 





Herbie Kay’s band playing for the 
annual Kansas City charity ball of 
ithe Variety Club at the Pla-Mor 
| ballroom last Friday (22) night drew 
|some 2,000 customers at $1 per head. 
This crowd surpasses anything the 
| Variety club has ever played to in 
|recent years. First time Club~has 
| gone in for a name band, but likely 
to be the policy henceforth as gate 
| take was about four times the usual 
| receipts. 





| Richard Himber and_ orchestra 
close tonight (Wed.) at the Chatter- 
box, Plainfield, N. J., and open at 
|the New Kenmore hotel, Albany, 
| Friday (29) for 10 days, to be fol- 
lowed by a week at Loe~’s State, 
on Broadway. 

Band then is set for four weeks at 
| the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago. 
'CRA did most of the bookings. 
George Hall succeeds him into the 
Chatterbox. 

June Gardner and her Gentlemen 
of Swing opened indefinite engage- 
ment Monday (25) at New Penn, 
Pittsburgh, replacing Herbert Frits- 


| chie outfit. 





Al Kavelin band booked to play 


swank Cinderella Ball, annual event, 


at William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
tonight (27). 





Milt Herth Trio goes into the Nep- | 


tune Rooms, Washington, D. C., Dec. 
7, for 13 weeks with network wires. 
Group is set until late next 
mer, already having been booked 
for a stretch at the Syracuse Hotel, 
Syracuse, N. Y., beginning June 4. 





Gray Gordon plays the General 
Motors annual] ball at Detroit Dec. 4 


Red Allen, ace trumpeter, took a 
new band of all-stars into the down- 
town Cafe Society, New York, lasi 
night (Tuesday). Six-piece out: 
consists of Allen, J. C. Higgenbe*n- 
am, trombone; Sidney Catlett, drum: 
Billy Taylor, bass; Edmund H,!}, 
clarinet, and Ken Kersey, piano 
Floor show consists of Willie }%rvy 
ant, m.c.; Ida Cox, blues singer, ani 
the boogie woogies pianists, 





| Four Inkspots go into the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., Dec. 4. 

Glenn Miller Fan Club of 175 ran 
an annual hop at Glen Island (a- 
|}sino, N. Y., last week to Cherley 
Spivak’s band. Miller is at the Pern 
sylvania hotel, N. Y. 

sen Pollack moves into the Casa 
Manana, Culver City, Thursday (28) 
for four weeks, to be followed by 
Duke Ellington and his Ink Spots for 
Six weeks. 

George Hall band and Dolly Dawn 
|follow Richard Himber into the 
Chatterbox, Mountainside, N. J., to- 
|morrow night (28). 








| Buddy Brennan, pianist with Bob 
Chester, operated on Saturday (23) 
'in New York for appendix removal. 
At Murray Hill hospital. Milt Coen 
replaces. 





Sam Donahue band (ex-Sonny 
Burke) began life under its new 
_ leader with a week at the New Ken- 
_more hotel, Albany, Friday (22). 


| 


| Mitchell Ayres follows the cur- 





|rent Johnny McGee into the St. 
|George hotel, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
| Dec. 4. 





Jack Hartigan, formerly with Dick | 
| Barrie, has joined Leighton Noble | 


Claire Tupper Nunn, who just re- 
returned as pianist and singer at 500 


Woolfolk, 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 23, 1940) 





*Only Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’)..................... Santly 
ee ee Fn ook £5 60 00 bh ba eRe OREeb bs 04.8000 Ceks 20% 00us Berlin 
We ZRPOR ..c cones feuowenusebenbisass Pebes ceeded coeaeaees M-M 
rr EN -Crcby hb ca0. bor dene Goud be Rdea ces bie eb es Robbins 
EN COE CT CC OEE OE. Ce ey EN TTT ee Oe eee Robbins 
NE TEE bin os 6s Hi bahne en 650 RhS ERE ADE SASS bCbRUKSS Oo ee Chappell 
rr rer ee eee ee ee Pee er ree BVC 
*Our Love Affair (‘Strike Up the Band’).................. ..Feist 
PES Sb ocdn cd sde beds oes ee dees een tes Rene ee's Harms 
*Two Dreams Met (‘Down Argentine Way’)................. Miller 
*Down Argentina Way (‘Down Argentine Way’)............. Miller 
Ne ee reer re tee eer Tre Per ere M-M 
ee ee eT Te eT eT e RT TET Te ee Tee BMI 
a ie aS RAE gE Sp ir pag eg Saree ie are be rarer ae Feist 
Wicttinmie BAG TR TOTO Be. onic sctiv dct seas ri sasces S-B 





* Filmusical. 





inside Stufi—Music 








Unusual title credits by 20th-Fox to the authors of the song excerpts in 
‘Tin Pan Alley’ are a departure from the ordinary, in that the songsmith 
screen characters played by Jack Oakie and John Payne, are supposed to 
have authored ‘You Say the Sweetest Things (Baby)’ by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Warren; ‘America I Love You’ by Edgar Leslie and Archie Gottler; 
‘Goodbye Broadway, Hello France’ by C. Francis (better known as Chuck) 
Reisner, Benny Davis and Billy Baskette; ‘K-K-K-Katy’ by Geoffrey 
O'Hara; ‘Moonlight Bay’ by Edward Madden and Percy Wenrich; ‘Honey- 
suckle Rose’ (by Thomas ‘Fats’ Waller and Andy Razaf). ‘The Sheik of 
Araby’ by Ted Snyder, Harry B. Smith and Francis Wheller, is also part of 
the plot. Billed, but on the cutting room floor apparently, is ‘When You 
Wore a Tulip and I Wore a Big Red Rose’ written by Jack Mahoney and 
Percy Wenrich. 

Several of the writers balked at the idea of a screen plot giving the mis- 
impression—tictitious as it may apparently be to some—that the songs were 
the works of the film characters, There was a fine legal point technically 
involved, hence the concluding credits elaborately bill each song by title, 
authors and copyr’:::' owner (publisher), plus a footnote that for purpose 
of the plot only wa it made to appear that the Oakie-Payne characters 
created the songs in <:uestion. 





Irving Berlin, Inc., remains the only publishing firm that has failed to 
come to a settlement with the old American Record Co. regime over faulty 
royalty counts, etc. Saul Bornstein, Berlin v.p., has refused to accept the 
settlement amount submitted by the Herbert Yates interests through Harry 
Fox, agent and trustee, on the ground that he hadn't authorized the repre- 
sentation, and that anyway he should have been paid off on the basis of 2c 


| per number instead of 1%c because ARC had been recording the Berlin 


| sion of ‘Two-Ton Tessie From Tennessee’. 


| 


sum- | 


| night, N 


‘imins Dee. 


numbers under the compulsory provisions of the copyright law. 

Nothing legally is being done about the matter for the present by the 
Berlin firm. After the settlement deal had been set it was found that 
Bornstein had not signatured the authorization Fox had sent him. 

Latest recording of a revival which has stimulated a marked call for 
sheet music copies and dance arrangements is Tiny Hill’s Columbia ver- 
Mills Music, Inc., is the pub- 


lisher. The late Roy Turk place the tune with Mills 18 years ago. 


| San Francisco Rookings BON BON, MALE SINGER, 





ov. 26 | MAY LEAD 


out and 
ace hotel | 


San Francisco, 


DUNHAMITES 


With Artie Shaw 
Russ Mor 


will have 


bowl 


in bowing in, } Bon Bon, colored singer who was 
much in demand while a member of 
Jan Savitt’s orchestra, is currently 
,negotiating to take over leadership 


vo name ba 
30. 


cs big-game 

Morgan is in for six 
g 

weeks w:th 


options, with Leo Reis-!of the Eddie Dunham band. Dun- 

man following. Either Casa Loma or | ham is a colored arranger for many 
Horace Heidt trails Reisman. of the present big-time outfits and 
Bob Cresby winds up at the Mark/for the last half vear or so has 
Hopkins Dec. 5, with Hal Kemp in| been leading his own bunch in the 
Dec. 20. Gap will be bridged by | New York area. If the two can get 


Ernie Hecksher’s band. | together the banc will be called Bon 
St. Francis hotel gets Berni¢é Cum-}|} Bon and his Orchestra featuring 
10. Freddie Martin, cur- | Eddie Dunham. 
rent, terminates a three-month stay Complications that have to be 
at the hostelry to open at the Cocoa- | ironed before the merger are all on 
nut Grove in L. A. Dec. 16. St.| Bon Bon’s side amounting to legal 
Francis wanted him for a fourth | tangles he had got-himself into via 
month, but other date interfered. incorporating himself. 
Don Mulford’s band dated into the 
Fairmount for big-game dinner dance 
night of Nov. 30. 





ORMANDY’S VOTE 


'! Morgan, Kemp and Cummins 
‘handled by MCA. Another MCA Confidence in Philly Leader by 


| split. 


band, Orrin Tucker, on Golden Gate 


. Orchestra Directorate 
stage this week, drawing $10,000 and 


Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 
Eugene Ormandy has been given a 
| five-year contract as No. 1 conductor 
if J 
DeLange Heads Band | of the Philadelphia orchestra. For 


79.3: as , > ras second 
Eddie DeLange has formed a new the past three years he was 





band after a year’s layoff during | ™#@" to Leopold Stokowski. Latter 
| which he collaborated in song writ- | "°W rates as guest batonist. | 
ing ~'tth Carmen Lombardo. Re- | Ormandy's new contract is col: 
hearse’ by Hank Biagini, the new strued as a vote of confidence 1n 
z ‘ Pe . 
. , “ 7 e, 
grou. plays a one-nighter at Yale in |him by the symph’s directorat 


| 





| following last spring’s rumpus when 


eight members of the orchestra 
were fired and the union's protest 
resulted in four of them being re- 
hired. 


New Haven, Friday (29). His book- 
ings are being arranged by a new 
daic-setting outfit tagged Amuse- 
ment Booking Corp. 

Outfit is supposed to be using a 
styie different from the ordinary. It 
plays most of its stuff in two beat 
ragtiine. It’s manned by 14 men 
and DeLange. Elissa Cooper, who 
vocalled with DeLanges last band, 





Ellington te Culver City 


Duke Ellington heads for the Coast 
| the first of the year to begin a 5ix- 





hancdies the lyricing. Group is ne- 
gctiating for a long buildup stay at a 
Connecticut roadside spot beginning 


rT. 


gan. 7 





band at William Penn Hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, replacing drummer Johnny 
Moore, who is quitting music to go 
into ice cream biz with his father 
in New Jersey. 


| week stand at the Casa Manana, 
|Culver City, Calif. Jan. 2, Band 1s 
working the midwest at the moment, 
this week playing the Regal thea- 
tre, Chicago. 

Before working westward the 
group fills theatre dates at the Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, week Nov. 26, Wind- 
sor stanza following and the Apollo 
the third week, both of the latter 





being in N. Y. 
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ASCAP STILL 





— 


‘Jeannie Is 


Much Loved 





Current tangle between the broadcasting industry and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers has produced at least 
one gag for air comics, and the networks so far haven’t been disposed 


to censor it. 
Brown Hair’. 
Number is in the public domain 


It’s the reference to the tune, ‘Jeannie With the Light 


and band leaders to conform with 


the networks’ requirement that they play so many non-ASCAP tunes 


have been inclined to favor this 
repertoire. ' 


revival from Stephen C. Foster’s 


Frequency with which band leader and singers are performing 


Foster tunes on the air has its iron 


ical side also. ASCAP in defending 


its function has for many years cited the life-story of Foster, who, as 
the writer of America’s earlier folksongs, was deprived of just returns 


from his works and whose family, 


after his death, was unable to pro- 


tect his works from piracy and thereby gain a livelihood. 








“No Trial of Oberstein-RCA Charges 


Each Side Withdraws Allegations in General Erasure 


of Whole Glenn 





Three separate suits involving 
Glenn Miller, RCA Manufacturing 
Co. and Eli Oberstein, head of U. S. 
Records, were discontinued last week 
after attorneys for both sides had 
filed stipulations of discontinuance. 
The trio of actions apparently were 
erased by agreement between the 
parties that both sides cease firing. 
Actions had been pending since last 
summer and were supposed to have 
come to trial a week ago Monday 


(18), but a postponement was granted | 


when attorneys for each explained 
a settlement was imminent. 


Oberstein’s suit against Miller was | 


for $150,000 claiming that Miller re- 
fused to honor a contract made be- 
tween them calling for Miller’s band 
to leave RCA (Victor) and record for 
U. S. Records. Another for $250,000 
against RCA by Oberstein claimed 
that RCA interfered with the com- 
pletion of the Miller-U.S. pact by 
persuading him (Miller) to dis:e- 


gard it. Third was instituted by ACA | 


against Oberstein accusing Oberstein 
of fraud and asked $173,172 of which 
$50,000 was damages and the rest 
monies Oberstein paid out for music 
while he was with Victor. 
alleged Oberstein bought rights to 
musie from firms he controlled, with 
its money, then collected royalties ov 
it under assumed names, 


When the settlement of all three | 
suits was arrived at parties con-| 
short formal | 


cerned agreed 
statement and no more was to be 
issued. It incicates that both suits 
were discontinued si the same time 
but refers to neither specifically. It 
follows: 


‘David McKay as attortey for RCA 
Manufacturing Co., Inec., and Glenn 
Miller, and Wm. R. Berkson as at- 
torney for Eli Oberstei:: today an- 
nounced that the litigation pending 
in the Supreme Court, New York 
County, between these parties has 
been settled and a stipulation of dis- 
continuance has been filed.’ 


NO PETRILLO ACTION 
ON JASCHA HEIFETZ 


Detroit, Nov. 26. 

_ Trouble expected to flare up here 
In the budding row between the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
and American Federatic: of Mu- 
Sicilians failed to materialize during 
the appearance of Jasche Heifetz on 
Nov. 20 with the Detrcit Symphony 
Orchestra in the Masonic Temple. 
Word had got around thai James 
Petrillo, who had singled out Heifetz 
in particular for his atta x, ‘who is 
that guy anyway, he’s just another 
fiddle player,’ would order the De- 
troit orchestra to walk ou! on the 
appearance. However. while the 
Musicians may have beer expecting 
it, no word came through and they 
played the engagement. 

While the action didn’t come here 
the musicians say that it won't be 
long before the Federation musicians 
get flagged down on providing the 
accompaniment to concert artists 
who belong to the A.G.M.A. 


that a 











Miklos Rozsa doing the musical 
Score for the Dr. William Sekely 


Production, ‘New Wine.’ 





Latte: , 


Miller Situation 


ASCAP Wins in Maine 


Maine has been added to the states 
in which the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
has scored litigation victories. The 
State supreme court of Maine last 
week dismissed a monopoly suit 
brought against ASCAP in 1937. 


Action was based on the state’s 
anti-mohopoly statute. 


SEATTLE GETS 
AFM. ANNUAL 


Seattle, Nov. 26. 

The first time In Seattle’s history 
and ca the Pacific Coast, the 46th 
| annual convention of the American 
' ¥Yederation of Musicians, will be held 
uere for the week beginning June & 
ext. Carbon Weber is secretary of 
Y_ocal 76. 


Some 600 delegates are expected 
| with a total of 1,200 visitors. Already 

















| Weber and his membership lining up 
arrangements for the conclave. 
Cooler summer weather in Seattle is 
responsible for selection of city, 
Weber said, explaining the last four 
or five meetings of the swing and 
symphony men were in ‘hot’ cities 


vv 


EXPECTS PE 





ACE 





» 


NATIONAL UNITY’ 
MAY PLAY PART 





7, 





Retaliations 
Advertising Agencies Stick 


With Network Unless and 
Until It Locks Like They 
(Agencies) May Suffer 
Financial Losses — Many- 
Sided Issue Up Next Week 
at N.A.B. Board 





As the licensing deadline ap- 
proaches, the inclination to en- 
gage in petty antics and retali- 
ations becomes more insentified. 
ASCAP publishers charge the 
networks with co-operating with 
BMI to keep ASCAP tunes from 
reaching top place on the ‘most 
played’ list, while BMI cites the 
treatment given one of its num- 
bers while Teddy Powell played 
Warner Bros.’ Strand theatre, 
N. Y., the week before last. 

Powell included a BMI num- 
ber in his initial performance, 
but at the next show the tune 
was out of his books at the ex- 
press orders of the house booker. 


CUBAN MUSIC 
IT'S A BIZ 


Cubamerica Music Corp., which 





TACT NEEDED 





By BEN BODEC 


Confidence apparently prevails 
within the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers that 
even should the networks go over 
into Jan. 1 without signaturing new 
licensing agreements the break will 
be a short-lived one. The feeling in 
ASCAP is that, despite the hectic 
goings of Broadcast Music, Inc., the 
networks are beginning to wonder 
how they can get around to the ne- 
gotiating stage without seeming to 
have backed down from the militant 
stand that they have been voicing 
among their station affiliates for the was formed to hundle some 500 Cu- 


ast six months. 

“ ietieeethien tees 7 a ban bands which have started in 
eee ~~ Saew een | U. S. since 1933, opened offices last 
given as to the direction from which | week in RKO building, N. Y., with | 
the bearer of the palm branch will |Eliseo Grenet, Cuban composer, head- 
come. The current drive to achieve ling outfit. Robert A. Martyn and Os- 
| national unity will play no small part | one ashe Gunendewe of the original | 

; ; “eae . | : 
| in peace machinery. This is no time, |7 Conga, N. Y., will handle book- 
it will be pointed out, for the Amer- | ings and orchestras. Lillian V. Cors- 
|ican people to be deprived of = | over is secretary-treasurer, and Che- 
|folk-music and masterworks, and | ae © ie ; . 
: ; , 2 s, tis sentative. | 
| into the spotlight, it is expected, will |moley Banos, artists represen 


: ty ‘ | Fred White is p.a. | 
—— mediator with a national rep- | Roche is credited with introducing 
utation. 


the first typical Cuban band when he 

Meanwhile the most important ad- | booked one into his night club, Cu-| 
|vertising agencies using music in | pana Can. Organization in first week 
| their programs «re still optimistic of | hooked Socarras and his band into 
}an llth-hour rush to settlement of | the Hotel Plaza, first time Cuban 
| the controversy, General impression | outfit played there. Also has Si- 
|given by these agencies is that they | honey orchestra at Club Cuba and 


| will refrain from doing anything to | Johnny Lopez at Royal Palms, Mi- 


| weaken the networks’ position until | ami. 
| they become convinced that the webs | 
| will no* make a last-minute move | 
'towarc’ negotiations. Several agen- | PAINE ADDRESSES RADIO CLUB 
| cies, while expressing themselves as| Radio Executive Club, group of | 
| anxious not to make any move that | time buyers, will hear John G. Paine 
would take control of the music sit- present ASCAP’s side of the music 
uation away from the networks, have | controversy at the club’s weekly 
jalready felt out ASCAP about the |jyncheon-meeting today (Wednes- 
possibility of obtaining rights direct. | gay). 

| The networks have also advised these | Sidney Kaye, Broadcast Music v.p., 

(Continued on page 42) | talked to the club last August. 
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| taining BMI plug tunes 


Wholesale Substitution at NBC, Chi, 
Of Programs ASCAP Theme Scngs 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 

Theme songs of 20 NBC programs 
originating in Chicago have been 
made non-ASCAP. Changes bring 
in the following new themes on these 
shows: 

Cadets will use ‘Bendemeer’s 
Stream’ to replace ‘Something About 
a Soldier.” Edward Davies will dis- 
pense with ‘Sing My Heart’ and use 
the first program number as the 
opening. Doug Craig has written an 
original for the Escorts & Betty te 
replace ‘Mindin’ My Business.’ Joe 
Gallichio’s erchestra replaces ‘In- 
termezzo’ by Provost with new 
‘Recuerdo.’ Harry Kogen’s orches- 
tra gets an original by Roy Shield to 
replace ‘Romance in the Air.’ Larry 
Larsen kills ‘Waters of Perkiomen’ 
and will use the first program num- 
ber as the opener, and Ruth Lyons 
will do likewise when she eliminates 
‘You Are Love’ as her program 
theme. ‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ 
goes off as theme for the National 
Farm and Home Hour, with Roy 
Shield having written a new theme 
tagged ‘Farm and Home March,’ Ar- 
rangement of the closing ‘Star 
Spangled Banner’ has been revised. 

Morin Sisters eliminate ‘Blue Skies’ 
and will use their first program num- 
ber as opening. Dinning Sisters kill 
their ‘One, Two, Three’ theme and 
will use a new theme tagged ‘So 


|Long Ago’ which has been written 


especially for them by their ar- 
ranger and accompanist, Jack Fas- 
cinato. Happy Jack Turner has 
written his own new theme, ‘Happy 
Good Morning’ to replace ‘Plant the 
Little Smile. Vagabonds kill ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ and replace with orig- 
inal ‘Vagdbend Drag.’ Wayne Van 
Dyne has vy.-itten ‘Let’s Build a 
Dream’ to replece his former ‘My 
Humble Serer ide.’ 


FRISCO’S SAL TABARIN 
SKEDS TED LEWIS ORCH 


San Francisco, Nov. 26. 
Ted Lewis is skedded to open at 








|}the Bal Tabarin here Jan. 3. Cur- 
rent long-run clicko at the Bal, 
‘Grandfather’s Follies,” will close 
soon, though Gary Nottingham’s 


orch will stay on until Lewis comes 


in. Nitery will use variety show 
luring interval. 
‘Grandfather’s Follies’ will play 


four days at the Downtown in Oak- 
lund, house now being fed acts by 
Music Corp. of America, chore until 
recently handled by Bert Levey. 


NO REPLY FROM BMI 


Bob Miller Awaits Response on Con- 
tact Union Charge 








Bob Miller, president of the music 
publishers’ contactmen’s union, had 
not up to yesterday (Tuesday 3) re- 
ceived a reply from Broadcast Music, 


Inc., to his letter asking it to state 
its position on a complaint of unfair 
trade practices, When Miller gets 
his answer he will turn over this 
letter along with his evidence to the 
‘inion’s council and executive board 
‘or disposition The complaint 
charges that BMI violated its agree- 
iment with the union by paving for 
|the disking of transcriptions con- 


It is also alleged that BMI paid 


| for the special arrangements and the 
‘musicians used for these recordings. 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL | 





ASCAP Board Meets 


Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers held its regular meet- 





| ing yesterday (Tuesday) instead of 
_tne usual Thursday because so 
_of these boardmen live In Connecti- 


some 


cut and that state celebrates Thanks- 
giving tomorrow (28). 

Meeting will be devoted mostly to 
routine matters, 
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Night Club Reviews 


Book Casino, Detroit 
(HOTEL BOOK-CADILLAC) 








| have about everything, his dialectic 
and mimicry routines clicking solid- 


and sedate mob 


| ly with a mature 


Band Bookings 


Jimmie Lunceford, Dec. 1, Renais- 
sance Casino, New York; 2, Aud., 
Springfield, Mass.; 3, Armory, Bos- 
ton: 5, week, Loew's State, New 
York; 12-15, Boston theatre, Boston; 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Nov, 18-24). Total represents accumulated 








: aaa s , aw 20-22, Met theatre, Providence; 24, ; 
that was pretty tough to thaw. 20-22, a , on > ? ) j ) 
. Non 93 Doubling as m.c., he also dishes out! Renaissance Casino, New York; 25, performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m, Symbol * 
H - way ‘“" ck y showmanship and personality, and| Mercantile Hall, Philadelphia; 26, | denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
Faith ope an aingo, SMicKey vives each act a strong build up. The! pe *s Center, Jersey City; 27,| i indicate : 
‘ Sa rienne core ives each act a sirong id uy People’s Center, Jersey City; </, | or the title indicates how many weeks the song h ) 7 
King, Richards es Rg at 800-capacity room almost filled at) yoek Royal theatre, Baltimore; Jan. | afte y ig has shown up in these 
(3), Casinotes (6), ¢ ar on show caught. Carney starts session) 3 ce.” Howard theatre, Washing- | listings. 
(10), Dick Rock Esquires ‘ by bringing on Beverly Clark, ton. D.C GRAND 
erecta atite brune ‘caring a shimmering a: Sable er J T, 
Under the catchy title of ‘Book eters ove + wearing: ¢ Saar aan! Henry Busse, Jan. 23, Capitol the- | TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Sevuse’ the Hotel Book-Cadillae setulae. who socks over ‘Donkey atre, Washington, D. of f | There I Go (17). eee eee eeeeeeee . eee eee ere eeeeees BMI eee eeececce 34 
has run off a series of floor shows} Granade” ‘Why Do I Love You,‘| Del Courtney, Dec, 20, Capitol B.., | og ed ny Ae cee etn scat alia ated erececce »--Southern ,, 31 
around a theme idea. The current ‘I Am An American’ and for an en-/ Austin Tex.; 21, fortnight, Shadow- | iGive You M "Word (3.7. ape DA EREEE. BM ap abt = 
offering is ‘Circus Days, in a series! .,,6 ‘Nightingale Sang in Berkeley} ]and, San Antonio; Feb. 1, U. of| Nightingale Sen in Berkeley oman tab: ct: S TD eeeeeeees, 24 
of productions which 7 eer |Square.’ For one so tiny the Clark | Jowa, Ames, Ia. | We Three (10) : vedo, meget sageladase tig M-M evadscss a 
seen ‘Indian Se, eS owl gal possesses not only quality but | Ella Fitzgerald, Nov. 30-Dec. 1,/ practice ine Meeboos shasceentee es See eeeeereoseeres amr oc 22 
_ Fai gation din tro be thin pak og power noe her Onis +t with an im- |New Casino theatre, Bronx, N. Y. Ferryboat Serenade (12)... neh ee eniretrepitnas «UN, pate, 
or each re a} Carney starts his act w Bradshaw, Nov. 29, Apollo | eee 


the continuity of the production idea | 


is helping to create a steady follow- | fojjows with those of Lionel Barry- 


ing for this neat downtown hotel | ore, Wallace Beery and Edward G. 
spot. . | Robinson. Tops these with a comedy | 
With a circus set behind the Carl skit. ‘A Night at Union Square,’ in 
Bonner orchestra, this floor show which he clicks with his imitation of 
has a genuine circus act, Mickey|, Russian, Italian, Irishman and a 


King, and an amusing approximation | male social worker making soapbox 


| personation of Charles Laughton and | 


Tiny 
| theatre, New York. 

Blue Barron, Jan. 1, Adams the- 
atre, Newark; Jan. 9-12, State ffiea- 
| tre, Hartford, Conn. 
| Don Bestor, Dec. 10, indef. Tune 
| Town B., St. Louis. 


yi so ec. 14, indef., Syra- 
of sawdust entertainment. The | orations. For an encore he does a | cg ee gt . +f 
earlier editions had a commentatcr | oonversation between a_ stuttering | “US€ °° a ee D c. 12, Loew’s 
threaded through, but this one) poy and girl on a golf course, i Richard Himber, Dec. ld, e 


moves briskly and blithely without The Leaches, both redheads, ex- 


asides and explanations. ; rhe | ponents of ballroomology, are a very 
Casinotes, tastefully dressed in ac-! agije pair and one of the best of their 


cordion pleats which give them a) four routines is a Hawaiian one in 


clown quality, aided by trick light-| which Nancy Evans warbles ‘Ha- 
ing, convey the idea of acrobats in| waijan Chant’ as a background. The 


a number full of pinwheels, hand- 


pair also scores with a swing-ball- 
turns, etc. 
the 


; room number for a finale. The Evans 
To ‘Intermezzo,’ Richards | sonebird puts over a couple of pops 
Adrienne trio comes on and the idea | with eclat. J. W. McDonald, magi- 
of the flying trapeze is given in their | ejan, works in an adjoining room be- 
adagio turn. Their turn keeps| fore and after the floor shows and 
Adrienne sailing through the air 1 | displays some novel tricks, Sahu. 
an act inconsistent with the circus | 
idea but helped by the show’s en- 
tire mood. 

For an animal act, there’s Faith 
Hope and Zingo. This, too, is cir- | 
cusy, with the gal as the pe ages be 
Zingo, a gorgeous, gaudy plush 
San full Of conelie antics. This is} Joe Reichman has a brisk melody 
carried right into the audience at| dance team at the Essex House, 
the supper show where youngsters; N. Y., his combo comprising four 
in the room—yes, they’re bringing | reeds, three brass and five rhythm 
the kids out to this show—get out | (accordion, piano, bass, guitar and 
for a ride on the ‘horse.’ ‘Pony Boy’ | himself at the piano). it’s sprightly 
is a handy musical theme. |and brisk w.thout being longhair 

The Richards trio comes back| nor ‘dirty,’ am- ideal combo -for ar 
with another ‘animal’ turn, the girl | intimate hotel room like the Casino- 
in leopard skin, the males as animal | on-the-Park of the Essex. Reich- 
trainers. There’s versatility in their| man breaks it up with plenty of 





Nitery Followup 








work. While it may not be in strict | Latin flavor these days, im keeping 
keeping with the main theme, the; with the growing copgarhumba 
Casinotes get plenty of attention | vogue, but dominantly he keynotes 
with a ‘Whistler and Dog’ number, ;| the band from his Steinway. Imo- 


the dog being a black Scottie sewed | 
on their white costumes, leading to 
amusing dance devices, and winding 
up with costumes reversed and the 
trick lighting again in play. 

The real circus flourish comes 
with Miss King’s work on the rope. 
She does variety of muscle stunts 

Orchestra plays a slick, unob- 
trusive show style. The jivier Es- 


gen Carpenter is relief pianologist 
in between dance sessions, 


Sonny Kendis is back at the Stork 
Club, ever a surefire home-base, con- 
sidering his long past associations 
with the Sherman Billingsley high 
spot in New York. Kendis had been 
| farmed out to Monte Proser’s N. Y. 
Beachcomber for quite ‘a spell until 


| the 
Bonnie Baker combo. 


Jman.. before 


State, New York. 
| Gray Gordon, Dec. 20, week, Pal- 
ace theatre, Cleveland. 





Nicholas on Leave From 


Tucker-Baker Combo 


Indianapolis, Nov. 26. 
Ted Nicholas, personal manager of 
‘Orrin Tucker’s orch, will return here 
| in December on a leave of absence 
‘from his management duties in order 








| to open up his own advertising agen- | 
| cy 
|manager of the vaudfilm Lyric here, | 


in this city. Nicholas, former 
left last year in order to take over 
business reins of the Tucker- 
He was a dra- 
matic critic and later an advertising 
managing., the 
vaude polity for seven years. 
He will be in this city for several 
weeks to get his ad agency estab- 
lished before rejoining Tucker’s band 


lin Chicago. 


Ray Paige’s-Records 


Victor Records 


an album of records cut by Raymond 


will shortly 


Paige and his 61l-piece radio orches- 
tra, the first records made by that 


Do You Know Why (1)...*Love Thy Neighbor....... Famous 


Let’s Be Buddies (3)...¢Panama Hattie.........«.e....Cha pell .... |’ 7 
 "* § 2.) ere “yaaa 17 
You've Got Me This Way (4)...*You'll Find Out...... BVC ....... 7 16 
NS ED MO hora cs gekndechdeasces us se ei °" ae 
I'd Know You Anywhere (3)...*You'll Find Out......BVC 1.2 )).'""" 44 
A Million Dreams Ago (12).........0.e.0esee0s Seame MD Séoxss.,.. am 
Along the Santa Fe Trail (3)...*Santa Fe Trail....... Witmark csi 13 
MAyDO (17). .ccceccccccccccccccccccccsccccesccccccccssRODbiNs ....... 13 
Yesterthoughts (4)... .cccccccccvccccccccccccccssccccee Witmark ...... 13 
You Walk By (2)....... ape teehee na kh canes & —~ Peewee 
Down Argentina Way (2)...*Down Argentine Way.... Miller ......... 12 
Only Forever (13)...*Rhythm on the River...........Santly aman hy« 12 
Trade Winds (16)....... SR Ee ae | secccceeees MNTED ccccccee 22 
ED Gk We TUT GBD. coccccctsccccsccces ceeccccees BME cece cocoe 12 
Moon Over Burma (4)...*Moon Over Burma..........Paramount ..., ll 
Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (11)................+. Remick ......, ll 
es he add ihne es bhnee bs 00504 bb00e 606600 i sooo MOUSNern ...... if 
es CE Bg cn cc beceecsedecce cscs coocmeOMICK ....... 10 
Old, Old Castle in Scotland (3)..... Eee ethnic 6 ¢ 9 cooe BOTHM wo .ccccee 
Bad Humor Man (2)...*You'll Find Out............  . . {os » - 
Rhumboogie (12)...*Argentine Nights............ Se eee . 8 
: Ser» Rnagesdy DG ARAAGSRGASDREC444000%0 0 ~~ aan . = 
ee ee IE SEE ED ba ccc cccscccadsccocccecece Meh ccccccccs co 
Two Dreams Met (5)...*Down Argentine Way........ Miller ........ . & 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (18)............ BMI .......... 8 














| 


Lyric’s | 











issue 


quires take care of the intermission | s;mmoned back to blighty by the conductor in about 10 years. Album | 

music. Stork’s boniface, who hag him under |is to be issued under the title ‘Mu- 
George Snyder, hotel executive, is'| Jong-term contract, presumably to, sical Americana’ and consist of cut- 

in charge of the shows and where | coincide with the soon-to-be-opened | tings of popular and light classical 

earlier ones were contrived around | annex, a sizable overflow room.|tunes that have become standard. 

a central idea, he’s now taking a 


group of acts and working out the 


production idea around them. Ger-!/e¢eombo, notable for a personality 
trude Warner handles dancing for|maracas songstress, Juanita Rios. 
the revues. Pool. | Universal filmtested a previous Latin 


|chantootsie here, and Miss Rios sug- 

gests similar photogenic 
especially if the films continue their 
| South American way. Abel. 


Crystal Terrace, St. L. 


(PARK PLAZA HOTEL) 


St. Louis, Nov. 22. 


Alan Carney, Beverly Clark, Earl 
and Josephine Leach, Nancy Evans, 
J. W. McDonald, Biltmore Boys (6). 








| Auburndale Dance Date 


Mass., is scheduling its first winter 
season operation this year. Spot has 
installed a heating system and will 


With stiff opposish offered by the 
Chase Club, less than 100 yards 
away, management of this swank 
room, which boasts the only mir- 
rored ceiling in this burg, currently 
is countering with one of the best 
shows of the season and one which 
boasts all new faces. Alan Carney,}| 
who served a_ seven-month §stint 
with Rudy Vallee on the air and has 
had roles in several talkers, tops the 
40-minute bill. Carney appears to 


reaction is good. 

Spot is currently running only 
Friday and Saturdays, but exnects 
to stretch that to four days a week. 





Bill Darnel, last with Al Kay clin, 
added as vocalist to the Bob Chester 


band. 


Also vivid on the dansapation end is | 
| Frank Ramoni’s expert congarhumba | 


| 
Totem Pole ballroom, Auburndale, 


continue doing business as long as | 

















Scranton Record Manufacturing Company 


Complete Facilities 
for 
Processing and Manufacturing Records 
for 
Commercial, Educational and Broadcast Use 





He has waxed 12 sides 
\from George Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue’ through ‘Mood Indigo,’ 
‘Beautiful Ohio,’ ‘La Cumparsita’ to 
‘Night and Day.’ 


future, | 





ASCAP Peace 


Continued from page 4l 








agencies that any such direct licenses 
would not be recognized. The agen- 
cies concerned point out that 
| approaches were of an unofficial cal- 
ibre and that there will not be any 
lattempt to get official expressions of 


ranging | 


both 


policy on these points from ASCAP | 
or the networks until December has | 


|long been under way. 


Full board of directors of the Na- 
{tional Association of Broadcasters 
meets in New York Monday (2), and 
is due to stay in sessions for 
days. The ASCAP situation will fig- 
ure importantly in these proceedings. 
The committee of band leaders, 
which has been labvring to bring the 
radio and music factions to a nego- 
tiating table, will meet today 


if any, made to date and consider the 
latest message from Nevile Miller, 
NAB prez, in answer to the commit- 
| tee’s bid that he go through with an 
alleged promise to meet ASCAP 
|spokesmen if the latter agreed to 
|discuss a contract on a per-program 
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The New MACK GORDON-HARRY WARREN Over-Night Song Smash 


You 


(BABY 
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gray’ 
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ry ny 


alc 


LEO FEIST, Inc. - 1629 Broadway, New Yo. - 


SAY THE SWEETEST THINGS 





(Wednesday) to review the progress, | 








three | 
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Present whereabouts, or fixed addresses, of dance orchestras are 
given below, alphabetically arranged. 
keep the list as complete and correct as possible. 
their managers are invited to cooperate by notifying Variety of 


BAND ROUTES 


Week of Nov. 22 


Every effort will be made to 
Band leaders and 





















H 
changes and corrections, There is no charge for listing. 

Abbreviations used are as follows: B—ballroom; C—cafe; CC— 
country club; H—hotel; NC—night club; R—restaurant; T—theatre. 
Booking office abbreviations are: MCA, Music Corp. of America; GAC, 
General Amusement Corp.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists; F. B., 
Frederick Bros. Wm. Morris is spelled out. 

De eae AE maa 
A Ellis, Seger, F. G., NYC. 
° . Ennis, Skinny, MCA, H’wood, 
Aguilar, Edward, Earl Carroll's, H’ wood. Ernie, Val, Coq Rouge, NYQ, 
Alexander, Van, Loew's State T.,.NYC. F 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18, N., NYC, felt H MCA. NYC 
. : elton, appy, MCA, YC, 
ri ) ri jlas 4 dg. , ," 
ay Armatr ng, Louls, Joe Glaser, RCA Bldg., Fields, Shep, Riverside T., Milwaukee, 
wie ite, Te olp Dal 
Arnheim, Gus, Wilshire Bowl, L. A, Fisher preadie. Gace NYG a ae 
aoe Se veg ak + Fff%gerald, Ella; Moe Gale, 48 W. 43th 
Ayres, Mitchell, 3 o- ° mt... 2S kG 
Foster, Chuck, GAC, NYC, 
B Frasetto, Joe, WIP, Phila. 
Bammell, Earl, Club Morocco, N., Detroit. PRs. — ,Jam. Boulevard Tavera, Bim 
paeee, -_. ge ee tA ee | Freeman, Jay, Gay New Orleans, World's 
Barnet, arlie, MCA, N oe | Fair, NYC 
Barrie, Dick, Mi‘ A, NY‘ Fulton, Jack, c/o MCA, NYO, 
Barron, Blue, CRA, Chicago. Funk, Larry, F. B. NYC. 
Bartal, Jeno, MCA, NYC , 
Bartha, Alex, MCA, NYC. G 
Basie, Count, MCA, NYC , . : . 
Baum, Chartes, Statler Hotel, Buffalé 7agen, Frank, Bordewick’s, Tuckahoe, 
Becker, Howard, Delwood Gardens, Buff, | N uake 
Beelby, Malcolm, MCA, NYC Garber, Jan, State Lake T., Chicago. 
Bernie, Ben, MCA, NYC j <sardner, June, New Penn, Pitts. 
Bestor, Don, Joe Glaser, RCA Bldg, NYC.| art, Glen, Joe Glaser, RCA Bldg, NYC. 
Blanco, Pedro, Embassy, N., Phila sasparre, Dick, Plaza H., NYC. 
Bolognini, Ennio, L’Aiglon, R., Chicago. | Golly, Cecil, F. B., NYC. 
Borr, Misha, Waldorf Hotel, N. Y¥. |} poodman, Benny, MCA, NYC 
Bradley, Will, Biltmore H., NYC, | Gordon, Gray, Adams T., Newark, 
Brandt, Eddy, CRA, NYC. | Grant, Bob, Savoy-Plaza H., NYC. 
grandwynne .Nat, MCA, NYC, Gray, Glen, Paramount T., NYC, 
Braslow, Irving, Dutkin's Rathskeller, | Green, Johnny. MCA. NYC 
Phila, 
Breese, Lou, GAC, NYC | H 
Brigode, Ace, Marigold B., Chl, | Hamilton, George, MCA, NYC. 
Brow n, Les Arcadia B., N ZC. | Hall, Geo., Chatterbox, Mountainside, N.J. 
Bundy, Rudy, F.B., NY¢ Hall, Sleepy, Homestead, Kew Gardens, 
Bush, Eddie, Hurricane, N. Y. a a - 
=a Henry, Casa Manana, Culver City, Hallet, Mal, Edison H., NYC 
a : : Harris, Jack, Versailles, NYC. 
Byrne, Bobby, GAC, NYC. | Harris, Phil, Wilshire Bowl, L.A 
c Hart, Jos., F.B., NYC 
Hawkins, Coleman, Kelly’s Stables, NY 
Heatherto t ; 
Calloway, Cab, Apollo T., NYC | Bessnorien, Rag, MCA. NYC 
Carlsen, Bill, Wm. Morris, NYC | Henry Chuck, GAC, NY¢ 9 
Cherniavsky, Josef, WLW, Cincinnatt. Herbeck, Ray. F.B NYC 
Chester, Bob, MCA, NYC. | Herman, Woody, Chicago T., Chicago. 
Childs, Reggie, Windsor T., Brnox, N.Y. Hines, Earl, CRA, NYC 
en ——— Park Central Hotel, NYC. Hoagland. Everett. Statler H Boston 
Clinton, Larry, GAC, NYC | Hill Tiny Jono 2’ Mountain 
Coffey, Jack, Leighton’s Halfway House, N. J =" pee — 
Darien, Conn. Hohengar ‘s "RS ’ r 
I : . i ‘ garten, Carl, CBS, Chicago 
Coleman, Emil, Chez Paree, Chi. | Holmes, Herbie, Log Cabin, Armonk, N Y. 
pact ggg Del, Baker ., Dallas " Holst, Ernie, Beachcomber, N Y¢ 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage, Nashville. Hudson, Dean. Blue Gardens, Armonk, 


Crosby, Bob, MCA, NYC. 


Cugat, Xavier, Chicago T., Chi, 


Cummins, Bernie, MCA, NYC, 
Curbello, Fausto, MCA, NYC. 


Cutler, Ben, Edgewater Beach C., Chi. 


D 


Daly, Duke 
Providence, R.f. 


Ww 


Providence-Bilt more 


x... 


. or George, Casa Loma, Charleston, 


e * 
Danders, Jr., Bob, Gay 90s, Chicago. 


Davidson, Mitchell, Cinderella, N., NYC. 
Davis, Eddie, LaRue, R., NYC, 


Denny, Jack, F.B., 
Deutsch, Bmery, W 
Dixon, Lee, F.B., NY 


NYC. 


Donahue, Al, Wm. Morris. NYC 


eo 
Dorsey, Jimmy, 
Grove, N. J. 


Meadowbrook, 


m. Morris, NYC, 
V¥C, 


Donahue, Sam, New Kenmore H., Albany, 


Cedar 


Dorsey, Tommy, Palladium B., H’ wood. 


Dowell, Saxie, MCA, NYC. 


Duchin, Eddy, Waldorf Hotel, N. Y. 
Dufty, George, Neil House, Columbus, 0. 


E 


wee Roy, Jos Glaser, RCA Bldg., 
wit, 


Ellington, Duke, Wm 


Norrta, 
Ellis, Joe, Queen Mery.’ 


NYC. 


NYC, 





| 





NY 
aN 


Hutton, Ina Ray, MCA, NYC. 


J 


Jacobs, Howard, c/o Wm. Morris Agency, 
NYC 


Jahns, Al, F.B., NYC, 


James, Harry, Orpheum T., Minneapo!lls. 

James, Sonny, Wardman Park H., Was! 
~ c. 

Jarrett, Art, GAC, NYC. 


Jones, Isham, McAlpin H., NYC 
Joy, Jimmy, Casino Gardens, Los A. 


Jurgens, Dick, Aragon B., Chi. 
K 

Kaasel, Art, Bismarck H., Chicago 
Kaye, Sammy, Commodore H., NYC. 
Kavelin, Al, MCA, NYC. 

Kearns, Joey, WCAU, Phila. 

Keller, Leonard, Book-Cadillac H., De 
troit. 

Kemp, Hal., Ambassador H., Los A. 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork, NYC. 

Kent, Larry, Biltmore H., L. A. : 
King, Geo., Mansion, Youngstown. Ohio 
King, Henry, Peabody H., Memphis. 
King, Wayne, MCA, NYC. 

Kirby, John, MCA, NYC. 

Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC. 

Kirk, Andy, CRA, NYC. 


(Continued on™ page 55) 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in narious New York hotels. 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 


room capacity and cover charge. 
holidey price.) 


Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Will Bradley..... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 2 900 1,600 
Eddy Duchin*.... Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50).............. 11 700 11,420 
Sammy Kaye*....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......... 5 1,275 8,650 
Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 28 1,350 36,550 
Kay Kyser...... ». wereere C400: Si-B1.50).....ccccccecce 4 625 4,025 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)............ 7 1,280 8,250 
Abe Lyman*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 6 1,250 9,924 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 7 1,375 11,375 | 
Tony Pastor......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1.50)............ a 250 3,425 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


Covers Total 


floor show, although the band is the 





London Radio (BBC) Plugs 





London, Nov. 12. 


(Monday through Sunday, 8 a. m. to 12 p. m. Parenthetic numeral after 
title indicates number of months song has appeared in the listing.) 


Win 5 oe. Vom Ae BISe UB) okikckccccseesevksdovecese FDH 10 
ies BO © £8? is5 06060000000 (tavewk teed sciiwets cade FDH 

es eee ee OO LOD 5 6h ic cndnkeseeeeeeakebdbene Maurice 

‘Begin the Beguine’ (2) ............ Cooeasecvecccesoees . Chappell 
RN CED 549-5066 0002 60 S000 S0 90s ba0'008 R08 ooeee..Chappell 8 | 
ee 16 BE CRP igsesvae ee Aes eee eerces Seeverenes ..Sun 

rs i MCG e ie ve ca chavo baa chews Oe ERR ECG Victoria 

rt Ve ee COE cess cid wedenseven teeenesasebaes Gay 6 
UE EE? Gained 604-6 006664000 00004060045500b006 FDH 6 
Cee rere eee ere eee FDH - 6 
‘Six Lessons From Madame La Zonga’ (2).........+.++4. Lafleur 5 
‘T’ll Never Smile Again’ (2) ......... g6:05Ns4 4009430 804 RG CC 5 
‘Remember September’ (2) ............ pevkaaeeeuen ......Cinephonic 5 
a: GE Se are a ere eis eras cer rere ee Chappell 5 
re Beare MI (ORF ons odo d vo h0 00008 00%0nss00e 50 Lafleur 5 
ee et EP Se bse rs ia:k hss bas aeeeeeevone ee Wood 4 
te CN RE ee ass ia dis 6 56 ho ooo beth eR weee ee Feldman 4 
ee NR UE, GD 0.6 440s.000 bo $4 45b.0004s985 sb OR OREN Chappell 4 
Pee EE LO 66.600 6440404 5b > SH OSRCAA CORRES OTERO RES Victoria 4 
Wiake Lave Wie OG COUAE (2) ik ccc ccelviedsnwreeeacseeses Feldman 4 
Penns VEER © STEP 2h 55a g « s's dine 8 4.94000430006900 0802008 Lafleur 4 
yc RR Ee ee eee eee ee eee ee er er Maurice 4 
‘Watching a Man Paint a Fence’ (2) .......cccccccccccccses Keith 4 
“Blackbird Says Bye-Bye’ (1) ......ccccccscsccvccesceccces Gay 3 
RS ts DO er ree Chappell 3 
ee Ce PEON, CF oes hack esieckbshvnnesadeabacéeak’ cc 3 
‘Memories Live Longer Than Dreams’ (2) ..............- Gay 3 
TIONG DEINE CE? g505050s Soar sewsonss<coweakaeses co Sun 3 
ce SRE ee Ore Maurice 3 
Ce En sah elnnnlae Sea aes ae ean OO Keith 3 
"SE Cee. SEMMCNIG CE) dkG bcd udecdabverecgeseeaewewecan Gay 3 
ee ee ee BO Be CE) hisianccedunacasrssawaseenes $e Chappell 2 


FORMALITY POLICY 
CAN'T SUPPORT NAME 


Because there wasn’t enough 
dansapation business the entire week 
for both rooms, and also because of 
a trend away from ‘formal’ dancing, 
Eddy Duchin is shifting into the 
Empire Room of the Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y., leaving the Sert Room 





to its dress-obligatory policy, but 
with no name band officiating. In- 


stead, Mischa 
will give out. 

Kay Kyser closes tonight (Wed.) 
at the Empire, and Duchin takes 
over the next day, along with his 


Borr’s string combo 


regular support, Rosario and An- 
tonio, dancers. 
Retakes on the picture Orrin 


Tucker and Bonnie Baker are cur- 


rently making for Universal is keep- | 


ing Tucker’s band on the Coast 


longer than expected and is the ma- | 


jor reason why Tucker’s replacing 
Kay Kyser at the Empire Room of 
the Waldorf hotel, New York, was 
Called off, 


Billy Stein Rallies 


Billy Stein is very much on the 
mend again, after what looked like 
& dark spell. 

The MCA v.p., confined to a New 
York hospital for weeks following a 
leg amputation, induced by a heart 


condition, may be able to leave in 
three weeks. 














. 
| Tony Almerico Overcomes 


Jinx on New Orleans Spot 
New Orleans, Nov. 26. 
Casino ballroom, heretofore a 


white elephant for its operators, has 
been turned into a paying proposi- 
tion since Tony Almerico and his 
10-piece band took over the music 
|chore. Spot is city’s only fixed ad- 
mission dance hall and Almerico and 
his boys have done what several 
previous bands have failed to ac- 
complish. 

Almerico is veteran Orleans trump- 
eter who plays and sings in the 
Armstrong tradition. He recently 
altered his ensemble to include some 
| veteran local jazz men. Julian Laine, 


who was formerly leader of band at} 


| Leader Resumes Next Monday — Johnny O’Connor 


| Marty Burk’s nitery, is on trombone; 
Shorty Reese, Roy Posey, Irving 
Fazzola and Johnny Gregory, reeds; 
|Freddie Loyacano, guitar; Frank 
| Netto, bass; Charles Duke, drums, 
and Armand Hugg,* plano. 


| week. Band leans to swing style as 
clientele is more or less given to 
| more energetic style of terping. 
Fazzola, who left Bob Crosby band 
some time ago, joined Almerico out- 
i fit Wednesday (20). He had been 
|working with Jimmy McPartland 
crew in Chicago since leaving Crosby 
and came here for a visit with rela- 
| tives and decided to stay. 


Rod Ogle, 





former Gene Krupa 


| trombonist, and his orchestra have | 


|gone into Club Bali, new French 
| Quarter nitery in New Orleans. 


Too Smart? 





Name maestro who demands 
that he record all the hits, be- 
cause he wants to maintain his 
batting average with the coin- 
machines, now has the jukebox 
Operators squawking that there 
are too many waxings by that 
particular bandman, a conclusion 
born of the fact that the ma- 
chines also load up on the hit 
tunes, as well as being influ- 
enced by who interprets them. 

Thus, it’s proving a boom- 
erang, and is chasing the jukers 
into easing off on this maestro 
and stocking the same hit tunes, 
but waxed by another maestro. 


Yale Hop Mixes 
~ Dance Dates, 


Forfeits $250 














Casino is swank spot with huge | 
| dance floor and operates five nights a | 


Mitchell Ayres benefited to the 


10 | extent of $250 for a date he didn’t 
10| play last week because the people 
9 | that hired his band forgot what night 


they wanted him when the contract 


7 | was written. According to his agree- 
7|ment Ayres was due at Vernon Hall, 


| Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 
Saturday night (23), for a house 
| party following the Yale-Harvard 
|football game. Hop was actually 
| scheduled for Friday, the night be- 
| fore, but in buying the band the com- 
;mittee stipulated Saturday as the 
| date. 
| Mistake cost the buyers of the band 
| the $250 deposit they had placed with 


Harry Moss, Music Corp. of America | 


one-night boss. Its return was waived 
and it was accepted by the band be- 
cause the mistake forced them into 
taking a night off and a Saturday 
night at that. Committee in addition 
was forced to round up a small com- 
bination of local New Haven musi- 
cians at the last minute to play the 
job. 

Ayres flies to Pittsburgh Saturday 
(30) morning to lead the college out- 
fit of Duquesne U. as drum major 
during the Duquesne-Carnegie Tech 
football game. His band trains out to 
arrive in time to play a post-game 
hop that night. 
the Waldorf hotel, 
night before (29), 


York, the 


New 


| P.A. Turns Lyricist 
San Francisco, Nov. 26. 
Jim Pool of KGO-KPO press de- 


| 


partment has turned lyrical with re- | 


sult that Paul Martin’s orchestra will 
give a network ride to ‘Blue Sea, 
Blue Sky’ with words and music by 
| Pool. 

Debut takes place on the Red 


It plays a party at} 


‘Arcadia Ballroom Takes Brooklyn For 
Granted; Ads Help Manhattan Dancery 





DANCE ENRICHES 802 


$6,950 in Medical Fund Thanks To 
New York Affair 





Medical Fund of the New York 
local 802 of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians benefited to the 
extent of $6,950 last week after the 
smoke of its annual all-night hop at 
Manhattan Center, N. Y., Monday 
(18) had cleared away. About 8,800 
paid a $1 a head to listen or dance 
to the bands that happened to be in 
the N. Y. area, in two separate ball- 
rooms. The take was approximately 
$6,000 less than the result of the pre- 
vious annual shindig at Madison 
Square Garden, but no journal was 
gotten up this year. 

Hop lasted from 9 p.m. to 4:30 





a.m. the next morning and was 
broadcast most of the time by 


| WNEW, m.c.’d by the station’s Mar- 
| tin Block. In one room. bands 
|'changed places every 15 minutes 
‘and in the other every half hour. 
Thirty-four bands in all showed up. 





Jimmie Lunceford Shifts 


To Decca Despite Sale 
Of 448,000 Discs by CR 


Jimmie Lunceford’s band shifts 
from its present recording spot on 
| the 50c Columbia sides to Decca Rec- 
ords after Jan. 1. New agreement 
with Decca is for three years and 
calls for 48 sides per. He was with 
Decca before shifting to his current 
Columbia spot two years ago. 








Reason for changing back to 
Decca is unusual. Columbia admits 
that Lunceford did a good job in 


selling sides for them, but explains 
that the price he was getting wasn’t 
compensated for by the sales. Har- 
old Oxley, Lunceford’s manager 
says that the band sold 448,000 plat- 
ters for Columbia during its two- 
year tenure at that cor~ ny. 

Lunceford plays his elghth straight 
Xmas Eve ance Ca- 
sino, N.Y., this year. Leader always 
reserves that evening for that spot as 
a token of appreciation for having 
| been given dates there in the band’s 
{early days. Outfit plays 3 a.m. to 
6 a.m. ; 


| John Kirby small 





for. Brunswick hotel, Boston, start- 
ing Dec. 9. Stay for week then go 
into Loew’s State, N. Y., Dec. 16, 


then go back to the 
two more stanzas. 
label for Columbia. 


He’s now on 50c 


Restore Charlie Barnet's Union Card 


Now Advises Him—Free to Go With MCA 








American Federation of Musicians 
will hand back to Charlie Barnet his 
right to work as a union member 
|next week. Leader will rejoin his 
band officially in New York at the 
| Famous Door Monday (2) on a one- 
nighter, and starts a week at the 
Apollo theatre, N. Y., Dec. 6. Barnet 
is vacationing in Florida at the mo- 


ment, having left Sunday (24). He'll 
be gone a week. 

Free to negotiate with any other 
| agency since his troublesome con- | 
tract with Consolidated Radio Art- 
lists was bought up last week, Bar- 


net has been negotiating, through his 
| new personal manager Johnny 
| O'Connor, manager of Fred Waring, 


for a deal with Music Corp. of 
America. It’s expected to be closed 
some time this week. Barnet is sup- 
posed to have paid $17,500 for his 
release from CRA, which included 
the $8,500 odd he uwed the agency 
in back commissions. However, that 
figure is unconfirmed. 

O’Connor denies that he has as- 
sumed a personal manager relation- 
ship with Barnet, but admits that in 
the future he will ‘advise and di- 
rect’ him, which is the usual duty 
ofap.m. Position of Charlie Wein- 
traub, who has guided Barnet 
through the past year or more, is 
|}not clear in view of O’Connor’s in- 
terest. 


combo booked | 


Brunswick for | 








Benny Goodman’s one-night stand 
a week ago Saturday (18) at Arcadia 
Hall, Brooklyn, gave the Arcadia 
| Ballroom, New York, a push that 
resulted in the latter’s registering 
the largest single night’s crowd in 
its existence. All due to the fact 
that the sponsors of Goodman’s date 
in Brooklyn ran large adds in daily 
papers spelling out the name of the 
ballroom in large letters and its lo- 
cation in small type. 

New York spot drew approxi- 
mately 3,000 people the same eve- 
ning, many of whom asked for and 
received their money back when 
they found out that Goodman was 
not playing there, but was roosting 
across the river. Others expressed 
surprise at the mistake they had 
made, but remained. Goodman had 
_a crowd of 4,800 to play to. 


SHADOW OF PETRILLO 


It Brings Basie-MCA Pact on Com- 
promise Commission Arrangement 





| 

| Count Basie and Music Corp. of 
| America have temporarily settled 
| the differences between them which 
almost carried Basie’s complaint to 
the American Federation of Mu- 
Sicians. Basie has been seeking, for 
‘the past month or so, a rearrange- 
ment of the commission amounts 
MCA has been exacting from his 
dates, claiming that his high oper- 


ating nut and MCA’s commission 
slice have been shoving his band 
into the red. It was settled by 


MCA’s agreeing to a 30-day trial of 
a sliding scale of commissions based 


on the band’s earnings. 
| Arrangement is unusual. Ac- 
cepted take of agency’s on one- 


make con- 
the average 
3asie’s arrange- 


nighters is 20%, but all 
cessions which bring 
cut to perhaps 12%. 
ment calls for 10% on a gross up to 
$500, 15% up to $750 and 20% be- 
yond that figure. 

Before the confabs which brought 
about the settlement, however, meet- 
ings with James C. Petrillo, AFM 
chief, had been scheduled and called 
off for various reasons by both 
sides. Last had been set for Friday 
(22), but cancelled when both sides 
got together and ironed things out. 
MCA had been taking a straight 20% 


on one-nighters, the usual amount 
on those dates, but Basie claimed 
that long jumps between stops and 


other necessary expenses were eat- 
ing into his end too heavily. 

Basie has been working one-night- 
ers and record dates as a temporary 
|member cf Benny Goodman’s new 
| band while his band laid off. The 
Basie outfit now may go into the 
new uptown Cafe Society, N. Y. 
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ANOTHER MPLS, WES? END, HARLEM, 


VAUDE TRY 
FAILS 


Minneapolis, Nov. 26 

Closing of Alvin marked second 
unsuccessful attempt here in two 
years to put over vaudeville plus 
independent ffirst-run_ films, the 
4,000-seat Minnesota previously hav- | 
ing flopped with similar policy. | 
Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz, long 
associated with burlesque locally, 
quit at Alvin after a try of 10 weeks, 
not one of which was profitable. 

Conclusion among trade here is 
that local public just doesn’t want | 
vaudfilm, especially when screen 
en” constitutes non-major product. 
Judging by Orpheum’s experience, 
only stage policy having chance in 
Minneapolis is occasional name 
band or name personality. 

Alvin was handicapped by smal! 
1,400-seat capacity, stopping it from 
going after important names. It be- 
gan with modified burlesque, but 
after three weeks switched to vaude- 
ville booked out of the William Mor- | 
ris Chicago office, house retaining 
line of girls for flash production 
numbers. Unlike Minnesota, Alvin 
didn’t use band on stage. Another | 
obstacle was stiff 55c admission scale 
required under lease terms and 
probably necessitated, too, by small 
seating capacity. 

Present plans call for Bill Elson 
te move his 15¢c subsequent-run film 
policy from the Palace in lower loop | 
to Alvin, which is only short dis- 
tance from the former 


the going good. Both Alvin and 
Palace are under Minnesota Amus. | 
Co. (Paramount) control. 

Dope has it that Irving Gillman | 
is about to relinquish his 290-seat 
Esquire in heart of loop. He has 
had difficulty in obtaining product 
am. now is suing eight major film 
distributors and the Minnesota 
Amus. Co. for $25,000 damages, al- 
Iezing that they’re responsible for 
his inability to get pictures and that 
the value of his lease has been in- 
jured accordingly. 

Whether Hirsch and Katz will 
return to burlesque is not certain. | 
The Gayety, where they held forth 
for around 20 years, has been taken 
over by Gillman for 15¢ subsequent- 
run double features. 


McCall Nixes ‘Abnormal’ 
Demands of Chi Agency 


Agents’ abnormal demands is the | 
reason given by George McCall, ex- 








VarieETY mugg now heading his own | 
film-radio unit, ‘Man About Holly- 
wood,’ for a possible breakaway 


from Al Borde-Max Halperin repre- 
sentation. 
McCall is currently talking to the 


| 
| 


opposition to the 


FOLDS 106 IN THE RED 


West End theatre, Harlem, N. Y., 


Apoilo theatre, has 


| folded after six weeks of operation. 


afraid to deal 


| New 


, with 
| starring vehicle. 


Seventh | to be self-supporting. Its future was 
Street theatre, where Elson found | Uncertain. 


|merger between United Artists and 


'fu.nbles had 


William Morris agency, although he | 


has some midwest dates lined up in 
the interim. 


dropped 
Harry 


and 


It is estimated to have 
$10.000 during that stretch. 


Brock, owner of the property 


once associated with the operation 
of the Triboro burlesquery in the 
same area, backed the venture. 


Bucking the Apollo, which is near- | 
by and solidly established as a col- 
ored name stand, proved too tough | 
for the West End. It couldn't ob-| 
tain the talent that the Apollo could 
call on because of a smaller budget 
and talent managers were reportedly 
with it for fear of 
antagonizing the Apollo operators 
and jeopardizing future bookings at 
the latter house. 

West End folded after completing 
its sixth week with Teddy Hill’s 
band and a long show. All talent 
was paid off. 








e 15 YEARS AGO®e 


(From VARIETY) 








Famous Players-Lasky was raiding 
the vaudeville theatres in adding to 
their theatre operations. Now 
negotiating for the Jake Wells cir- 
cuit, among other deals. 





Gertrude Lawrence, who came to 
York with ‘Charlot’s Revue’ 
from London, was remaining in 
Gotham. The British actress signed 
Charles B. Dillingham for a 





Radio broadcastins was too poor 





Charlie Chaplin was blocking the 


Metro. The UA stockholder was op- 
posed to what he called a ‘trust.’ 





Queena Mario, the Met opera so- 
prano, and Wilfred Pelletier, the 
Met conductor, were married. 








The Theatre Guild revived Shaw’s | 


‘Androcles and the Lion’ at the| 
Klaw theatre on Broadway. In the | 
cast were Romney Brent, Edward 
|G. Robinson (as Caesar), Henry 
Travers and Tom Powers, among 
others, 





Grantland Rice, the sports writer, 
and Frank Craven collaborated on 
a stage football comedy which had 
its Pittsburgh debut. A couple of | 
to be ironed out, but 
the show looked like ft 

| 


after that 
touchdown 
Broadway. 


by the time it reached 


$1,800 NITERY STICKUP 
San Francisco, Nov. 26. 
Police searching for safe crackers | 
who lifted $1,800 in weekend re-| 
ceipts from Royal Hawaiian Club, lo- | 
cal nitery. 
: 
Bob Chester gets four weeks at the 
Raymor Ballroom, Boston, opening | 





| Christmas Eve. 
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| State, Hartford 


HEATRE of the STARS 


| the customers eat it up. It’s all cross- 
| fire patter between 








; New Acts 





JACK NORWORTH | 
Miniature Collection 


All Day in Full Stage 
Sachs Furniture Co., N. Y. 

Some actors saved their money, 
some saved their programs, some 
saved their writeups, but this | 
guy saved a load of tiny minia- | 
tures that looks like it will add 
a lot of Jack to this Norworth 
guy. 
His dad started the hobby of | 
collecting miniatures over 50 
years ago and handed it over to 
Norworth, who has kept on add- 
ing to the collection until now 
he has over 50,000 items in this 
Tom Thumb knick-knack aggre- 
gation. Portraits of noted ac- 
tors, painted with a hair on the 
heads of pins, a two-inch can- 
non that really shoots, 100 novels 
and biographies bound in real 
leather the size of a fingernail, 
the smallest practical typewriter 
in the world, the smallest set of 
firearms and swords, smallest 
practical electric razor, an elec- 
tric bulb that you have to use a 
magnifving glass to see, besides 
a complete set of sheet music of 
all the songs Jack has written, 
including ‘Shine On. Harvest 
Moon’ and ‘Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game,’ words and music on 
sheets less than a quarter an inch 
long. Thousands of other inter- 
esting trivia. This reviewer 
would suggest he add two items 
to make this eolertion of ‘Tiniest 
Things in the World’ complete—a 
‘Vaudevillian’s Salary’ and ‘An 
Agent’s Heart.’ 

Norworth is ‘showing’ at Sachs’ 
Furniture Co. on 8th avenue and 
35th street. Admission free and 
getting a terrific play from old- 
sters as well as youngsters. He 
makes a nice appearance in a 
blue serge suit, newly shined, 
and a heavy crop of white hair. 

During the Christmas holidays 
all he has to do is add a white 
beard and he can double as 
Santa. He stands around giving 
a lecture and his autograph to 
anybody that asks for them. On 
the ‘supper show’ he chews to- 


bacco. He expects to get a route 
of department and furniture 
stores. I guess he is booked by 


a floor-walker. 

By the looks of his showing at 
Sachs, Norworth is a cinch for 
the Big Time. With his back- 
ground of nearly haif a century 
in show business covering vaude- 
ville, legit, musical comedy, pic- 
tures and radio he will pack ’em 
in any place he shows his tinies. 
And that’s the gimick. He draws 
crowds—either on the way out 
or in to see the store’s bargains 
and buy, or at least look. That’s 
the payoff for any storekeeper. 

If Jack Norworth would add a 
tiny wniano and his not-so-big 
wife Emma to play it while he 
sings some songs as he alone can 
sing ‘em, he would have the 
crowds standing on the beds in 
every furniture store in the 
country. It’s a great act put on 
bv a great showman. The people 
like it. I like it and even he likes 
it. The only thing I ever saw 
that was ler than ing 
in his collection wv - 
ence at a matinee 
tion,” a show 
wishes to forget 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 
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GENE and GLENN 
Comedy 
33 Mins. 


Radio pair, known to ether tuners 
(currently on WTIC and the Red 
net), have plenty of corn to offer and 
the two, with 
one of them (Glenn) seated at a} 
piano. Gene takes the role of a | 
couple of hick characters, Jake and 
Lena, which have been ether trade- 
marked. 


Rapid-fire changes of character 
and attire good for strong doses of 


laughter. Piano thumping by Glenn 
and duo vocaling by both intersperse 
the patter. 

Act runs much too long and should 
| be heavily planed down for theatre 
| dates. Boys have tendency to milk. 


UCK, 


TA, TALENT UNIONS NIX 





| 





Chicago, Nov. 26. 

Theatre Authority and the various 
talent unions and guilds here have | 
refused to give any assistance to the | 
motion picture industry’s annual | 
Christmas Basket Fund shows this | 
year, This is due to complaint by | 
these unions and TA that last year | 
they supplied the Fund officials with | 
a list of some 20 needy theatrical | 
families, but were unable to obtain | 
baskets for these persons. 

In order to get food baskets for 
these families TA and the unions | 
were forced to go to the Mayor’s | 
Christmas Party fund and the Good- 





fellows group. 


see ew ee 


| 
| 


something to look at up there almost 


of the best-publicixed gals in show 


summer stock last season and to her 
Cornell-Fontanne 
wise kids her piece de resistance, ex- 


over. 
deshabille parade and she has that 
down 


body to match, and leaves ‘em cutely | 
and coyly with ‘I can’t take that off, | 


| Dawn DeLees is a secondary stripper 


| when she gets the idea that parading 


CHI M.P. XMAS FUND 


ANN CORIO STRIPS OWN 
PITT RECORD AT 116 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 

Ann Corio in Casino engagement 
last week broke all house records 
for town’s only burlesk site, running 
up a gross of over $11,000 at four- 
bit top in 1,400 seater. Figure in- 
cludes Sunday midnight show. There 
hasn't been a gross like that around 








here on the peel wheel since the old 
Columbia days at the Gayety. 

Stripper broke her own mark at 
Casino, which she established last 
year with close to $8,000. 





Burlesque Review |. 








CASINO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 
‘Girls In Blue’ with Ann Corto, 
Charlie (Kewpie) Kemper, George 


| 
jroutines give ‘It Happens On Ice,’ 





Haggerty, Harry (Shuffles) LeVan, 
Dawn DeLees, Kay Austin, Beth | 
Calvert, Charlie Kaye, Ann Smith, 
Jack Curtis, Line (14). | 





Class begets class, so it’s only 
natural to find the No. 1 stripper on | 
the peel wheel, Ann Corio, heading | 


Izzy Hirst rounds this season. ‘Girls | 
In Blue’ has first-rate comedy, a 
moderately good production, a line | 
that can actually dance and, of| 
course, in La (CI Was A Hit In! 
Legit’) Corio a peeler who lends dis- | 
tinction to the craft. And a boxof- 
fice wow to boot. 


} 

Casino turned 600 away at the} 
opening Sunday midnight show, and 
it was SRO at every performance | 
during the week. That's strictly | 
Corio, not only because gal is really 





la natural, but also because she’s one 


biz today, and that includes 
flicker and legit top-flighters, too. 
This season, she’s preceding her 
undressing with a little ditty called | 
‘I Was A Hit in Legit,’ referring to 


the 


ambitions. Like-| 


plaining when the audience sagged, 
the clothes came off and she was 
Then gal goes into the pre- 
to an artistic 


science, with 


I'll catch cold’ when an offstage | 
voice clamors for the G-string to dis- 
appear, too. She’s burlesk’s one re- 
maining natural today. 

Comedy’s unusually good for a 
touring wheel attraction. That’s 
chiefly due to Charlie (Kewpie) 
Kemper, who was last here few sea- 
sons ago with Lupe Velez, Clifton 
Webb and Libby Holman (at Nixon) 
in ‘You Never Know.’ Big fellow is 
funny and, believe it or not, clean | 
and way he gets across here demon- | 
strates pretty conclusively that the 


sewer isn’t necesary for the strip | 
clientele. Kemper’s assisted by 
George Haggerty and difference in 


their sizes helps a lot. Harry LeVan 


|} is around, too, for the typical wheel 
| stuff but doesn’s overdo it and clicks 


securely for himself with his slide- 
shuffle dance. 

Line for a change looks like a line 
and gals have a flock of nicely-rou- 
tined numbers: ‘Girls In Blue’ also 
has a couple of pretty good voices 
in Jack Curtis and Beth Cz!-ert, who 
work individually and _ together; | 


who looks okay, but will do better 


isn’t waiking on eggs: Charlie Kaye’s | 
an okay straight man and Kay Aus- | 
tin does some fair hoofing in pro-| 
duction spots. Show carries another | 
stripper, Ann Smith, but Casino's 


gone semi-pure and, in addition, ex-} 


| pected big femme trade of Corio, SO | 
| Smith gal’s number, 


a grinder, was | 


cut after opening. Cohen. 


| Phyllis 


| Ronnie Roberts 


MISHAPS, ETC. 
SNARL N. Y. 
ICE SHOW 


Accidents and switches In cast and 





blades show at the Center, N. Y., the 
unique distinction of never having 
given identical performances in the 
first seven weeks, ended last Wednes- 
day. Three performers have suffered 
serious injuries, two others have 
been replaced, three have been 
added and virtually the entire show 
has been revamped since opening 
night. With departure from the pay- 
roll on Saturday (23) of ballet direc- 
tor Catherine Littlefield, ice show is 
expected to remain in its current 
form—barring further accidents. 
Most serious casualty was Hazel 
Caley, who does several trick rou- 
tines with her sister Dorothy. She 
sutfered a concussion of the brain 
that kept her in Roosevelt hospital 
for a week, returning to the show 10 
days ago. Accident left here flattened 
on the ice at the finale after her 


one of the best shows making the | skate caught on her sister’s dress as 


she swung between her legs. Joe 
Cook, star of the show, did a quick 
cover-up and curtain was brought 
down with the house scarcely aware 
that anything happened. 

Couple days later, LeVerne, who 
does a jitterbug routine on runners, 
slashed herself so severely with her 
skates she was out for a week. She 
sliced a vein, causing her to lose so 
much blood she was too weak to 
continue in the show. Less serious 
casualty was Marty Stott, one of the 
Four Bruises act, who sprained a 
knee, keeping him out four days. 

Newcomers to the production are 
Colt and Gilbert Russell, 
vocalists, who replace Joan Edwards 
and Felix Knight. Also added were 
and Jerry Farley, 
skating acrobats. Joe Cook has taken 
on a new foil, Lillian Oldham. En- 
tire show, despite the additions and 
two appearances instead of the for- 
mer one for the Bruises, has been 
cut 20 minutes, mainly by slicing the 


| long ballets and spec numbers. 


Biz consists mainly of family 
trade, accounting for big weekends. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays have been 
a series of benefits. Two extra mats 
will be given Christmas week and a 
midnight performance New Year's 
eve. 
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Philly Nitery Ops Throwing Selves 
A Dinner In Battle Against Curfew 





Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 
Philly nitery operators will hold 
their first annual banquet at the 
Broadwood hotel Dec. 15—but it 
won't be just another dinner. An ad 
pook being gotten up for the — 
sion is expected to raise the first wy 
of jack toward a $50,000 war chest oO 
fight legislation that is stifling the 
nitery biz all over the state. dl 
Main objective is repeal of the 
Saturday night curfew, now being 
stringently enforced and killing —— 
used to be the only lucrative night 
in the week. The damage done by 
this law was highlighted over the 
weekend, when thousands of visitors 
came here for the annual Penn-Cor- 
nell football game and later went 
into the nitery sector. But their cele- 
prating had hardly begun when the 
flatfoot boys with the badges came 
in at midnight — and declared 
*~hool was out, 
Te cate closing dose will be 
doubly hard to swallow next Satur- 
day (30), when the town will be 
overrun with football fanatics for 
the annual Army-Navy game. The 
service grid classic brings the free- 
est spending crowd of all—but the 
powers-that-be at City Hall say it 
will be just another Saturday night 
and the lid will be on at midnight as 
1. 
Another law that the nitery boys 
will try to break is the regular cur- 
few of 2 a.m. on weekdays, They 
seek to extend this at least one hour. 
To add to their headaches, the 
cabaret nabobs have what looks like 
the beginning of a restaurant strong 
arm racket brewing here. It first 
came to light two weeks ago when 
two guys were arrested for throw- 
ing stench bombs at Jack Lynch’s. 
Last week someone threw a bomb 
into Stouffer’s, midtown eatery. 
Detectives say there have been 
rumors of an influx of New York 
and midwest baddies in the past few 
weeks and blame the dirty work on 
them. There are reports that other 
restaurant and cabaret owners have 
been threatened with trouble unless 
they joined a protective association. 


EX-VAUDE ACTRESS’ 
DEATH A MYSTERY 


Charlotte, N. C., Nov. 26. 
injected 








A note of mystery was 
into the death of Mrs. Jennie P. 
Whippier, vaude 
found dead at her home on the Caro- 
lina Beach road near Wilmington on 
Nov. 4, as a coroner’s jury probed 


retired actress, 


the cause of her death. 

At the conclusion of the inquest, 
the jury found that the woman 
came to her death from a cause or 


causes unknown under what appear | 


to be suspicious circumstances. 

She was found dead on the floor 
of her home, clothed only in her 
nightgown, by sheriff’s deputies after 
they had been notified by neighbors 
that they had not seen the elderly 
woman for more than 72 hours. At 
the time, according to Sheriff C. 
David Jones, aii of the doors of the 
house were locked from the inside 
and nothing in the house appeared 
to have been disturbed. 


Pitt’s Stanley Due 





For Straight Films 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 

Looks as if Stanley, WB deluxer, 
Which has been shuttling in and out 
of a vaude policy since late sum- 
mer, is due for a stretch of straight 
Pix. No vaude bookings following 
Louella Parsons unit, which opens 
Friday (29), and with holidays ap- 


Proaching, it’s doubtful if manage- | 


ment will make an effort to grab off 


additional name bookings until 
Xmas at least. 
Stanley had Baurel-Hardy last 


week, 


is playing Bette Davis pic- 
ture, 


‘The Leiter,’ on its own and 


other straight Pix session, 
Preem of Hal Roach’s ‘Road Show.’ 
Nothing definitely set to follow, and, 
although contracts have been inked 
With Kay Kyser, Glenn Miller, Gene 
Krupa and couple of other bands, 
dates haven’t been filled in yet and 
Wont.be until .first of “year, 





¥ 


Nitery Op in Clink 


New Orleans, Nov. 26. 

Felix Maggiore, co-owner of the 
‘Frank and Bob’ nitery of Lake 
Charles, La., who was convicted Nov. 
15 on two counts of an indictment 
charging conspiracy to violate the 
income tax laws, was sentenced Fri- 
day (22) in federal court here to 
serve 18 months in the federal peni- 
tentiary and pay a fine of $1,000 and 
costs. Also charged in the alleged 
conspiracy, but acquitted, were Rob- 
ert Dalovisio, the other partner in 
the night club, and George W. Wood- 
ward, Lake Charles tax consultant. 

Maggiore was charged with eva- 
sion of $6,432.68 in taxes on the in- 
come of himself and his wife in 1937. 
Sentence was imposed on the first of 
two counts, Judge Borah suspending 
sentence on the second count and 
placing Maggiore on probation for 
five years to begin at the expiration 
of his sentence. 








VS. HENIE 
SHOW 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

Rehearsals of Sonja Henie’s ice 
troupe resumed following settlement 
of a strike over the past weekend 
and skaters leave next Tuesday (3) 
for Houston, Texas. Eight line girls 
who do specialty bits were awarded 
salary increase from $60 to $75 
weekly. 

Others returned at basic agree- 
ment wage of $60 weekly, but re- 
ceive adjustment in rehearsal pay 
and transportation in lieu their de- 
mand for pay hike to $75. Scale for 
rehearsals was fixed at $30 weekly. 

Settlement was engineered by 
Kenneth Howard, of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists Interna- 
tional rep, and Arthur Wirtz, pro- 
moter of the ice show. 


Sims, Bailey to S. A. 
St. Louis, Nov. 26. 
Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey, cur- 
rently at the Chase Club, west end 
nitery, are prepping for a South 
| American tour that will begin in Rio 
|de Janeiro next month. As soon as 














i they finish the local engagement, the | 


second two-week stand this season, 
|they will return to New York and 
| then sail for below the equator 

| .The preem of Sims’ first 
| phonic composition, tagged ‘Blythe- 
| wood,’ skedded for February in N. Y., 
will be postponed unless 
back in this country by that time. 


sym- 


SETTLE STRIKE 


Sims is | 


Woolfolk Quits Sun 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 
Boyle Woolfolk has severed his 
connection and partnership with the 
Gus Sun office here. Woolfolk, 
however, will continue to operate a 
fair booking office on his own. 


He will also continue as booking 
representative for the Butterfield 
circuit and other theatres. 


DETROIT AGVA 
WINS 1ST STRIKE 


Detroit, Nov. 26. 

It didn’t take the newly formed 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
local here long to win its first strike 
and to sign up its first contract. It 
was just 45 minutes from the time 
pickets swung in line in front of Ted 
Cox’s Cafe until the ink was drying 
on the dotted line and the new union 
was ready to start moving in on the 
other estimated 1,200 spots in the 
state using entertainers, 

The first strike and contract ma- 
terialized unexpectedly. Cox’s Cafe 
signed up Ted LaRue, a one-man 
band who is accused by the union 
of doing cut-rate work. Golden in- 
structed Al Frazer, m.c. of the show, 
not to introduce LaRue. An argu- 
ment developed and Cox discharged 
Frazer. With the exception of 
LaRue, the other two acts in the 
show, Halaine Ricard, dancer, and 
Mark Evans, comedy skater, hit the 
street with him. The picket line was 
swelled by a pair of lookers, Elaine 
Marko and Joy St. Clair, dancers. 

Auto workers here, whose union 

















(cross the line and Cox said he was 
| willing to come to terms. It was 45 
| minutes from the time Frazer went 
}out until the contract was made. 
Everything ended peacefully enough, 
| although Frazer didn’t go back in, 
| the union booking him elsewhere 
|and assuring him his wage. Neither 
|did LaRue continue in the show and 
he was ordered to face hearings on 
|the cut rate charges, 


‘Edwards Radio Show 
Part of Palace, Cleve.; 





Merry Macs Also on Bill 





Ralph Edwards will do his ‘Truth 
|}or Consequence’ program from the 
stage of the Palace, Cleveland, as 
part of the stageshow for the week 
beginning Friday (29). He'll also 
do his regular Procter & Gamble 
broadcast from there Saturday night 
(30), with Mel Allen making the 
trip from New York for the single 
day. Program will be the same for 
all shows as that done over the air, 
with people from the audience par- 
ticipating and the usual prizes every 
performance. 

Gloria Jean and the Merry Macs 
|are also on the vaude bill. 


numbers well over 200,000, refused to | 


Trail of Rubber Checks Behind Fold 





Connors ‘Surprised’ 


San Francisco, Nov. 26. 

Reports that he is angling for post 
of national executive secretary of 
the American Guild Variety Artists 
came as a ‘complete surprise’ to Vic 
Connors, local executive secretary. 
First he had heard of such a move 
was when he read it in Variety, 
Connors said. He declined to com- 
ment further, 

Connors is believed to have sup- 
port of Kenneth Thomson, Screen 
Actors Guild executive secretary, 
and I. B. Kornblum, -L. A. counsel 
and executive secretary of American 
Federation of Radio Artists. 

Connors has spent considerable 
time of late at sessions in Los An- 
geles. 


AGVA'S NEW BD. 
PLANS MORE 
CHANGES 


First meeting of the new executive 
board of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists reached no definite con- 
clusions Monday (25) and was ad- 
| journed till today (Wednesday). 
|Several more changes are expected 
‘to be made by this all-powerful 

















| board in the union’s setup, with pos- 


| sSibly further shifts in national per- | 


] sonnel eventuating. 
Further meetings were held late 
|last week by Hoyt Haddock, execu- 
jtive secretary, and Dewey Barto, 
| president of AGVA, with Major L. E. 
| Thompson, of RKO, regarding the 
|AGVA agreement with all vaudfilm 
theatres in N. Y. Thompson’s re- 
|cent illness held up the signing of 
lthis pact, later further postponed 
until AGVA cleaned house, but now 
ithe contract is said to be in accord 
| with all the views of both sides. It 
|'will run for five years and should 
be signed this week. 

In view of the theatre deal, AGVA 
met late last week with an official 
committee of the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn., 


operation between the agents’ and 
actors’ groups. 


New Meller Spot 


Houston, Nov. 26. 
The Old Opry House, nitery fea- 
turing burlesque melodrama, opened 
Thursday night (21). ‘Ten Nights in 
a Barroom’ is the opening show. 
Bert Sloan, Houston musician, is 
operating the club. A chorus of 
Houston girls 
Sloan, and Houston Little Theatre 
players provide the talent. 











franchised by AGVA, | 
with the view of getting closer co- | 
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Of Majestic, Bklyn; May Go to D.A. 





Bouncing checks are leaving @ 
trail behind the folderoo early last 
week (17) of the abortive vaudeville 
attempt at the Majestic, Brooklyn, 
Meanwhile, nobody has been able to 
reach Evans & Lee, Strand Theatre 
building agents, who’ booked the 
house, and there’s a movement un- 
der way to take the matter to the 
district attorney’s office, 


Checks for $250 and $350, given 
the Three Sailors and Henny Young- 
man, respectively, who worked the 
first week’s show, made as quick 
trips coming back as they did going 
to the banks. The paper was signed 
by William Levine, president, and 
Henry Schwartz, treasurer, of the 
Dell Corp., which had leased the 
theatre for five years but only oper- 
ated it nine days. 


There’s also a claim on file with 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists for $2,000 due The Three Stooges, 
who headlined the second week's 
show. Latter played only two days 
when the musicians’ union yanked 
Jack Denny’s orch and the house 
closed. Musicians were supposed to 
have been paid nightly, but weren't 
and the union cracked down. 

All efforts by AGVA, actors and 
their agents to reach Evans & Lee 
have thus far failed. They just ain't 
answering the telephone nor has 
anybody detected them coming to 
their office in the building. Harry 
Bestry was also concerned in the 
booking of the house, but nobody has 
held him accountable. He was sup- 
posedly in the position of a con- 
sultant. Arthur Lee signed the con- 
tracts for the acts. 

AGVA meanwhile denies that it 
had given anybody the impression 
that the house had put up a full 
bond in escrow before the theatre 
opened. Mildred Roth, counsel for 
AGVA, states that only sufficient 
money to guarantee part of Henny 
Youngman’s salary, plus an addi- 
tional $400, was banked with the 
union. However, she _ states the 
bookers gave agents to understand 
that one-third security had been filed 
with the union, with this even in- 
cluded in the Three Stooges’ con- 
tract, but none of the agents both- 
ered to check up whether that was 
true. 


AGVA, WHITEHEAD BOTH 
SEEK OUTDOOR DEALS 


Chicago, Nov. 26. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 








|and the Ralph Whitehead union will 


| was head of 


trained by Margie | 








LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Pl. 





\f, restaurant at 


both be represented at the annual 
convention of the International Fair 
Secretaries here next month. White- 
head is sending Guy Magley, who 
the Amer Federa- 
tion of Actors here. 

AGVA particularly is readying for 
a drive to obtain 100% contracts 
with carnivals and fairs in line with 
its recent campaign to organize all 
performers in the outdoors field. 


ican 





Two Army Officers 
Beaten, Nitery Closed 


San Antonio, Nov. 26. 

Two local Army officers were 
found slashed and both badly beaten 
in front of the Nite Spot here Satur- 
day morning (23) by local police 
officers. Ten of the Nite Spot cus- 
tomers and employes were held for 
questioning, but were released later 
on in the day. 

The night club was ordered closed 
by local police. Army officials are 
also investigating. 


Treasure Island, New Pade 
Nitery, Files to Reorganize 


A voluntary petition for reorgani- 
zation under Chapter X of the bank- 
ruptcy act was filed by the Treasure 
Island Restaurant Corp. in N. Y. 
federal court yesterday (Tuesday). 
_Assets are approximately $8,000, and 
| 106 creditors are listed, but not the 
amounts owed. 
| The bankrupt filed through its 
president, Walti Walti, and is en- 
gaged in conducting a cabaret and 
Broadway and 53d 
street. It opened about three weeks 
ago. It proposes to pay 50% to un- 
secured creditors whose claims are 
$50 or less, and 15% to other un- 
secured creditors. The weekly pay- 
roll is $1,000, and $10,000 will be 
needed to ,continpe opesatians for an 











tional month. 
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MUSIC HALL, N.Y. | 


Rosemarie Brancato, Jack Powell, 
Neal Kennedy, Andrew Grieve, 
Mauricette Melbourne, Katherine 
Harris, Rockettes, Music Hall Glee 
Club, Music Hall Corps de Ballet, 
Music Hall Symphony Orch under 
direction of Erno Rapee, Richard 
Leibert at the organ; ‘Bitter Sweet’ 
(M-G), reviewed in VARIETY, Nov. 
20. 


Relieving Russell Markert, who 
has put on several recent shows in 
a row here, the house’s ballet mis- 
tress, Florence Rogge, steps forth to 
try her hand once again at being a 
producer. She has turned out a few 
shows in the past and usually she 
sees to it that her ballet babies are 
not as overlooked as they sometimes 
are at the hands of producing 
brethren over here. 

Miss Rogge’s unit is in five parts 
and refiects a daintiness, or what 
might be regarded as a woman's 
touch, in the settings, background 
and performance. The _ costum- 
ing and lighting are excellent, while, 
Bruno Maine’s sets are highly color-| 
ful. Since the show is billed ‘In | 
the Blue.’ that tint dominates 
throughout, leading up to ‘The Blue 
Danube.’ which is somewhat in the! 
nature of establishing a flavor in 
keeping with the picture that fol- 
lows, also in the Viennois mood. 

Miss Rogge’s ‘Danube’ number, her 
most ambitious on the program, .5 
also the outstander. The full stage, 
is used and featured are the ballet) 
girls who do an ingeniously con- 
ceived number manipulating a 
large, blue silken sheet to simulate 
Danubian waves in a general sort of 
way. 

The glee club and Rosemarie) 
Brancato, latter making her first ap-| 

earance here, provide the vocal 
ae teaecl and along the sides of 
the auditorium are supernumeraries | 
seated in chairs as though in theatre 
boxes watching a performance. The 
whole effect is impressive. Toward, 
the close of the number, a scrim! 
reveals couples waltzing on a raised! 
latform upstage. Miss Brancato 
eads off the singing solo, glee club 
coming in later on. She has a voice 
of particularlv ingratiating qualities. 

Ballet group also opens the show! 
in ‘Blue China,’ a brittle portion in 
which the toe thesps represent cups, 
sugar bowl, cream pitcher, etc. Be- 
hind them, its face toward the audi- 
ence, is a blue plate centered by two 
living figures, one of whom, 
Katherine Harris, steps downstage to 
do a very clever toe tap specialty, | 
including some fine work on a set of 
stairs. 

The composition, ‘Intermezzo,’ 
which was heard on the screen here 
last season in the picture of the 
same name, is employed for the glee 
club and Mauricette Melbourne, 
whistler. An okay interlude. 

The Rockettes are in kilts this 
week, performing a fast and slick 
routine. A very impressive Scot- 
tish landscape set, a backdrop for 
which gives remarkable semblance 
of depth. lends nice scenic atmos- 
phere. Girls are led on by two bag- 
pipe players, Neal Kennedy and An- 
drew Grieve. 

Here before, Jack Powell is given 
a kitchen setting in blue and his 
chair has been dabbed in part by 
that same color. The lad with the 
drumsticks, whose timing and 
rhythm are perfect, is doing sub- 
stantially the same routine as in the 
past. He might develop some new 
variations to advantage. Also, 
Powell was on pretty long Friday 
evening, when caught. 

In addition to feature and stage 
show, layout includes a brief session 
with Richard Leibert at the organ, 
usual newsreel clips and fresh issue 
of March of Time dealing with 
Mexico. Char. 


| 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, Nov. 21. 
Balabanow Five, Paul 
and Wing, 
Trio, Larry Flint 
Still Alive’ (RKO) 
min’ Hole’ (Mono). 


A good all around variety bill im- 
proves steadily as it moves through 
New to 
is the Milt Herth Trio, and 
they’re taking extra bows here on 


the hour’s 
Boston 


running time. 


every show. 
Combo of electric organ, 


send it. Act is nicely staged, with 
Herth at the organ and Jack Conner, 
drums, both perched on a portable 
platform. Wilson McGrath, piano, is 
set close to the platform so they can 
huddle for their stirring jive. At 


show caught, they turned out ‘After | audience insisted on her coming back teeterboard work. 


You’re Gone,’ with Conner taking a 
solo on the marimbaphone; ‘Whistler 


and His Dog,’ a slick swing stunt: | 


‘Sheik of Araby’ and ‘Loch Lomond.’ | with energy. wow ’em with their dis- | 4 triple somersault into a chair held 
Just a matter of opinion as to which | tinctive singing, humming and in-, 0M the shoulders of the anchor man. 
They’re all good | strumentalizing. 


number is standout. 
and hot. 

Sibyl Bowan, comic impersonator, 
fs a perennial here, but always wel- 
come. Hardworking and projecting 
vitality all the way, she gives out 
plenty of laughs in her few, cleverly 
conceived impressions. The carica- 


ture of Eleanor Roosevelt is still the | 


highlight. and the hokum version of 
Gloria Swanson is, as usual, a laugh- 
cower because of the ridiculous 


Nolan, Toy 
Sibyl Bowan, Milt Herth 
House Orch: ‘I’m 
and ‘Old Swim- 


drums | 
and piano as a swing band is a swell 
novelty, and the boys know how to 


which she features. Miss 
opens with a Carmen Miranda im- 


personation that got light attention, | 


probably because this type of audi- 
ence has never seen the original. 
Same might go for her Beatrice Lil- 
lfe number which follows, but the 
material is so breezy 
clicks. 

Tov and Wing, in the trey, were 
well received in their exciting ball- 
room routines, and when caught had 
to beg off. Oriental couple are 


| young, fresh and swingy, and their 


dancing is refreshingly varied and 
tricky throughout. Girl clicks in a 
short toe solo, in fast tempo, and the 
bov got applause for his fast splits. 
Paul Nolan, juggler, shows off 
some smart stuff in the deuce. He’s 
a clever tosser of hats and balls, but 
his manner of presenting is 
what corny in spots. But he gets 
good laughs through the comedy biz. 
Encore is of the type to make the 
customers remember him: tossing 
from toe to head a saucer, cup, sugar 
cube, and a spoon, in that order. 
The Balabanow Five, mixed, offer 
ensemble accordion playing and some 


|incidental dancing as a satisfctory 


opening act. Fox. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 23 
Harry James Orch (15), Dick 
Haymes, Rita and Ed Oehman, Dick, 
Don and Dinah, Gloria Jean, Four 
Ink Spots (5); ‘Lititle Bit of Heavew 
(U). 


With Gloria Jean in person for 
three days along with her newest 
picture. ‘Little Bit of Heaven,’ and 


| ; j - 
with the rest of the show spotted for | Closing the show is Jack Teagar 


a full week, this array had what it 
took to pull the biggest three days’ 
attendance in the theatre’s history. 
Entertainment itself comprises al- 
most entirely swing music, singing 
and dancing, there being a minimum 
of comedy and variety. While show 
itself is far from being among the 


best at this house, it likely affords | 


full satisfaction for the younger ele- 
ment, including the jitterbugs. of 
course. James, 
Goodman trumpeter, has a first-rate 
hot band calculated to send the 
swingaroos into seventh heaven. And 


the Ink Spots’ fans—they apparently | 


are legion—delivered a full measure 
of what’s expected of them. As for 
Gloria Jean, the young singing star 
did nothing in the way of perform- 
ance, but gave her followers a peek 
at her in the flesh. 

The James outfit’s arrangements 
and tempto leave the hep cats noth- 
ing to be desired. Same goes for se- 
lection of numbers. James himself. 
the emcee, is very much in evidence 
with his trumpet. soloing frequently 
to the customers’ delight. There’s a 
trio of trumpeters and it joins up 
with James on one occasion for a ses- 
sion in front of the mike. 

James doesn’t wait long to intro- 
duce his only vocalist. Dick Haymes, 
personable, pleasing baritone, who's 
featured in the initial number, 
‘Only Forever.” Rita and Ed Oehman, 
one of the three acts (not counting 
Gloria Jean). are at their best in 
rhythmic and precision taps The 
girl’s screwy comedy introductions to 


her vocals. including ‘When Irish 
Eyes Are Smiling.’ ‘The Little Red 
Fox’ and ‘Freddy the Freshman.’ are | 


too drawn out and considerably over- | 


done. More dancing and less 
edy and singing might improve the 
act. but ‘Freddy the Freshman’ is 
oke, and the male’s tapping on one 
foot and tapping through various 
hodv gyrations are even more than 
that. 

The band lands solidly with 
for Nothing at All,” Haymes’ vocaliz- 
ing scoring in this number and ir 


1 

swing arrangement of ‘Old Man 
River” James and his trumnet are 
in the spotlight for ‘My Last Good- 
bye,’ which precedes another of the 
acts. Dick, Don and Dinah. comedy 
acrobats and balancers, who include 


some difficult feats 


For novelty they 
bounce 


around on a two-foot rub- 
ber ball which also is utilized in a 
number of stunt helnir sy te 





) provide 

unusual angles for the latter 
A concerto for the trumnet cection 
neluding James. ic flashy and «J omni 
hot iusical stuff. with the leader 
himself demonstrating excentiona 
skill and proficiency in his inctru- 
mental work. The ‘Two o'Clock 
Jump’ by the band also is torrid 


| with the musicians, and eventuallv 
the audience clapping hands in 
| rhvthm with the music. 

Miss Jean 


was interviewed bv 
James. who. at the openins show. 
| appeared to be ill at ease in his radio 


| reportorial role, and had to refer to | 


|a paper for his questions. At times 
| he was almost inaudible. even over 
| the mike. She tells of herself. her 
| work and Hollywood in resnonse to 
| James’ queries, and that’s all. The 
| until James informed that a_ sore 
| throat vrevented her singing. 

The Four Ink Spots, 


and add a bit of 
clowning and jibbing for good meas- 
ure. They do the numbers which 


jhave won them popularity on the 


dises. and they go overboard plug- 
ging these records. Selections in- 
elude ‘Jim Jam Jump.’ ‘Java Jives.’ 
‘We Three,’ ‘Who?,’ ‘Maybe’ and ‘If 
I Didn’t Care.” They make the day 
complete for the jiveroos. 

Capacity and many outside waiting 


| to vet in for the first performance at 
rlesque” of a vampy dance solo 


12:50 p.m. Friday (22). Rees. 


Bowan 





that this one) 


STATE, N. Y. 





Frances Faye, Paul Gerrits, The 
Herzogs (5), Jack Teagarden’s Orch 
with Burton Pierce, David Allen and 
Butch Stone; ‘Arise My Love’ (Par). 


All of the strength at the State! 


this week is on the screen, the stage 
end being decidedly featherweight. 
Business depends on just how much 
‘Arise My Love’ milked the Broad- 
way trade in its socko three-week 
run at the nearby Paramount. 


dresses. x. 
Go’ is below r. 
: Adrian Rollin, Trio close bill with 
14 minutes of torrid tunes played in 
swing style on guitar, bass and vibra- 
phone. Rollini is the kingpin, of 
course, and his handling of the ham- 
mers is plenty dextrous. Evidently 
had a following, for enthusiastic mitt 
slaps demanded an encore and big- 
off. Act probably costs plenty but 
isn’t strong enough to carry rest of 
bill. A couple of comedy acts to re- 


place two of the dancing and acro)| 


turns would have rounded out the 
bil into more acceptable fare. 


Her vocalizing of ‘There 


some- | 


the former Benny | 


come | 


‘Oh. 


overflowing | 


Biz light at third show Friday 
(28), opening day. Kiley. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


One turn currently is sorely dis- | 
appointing. Paul Gerrits a couple | 
of years ago looked like a coming | 
Edgar Bergen on skates. He had 
a swell comedy style and a refresh- 
ing manner of telling ag none 8 gags 
and yet make them very laughable. | ails’ 93 

‘i ; h he either Newurk, Nov, 23. 
But it seems as en etes, or else| Gray Gordon Orch with Art Perry 
‘hasn't taken the trouble to buy any. | 2nd Meredith Blake; Tommy Wonder 
Also, a couple of his gags are too and Betty, Emerald Sisters (2), 
\far over the borderline, especially Charles ‘Slim Timblin Co. (3), Joe 
that regarding the fat lady and the | Fecher’s House Orch; ‘Melody Ranch 
‘talcum powder. On _ his skating | (Rep.). 
| ability, however, he’s plenty clicko, , 

but skating acts aren't topnotch | The usual Adams entertainment 
| next-to-closers. neem w an Om gg Bon 

as .,.|some hoofing and comedy, 
| se nane S0e, poeeeee — | seem to _ this ee although acts 
| ae 4 , ey *| individually are o.k, 
| Caan aie oe “aie | Gray Gordon's band shoulders most 
previous impressions here. mer | tS ee he aed with its 
— a SS et Novelties include brass choir ar- 





rial. That long .outine about the | Tangement of When the Swallows 
Bam Ra a th. Ruby | Come Back to Capistrano,’ one of the 
to A ge a gag longest and dizziest drum solos on 


|record, and medley of 
used by various orchs. 
Of band’s two vocalists, Art Perry, 
heavy-voiced and assured, does most 
|den’s band, which is distinguished | of the work, and Meredith Blake ap- 
| via having the three-rhythm section | parently goes along for the ride. 
{on the audience’s right hand, with | Miss Blake is long on looks, but her 
the reeds and brasses on the left.| voice is on the microscopic side. 
This makes it a little tough for those | After singling through show, pair 
| who, through years of witnessing | combine efforts on ‘I Am An Ameri- 
popular bands, have become strictly | can’ finish, song introduced by this 
left-handed rhythm listeners. Tea- | outfit. Number turns out to be super 
garden also follows the modern '! flag-waver, with film shots of sol- 
|idiom of playing arrangements that! diers marching, Red Cross nurses, 
‘only a Sigmund Spaeth can asso- | White House, Statue of Liberty, etc., 
ciate with the original melody. For, thrown on opaque screen dropped in 
instance, he announces a special ar- | front of orch. 
rangement of ‘Dark Eyes’ and it| Tommy Wonder and Betty do all 
comes out like ‘Bei Mir Bist du/right selling some free and easy 
Schoen.’ |dance routines, and Betty helps out 
There are two vocalists with the 


|makes the paid audience feel aw- vign-ofs 


| fully lonesome. 





band, David Allen, who actually | partner clicks with a tophat strut, 
looks as though he’s squeezing out | and also hoofing it with life-size 
two tunes, and Butch Stone, one of | dummy. 


the sax players. who gets a little 
tiresome with ‘My Feets Too Big’ 
and an over and over-again reprise 


The Emerald Sisters (2) pick up 
several laughs and a decent hand 
with their knockdown comedy acro- 


of one eccentric dance step. On the batics. Variegated pratfalls seem to 
punchier side is Burton Pierce, a | be their specialty. 

familiar young hoofer along Fred Charles ‘Slim’ Timblin, in black- 
Astaire lines. face, delivers his standard hokum 


Show’s lone socks are the opening 
Herzogs, five femme aerialists. One 
of the girls comes up as an audience 


sermon that could be funnier but not 
much more raw. Then he brings on 
blackface couple for phoney wedding 


stooge for the finale and delivers |ceremony and some run-of-the-mill 
some swell tricks on the trapeze,|828S about matrimony. Act got 
which she swings high over the pit. polite hand, but no encore en- 
t's a nice-looking and nicely rou- | COuragement. | 
tined novelty. . B.o. fairly good at noon show 


Business was fair and the layout | Saturday (23). 
ran 63 minutes when caught, but it | 
appeared as though the clock had 


stopped for at least a half hour. 
Scho. 


Kent. 
APOLLO, N. Y. 


Cab Calloway Orch (16), Avis An- 


| 
' 


| drews, Cotton Club Boys (6), Moke 
LYRIC INDPLS and Poke, Anise and Aland, Cozy 
| . . Cole, House Line (16); ‘Mystery 
- - | Raider’ (Par). 
: Indianapolis, Nov. 22. —— 
_ Adrian Rollini Trio, Six Grays, Cab Calloway, his band and 
Timmy and Freddy, The Freddysons | specialty artists, | plus Moke and 
7s Adriana and Charley, Bunnie, Poke and Anise and Aland, are giv- 
Hh ng Dispatch from Reuter’s' ing this house the slickest assortment 


of entertainment on tap in weeks. 
May be a bit topheavy on dancing, 
but makes up for that through yeo- 
man work of veteran talent and full 
elimination of usual skits at this 
house. 


Despite 


It looks like somebody got crossed 
up in the booking of this week’s bill 
at the Lyric for the showing of two 
dancing acts, two acrobatic acts. and 
the Rollini Trio is proving that 
silence isn’t golden at the boxoffice. 
Five acts, plus winner of WFBM 
Talent Parade Contest, are billed as 


superlative stage show 


when caught Monday night. 


Lineup 
'19041’%c Wy , ini F e 
1941's New Idea Revue,’ a certain! and routining of Calloway aggrega- 
misnomer as _the customer learns) tion vary little from its show given 
when he see 59 minutes of 


. regula-, last month at the Flatbush, Brock- 
tion vaude fare. 


There lant =o talking act lyn. Moke and Poke, snappy tap 
iss antes a a ts act on the| and eccentric-stepping male team, 
Ak, «©With “the exception of Timmy) are spotted in place of the Three 
and Freddy,..a team of colored! Chocolateers 
hoofers who would have been better Also, the band is using more jive 
ea had they been muzzled.| tunes. ‘Come On With the Come- 

iis 


town is close enough to the On,’ ‘Are You Hep to the Jive’ and 
south to resent profanity from col-| ‘St. James Infirmary’ are those in 
ored performers on the category, last — 


satenous fun-poking at ‘We the, plenty brown. Organization also is 
People’ program is also in very poor 


Stage.! this 


tae P using “Only Forever,’ ‘Papa’s in Bed,’ 
aste, hey do a forced encore,| and ‘Hour of Parting’ for contrast. 
some ic - - atin an ‘ | 
some _ difficult acrobatic dancing,| C alloway contributes a vocal to 


actually delivering abou two minutes 
of entertainment in their 13 minutes 
on the stage. 
Six Grays are okay deuce act. | 

Five girls and one man do a series of 
tap routines, breaking up into duos 
and trios. Have some nice changes 
of costume and are expert with the 
| tootsies, Freddysons open. with| 
Seven men do 

| the usual flip-flop tricks but top off | 
| other, similar acts with a four-high | 
shoulder-stand from the board, also! 


nearly every tune, the aud up here 
apparently not caring if he warbled 
or not. 

Cozy Cole, drummer with the crew, 
, continues to be spotlighted with his 
endurance solo while the conga 
novelty finish still sends ’em away 
happy. Avis Andrews,  topflight 
soprano, is a cleanup with ‘Handful 
of Stars’ and ‘Night and Day.’ 

Moke and Poke offer the comedy 
lift with their crazy tapstering and 
near acrobatics. Boys’ imitation of 
a Harlem jitterbug dancing couple 
is neat clowning. Anise and Aland, 


More acrobatics are provided by fast-steppi 
| ( ‘ y| fast-stepping dance combo, con- 
_ Adriana and Charley, who perform) tribute three terp conceits with 
| nicely on the trampoline. Also a grace. 


good number two act if there had 
been enough deuce spots to go 
around this week. Unusual angle of 
this act is the muscle work of the 
woman, who does all the ground 
work for her bouncing partner. 
Radio’s contribution to the stage this 
week is Bunnie Pierce, WFBM ama- 
teur winner, who must have been 
| chosen because she had two evening 


Clarence Robinson, house stager, 
employs the house line in a mili- 
tary drill to open and segue into the 
Cotton Club Boys’ slick tapping. 
Chorines sport party dresses for a 
soft shoe production number and 
Latinesques garb for the finale. They 
have little enough to do in this show 

so there’s little excuse for some 
of the slipshod work, Wear. 


account. | 


with a bit of comic chirping. Male} 


value for the Apollo, audience sel-| 
dom warmed up to Calloway’s crew} 


being done up| 


STRAND, N. Y. 





Ray and Trent, Roy Davis, ; 
and Shore, Roseanne onenes ee 
riet Hilliard, Ozzie Nelson Orch. 
‘The Letter’ (WB), reviewed in 
Variety, Nov. 20. 





Bette Davis and ‘The Letter’ are 
on the screen to guarantee solid 
boxoffice, so the Strand is short. 
changing a bit on the current stage 
bill. Ozzie Nelson's band, with Har. 
riet Hilliard and several 
| reasonably diverting, but hardly a 
| potent draw. 


Entire stageshow is familiar, Ne}. 
son's band is agreeable, if unremark. 
able. His style is a compromise be. 
tween sweet and hot, while the ar. 
rangements are pretty much stand. 

}ard. Leader himself has a pleasant 
_rather opaque personality, with an 
unobtrusively modest manner. Ag 
| always, he uses the Mr. and Mrs, do- 
mesticity formula: for one number 
with Miss Hilliard. She’s togged to 
enhance her looks and makes the 
most of her slim voice and somewhat 
chilly personality. Does three num- 
bers, clicking emphatically with a 
flock of special choruses of ‘I Ain't 
xyot Nobody’ (divide that last word 
in two and she visibly ain't telling 
| the truth). 

; Of the other acts, Ray and Trent 
score as always with their stunning 
| hand-balancing acrobatics. Roy 
Davis, another familiar turn, does 
| punchy pantomimic accompaniment 
of recordings played on a special 
amplifying phonographic gadget on- 
stage. It’s uncannily skilful and 
suggests he may expand his pan- 
tomime to include various other 
kinds of comedy. 


Harris and Shore, dance buffoons, 
offer several routines burlesquing 
terp teams. It’s obvious, but fairly 
good. Roseanne Stevens, apparently 
a vocalist with Nelson’s band, works 
the ‘cute personality’ angle. She’s a 
pert youngster of the sort who may 
presently acquire skill and poise 
with experience, or may hop about 
in front of a band for a couple of 
seasons and then disappear from no- 
| tice. Hobe. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 





acts, are 





Chicago, Nov, 24. 
| Jan Garber Orch with Lee Ben- 
nett, Fritz Heilbron, Dorothy Cord- 
| ray, Billy Gilbert and Co. (2), Carter 
| and Holmes, Marjorie Daye; ‘Angels 
Over Broadway’ (Col). 


Snappy show, full of entertain- 
ment and topped by boxoffice items 
that indicate one of the best money 
sessions this house has had. Show 
zips along in great fashion without 
a letdown and with a continuous 
parade of variety entertainment. 

Jan Garber orchestra Is a Chfeago 


favorite. Started here on its way to 
big-time, the Garber band comes 
| back after a lapse of a couple of 


vears to find that it still has its 
strong following. Garber himself 
makes a smooth and easy m.c. for 
the show. calling the acts pleasantly 
and handling some crossfire with 
Billy Gilbert in excellent stvle. His 
band remains a sweet-sounding out- 
fit and built of all-around popular 
appeal. 


sjalty 

Lee Bennett Is the specialty 
crooner and he turns in a capable 
job on three numbers. Could do 


more, but business demands that the 
show length be kept down in order 
to get the turnover. Fritz Heilbron 
steps down from his cornet duties to 
deliver a good baritone number and 
then surprise with some excellent 
falsetto mimicking of Bonnie Baker 
and Mary Martin. 

Other vocalist on the show fs 
Dorothy Cordray, who manages to 
put over a genuine click despite the 
confliction of singing by Bennett and 
Heilbron. Miss Cordrav has the 
basis of a real name with her smooth 
sweet warbling and pleasing han- 
dling of pop tunes. 


Carter and Holmes are a st yndard 
knockabout team that has bee! 
around for some time. Have a m!xX- 
ture of clowning and knockabout 


acrobatics which add up to enter- 
tainment anywhere. Bright dancing 
spot is Marjorie Dave. who has an 
outstanding contro] routine Backed 
with great appearance on figure and 
youth, Miss Daye unlimbers a high- 
lv skilled turn of control acrobatics 
| which must score anywhere, ans 
\time. She is a cinch for the best 
Ber egy is ha musical shows or the top 
| nite spots. ; 
| It's a pleasure to watch Billy Gil- 
| bert make a_ personal appearance 
| With his vaude background, Gilbert 
|returns from pictures with a name 
and a sure sense of showmanshin 
| that comes from years of vaude 
| trouving. Greeted by a bang-Un ) | 
‘ception from this audience, Gilber 
| proceeded to tear things apart with 
hi. two dialect sessions, oncé Wr 
| his femme partner in which he does 
a chef and the other with Garber IP 
which he is a tailor. Two comed 
| sessions which are played to the hilt 
|for howls by Gilbert. A comedian 
who can handle any audience. Gll- 
| bert was a roar from start to finish 
He turns on tiie sneezing routine to 
| good effect. and wisely keeps it 


down to a short sequence merely 
establish his film specialty Sat- 
| Business fine at the first show = 
lurday -(23). oom 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Dest Arnaz, Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl, 
Vincente Gomez, Ben Yost’s Singing 
Gauchos (8), Galvan and his San 
Souci Dancers (6), Gae Foster Boys | 
and Girls (24), Paul Ash Orch; ‘Tin 
Pan Alley’ (20th), reviewed in this 
issue of VARIETY. 








The Roxy again recourses to the 
South American way for its stage 
presentation motif and, per usual, 
under the skillful Jack Partington- 
Gae Foster mounting, it’s a gay and, 
colorful variety entertainment, com- 
pactly paced in 40 minutes; which is 
a marked contrast, incidentally, to 
Kay Kyser’s overly generous, more- 
than-an-hour stage frolic the week 
before. With ‘Tin Pan Alley’ on the 
ecreen, the Latin-motifed stage show | 


is good contrast, although uniformly | 


the general tempo is, with emphasis | 
on song. ; ; 

Desi Arnaz’s booking this week 
was smart. It coincides with his 
first picture showing at the competi- 
tive Criterion on Broadway, RKO’s 
filmization of ‘Too Many Girls.’ This 
was the stage musical wherein the} 
Cuban nitery star first came to im- | 
portant stage-screen attention, on! 
the heels of a signal click at La 
Conga, N. Y. nitery. The presenta- 


tion, in toto, is quite in the cafe 
idiom. With its generous conga- 
rhumba atmospherics, including 


Galvan and his San Souci Dancers, 
mixed sextet of Habaneras, who like-| 
wise have been at La Conga. 
Despite the general south-of-the-| 
border glamor, it remains for Walter | 
‘Dare’ Wahl (2) to come away with | 
the hit of the show. The acro-| 
comedians are still among the best in| 
this sphere of nonsense hand-to- 
hand routining, topped by some legit 
gymnastics just to prove that they 
can really do it. It’s like The Hart- 
mans who, for all their ballroomani- 
acal hoke, give the impression they 
could get off a legit terp routine, and 
Wahl and his able aide likewise 
manage to underplay their nonsense 
with sufficient conviction to impress. 
Ben Yost’s Singing Gauchos, male 
octet, are wisely geared for comedy 
and novelty in addition to the con- 
ventional ‘Flying Down to Rio.’ 
‘Amapola’ and ‘Ay, Ay, Ay’ ensem- 
ble harmony. However, they overdo 
on some of their hoke comedy such 
as that pseudo-broadcast which, basic- 





ally, is of familiar pattern and 
doesn’t quite come off. ; 
The Gae Fosterites are quite 


earloca and rhumbaesque, with mild 
Havana flavoring to their terpsi- 
chorean bumps. The costuming is 
neat and permits an eyeful of the) 
shapely kids. Galvan and his San 
Souci Dancers—a name _ borrowed 
from the Havana nitery—is prin- 
cipally a conga line ensemble, and 
good flash filler. Vincente Gomez, 
long given an NBC buildup, is a 
classical guitarist with an obviously | 
studious and skillful flair. 

Desi Arnaz, for his part, is given) 
a glamor-boy presentation, .all the 
femme stage pictures focusing on the 
juvenile, and deservedly. He's an 
engaging Latin personality, although 
after a bit he borders a shade on} 
emulating that Chinese philosopher 
—On Too Long, However, in im- 
peccable white suit he runs the 
gamut from ‘Spic and Spanish’ (out 
of ‘Too Many Girls’) to ‘Tabu’ and, | 
after a costume change, into the! 
congabanging finale, where he totes 
the elongated, cone-shaped drum 
around the rostrum for the Cuban 
rhythm. Arnaz, of course, in the 
book musical had the advantage of 
plot and continuity. At La Conga 
he always had Diosa Costello as a! 
paprika vis-a-vis. As a soloist he| 
has a bit of a rep now, particularly | 
in the metropolitan New York sec-| 
tor, plus an undeniable personal | 
charm and quite a bit of talent. It’s 
merely that he’ll have to extend his 
Scope if he’s to assume substance and 
stature for rostrum work where the 
variety chore calls for anything be- 
yond an eight or 10 minute stint. 

Business big opening day. Abel. 


GOLDEN GATE, S.F. 


San Francisco, Nov. 20. 
Rich and Adair, Maxine Brothers 
(2) and Bobby, Frank Payne, Pops 


and Louie, Ulis and Clark, Cres- 
sonians (6), Peggy O’Neill House 
Line (12), Charley Kaley’s House 


Orch (12); ‘You’ll Find Out’? (RKO). 
_Six Cressonians, closers on the 
Gate bill, gave first-show attendees 
unexpected acrobatic jolt when one 
of the tumblers missed a barrel and 
hit the floor. Chap was stunned but 
members of troupe gave him a quick 
work-over and he completed the 
performance, drawing big ovation 
from crowd. Working twin teeter- | 
boards, doing double loops into bar- 
rels atop tables and tricky relay 
‘osses, act keeps customers on edge | 
““Toughout. 

pening acro this week is a pooch 
hamed Bobby, tov-mounter in eae 
aoe _With the Maxine Brothers. 
rets over nicely. Deucer is Frank 
— ne, who uses little else besides a 
exible larynx. There are imitators 
— imitators, but Payne is uncanny. 
ubbing 11 familiar voices plus 
“ound effects with the accuracy of 
7 off-the-air transcription. Mimics 
nad Fzra, Fred Allen, Joe E. 
ma Bob Hope, Jerry Colonna, 

arlie McCarthy, Edgar Bergen 
and Mortimer Snerd, Donald Duck. 
fw Lehr and F.D.R. in manner 


a 


| Love and Influence Men 


topping anything this town has seen 
in months. All he needs is a mike 
and he can work anywhere. 
Smacking of the bygone two-a-day 
are Ulis and Clark, she the laughing 
lady, he the Irish tenor, in an old- 
time crossfire act with songs. Also 
billed as from the days of vaude- 
ville is Phil Rich, with his old- 
soldier getup, cane, rhumatiz and 
whiskers, who gets over particularly 
well with his ditty ‘60 But Feel Like 


16” -Adair (Mrs. Rich) works in 
and out as foil for his humorous 


philosophy and he walks off with a 
patriotic, if creaky, march in an 
imaginary parade. 

Rounding out the contingent are 
Pops and Louie, sepia steppers who 
mix neat control taps with spins, 
flops and trick steps to land solidly. 
Linegirls are featured ina Thanks- 
giving production number, garbed as 


huge pumpkins. The pumpkin 
|heads fold down to become full 
skirts, effecting complete and _ in- 


stantaneous change of costume that 
drew a big response. Wern., 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Nov. 21. 
Dave Schooler and 21 Swinghearts, 
Edmund Lowe and Ann Dvorak, 
Fredericks and Lane, Midge Fel- 
lows, Gene and Glenn, Sam Kaplan 
nit band; ‘Friendly Neighbors’ 
(Rep). 





Current show has 
appeal. 


the 


an 


turnstiles. Pair of prominent 


—— 


| finale go chatter 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Nov. 22. 
Park and Clifford. Wunn Murray, 
Betty Atkinson, Ken Murray, Six- 
— Gae Foster Girls; ‘The Letter’ 
( Je 


Three line numbers, three acts and 
Ken Murray mixing mightily into all 
six is the formula for this one. It’s 
not bad as stage shows go, but it’s 
not quite the type to wow the car- 
riage trade being drawn by the Bette 
Davis film. 

_ House pit band is on stage, wheel- 
ing back and forth on platform for 
down and full stage goings-on. Line 
opens in fast strut in white satin pa- 
Jamas and top hats, led by Roxyette 
Eileen Ritter. who warbles ‘Tuxedo 
Junction,’ aided by accordionist and 
Zuitarist from the orch, and hold 
center spot with oke solo hoofing. 
Ken Murray busts through gals’ 
about his aunt’s 


|chicken farm. steer the late-comers 


| to 
' through ‘Tiger Rag’ in an ‘imitation | 


all-around | 
Result is steady clicking of | 


radio names, two film names, a duo | 


of hoofers, an all-girl’s band and a 
vocalist comprise a fair entertain- 
ment dish. 

Date marks the fourth theatre ap- 
pearance 
xal band ‘(recently organized). 
fit, consisting of four fiddles, five sax, 
three trumpet, three trombone 
harp, bass, guitar, piano 
drums, needs polishing. Majority of 
members are new to theatre work, 
having recently become graduates of 
schools of music, etc. All young, too. 

Band leans to semi-classical music, 
which it plays with distinction. One 
number, which has three of the girls 
stepping down to the mike for some 
vocaling of ‘I Love You Truly,’ while 
the rest back them up with choral 
effects, is ineffective. Group of six 
gals steps down for some jamming. 


| Several of the instrumentalists get a 


chance to solo. At one point, the 
maestro, who is an accomplished 
pianist, leaves baton-waving for 


| finger-weaving on the ivories of ‘Sec- 


ond Hungarian Rhapsody.’ 
Fredericks and Lane, boy and 


al 
hoofing team, are spotted briefly om 


| some okay jitterbugging. Midge Fel- 


lows, with plenty of energy behind 
her, does neatly with ‘Old Man 
River’ and ‘Maybe.’ although ar- 
rangements aren't quite suited to her 
style. Gal i8 a 
ment to the band. 

Film players 


on the technique of ‘How to Make 
(Women),’ 


ers at once.’ 
!low for 





for Dave Schooler’s new | 2” 


Out- | 


and | 


their seats and lead 


the band 


of all the best known orchestra lead- 


straight muscle workout. 
Registers solid!v. Murrav interrupts 
acts in grav bathing trunks and cigar, 
really holding one of pair aloft a 
couple of times during slapstick tom- 
foolery. He gets 


ought to be riotous. 

Next it’s Wynn Murray (not relat- 
ed to the comedian). attractive plati- 
num blonde in black skirt and red 
jacket. who drops cleverly into a low 
register now and then to put ‘Million 
Dreams Ago,’ ‘Night and Day’ and 
‘Great Dav’ across effectively. Line 
reappears in gowns with sequin arms 
rope scarfs for pretty formation 
and rhythm swaying. Murray takes 
it again to introduce Betty Atkinson 
as ‘world’s champion drum major- 
ette.”” Cute blonde in abbreviated 
drum major costume does neat bit of 
patter re Murray’s ‘powers over 
women,’ and then wins top hand of 
show with her baton twirling, espe- 
Cially the biz of keeping stick spin- 
ning while doing one-handed walk- 
overs and finishing by snappy heav- 
ing of five-foot, 12-pound baton. 

Murray gets final spot, centering 
attention on stooge Milton Chrles- 
ton, who comes up from audience to 
do his falsetto chatter. Everybody 
is on for the finale, Miss Murray 
leading with vocalizing of ‘Sweet- 
hearts on Parade’ as line stands 
around holding red velvet hearts. 


| Finale applause wes embarrassingly 





last-minute attach- | 


light at this catching. 
Biz good. Craig. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


George Jessel, with Lois Andrews, 
Isabel Jewell, Lya Lys, Jean Gary, 





| Mary Joyce Walsh, Freda Sullivan; 


each one demonstrating the proper | 


approaches to the other sex. 
effective but should have been 
cleaned up for this house. which has 
its appeal strictly directed at the 
family trade. 

Pair of radio comedians, Gene and 


Bit is | 


Edmund Lowe and | 
| Ann Dvorak work together in a skit 


Bill Bardo Orch (13) with 
Todd; Shorts and Newsreels. 

George Jessel 
lookers, some 


Ester 


and his bunch of 
of whom have been 


changed in the past several weeks, | 


| make the Flatbush week a pleasant 


| ds 


one, though the entire routine de- 
pends mostly on Jesse] himself. His 


string of s.a. dispensers contributes 
little outside of an unheralded fash- 
jon show for the local housewives. 
This coterie hits the parting of the 
ways after next week's stand at the 
Brandts’ Windsor, Bronx, sister spot 
to the Flatbush 

Most surprising 
the work 


inning on the bill 
turned in by the com- 


| paratively unknown Bill Bardo band, 


Glenn ‘New Acts), are in the Iast 
slot with some corny but effective 
crossfire patter. At supper show 
caught today (Thursday) they were 
on the boards 23 minutes, stretching | 
the show into an hour and 45 
minutes 
Biz oka\ Eck. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

The United States in the prepared- 
ness swing, with the draft as_ the 
focal point, paces the newsreels here 
this week in a generally motley col- 
lection of clips that for the most 
part are pretty run-of-the-mill. 

Fox. Metro, Pathe and Paramount 
set the pace on clips of the dough- 
bovs. enrollees or draftees, and the 
reels are all the more significant in 
their run-off on the same bill that 
includes ies of England reduced 
to a state of ruins. New sleek 
bombers shown being turned out in 
Santa Monica. Cal. (Universal) are 
among other defense clips. _ 

Rest of the bil is routine. Of course, 
for somewhat of a change there 
are scenes of the Far Eastern situa 
tion. with Japanese bombers drop- 


scer 


ping ‘eggs’ on the Burma road in 
order to frustrate British shipment 


of supplies to the Chinese (Pathe). 
Tanks scooting along the sand dunes 
of Egypt. where once only a camel 
trod (Fox), give a dull picture. 
Again the question of a lack of 
actual newsworthy reels is apparent, 
with the result that no less than 10 
football games have been caught for 
this week's program. And they’re 
given quite extensive treatment, too. 
Particularly prominent are the five 
downs, caught by Par in slow motion 
of the Cornell-Dartmouth contest in 
Hanover, N. H. The reels show all 
too clearly that the game’s arbiter 
was in error in awarding the Indians 
that extra down. Par also had the 
good fortune of being present at the 
game of the week, that between 
Boston College and Georgetown, in 
Boston. in which the former emerged 


on the long end of a 19-18 score 
Pathe and Fox also contributed to 
the foothal) lavourt K 


| ment. 


which comes up with entertainment 
qualities and musicability that ranks 
it equal in value 
Bardo’s crew earned 
sponse to vario straight and 
gagved-up innings. It rates the open- 
ing half-hour alone, preceding Jes- 
sel’s act. Latter carries his own 
leader to conduct for the unit’s stuff. 

Jessel starts the second half talk- 
ing about anything and everything; 
namelv, the difference between old- 


genuine re- 


4 
its 1S 


time and present-day vaudeville, his 
wife (Lois Andrews) and himself. 
then starts bringing on the gals, each 
intro linked with a running gag 
about the girls’ feve male filmite 
Clark Gable First « Lya Lys 
She gives a short biog hy of her- 
self. with Jessel’s helping queries 
and does little but dress up the stage 
Jean Garv is next as ‘Ophelia Foot,’ 
a Brownsville amateur Billed by 
Jessel as an embrvo screen emoter, 
she does an acceptable. fast and un- 
intelligible vocal and tap. Isabel 


o 7 


a sillv piece of solo 
roadside-joint waitress who 
She fails to interest 
her audience until the tear fadeout. 

Miss Andrews was curiosity to 
this audience. judged by the com- 
Smartly gowned, she does two 
obviously forced and overdone tunes 
in deep, untrained voice. ‘Madame 
La Zonga’ and ‘Ferryboat Serenade’ 
get her attention. Mary Jovce Walsh 
billed as on loan from 20th-Fox for 


Jewell] dishes up 
stuff rea 
loses her guy. 


° 


a 


stage experience. does a bit with 
Jesse) that was originally done by 
Jean Parker before latter left the 
cast. Skit consists of troubles of a 
couple on their wedding anniversary. 
It’s wnstable. Freda Sullivan. a 


dancer. is on last for an odd routine 
She runs througrh a series of adlibbed 


stens. so it seems. It's hard to label. 
heing p mixture of familiar steps ard 
unfamiliner contortions. Jesse] wind 
in with his telephone bit, an expect- 
er € \ 

R; hans Id avoi 


¢ ett no 


- + 4 


Park and Clifford fol- | 


more laughs than | 
most emcees who think such an idea | 


to Jessel’s segment. | 


card the opening musical monstrosity 
| it bills as ‘Stomping at the Flatbush.’ 
Shifting its later arrangement of 
| ‘Blue Skies’ to the front would tee 
| the group off clickily. The stuff that 
follows is easily capable of keeping 
things humming. The initialer is a 
stumble that takes the next couple 
of offerings to overcome. 


Made up of three trumpets, one 


trombone, four sax and four rhythm, | 


the band sums up as an exceptionally 
good stace outfit, geared for both mu- 
sical and laugh sequences that stack 
up on the right side of the ledger. 
‘Nobody's Baby’ and ‘WPA’ give the 
band members ‘(one of the saxes, 
trumpets and the guitarist) an op- 
portunity to work for laughs, each 
try getting over with little trouble. 
On the first the guitarist is the butt 
of the proceedings as a ‘baby face’: 
second uses the trio with toy shov- 
els. Another production bit is a 
glee cub arrangement of ‘Sylvia.’ It's 
well done but overraranged. Made 


; simpler and more along straight en- , 


| semble lines would help immensely. 
It was strong with this audience, 
however. 

Bardo handles the introes, a violin 
in sclos and a song or two neatly. 
| He works best in a medley of George 
Gershwin’s ‘Summertime’-and ‘I Got 
Plenty of Nothin’, a nair of crack 
arrangements. Ester Todd is femme 
vocilist. She vets in one unreveal- 
ing solo inning on a Latin tempo. 

Wood. 


| HIPP, BALTO 
| 


Baltimore, Nov. 24. 
Betty Bruce, Mary 
| Evans, Gaudsmith ~Bros. 


| Lynn, Helene Denizon, 


(2), Leni 


‘Yow’ll Find Out’? (RKO). 


All hands have combined to round 
out a very fulsome and entertaining 


| eres which borders On a real pro- | 


duction in staging, pace and general 
| investiture. House line of 16 Roxy- 
| ettes is utilized to good advantage by 
| Beth Mitchell, and general routining 
and stage dressing by Bernie Seaman 
is highly polished. Plenty of support 
lfrom Phil Lampkin and his pit 
| comba, 
varied and extra-heavy musical as- 
| signment. Stubholders reacted most 
| favorably to it all when caught. 

| Colorful coaning 
|}of ‘Lady of the Evening,’ by Mar 
| O’Brien, has line in flashy Spanish | 
| costumes selling an intricate routine | 


to offstage Many | 


which capably takes on aj) 


, SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, Nov. 23. 
| Phil Spitalny ‘Hour of Charm? 
Orch with John Coye, Three Little 
Words, Maxine, Vivian, Glee Club, 
June Lorraine, Evelyn, Mary McLene 
manent: ‘Youth Will Be Served’ 
(20th). 





| STRAND 





For sheer class, Phil Spitalny and 
his all-girl orchestra move to the 
head of the class with Syracuse 
audiences this week on the strength 
of his offering at the Sirand. 

Other name bands that have 
played this house recently may have 
more verve, may register beiter in 
their specialized style. but the Spi- 


talny unit definitely offers a well- 
rounded program by wu usually tal- 
ented musicians who wiselv avoid 
imitation of other units and capi- 
talize charmingly on _ their - fem- 
inity. 

A iive version of ‘In the Mood’ 


sets the stage for the unit, but just 
as the customers get ready for a hot 
program after hearing drummer 
Mary McLennahan pound out a blis- 
tering concerto on the tom-toms, the 
leader brings on Maxine. Ho~ haunt- 
ing version of ‘Tennessee Fish Fry,® 
assisted by the Three Little Words, 
vocal trio, and the Snita'ny Glee 
Club completely changes the mood 


of the program. 


i Jin. 


oN ' with ‘The Breeze and I’ and a strings 
O’Brien, Bob’ 


Roxyettes | 
| (16), Phil Lampkin House Orch (12); ) 


| 
| 
| 


| nicely pointed up by precision use of | 


| large shawls. Girls look well and sell 
|number to the hilt. Serves to bring | 
on Betty Bruce for brace of slick tap 
| sessions, the first in the conga motif 
j}and the closer, a rhythm hoof, solid 
from start to finish and a rousing 
hand-getter. 


Bob Evans follows with some good 
ventriloquism, Material is just fair, | 
but closing vocal and duet are 
adroitly handled, especially the busi- 
ness of the dummy talking in spite 
of hand clasped over its puss. Makes 


good spot for line to follow with 
radium-lit hoops in blackout for 
| swell flash. 

| Leni Lynn, youthful coloratura 
from pix, handles a session of legit 
vocalizing to good effect. Does the | 
w.k. ‘Voices of Spring,’ a special 


lyric wrapped around ‘You Made Me 
Love You’ 
which includes rather 
tag about ‘Tracy and Taylors should 


stick to making trailers,’ not very 
smart considering M-G tieup of 
moppet. Closes with aria from ‘La 


Traviata,’ which utilizes all the vocal 

tricks and upper notes typical to the 

craft, but a surefire clincher. 
Perfect spot |} for the standard 


nere 
Gaudsmith Bros. and their 


French poodles, a smash on any lay- 
out and made to order for the holi- 
day trade on tap currently. Eke out 


a barrelful of laughs and earn a beg- 
off with the two-high stuff which 
brings one of the hounds on top for 
a neat finishing stand. 

Robin Hood number, with line 
utilizing bows and arrows to point up 
nifty costumes, serves to bring on 
Helene Denizon, for smart toe stuff. 


Billed as the ‘Fire Bird Dance,’ num- |! 


ber closes with colorful maneuvering 


ilds of s 


f fi ilk on vari-colored, floor- 
lit platform, good for a series of 
ehly audible curtains. 
Biz okay. Burm 


Milw. Daily Raps 
Strippers, Niteries 
Milwaukee, Nov. 26. 
Putting enforcement officials 


law 


on the pan for giving official appro- | 
' extra team as the line tackles three 


val to the art of undressing before 
the public and giving up their guar- 


'cency, The Milwaukee Evening Post 

is crusading against the lone loca) 
‘burley house and the nite spots in 
both city and county. 

Rapping the Empress for advertis- 
ing a ‘cast of 25’ and showing three 
strippers, a seven-girl line, a heavy, 
straight, comic and a crooner, The 
Post says: 

‘The teasers 
They don't.go 
encugh. They a 
but 


strip 


t 


v 


are ordinary 
the way but far 
re neither pretty noi 
fat, flabby and apa- 


ic 


Po | 
mii 


luring 


as 


socko | 


The same combination offers an 
impressive choral of Schubert’s ‘Ave 
Maria.’ with Maxine sharing the 
limelight with Evelyn and her vio- 
The latter returns later to score 


ensemble rendition of 
Smile Again.’ 

Comedy is provided by the Three 
Little Words, who offer ‘Tavern in 
the Town’ and ‘Old Oaken Bucket,’ 
both solid deliveries. June Lorraine, 
pianist. does a neat bit of mimicry 
of Edward G. Robinson, Gracie Al- 
len. Charles Laughton. Katharine 
Hevburn and ‘Schnozzle’ Durante. 

It remains for Vivian, a newcomer 
to the troupe, to provide the top 
note of the program. A nifty-look- 
ing blonde, she has a neat colora- 
tura with which she does the bell 


‘Tl Never 


song from ‘Lakme’ and then leads 
the choral] finale in ‘God Bless 
America.” 


As an interlude in the parade of 
girl talent, Jehn Coye demonstrates 
a capable tap routine. 

All in all, it’s far above the dance 
band efforts of offering a stage show. 


And despite its class-design, the 
whole program registered solidly 
with a varied audience. 

Business socko. Sof. 


TOWER, K.C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 23. 
Lum and Abner, Four Sydneys, 
Gregory and Raymond with Cherie, 
Lester Harding, House Line, Herd 


| Six House Orch; ‘Sandy Gets Her 


Man’ (U). 
The vaude bill this week has a 
name act in Lum and Abner, con- 


siderably more prominent than the 
usual run of acts here, and the ef- 
forts of the producer and the house 
force were extended to step up @ 
show in keeping with them. Result 
is a unit well packed into 50 min- 


(meaning Clark Gable) | U‘eS: 


questionable | 


Turn by Lum and Abner has to be 


chalked up strictly as a personal 
appearance for the team doesn't 
maintain a vaudeville pace Pair 


take up some 23 minutes showing the 
customers how and what they -do on 
the air and finish straight, front 
stage, by reeling off the cast of their 
air serial. It’s the proprietors of the 
‘Jot-it-down’ store that the custom- 
ers come to see, however, and in this 
respect Chester Lauck (Lum) and 
Norris Goff (Abner) are doing 
justice to their billing. Biz is up for 
the week. 

A stage speech by the manager of 
the team, while they are changing 
from ‘store clothes’ to civies, is 
poorly handled and out of place 
with plugging of their recent picture 
and a near-future (though indefi- 
nite) return to the air. 

The imported supporting acts of 
the Four Sydneys and Gregory and 
Raymond keep the pace up on the 
first half of the show. The former 


| group of three gals and an anchor 


man execute a stiff routine of acro- 
batics and juggling on a single bicy- 
cle and girls take a turn at second- 


story monocycles. The other pair 
with femme partner, Cherie, get 
tunes out of harmonicas, vacuum 


sweepers, saws bicycle pump, rubber 
glove and a bagpipe, mixing in com- 
edy dancing, patter and other an- 
tics. 

The house force is on with some 
numbers, modernistic 


unusual a 


| routine on opening, a terp to ‘Second 
dianship of the code of public de- |! 


Hungarian Rhapsody’ midway. and a 
fast modern tap on closing. Besides 
his m.c.ing Lester Harding takes 
a singing inning halfway to warble 
‘Trade Winds’ and ‘A | Million 
Dreams Ago’ to his regular ready 
applause, 

Although biz is considerably 
stronger this week the house budget 
is also up, calling for no more black 
ink than usual. It’s a good move 

| by the management, however, as it is 
not only bringing in more people but 


also many who don’t usually make 
the Tawer. A show with both name 
value’ and entertainment, such as 
his one, is also a shot in the arm to 


P 0 ‘ © a 
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Martin Beck's Interests to Be Left 


In Present Status by His Estate 





Theatrical interests of Martin Beck, 
who died in New York Nov. 15, will 
be maintained without change by 
his estate, principal beneficiaries be- 
ing the widow and two married 





vy 


Actor Pinched 


London, Ont., Nov. 26. 
Joseph O’Sullivan, 25, actor of 
Toronto, was given a suspended sen- 





| Making It Clear | 





The action of Elmer Rice’s 
‘Flight to the West’ takes place 
in the five-compartment cabin 
of a Transatlantic Clipper. 

Jo Mielziner, who designed the 
setting, calls the play ‘Five 
Cabins in the Sky, with an All- 
White Cast.’ 











Two Plays With Hollywood Locale 
Fold; 21 Shows Playing on B'way 





| Doctoring ‘Fun’ 





New Haven, Nov. 26. 
Internal strife beset the 


new 





With the abrupt closing of ‘Glam- 
; Our Preferred’ at the Booth, New 
York, Saturday (23), two days after 
| the exit of ‘Quiet Please,’ Guild, two 
'of the three plays about Hollywood 
lare off the boards. Remaining is 


JUDGE CRANE MAY REP 


daughters by a first wife. Mrs. Beck 


tence in city police court here when ssenatd Sinan revue, “AD in Fun, | ‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton, which also 





f | in its four-performance break-in in — 

will be more active in handling the | he pleaded guilty to the theft of AGMA ON ITS APPEAL | New Haven last week. Several prin-|@7¢W thumbs down. Provisional 
. . play manuscripts and $26 in cash ini notice was posted Monday. 

showman’s affairs, particularly the f M Ri 2 . | cipals expressed the opinion that . ; ; 

operation of the Martin Beck thea- i a Sees Ga, ae ies Wage | Sillman should step down as head Folding of ‘Glamour,’ “DuBarry 





F as ° ° . 
O'Sullivan was ormer Circuit Court of Appeals 





tre, N. Y. Deceased showman made 
a fortune in vaudeville, but for the 
past 15 years confined himself to 
legit. 

Some years ago Beck set up trust 
funds for the widow and daughters, 
amount of money involved not being 
revealed. Most valuable property 
he had was the theatre, which he 
s.iated cost more than $1,000,000. Its 
market value at this time is indefi- 
nite since theatres rarely change 
hands, except when reverting to 
banks which hold first mortgages. 
Peck also owned a home on East 
63rd street. He disposed of a sum- 
mer home at Elberon, N. J., some 
time ago. 

At various times Beck invested in 
productions which played his thea- 
tre. Such interests included a per- 
centage of ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ cur- 
rently playing the house. Colored 
cast musical was produced by Al 
Lewis and Vinton Freedley. Beck 
was also a participant in ‘Lady in 
Waiting,’ produced by Brock Pem- 
berton, which played the Beck last 
spring and is now on tour. 

Mrs. Beck and Marcus Heiman, 
latter also a former vaude magnate 
now in legit (Erlanger interests), are 
said to be the executors of the es- 
tate. Not stated whether the show- 
man's will provides for charity be- 
quests. Louis Lotito, who manages 
the Beck, will continue in that post, 
also acting as general manager. 

Indications are that the Beck 
estate will come to a considerable 
amount. Reported that at the time 
his secretary Lillian Saxon Schrein 
was tried and convicted of forgery 





associated with 
|Mrs. Smith in the organization of 
|the London Repertory Theatre, 
| which did not reach the production 
| stage. He was arrested in Toronto 
and brought back to this city. 


Baliets Giving WB’s 
Hollywood, Seldom in 
Black, Trim Profits 


First consistent big money draws 
that have been housed in Warners 
Hollywood, N. Y., renamed the 5lst 
Street, have been registered by two 
ballet outfits. Currently playing is 
Col. W. de Basil’s Original Ballet 
Russe, which has been ranging from 
$32,000 to $32,000 weekly at $3.85 top. 
Another troupe, the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, out under the direc- 
tion of Massine, which immediately 
preceded the present outfit, was 
|credited with similar business be- 
fore going on tour. Theatre origi- 
nally built for films has been a white 
elephant. 

Both the Massine and de Basil out- 
| fits are presented by S. Hurok. Book- 
| ing for the present troupe was more 
} or less limited, but the Broadway 
| date has been tentatively extended 
| beyond the first of the year. Another 

dance group during the winter is the 
Ballet Theatre, originally billed as 
Mordkin’s Ballet. It attracted atten- 
| tion at the Center, Radio City, last 
| season, but was geared too high to 
| operate successfully. Outfit is pres- 
| ently tied up with the Civic Opera 











that Beck was somewhat short of | Association in Chicago. 


ready cash, which may explain the 
reason he caused her arrest. 





Never | 


verified was a report that because of ‘Maibaum’s ‘Mural’ V ill 


the forgery conviction Beck secured | 
restitution of a considerable poruon | 


of the coin embezzled. 


WOOLLCOTT PLANS TO 
RESUME ‘DINNER’ TOU 


Woollcott, 








Alexander whose ac- 
radio and acting, may return to the 
footlights. He plans to reappear in 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ on 
tour. Play by George S. Kaufman 
and Moss Hart is based on Wooll- 
cott’s personality and acid witicisms. 

Last winter the former critic 


| when 


Preem in Cleve. House 


Cleveland, Nov. 26. 
Frederic McConnell’s Play House, 
| the No. 1 community theatre here, is 
|doing another new play Friday (29) 
Richard Maibaum’s ‘Middle- 
town Mural’ replaces the recently 
preemed Voskovec-Werich farce, 


| ‘The Ass and the Shadow.’ 


i 
} 


tivities include authoring, lecturing, | WS 


Maibaum, whose ‘See My Lawyer’ 
done here earlier this season, 
may fly in if he can get away from 
his duties as a Hollywood scenarist. 
He gave play manuscript to McCon- 
nell when latter lectured last sum- 
mer at University of Iowa, the 
autor’s alma mater. 


Judge Frederick R. Crane may be 
called in by the American Guild of 
‘Musical Artists to argue its case 
against the American Federation of 
Musicians at the hearing Friday (29) 


in the Appellate Division. Three 
sitting judges are then expected to 
|take anywhere from two weeks to 
; several months to hand down a de- 
cision. ' 





C. Petrillo, AFM president, to bar 
|from the concert stage, radio, films 
| and phonograph recordings any 
| AGMA artist refusing to join the 
; Musicians’ union. AGMA obtained a 
| temporary restraining order, but its 
application for a temporary injunc- 
tion pending trial was refused last 
‘week by Justice Aron Steuer in New 
| York supreme court. Attorneys for 
AGMA and AFM then agreed to 
allow the situation to remain in 
|}abeyance until decision on AGMA’s 
'appeal to the Appellate Court to 
, overrule Sieuer’s decision. 


Pelnoaten Will Get 
| Three B’way Tryouts 





Princeton, N . J., Nov. 26. 
With Princeton’s tryout.season in 
i full three new 
preem here on successive Saturdays, 


Starting Nov. 30. On that date John 
Shubert brings in as his first solo 
| producing venture the new comedy 
| by Parks Levy and Alan Lipscott 
|called ‘Off The Record,’ with Bruce 
| Cabot, Betty Furness, Hugh O’Con- 
| nell, Mary Brian and Dennis Moore. 
| Anton Bundsmann is directing. 


| On Dec. 7, McCarter Theatre will 
| get Max Gordon’s ‘Out West, It’s 
| Different,’ the Sam and Bella Spe- 
| wack comedy featuring Sam Levene, 
‘who also directs: Claire Trevor, 
Keenan Wynn, Charles DeSheim, 
Martin Blaine and Katherine Board. 

The Playwrights’ Co. unfolds Elmer 
Rice’s ‘Flight to the West’ on Dec. 
14. Scene is laid aboard an Atlantic 
Clipper. Heading cast are Betty 
Field, Arnold Moss, Hugh Marlowe, 
Peau! Hernried, Eleanora Mendels- 
sohn, James Seeley, Constance Mc- 


swing, shows will 


May, Grandon Rhodes, Arvid Paul- | 


ison, Kar] Malden, Elmer Brown and 
John Triggs. 


Case involves the threat by James | 


someone more experienced 
type of production. 


of play doctors, names undivulged. 
Show opened in Boston last night 
(Monday ). 


Show represents an approximate 
| investment of $90,000, with Phil 
| Baker co-starring, said to have put 
| up major part of this. 


| 








Rose Makes Accusations 
Of His Own In Answer 
To Suit on ‘Floradora’ 


Billy Rose filed an answer Satur- 
day’ (23) in the N. Y. federal court 
to the suit of Francis, Day & Hunter, 
Ltd., British music publishers, 
against him, Billy Rose Diamond 
Horseshoe, Inc., Jack Kirkiand, 
Select Theatres Corp., and April 
Productions, Inc., in which the plain- 
tiff is seeking a court ruling on the 








all plaintiff's charges and declares 
| that. the operetta ‘Floradora’ is in the 
public domain. 


| Rose declares that Owen Hall com- 
| posed the book, Ernest Boyd-Jones 
and Paul Rubens, the lyrics, and 
Leslie Stuart the music, to ‘Flora- 
| dora,’ and copyrighted it in England, 
Dec. 2, 1899. The plaintiff, Rose 
(Continued on page 52) 





Sam Harris, Et Al., Deny 
‘Stage Door’ Plagiarism 


Sam Harris filed a general denial 
jin N. Y. federal court last week to 
the suit of Madge Christie against 
him, George S. Kaufman, Edna Fer- 
|ber, Doubleday, Doran & Co., and 
ithe Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 
| Harris also applied to examine the 
| plaintiff before trial on Dec. 3. 
| Suit ‘claims the plaintiff submitted 
lher play, ‘Thru the Looking Glass,’ 


to Harris, who rejected it, and al- | 


|legedly subsequently 
in ‘Stage Door’. 
| profits, an injunction and damages 
are sought as well as the profits 
| from the motion picture sale of the 
| play. 

| Kaufman and Miss Ferber wrote 
| ‘Stage Door,’ Harris presented it and 
| Doubleday published the play. 

a 


plagiarized it 





———.______- 





played himself in the Coast company | 


which drew big money in Los An- | 


geles and during the first weeks in 
San Francisco. He was forced to 
leave the stage because of a heart 
attack and the company was with- 
drawn. Number three ‘Dinner’ show 
was reformed this season with Tay- 
lor Holmes playing the lead. Holmes 
show closes in St. Paul Saturday 
(30), but with Woollcott again in the 
lead is scheduled to resume early 
in February. Tentative bookings start 
in Philadelphia, with other east- 
ern week stands to follow, depend- 
ent upon the run of ‘Dinner’ on 
Broadway. Latter show headed by 
Monty Woolley was slated out early 


in the fall, but has been faring 
so well that it may span a second 
winter. Clifton Webb heads the 


touring ‘Chicago’ company. 


Frohman’s Condition 











Daniel Frohman, 91-year-old Read | 


of the Actors Fund, who fractured 
hic hip recently, was reported doing 


‘as well as could be expected’ at the | 


Leroy Sanitarium, N. Y., early this 
week, 


Robert Campbell, fund’s secretary, 


who had a similar accident, visits his | 


| Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any 


office daily on crutches. 





Equity Meets Dec. 20 


Next quarterly membership meet- 


ing of Actors Equity will be held 
Dec. 20, probably at the Astor hotel, 
oe # 

Date was set yesterday (Tuesday) 
by the association’s council. 
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ownership of ‘Floradora.’ Rose denies | 


An accounting of | 








| man and turn the final say over to | Was a Lady,’ Royale, and ‘Suzanna 
in -this 
Sillman couldn't | having also dropped off 
see the suggestion, but compromised | Saturday, leaves 45th street curiously 


and The Elders,’ Morosco, latter two 
the list 


| 


by arranging to bring in a couple} bare of shows at this time of the 


season. Block between Broadway 
|and Eighth avenue, which was once 
| referred to as the ‘street of hits,’ now 
,has but three houses out of seven 
| lighted, shows being ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ Imperial, ‘The Man Who 
, Came to Dinner,’ Music Box, and 
| ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth. Moros- 
;co was to have housed ‘Conquest in 


| April,’ but that folded out of town. 
| 


Bareness was accentuated Monday 

(25) when the block was virtually 
| dark, only ‘Purchase’ operating. As 
‘Dinner’ and ‘Ro~mns’ played Sunday 
night, both shows laid off as required. 
| Only other shows on the thorough- 
|fare are ‘George Washington Slept 
Here,’ east of Broadway at the 
| Lyceum, also dark Monday for the 
| Same reason, and ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ 
| west of Eighth Avenue. Currently, 
|44th street is busier, having the 
‘strong grossers—‘Hold on to Your 
| Hats,s Shubert, ‘Boys and Girls To- 
| gether,’ Broadhurst, and ‘Twelfth 
| Night,’ St. James. 

Season Still Lags 

| Season continues to run behind last 
autumn in the matter of straight 
show successes, also some difference 
in the number of shows. Currently 
the list has 21 productions as against 
'24 the same time last November. 
There are, however, four revivals 
now playing, none being on last fall. 
Two shows arrive this week and 
three more will debut starting next 
Monday (2). 

Two for ones are in evidence more 
this fall than usual. At least four 
attractions are using the bargain 
type of ticket, they being ‘Johnny 
| Belinda,’ Belasco, ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
Plymouth, ‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor, 
and ‘Horse Fever, Mansfield, cute 
raters for the latter being distributed 
before it opened Saturday (23). 
‘Glamour’ and ‘Suzanna’ also tried 
two for ones. Recent rodeo at Madi- 
son Square Garden did likewise for 
specified evenings. 

Due next week: ‘Romantic Mr, 
Dickens,’ Playhouse; ‘Delicate Story,’ 
Miller, and ‘Mum’s the Word’ 
(Jimmy Savo, solo), Belmont. Def- 
inite closing this week is ‘Kind Lady,’ 
which tours from the Playhouse, 


‘QUIET’ LOSS OVER 506, 
SEASON'S TOP FLOP 


‘Quiet Please’ which forded at the 
Guild, N. Y., last Thursday (21) deep 
in the red, was the costliest straight 
show flop of the season. Mounting 
outlays are said to have boosted the 
loss well over the estimated $56,000 


mark. Play was rushed in from the 
Coast by Jesse L. Lasky and Henry 
Duffy despite the light grosses drawn 
there. 


After ‘Quiet’ was given a bad press, 
Lasky returned to the Coast. Duffy 
remained in New York, although 
also reported going west. Back stage 


was not without its excitements, 
actors reporting that there were 
arguments in which Duffy figured, 


plus one or two instances of fisticuffs. 
However, the cast was paid off and 
each player was in possession of re- 
turn transportation. Understood that 
some will remain east, one or two 
being slated for other plays. 

Money to pay off was handled by 
an accountancy firm and the coin on 
| deposit with Equity to guarantee 
salaries was not disturbed, being re- 
funded to the management. Salary 
| guarantee originally given Equity’s 
| Coast office was transferred to the 
association’s headquarters, amount 

being $6,000. Studio equipment used 
|in the performance was shipped to 
| Hollywood, also some electrical 
' equipment, said to have been bought 

outright. Settings are siated to be 
destroyed. 





John Koenig is designing the cos- 
tumes for ‘Pal Joey.’ Jo Mieiziner 








doing the sets. 
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PI 0 f T Shows in Rehearsal Plays on Broadw ay 
y ‘Rattle of Angels’—Theatire 
Guild. 
rhe ‘Retreat to Pleasure’ -— Grou 
ALL IN FUN Jack Whitney. Other dance spe-| titre » | TWELFTH NIGHT HORSE FEVER 
. " 98 = cas@ae . > Ta r e : 
21 - ee rere eee pay mene ‘Crazy With the Heat’— Kurt Revival of William Ghahenqeste 2. com- | Comedy in three acts presented at Mans 
New Haven, Nov. 2. yea edy (in 2 acts, 15 scenes) by The Theatre | field, N. Y., Nov. 2, '40, by Alex yoy 
a _— 5 ea Book Score as a whole is tuneful and Kaszner. Guild and Gilbert Miller at the St. James, | written by Eugene Conrad, &. and hone 
Srta® GR CWO. DORN ee Ts eee ees bes : capa Re : | . ing a yest’ — Play- N. ¥.. Nov. 19, '40. Stars Helen Hayes | Gabel; Ezra Stone featured ~e y 
cner and Everett Marcy ates better »yreciation than it got | lignt te e \ : ; ataged b 
Virginia Fa lkner ud Ever ME cence. rates better ap} ecié } cag Rk ‘rriohts and Maurice Evans; features June Walker, | Milton Stelfel; settings by Louts Kon y 
poe See syie as in Bergersom. | due to many of the numbers having | wrights. and, Marlee Heene: Seateree Oana Wealee | ite tan a 
\ tt ir 1, reinta “Fa net f Penibroks to build enthusiasm from scratch, ‘The Old Foolishness’ — John Addy. Directed by Margaret Webster; set- Mra. Drum. ...e- eoeessscamah Cunnt 
Sevens rt, S “KK. Russell; special mater following some comedy dud. Ditties | Golden. tings and cotnnen, _ menor PI ewe nF WD +00 teens Hekbesté<s5s5< Marletta ‘oon 
enpn : sussell, he ! ’ | nom, © . . . ie, Pe owles; produc rise< 4 ‘ 
Bianche Mert Syd Kallen, say G0" | that stick in the mind _are Wonder- | ‘Out West It’s Different’—Max pele, Fee Bowes sd Lawrence Lang- | F'ank Drum...esssesseee+. Joseph Pevney 
Albert Lewis, Glen Bacon, Blanche "e- | fu] World,’ ‘Love and I,’ ‘My Memo- | 7 oe Milly Flynn...... eocccccesss,..80re Seemar 
erer; dances and ensembles. Marjorie 25 Started with You,” ‘Where Can | Gordon. ; ner; $8.50 tep. Wesley Addy | J0¢ Flynn...... seeeseeees Millard Mitchell 
Fielding; aketches staged by Fdgar Mac-/ ries Started with ou, : | ‘Cue for Passion’—Aldrich and Sree TOpepeposwenaeree ss ooo eran’ Beamy | JARS Deering. .occccccccesss JU4¥Y Parrish 
Gregor setiings, Edward Gilbert; cos-| I Go from You’, ‘How Did It Get | Stvers Curlo. . eye 5 notes seeaeneeis Goseae — min eam. an. eee ee 
tumes, Irene Sharaff; orchestral arranges | Gy Late So Early?’ and ‘I’ve Been; ““y 7’ *: : Valentine sekusee escceeseeseus Ape ma Hayes | OTVING..-c.ccccseeses Teese Ezra Stone 
ments, Charles L. Cooke: co arrangers, | Here Before with Love.’ Suggested | Here Today’ (road) — Everett V +g settee eeees Renee Mig Murphey. i Cy rae Bee ns Clancy Cooper 
yett r + tutler Moss, Salta; ore s- Ps ° ° ‘ a - H ef Cs i es eeceee eceseocecé per ) ‘SS daphatlale <tc ee aes, 
= pa Pine Pact ve Ravanaugh Starring | for elimination are ‘T've Grown Up’ | Wilde. ; Sir Toby Belcl..ceccerceeeeess Mark Smith Sahae ae Green...... Nb ey BO 
Phil Baker, Bill Robinson, Imogene Coca. | (cute, but lightweight), ‘Want to Be Marla. . sence ascennssseece \ sone Walker Meiltee. 1... ... mrickpicesaieeted en 
Jerry Lester, Pert Kelton. Production | q Lady,’ ‘Lion Tamer,’ ‘Man_in the | _ " | Sir Andrew Aquecheek......Wallace Acton | xyiqy 7 20°022, seeeeensensees, iy ermal 
ataged and presented by Ey “1. 40. | White House’ and ‘Prettiest Piece in ' life of Dickens heretofore kept | (jV"o 00 ee ieowart 1 LUN BOM...++ ee eeeee re tea 
$3 20 Shubert, New Haven, Nov. =" ""s | Greece. Last is given extravagant | veiled except to those who (like | Malvolo......sec+erceeeee Maurice Bvane cme Ferme 4 Pt Daniel Ocko 
wast: hii Baker, Bill Robinson, Imogene | production, but appeal is only visual | Harpers) have read some of his love | Antonio seneeneeeereeeseseer ss fae Bese City ce halakha sa tea 
Coca, Jerry Lester, | Pert Kelton, ~~ | and number doesn’t warrant promi- | letters. Result is that one becomes a eg eee eeeeeeeeoeees Tt es Photographer... -...ss.00c.0. 02 gg ee 
a ee are — oes | nence it’s given. ‘pretty well acquainted with a like- | \tiendant to Olivia... ........ See aa Race ‘Track Steward........ Beier Cusanell 
anning. an Noel, B seS8y, ys | . , . q ‘ > 7 nae rving } i ae Si, wccscconeseecsée esiie Rarret 
Cassel, Rill Johnson, Anita Alvarez, Can-| Phi] Baker and Bill Robinson, cast able guy whose success never cor — seer reeececemssserees pe ne et Messenger Boy............. Mitchell ee 
dido RBothelo, Flower Hujer, Lyn we =~ toppers, are both disappointing. | rupts his natural instinct to heip the | ey oe: Peete et eeeeeeeenns Witham fanecn 
cell Vi . age 4 iti te ie 4 b AS ccceseesecesesese f 
ae sere the Meets seat Beatin ‘is Former because of a pitiful dearth | less fortunate. This Dickens se of eget Osbert Chevers x ‘ 
ore “eight boys “ ' "| of material: latter because he is held | spirit and likes his freedom. He is | iabshtereaess Broadway has had its fingers 
aa | under wraps throughout most of the | courageous and thrives on opposi-| Under auspices of outstanding crossed hoping for a new laugh hit. 
If ever there was a case of too show. Baker is essaying a stage | tion. He has a good sense of humor. prestige William Shakespeare's com- a lamping | Horse Fever,’ first- 
many cooks spoiling the broth this is, comeback after six years away from | It all rings as true as a bell. ledy, ‘Twelfth Night,’ is revived as | — “ss — still naptng. A screw- 
it. There are more fingers in the pie | footlights. As co-producer, also, he | Robert Keith attacks the role of ‘the first production of the 23d sea- | a i of comedy, it isn’t funny 
of this production than there are on, has taken on an angle that has pre- | Dickens with verve and relish, build- | son of The Theatre Guild. Gilbert enough. 


the hands of a gross of sideshow 
freaks. With a lineup of some 50| 
songs, sketches, ensembles, blackouts 
and bits, there’s enough material here 
for two shows—one possibly for 
Broadway, one definite for the ash- 
can. 


Show ran four hours at preem, 
with about eight scenes still un- 
played, and the performance turned 
out to be a nightmare. Poorly rou- 
tined, badly rehearsed and display- 
ing a lack of good judgment in selec- 
tion of material, opening drew luke- 
warm response that improved only 
slightly with subsequent perform- 
ances. Despite numerous setbacks, 
however, show impresses as having 
possibilities for a good, but not sen- 
sational, revue. It’s entirely a mat- 
ter of editorial skill, or a potentially 
valuable piece of property will find 
itself cremated by critical scorchings. 

Apparently Sillman has bitten off 
more than he can masticate in his | 
first really big effort. Surrounding 
himself with a horde of scripters, | 
composers, lyricists, directors, tech- | 
nicians and backers, Sillman finds | 
himsclf in the position of catering to | 
this horde rather than to. his audi- | 
ence. Much inferior material is said | 
to be in this production simply be- 
cause the creators have kicked in a| 
piece of the angeling. That may be | 
good financing, but it’s poor show- | 
manship from the audience appeal | 
angle. Numerous pieces of this show | 
should never have gone beyond the} 
rehearsal stage, not being compar- 
able with even a good amateur per- 
formance. One pointless sketch after 
another is meted out while the house 
sits in lethargic silence; comedy lines | 
have all the effervescence of a dirge; 
and cast members, whose last four 
correspondence school acting lessons | 
apparently hit the dead-letter office, | 
are given prominent places in the | 
setup. Among these is Betzi Beaton, 
given a special spot in the billing for | 
some unexplained reason, If archae- | 
Ologists are looking for a dinosaur 
egg, they need hunt no further. 

Major fault of the show in present 
status is in the laugh department. 
It’s announced early in the proceed- | 





} 


ings that nothing suggestive or off | 
color would be presented. But they 
used a sleeping potion instead of just 
a dry cleaner. Belly laughs are few 
and far between, and belly 
are what this revue needs 
They've had to fall back on an 
cient burlesque script for one of 
their funniest skits, a pullman scene 
called ‘Red Rails in the Sunset.’ An- 
other survivor of the necessary slash- 
ing should be ‘Slowly I Turn,’ with 
Imogene Coca leading the way. Ad- 
ditional comedy possibilities include 
‘Manhattan Transfer,’ a hotel bed- 
room skit that can be built into sub- 


stational chuckles, and ‘Welles of 
, . 

Orson,’ murder mystery satire that 

offers a change of pace novelty 


‘L’Heure Blew’ also should score ade- 
quately when trimmed down. As is. 
it uses up too much time leading into 
*‘Yhe Macumba,’ Brazilian production 
number that should catch on. Among 
the sketches that are too weak for 
the time allotted them are 
Pins and Needles.’ ‘Roll Out the Rec- 
ord,” a poke at Dorothy Thompson; 
‘My Heart’s in the Box Office.’ a 
satire on ‘Time of Your Life’: ‘Your 
Town,’ a travesty on ‘Our Town.’ 
On terps, the show is in the best 
shape of any department. Several 
ensembles are standouts, combining 
clever footwork with colorful back- 
grounds of lavish costumes and rich 
sets. High on the hoofing list is a 
peppy opening, ‘All in Fun’; ‘Where 


Can I Go from You?’, a tap routine | 


with Bill Robinson at the helm: ‘It's 
a. Big, Wide ,Wonderful World,’ 
which closes first stanza with a 


punch: ‘Love and I,’ which opens act | tertaining and thoroughly enjoyable. | ever’ spectacles. 


two; ‘The Macumba.’ 
show’s toppers. 


one of the 


|turn that presents Baker and Rob- 


laughs | thin air. 


badly. | 
an- | 


‘After 


vented him from giving his best ef- | 
forts to the entertainment tangent. | 
Result is a paucity of material that 
will be a serious drawback in at- 
tempting to re-establish himself with 
theatre audiences. It is somewhat 
surprising that Baker left himself so 
wide open to criticism by stepping 
onstage with so little to offer. 

hurry call to a competent gag man 
can remedy this situation, but it will 
have to come quickly. 











ing up the character to something 
more than he is in the script. The 
play would be a mess in the uncer- 
tain hands of a second-rate director 


and cast, but this production gives it | 


every possible break an author could 
hope for. Sircom apparently knew 
what he wanted, and then worked 
it out; and a very good cast on open- 
ing night gave a performance that 
made it appear that they had been 


As fer Bo- | going it for months. The laugh lines 


jangles, he wows ’em when he’s on, | had not been audience-tested and 


but they just don’t give him time to 
go to town. In solo hoofing and in 
leading the ensemble he’s tops. A 
dream sequence titled ‘Young Man 
with a Reefer,’ danced with Theresa 
Mason, offers a stair novelty that 
should register. ‘Lazy Boy’ gives an 
opportunity for some typical Robin- 
son stepping in one, as also does an 
ad-libbing scene next to play's 
finale. 


Somebody misses a vital trick in a 





inson as a team, with Baker in 
blackface. Here is a duo that would 
have “been worth a fortune as a 
vaude attraction, but as presented 
in this particular scene the act is 
worth only ciphers, Poor dialog 
kills its chances. 

Others starred in this show are 
Imogene Coca, Jerry Lester and Pert 
Kelton. Miss Coca is aces through- 
out, being responsible for welding 
the show on several occasions when 
it is in danger of disintegrating. Her 
big numbers include ‘Niagara Falls’ 


skit, the ‘Machine Age’ and ‘Ma- 
cumba’ dances and her familiar 
strip tease burlesque. Lester was 


pretty much at sea opening night, 
ut in subsequent performances 
inserted considerable of his own 
material that registered well. Miss 
Kelton is another victim of the 
material shortage situation. A com- 
petent comedienne, she pulls her- 
self up by the bootstraps in a 
piano-sitting songstress travesty 
which she has carried over 
her last season’s effort in 
Goin’, 


‘Nice 


from | 


Red Marshall registers solidly for | 


laughs practically every time he’s 


| on, his ace being the pullman scene. 


David Morris makes a competent 
straight man and Ben (Oshins and) 
Lessy wrings a few laughs out of 
Hope Manning looks at- 
with no power. Nancy Noel im- 
| singer. Walter Cassel, Bill Johnson 
and Candido Bothelo uphold the 
male vocalizing end and Lyn Logan 
and Puk Paaris are in for several 
bits. Production is beautifully 
mounted, with costumes blending 
flash with originality of conception. 


Same goes for sets which, however, |! 


reauire lighting revisions 


to bring 
out several scenes 


Bone. 


Romantic Mr. Dickens 


Comedy drama in three acts, five scenes 
Ht. H. and Marguerite Harper, presented 
by John Tuerk, staged by Arthur Sircom 
with settings b \W on Barratt and « Re 
tumes by Ernest Scraps Robert Keith 
starred At Shubert, Boston, Nov. 23, 
"40; $2.75 top 
Martha.. Emily Lorraine 


Dora Spenlow (Later Dora Winter)..... 
Gertrude Flynn 
Marianne Leigh.. 


|} Henry Kolle.......eceeee-Lawrence Fletcher 


| CURPIOS DICK ORR . 006060005205. Robert Keith 
Timmy, a walf..........Lackland Campbell 
| Mr. Spenlow.....ccccoccs Marshall Bradford 
Mrs. Charles Dickens.......... Zolya Talma | 
| Georgina Hogarth.......... Elwyne Harvey 
Mr. Twilling, the Vicar...... Roland Hogue 
Baroness Burdett-Coutts...... Thais Lawton 
FED Set bede selec hee eeeneeua er Marita Sylva 
Lady-of-the-evening....... Cathleen Cordell 


Caroline Bronson 


veebeee an Diana Barrymore 
Queen’s Lacky 





| 
| 


| Despite the title, ‘Dickens’ is en- 


tractive “and sings melodiously, but | 100k like a sissy. 


presses better as a thesv than as a | 


} 


ere Mary Fleberden | 


Panssu a lees sateen Tom Bate Red and Blue's 


the ready response overlapped the 
ensuing lines in a few instances, but 
only such minor details need fixing. 

Praise is due all around for a com- 
mendable piece of stage craftsman- 
ship, and the bouquets could be 
tossed here and there all night, but 
the estimate of its commercial value 
is that it has a 50-50 chance. Either 
the war-like times will nullify its 
potentialities because the public is 
attuned to more ribald or rugged 
stuff—or it will click because it is 
so far removed from war, economic 
problems and_ hard-boiled _ strife. 
Also, there is no smash scene in the 
play that will make for after-theatre 
talk: but there is the performance 


|of Robert Keith that certainly will. 


Diana Barrymore is more than 
satisfying in the role of an actress 


| who enthralls the middle-aged Dick- 
|ens, and no doubt there is consider- 


able interest in her because of pub- 
licity given her and her father 
(John). To single out others in the 
supporting cast for acting honors is 
rather unfair because each and 


|every player deserves a nod, but 


those who are most vivid in retro- 
spect because of the relative im- 
portance of their roles are: Gertrude 
lynn, as Dickens’ first love; Mary 
Heberden, as a trouble-maker; Zolya 
Talma in the characterization of a 
distraugh and nagging Mrs. Dickens, 
and Elwyne Harvey plaving a sweet, 
understanding sister-in-law. 
Watson Barratt turns out 
good minor sets and a wow 
library that exudes the opulence of 
the Victorian period, Ernest Schraps 
compliments the scenic designer’s 
work with costumes that cleverly 
underline the characters of the play- 
ers wearing them. He can even rig 
out a man in lavendar, corn yellow 
or vivid blue without making him 
For. 


two 





Coliege Show 


HIGH AS A KITE 


(MASK AND WIG) 
Trenton, N. J., Nov. 22. 


U. of Pa.’s Mask 





und Wig Club presents 


3d annu produc yy Louts del Da 

J 41 Jot arr’ °4 and Sidne 
Wertimer J mus and s, Clay A 
Boland, ‘26 and S$ Reichner; 
scenery and costume in Edward Friend, 
"42; dancing directed t Walt F. Keenan 
entire production under supervision of B 
land Opened at Memorial building, en- 
ton, N, J., Nov. 22, °40; $2.50 top 

Abigail Dinglebender Louis de Day, Jr 
Ben Franklin ; ldney Wertime Jr 
Rollo Dinglebender. Albert Fletcher Dawson 
Beam.sSh........ Allan’ Kessel Shackleton 
ee eek ea’ George Edward Stock 
Minerva Dinglebender a Doughty, Jr. 


Hepzibah 


Hartley...Frederick R. Griffiths 
Prudence...... Frank Mattson Knight, Jr. 
| Priscilla..... Gordon Alward Hardwick, Jr. 


Mrs. Grundy Robert Henry Martin 
Marie Antoinette..... Frederick R. Griffiths 
Louis XVI...Gordon Alward Hardwick, Jr. 


| With the U. of Pa. in the throes of 


la bicentennial celebration, the uni- 
| versity’s Mask and Wig thespian or- 


ganization has taken a cue from the |, 
powerful football | 


| squad and is treating the public to 
one of those ‘bigger and better than 
Everything about 


It is not just another period-costume | this year’s show, entitled ‘High as a 


cialty field, highlights are the team- | Of the famous novelist, but rather a | indicative of a heavy outlay in pro- 


work of Maurice Kelly and Rosita constantly interesting dramatization | duction cost and effort. 


Few col- 


Moreno in several routines; a nov- | of the lighter, amorous elements that | legiate theatricals could match in 


elty number, ‘Quittin’ Time,’ 


by | he encountered, exploited and en- | sumptuousness and costuming that 


Anita Alvarez: a torch type ladder- | joyed in his years of prosperity. The | which od g-- on parade by this year’s 


and-step innovation danced by Miss | humble garret angle is brushed off | Mask an 


Alvarez and William Archibald; an 
eccentric routine, ‘Machine Age,’ 
done by Imogene Coca, Kirk Alyn, 


Hugh Ellsworth, David Preston and | 


balance of the play carries on in an 
environment of success and comfort. 


The Harpers present a peep at the |! 


| quickly in an opening scene, and the | 


Wiggers. 
In keeping with the 200th anni- 
versary celebration, Ben Franklin, 








Miller is associate producer, the stars 
are Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans, 
the director is Margaret Webster, the 


| settings and costumes are by Stewart 


Chaney, music by Paul Bowles, and 
the production is supervised by 
Theresa Helburn and Lawrence 
Langner. Such a combination would 
seem good for about 10 touchdowns. 
As a matter of fact it never gets 
nearer the goal than midfield. 


There is no fumbling. The stars 
and the supporting players are let- 
ter perfect. So the fault must be 
with the author. It is somewhat late 
in the day to discover that ‘Twelfth 
Night’ is a rather dull comedy, but 
that is exactly what it is. It is re- 
plete with familiar lines and coup- 
lets, has some nimble witticisms and 
is brightened by a few spots of low 
comedy. But the plot is one of those 





{impersonating a 
| group of 
play pranks and practical jokes on | 


mistaken identity yarns, with a girl 
boy. There’s a 
lesser characters who 
a harmless old man. Maybe it was 
funny in Shakespeare's day, but it is 
tough going now. 


Nearly every woman star in the 


past 100 years has felt the urge at | 


| some time to play Viola, and it was 


|to be expected 


| business. 
| and 


of a} 


In the dance spe- | Piece nor a dull biographical sketch | Kite,’ is on a lavish, generous scale | 


that Miss Hayes 
would take a whirl at the part. It’s 
a cinch role, demanding less from 
an actress than any lead in Shake- 
speare. Miss Hayes gets everything 
there’s to be had from her lines and 
Her diction is a delight, 
she is an attractive figure 
dressed as a page boy in a cute pan- 
taloon suit, a gay feathered cap and 
a pair of gauntlets 
| & moment in the play that demands 
|any depth of feeling or any honest 
| sparkle of spontaneity. Each scene 
is tipped off in previous dialog. The 
only surprise in the whole evening 
is that such distinguished talent is 
not put to better purpose. 

| By reason of his extraordinarily 
fine Hamlet and Richard II, not to 
mention roles from other of the 
| Bard’s works, Maurice Evans is way 
out front as a Shakespearean player. 


| In contrast to previous contributions | 


| Malvolio is like a vacation. He does 
| get some fun from the part by play- 

ing the old steward with a Cockney 
| accent. The teaming of his and Miss 
| Hayes’ name on the marquee at the 
| St. James will induce heavy ticket 
| buying. But audiences are to be dis- 

appointed that the script brings to- 
| gether the two stars in only a couple 
| of brief scenes. 


| Stage decorations and costuming 
| are very pleasing, and the musical 
setting by Paul Bowles has distinct 
charm and interest. 

In the supporting cast Sophie 
Stewart as Olivia shines brightly. 
She is beautiful and succeeds better 
than the others in giving some real- 
ity to an artificial role. 
is a lusty Maria, and Donald Burr, 
from musical comedy, is amusing as 
the clownish Feste. 

As has become the custom with 
Shakespearean revivals on Broad- 
way, Margaret Webster handled the 
Stage direction. The play is in two 
acts, 15 scenes. 


| larger scenes to the apron aids in 
| smoothing over the rough places. A 


| handicap is that Miss Webster places | 
| the actors in many scenes too far up | 
| stage for their lines to be distinctly | 


heard in all parts of the theatre. 
Since the action in ‘Twelfth Night’ 
means very little the play needs the 
| benefit of all the values of the verse. 


Flin. 





Legit Cues 





Bernard Hart will stage-manage 
‘Lady in the Dark.’ Gave up a 
similar.job with ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ to take the new show. 








Jane Fraser, specialty dancer in 
|George Abbott's forthcoming ‘Pal 


founder of U. of P., emerges as a | Joey,’ has always had a phobia about 


(Continued on page §2) 


‘birds, the way some people have 


But there is not | 


June Walker | 


; _ It is choppy but the 
| device of moving players from the | 





Alex Yokel brought in ‘Three Men 
on a Horse’ several years ago for a 
bull’s-eye. Evidently he thought an- 
other horse play was about due, and, 
while the newest one has unusual 
ideas and nutty characters, the 
lauths don't register. 


There was a reported argument 
about Trilby, a black horse used in 
the show. Nag is direct from the 
BenHur stables, which has supplied 
animals for stage purposes since the 
days of ‘Ben Hur.’ According to the 
authors, Trilby is a filly, entered in 
the Belmont stakes. Anyhow she 
looks like one of the stiffs so often 
touted around Times Square as good 
things, but really are bookies’ tips 
that invariably run out of the 
money. 


Orville, from Wilkes-Barre, 
nephew of Horatio and Mrs. Drum, 
is the cause of the commotion in 
‘Fever.’ He has a flair for inventing 
gadgets on the side, but his real 
racket is phychiatry, he thinks. One 
| of Orville’s ideas is flavoring ham- 
| burgers with Vodka, and the Drums’ 
| roadside stands do very well until 
| John Law stens in. So papa Drum 
goes to the clink, but is bailed out, 
now and then. 


An uncle bumps off and leaves 
the Drums the racehorse Trilby, 
which can run, but has an aversion 
to breaking from the stall gate with 
the other entrants. Orville gets the 
idea that he can cure Trilby through 
psychology, and Dr. Terganoff, a 
| psychoanalyst, agrees that’s not a bad 
idea, even though Trilby is quar- 
tered {In a hotel bathroom to duck 
attachments on an unpaid feed bill. 





| Horse shakes his head yes to all 
auestions except that he'll break 
from the barrier. It {ts a comic 
trick. 


Comes the day of the contest. 
scene being outside the stable. It 
rains, and that’s bad for Trilby, 
| which is announced leading into the 
| stretch, but {s fourth under the wire 
| Things look bad for all hands, but 
Joe, son-in-law of the Drums, had 
hocked the mortgage and bet {t on 
the long-shot winner, a mudder 

Some of the players have been in 
click laugh shows, including ‘Three 
Men’ over here and in London. Best 
known currently is Ezra_ Stone, 
voungster who scored in ‘What a 
Life. His Orville is the top char- 
acter that ‘Fever’ offers, but there 
| are others with better lines. Millard 
| Mitchell, of ‘Three Men’ alumni, 
|hasn’t as good a part now. Sara 
| Seegar, comeliest of the cast, as his 
| stage wife, should attract attention. 

Lou Lubin is okay playing a tout. 
| Daniel Octo, as Doc Terganoff, 
sports a dialect and a Van Dyke, re- 
mindful of what Jed Harris would 
look like if he let his chin plece 
blossom. Judy Parrish, as ingenue, 
and Joseph Pevney, also with 2a 
small part, deliver. There two 
colored players for luck, Marietta 
Canty and a lad billed as ‘Labor 
Day Green.’ 

Warners cleaned up with 
Men’ Firm is not in with Yokel 
this time, but among the latters as- 
sociates in ‘Fever’ is Jack Cohn, 0! 
|Columbia Pictures. A bookmaker 
also is reported having a place bet 
bit of the show. Ibee. 


are 


*Three 





about snakes or insects. Now it turns 
out her bit in the show will be 8 
bird dance, with her costume made 
of feathers. 





Donald Burr, the Clown in the 
Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans ‘Twelfth 
Night,’ was formerly nitery singer 
and m.c. Played last summer &t 
Leon & Eddie's. 





Raoul Pene DuBois, resting in At- 
lantic City, may do the sets and c0S- 
tumes for a dramatic show for the 
Theatre Guild. It would be his first 
straight show. 








| Walter Wagner will stage-manage 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ for Howard 
Lindsay-Russel Crouse. 


—. 
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~ Strictly Weekend B.0. Trend for Chi: 


Father’ Nifty $16,200, ‘Time Life’ 146 





Chicago, Nov. 26. 
There has been a_ considerable 
trend towards strictly week end 
business in Chicago, which is pretty 
discouraging to the legitimate situa- 


tion generally. Friday and Saturday 
performances are powerful and a 


cinch sell out for the better shows, | 
but the midweek sessions find only | 


the really strong ones able to mus- 
ter a congregation. 

Two shows will call it quits Sat- 
urday (30). ‘Lady in Waiting’ leaves 
after three fairish weeks in the Har- 
ris, while ‘Time of Your Life’ leaves 
the Erlanger after five excellent ses- 
sions The Harris relights on Mon- 
day (2) with ‘Night of Love’ musical. 
The Erlanger will be dark, accord- 
ing to present plans, until Dec. 22, 


when ‘Dubarry Was a Lady’ arrives | 


for the Christmas season. However, 
there is a chance that the house will 
get three weeks of ‘Here Today,’ 
with Ruth Gordon. 

On Monday (25) Ruth 
in ‘Pygmalion’ came into the Seiwyn, 
replacing ‘The Male Animal’ which 
had struggled through 
town. Never got into the big money 
but skimmed along the rim between 
profit and loss. 

Studebaker, which has been dark 


for years, may relight for a Christ- | 


mas try of ‘Pins and Needles.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Lady in Waiting,’ Harris | 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Held to fair 


sort of coin on second week, but de- | 


ciding not to try to force the run 
here and will quit town Saturday 
(30). Took $8,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(38th week) (1,200; $2.75). Continues 
to streak along at remarkable near- 
capacity pace. Much of the continued 
stride of this show is due to the ex- 
cellent publicity through Harry For- 
wood and the cooperation of Lillian 


tish. Great $16,200. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (11th and 
final week (1,000: $2.75). Held its 
own on last-week notice and got 
$10,000. Play headed to St. Louis 
for additional road _ time. ‘Pyg- 
malion’ replaced in the house yes- 
terday (Monday). 

‘Meet the People,’ Grand (8th 


week) (1,200; $2.75). Fought its way 
to sufficient public approval after a 


weak start and will have had a 
profitable run when show leaves 
town in two more weeks. Managed 


another healthy nick of $12,000 last 


week. 


‘Time of Your Life,’ Erlanger (4th | 


week) (1,300; $2.75). Has been doing 
well in town, but will scram Nov. 
30. Week ends have been particu- 


larly fine here. Last week snagged 


$14,000. 


‘COLUMBUS,’ $2,500, 
FLOPS BADLY IN L. A. 


Hollywood, Nov. 26 


‘Folies Bergere’ is in final week at 


Fl Capitan theatre, after attracting 
favorable grosses during local run 
Newcomer of last week, “Thank You 
Columbus,’ flopped badly at the Hol- 
lywood Playhouse, despite lavish 
production. ‘Folies.”” aided by the 


holiday. ground out close to $18,000 
while ‘Columbus’ played to miserable 
$2.500 in eight days 

Angeled ‘Columbus’ folded yester- 
day (Monday). G. V. Gontard 
puted scion of the Anhet 
family, poured $35,000 into the Hol 


lywood Playhouse venture 

Another closing was ‘Zero How 
Theatre Alliance p 
‘ J » i + 4 ‘ 4 1 
pened short time ago ; ne 
Box theatre Commu 1¢ ( 


failed to int 


rique the I 


‘Dinner’ (Webb) Gets 
OK $14,600 In Milw. 


Milwaukee, Nov. 26 

With Thanksgiving Day helping 
the take, Clifton Webb in ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ finished a nice 
week at the Davidson Saturday (23) 
With an estimated gross of $14,009 at 
$2.75 top in spite of fact that critics 
were none too kind. House is now 
dark until Jan. 6, when ‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ (Flora Robson) comes 
In for a full week. 

in the meantime, the field is left 
Clear for the Pabst, with Katharine 


Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
current; Eddie Dowling in ‘Time of 
Your - Life,’ week of Dec. 2: the 


Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 
Dec 16-18, and ‘Mornings at Seven,’ 
Dec. 26-28, for all of which there is 
a neavy advance subscription sale 
plugged by the Society of Allied 
Arts. 


Chatterton | 


11 weeks in! 


(2nd | 


, 
vv 





‘Fun’ 106 in N. H. 


New Haven, Nov. 26. 

Despite mixed response, preem of 
‘All in Fun,’ Leonard Sillman revue 
_in for four performances last week- 
end, drew an approximate $10,000, 
| which added up to nice money. Yale- 
| Harvard weekend helped. 
| Shubert has break-in of the Gil- 
| bert Miller-Vinton Freedley produc- 


| tion of Ferenc Molnar’s ‘Delicate 
| Story,’ featuring Edna Best, set for 
|Nov. 28-30. Following week sees 
-preem of Dwight Deere Wiman’s 
|‘Old Acquaintance,’ starring Jane 
' Cowl and Peggy Wood (Dec. 6-7). 


| 











LUNTS SMASH 
$24,900, CLEVE. 


: 
| Cleveland. Nov. 26. 
| 


| out-grossed anything the Hanna has 


|offered in the last year with their 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ which 
‘also came within four degrees of the 
legit house’s record last week. Eight 
| performances at $3 top, with extra 
seats set up in aisles at most shows, 
racked in estimated smash $24,500. 
Figure was $3,500 better’ than 
Katharine Cornell did in ‘No Time 
For Comedy’ here, and the same for 
Raymond Massey’s ‘Abe Lincoln,’ 





} 


| 
| 


| register in several years. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


; that there would be enough patron- 
|age to take care of all three houses, 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne | 


/ but. on the disappointing biz last 
week which also had a Thanksgiv- 
ing Day and the Penn-Cornell 


| University of Pennsylvania, which is 
|playing its annual week’s engagement 


|.which was held down last year by a | 


five-day run. 

Legit pickings have been rather 
'slim for Hanna up to now, but book- 
ing sked is rapidly filling up. ‘Morn- 
ings at Seven’ is in currently, and 
Elliott Nugent, an Ohioan, is finally 
bringing in his ‘Male Animal’ Dec. 
9. Ruth Chatterton’s ‘Pygmalion’ 
tentatively underlined for latter part 
of holidays. 


HELLZ’ GETS $24,500 
IN TORONTO SELLOUT 





Toronto, Nov. 26. 

Playing to capacity biz, a com- 
plete sellout in advance. ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ grossed estimated $24,500 at the 
Royal Alexandra, with 1,46l-seater 
sealed at $3 top. It was the biggest 
gross of the season here, topping the 
smash weeks of ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
and ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 

In view of current conditions, fact 
{that Royal Alexandra is dark until 
Xmas is drawing concerted squawk: 


Hepburn 156 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 26. 
Katharine Hepburn, here at the 
1,500-seat English last week for three 
night performances and Saturday 








matinee of ‘Philadelphia Story’ at 
$3.30 top, played one of the nicest | 
tunes heard on the house’s cash 


Starting with heavy advance sale | 
from mail orders, biz continued lush | 
when box office opened, and few | 
seats were left when performances 


started to account for estimated 
socko $14,800 in four performances. 


3 PHILLY LEGITS 
OPEN; ‘LOVE 
NG. 176 





Philadelphia, Nov. 26. 

For the first time this season, Philly 
has three legit houses open simul- 
taneously. With the State Thanks- | 
giving being celebrated Thursday 
(28) and the usual mobs expected 
in Friday preparatory to the Army- 
Navy game Saturday, it would seem 


game, optimism isn’t running high. 
The three claimants for the holi- 
dayers and ball fans this week are 


‘Night of Love’ (second week) at 
the Forrést, ‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
(first week) at the Locust. and 


‘High as a Kite,’ the 53rd production 
of the Mask and Wig Club of the 


at the Erlanger. 





‘Ladies in Retirement.’ which 
opened last night (Monday) is the} 
second subscription offering of the 


ATS. The advance, outside the sub- 
scription, wasn’t any too big but! 
favorable word-of-mouth is expected | 
to help a lot. ‘High as a Kite,’ which | 
has a $3 top, was very well received 
in two out-of-town break-ins at At- | 
lantic City and Wilmington. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Night of Love.” Forrest (1st week) | 
(1.800; $3) Musical got adverse no- 
tices and generally disappointing re- 
sponse; $17.000. 

‘Conquest in April,’ Locust (2nd/ 
week) (1.500: $2). Never got started 
here. Closed Saturday (23) for re- 
vision Around $5.500 with aid of | 
Thursday Saturday influx. 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ in this week 
for fortnight on ATS subscription 


‘CORN’ 1356, 1ST WASH. 
HIT IN FIVE TRYOUTS 


Washington, Nov. 26 
ined for Ethel Barrymore, 


and 


It rema 


from theatre-goers in ‘The Corn Is Green,’ to give Capi- 
- tal its first hit in five tryouts so far 
, Yaka T this season Critics, who had run 
Lee Tracy Picks Up . 
out of deprecator, Wectives afte! 
. oa p PF t ) P ’ . < VA 7 
In Frisco to $7,000 | four successive broadsides, went 
vn ¢ nm tne star ana the NOW 
San Francisco, Nov. 26 is fi glimpse of real theatre (ex- 
Lee Tracy's ‘Every Man For Him- '' cept the px t-Broadway ff) own 
self.” at the Geary got estimated | had seen ce st} B d 
$7,000 in its second week, improve- | at $2.75 t r al ( te $1 
ment over first week's $6,500 mild. 50 
Stays fer a third, then jumps to New ( rent is ‘Duf v W: Lac 
York Producer Arthur Hutchin- eginning its road tour w Bert 
son left for Gotham last week Lahr France Wil n Next 
Cornelia Otis Skinner picked eek ge John Shubert’s fi n- 
apt roximately $10.000 in her week r proc on t I cor 
ending (23) at the neighbori: Cu t} Bruce C: Mary Br 
ran. i Fu ¢ a! } O'Cce ell 
e Y . 
nside Stuii—i 
| — 
Eve Vi fi Hin i 
San I ise I ; week ‘ é r é 
oO B a it the ( é ed Le 
Trac K I ¢ ( ( } , 
when nl ( B: Pre 
are Arthun Hutchinson ¢ \ h ( € ( the (¢ 
“Osc W lde’ iast season ana { nei! { T al 
venture. Former is a scenic artist é re 
‘Himself’ was not immediately recognized on Broadway when reports 
from the Coast were received. It was originally called ‘Once Upon a 
Night.’ Under that title the play wi tried out in the fall of 1938 by 
Laurence Schwab at Wilmington, De show being yanked after three days. 


Main defect then was 
originally done, Schwab was creditec 


is not mentioned in the Coast billing. He has a 40% interest in the 
rovalties, 

Subscription season of the Theatre Guild is taking form, with at least 
three shows already so earmarked. First fé subscribers ‘Twelfth 
Night,’ which opened at the St. James last week. Second is ‘Delicate Story,’ | 
which Gilbert Miller and Vinton Freedley will open at the Miller next 


week. Third will be ‘Battle of Angels.’ 
be spotted in a 


this week. Latter play maj 


which is mentioned to get ‘Every Man 

Deal for ‘Story’ is not the first production by anothe1 
the Girid placed among its subscription shows. Simila 
‘Mornings At Seven,’ which was produced by Dwight Deere 


plied to 
Wiman. 


>| 
the casting, it 


J as, 
a WwW 


was reported. When the 


ith collaborating in the writing, but 


lav sure 
puay was 


which the Guild puts into rehearsal 
theatre other than the Guild, 
for Himself,’ due in from the Coast. 
} management which 
arrangement ap- 


ithe Lafayette 


Bway on Even Keel: ‘12th Night’, 
$20,000, Newest Hit; ‘Hattie’ Great 


$36,000, Charley's Aunt’ Up, $13,500 





Pyg’ $10,000 In StL. 


St. Louis, Noy. 26. 

One week of darkness at the} 
American theatre here, the second of | 
the current season, whetted the 
appetite of natives for ‘Pygmalion,’ 
with Ruth Chatterton. Piece, scaled 
to $2.80, copped estimated good! 
$10,000 for eight performances. Crix | 
dished out 100% raves and all local | 
rags helped the cause by doling out 
swell cuffo space via feature stories, 
pix, etc. : 

House is booked solidly for the 
next six weeks, with ‘The Male 
Animal’ opening one-week engage- | 
ment last night (Monday). 


DET. LEGIT DOES 
OFF-TO-BUFFALO 


Detroit, Nov. 19. 

First there were three, then two 
and now one theatre and Detroit’s ! 
extensive drama season has shrunk 
considerably. A week ago the 
Messrs. Shubert shuttered the Wil- 
son and ended their venture here. 
Last week saw the Wee & Leventhal 


experiment in pop-priced drama fold 
its tent and quietly steal away. 


W. & L.’s final week was with 


| ‘Rocket to the Moon,’ but it got off 


on the wrong foot opening night 
when the cast blew lines all over the 
stage and finally tossed the third act 
right into the alley. The critics had 
nothing left to do but wistfully hope 
it might get organized and the show 
wound up with the poorest week of 


the four-week ‘season,’ even drop- 
ping below the third week of ‘See 
My Lawyer.’ Where the latter 
finished up a too-long run with 
$3,200, ‘Rocket to the Moon’ dipped 
to a greater low getting only esti- 


mated $2,900 for 10 performances. 

However, it doesn’t spell finis for 
The house will close 
for a month reopening around 
Christmas, it was said, probably with 
Ann Corio in ‘White Cargo.’ 


The Cass is still 


saliian nw ats uit 
rolling al ng with 
} 


the road shew Dark last week 
the house resumed Sunday night 
(24) with ‘Pins and Needles,’ at $2.20 
top 
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‘FATHER’S’ 8TH WEEK 
FINE $15,200 IN BOSTON 
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‘Sim Sala Bim,’ 


Block-Sullv’s ‘Uawyer’, 


$3,000, Bredies in Cincy 
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ing matinee and ! ht Crick were 
a bit vicious in their revie 
Burg has one of 1 intrequeni 
doublehender road show weeks cur- 
rently ‘Rocket to the Moon’ has the 
full week at the Cox at $1.65 top 
Lunt and Fontanne, in ‘There Shall 
Re No Night.’ are in tt 2.500-seat 
| Taft during the last half at £7.20 top 
| e; is 
>. 7 
| ‘Dinner’ 10G in Mpls. 
Minneapolis. Nov. 28 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ with 
Taylor Holmes, grossed approxi- 
mately fair $10,000 in nine pe: - 


ances, including two matinees. at the 
2,200-seat Lyceum. Show was scaled 
at $2.75 top and balcony held major 
portion of audiences throucl 
week 

Underlined is Katharine Heoburn 
in ‘Philadelphia Story.’ I 5-7 


out 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
hurst (8th week) (R-1,160: $4.40). 
Turned in another good gross, with 
capacity business for performances 
late in week; rated over $25,000, 


‘Beverly Hills,’ Fulton (3d week) 
(C-978; $3.30). Some improvement 
In gross, but principally because of 
theatre party sell-outs; approached 
$6,500; provisional notice posted. 


‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck «5th 
week) (M-1,214; $3.30). Colored mu- 
sical faring very well, with takings 
quoted over $17,000 mark; exnected 
to stick through winter period. 

‘Fledgling,’ Hudson (D-1,094: $3.30). 
Presented by Otis Chatfield-Tavylor: 
written by Eleanor Carroll Chilton 
and Philip Lewis; opens tonicht (27). 

‘George Washington Slept Here.’ 
Lyceum (5th week) (C-1,004: $3 20. 
Went upward and now figured to 
make a stay of it: went to better than 


, $12,700; goodly profit at that level. 


‘Glamour Preferred,’ Booth. Taken 
off Saturday (23) after week and 
two days (11 performances): man- 
agement decided it could not survive 
bad press. 


‘Hellsapoppin,” Winter Garden 
| (114th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Still 
'figured to span new season; long 


stayer always gets benefit of visitor 
influx: one of biggest monev makers 
in vears approximated $25,000. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats.” Shubert 
(1lih week) (M-1,405: $4.40). Getting 
goodly share of attendance among 
the high-scaled musicals, and !ooks 
set through winter; rated around the 
$24 000 mark. 

‘Horse Fever.’ Mansfield (C-1.000: 
$3.30). Opened Saturday (23): drew 
mixed notices: chances better indi- 
cate*® this week. 

‘It Hapnens On Ice’ Center (7th 
week) (R-3.087; $2.75). Novelty 
among attractions: revue on ice said 
to he turning vrofit both ways: last 
week imvroved to $35,000; big Satur- 
dav and Sunday. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (10th 
week) (D-1.000; $3.30). Staying 
longer than indicated; helped some- 
what by cut rates, but still in modest 
money division: around $6,000; Sun- 
dav nights may count: due to move 
to Longacre. with ‘Retreat to Pleas- 
ure’ coming here. 

‘.ife With Father,’ Empire (54th 
week) (C-1.005: $3.30). Looks Jike 
no limit to capacity pace: standees 
account for takings reaching $18.700 

ct week. 

‘Louisiana Purchase.’ Imverial (26th 
week) (M-1,450: $4.40). Remarkable 
busin for musical, which has 
passed half year’s run mark; topped 
$32 N00 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 


P ( th week) (C-1,013 $3.30). 
B necs nurted again ] week 
ty F iday and Saturd 
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‘Panama Hattie.’ 46th S (4th 
we ) (M-1.347: $4.40) Extra Mi 
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nm? e nerformnare new mt cal hit 
ent close to $26.000 mar] best 
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tour after holidays, but still making 
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Pevivals 
‘Blind Aller’? Windsor (6th week) 
(C-1 044: $2.20). Among shows using 


two for ones: staving because of 
ut and limited number of book- 
ine in citht: $3.500 estimated. 
‘Charlew’« Apert’ Windsor 
(C-1 064; $2.20). 
and should he winter ctever 
scale into January: $13,500 
last week puts old farce in success 
alts ion. 
‘Wind 
e232 °1) 
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nNroving 


tirleate an 


Plavhouse (CD-865: 
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Final and 


rabe mame every week? recent tak- 
nee tos-ot C2 0M ‘Romantic Mr. 
Ty i nleg ‘es owt weel, 
eve’ Nirht.’ St. Tames (1-1. 596: 
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Broadway’s Sunday Tes 


Continued from page 4 





. - ait +1, 
asco), “Separate Rooms’ (Plymouth), 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner 
(Music Box, holdover hit? and “lo- 
bacco Rord’ (Forrest). 

Few Grosses Topped Mondays 
Managers through the League ex- 


the ff 
It 

CONS) 
Mon iay 
oe} 


satisfac.iion ovel 
‘ performances 

if ad that shows 
bettered 


S. 


pie ssed 
some 1@ ie 
the average 
actual figvies 
comparison, bu. it } 
known in other theatres 
business was disappointing. Sratec 
that seven shows would nent 
Sunday (Dec. 1), two 
played the first Sabbath duching the 
parade ior ide for 
some Treason, se 
ceipts WwW 
Patronage at the prin- 
cipally sought tickets in the Daleony, 





aU Ot 


olners \ nich 
a two-week in'er' 
possibly becat re- 


boxe Tices 


such admissions ranging from $1 10u 
to $2.20, indicating that a measure 
of picture house trade as beng 


drawn. Agencies remained 
but made few sales, inquiries there 


open, 


also being for cheap tickets. A lead- | 
ing agency failed to sell a_ single} 
ticket for one of the few favored! 


shows on the Sunday list. 


Dissatisfied 
‘Hellzapoppin’ got best money. 
During the afternoon, the Winter 
Garden disposed of all upper floor 


tickets, but was revorted chopping 
the price in all parts of the 
house, same going in other spois. 
Best money among straight shows 


was drawn by ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ and ‘George Washington 
Slept Here,’ takings being over 
$1,300 for both, but neither are to 
play nevt Sunday. Sam H. Harris 
produced both shows. H's office 
stated that the interval was de- 
cided because of tickets sold 


on for 

the next two Monday nights. Why 

that didn’t appby for Monday (25) 
this week, rot explained 

Pertirent that none of the $4.40 

musicals was plaved, managements 


beine wary of interfering with the 
draw as is and unwilling to incon- 
venience patrons who bought tickets 


for Monday (25) night. not plaved 
by shows which gave Sunday per- 
formences. Both ‘Hellz’ and ‘Ice’ 
are $3.90 top. Latter show and 
‘Road’ had played Sundays before. 


Latter was particularly favored. its 
low tov of $1.10 being indicative that 
patronage on Sunday wants pop ad- 
missions. 
Hits Missing 

Actual possibilities of Sundays will 
probably not be determined until 
more favored shows are presented 
One test of—whether Sunday could 
figure in extending the engagements 
of moderate draws was unfavorable 
last week, when ‘Suzanna and The 
Elders’ got little at the Moroseo. Had 
that performance been patronized it 
would have been a life saver for #1 
show which closed Saturday (293) 
‘Suzanna’ and two other shows wu hich 
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stopped had been expected to play 
on the 24th 

There wus some question whether 
the first Sunday was promoted en- 
ergetically. Three times moaderate- 

-ed block ads were used in dalies, 
there were four or tive announce- 
ments on local radio s.vations and 


>} heralds were inserted in programs of 


Broadway legiters during the week, 
but the most important factor is that 
the hits were not offered. Cost of the 
aavertising was pro-rated, each show 
plaving Sunday being billed for about 


$70. 

Origins! idea was that all shows | 
, would play Sundays, but the mnan- | 
'agerial association (League of New | 


York Theatres) could not obtain ac- 
ceptances by the better shows. Sug- 
gestion that Inte afternoon perform- 
ances instead of evenings might be | 
the right idea was set aside, but may | 
reconsidered. At least one show 
is fnring well plans a 4 p.m. 
curtain for next Sunday’s showing. | 
League's idea, however, for uni- 
formity of Sunday performances. 
Some managers feel a matinee cur- 
tain of or 3:30 in the afternoon 
would be the best test of the possi- | 
bilities to attract picture house pa- 
tronage of the type that only visits | 


which 


is 
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Current Road Shows 


(Week of Nor. 25) 


0 
‘A Night of 1 ove’—Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 
‘About Tomorrow’ (Frank Craven, 


Sally Eilers, J. M. Kerrigan)—Cur- 
ran, San Francisco. 

‘All in Fun’ (Phil Baker, Bill Rob- 
inson)—Shubert, Boston. 

tallet Russe de Monte Carlo— | 
Central High School, Kalamazoo 
(26); College Auditorium, Mt. Pleas- 
ant. Mich. (27); Masonic Temple, 
Detroit (28-20). 

‘Delicate Story’ (Edna Best)— | 


Shubert, New Haven (28-30). 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
—National, Washington. 
‘Folies Bergere’ 
Holly wood. 


El Capitan, 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Erlanger, Buffalo. 


‘HiYa, Gentlemen’ (Max Baer)— 
E shnell Auditorium, Hartford, 
| Conn, (29-30). 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 


| son)—Locust, Philadelphia. 


‘Lady in Waiting’ (Gladys George) 
—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago. 


‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) | 


—Civie Repertory, Boston. 
‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Arcadia, Wichita (25); Auditorium, 





Broadway on Sunday afternoon. Denver (27-28); Capitol, Silt Lake 
City (30). 
HIGH AS A KITE \ ‘Male Animal’ — American, St. 
| Louis. 
(Continued from page 50 ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton’ Webb) — Chateau, Rochester, 
prominent figure in ‘Kite,’ with cos- | Minn. (25); Cecil, Mason City (26), 
tumes and settings harking back to} Auditorium, St. Paul (27-30). 
the 1740's. However, the dialog and ‘Meet the People’—Grand Opera 


many of the characters are more per- 
tinent to 1940 than to the Franklin | 
era 

As was to be expected, Clay A. 
Boland. '26, Philly dentist, has con- 
tributed a score that stands out. Al- 
though assuming the additional] bur- | 


den of supervising the entire pro- 
duction, Boland has found time to 
turn out some of his best tunes, 
among them ‘My Gal,’ ‘Not So Long 
Ago.’ ‘I'll Sing Your Praises’ and 
‘High as a Kite.’ Like many another 
Boland number of past years, sev- 
eral of these look set for a run in 


povularity. No small credit for this 
will also go to his lyric collaborator, | 
S. Bickley Reichner, Philly news- | 
paperman, who has turned in a bril- 
liant job. His Cole Porter-ish ‘Let’s | 
Get Back to Bach’ is as nifty as they | 
come. 

Although the wardrobe of pre-| 
revolutionary finery, along with Bo- 
land’s score, dwarfs other aspects cf | 
this 53d annual production, the dance 
routines and comedy measure up to | 
other recent Mask and Wig efforts. | 
Disnensed with is the stock-in-trade 
of the college musical, the hairy and 
muscular chorine, arfd it isn’t missed. 
The 26-man chorus handles difficult 
assignments with 
taneity that’s infectious. The biggest 
laughs come from a minuet-to-jit- 
terbugging. all in powdered wigs and 
hoop skirts 


The costuming is eye-filling. as is 
the scenery There’s some profes- 
sional specialty dancing by R. W. 
Troup. Jr.. and an octet that’s also 
strong Robert F. Dawson handles 


the sweet stuff in an appealing tenor, 

there are several other fair 
voices. Louis DeV. Day, Jr., a vet 
hand. and Sidney Wertimer, Jr.. 
Franklin. are adequate comics. 
tunatelv there’s no overdose of shady 
although there are too many 
others that were probably old in 
Fronklin’s day. 

The Illustrious Franklin’s princinal 
business in ‘Kite’ turns out to be the 
sale of ‘Frank! Famous Pharma- 
itical Fluid.’ and the show takes 
its tone from that note With the 
aid of Marie Antoinette, he brings 
about the happy union of the juve- 
nile leads f Abigail Dineleben- 
1e7 and Major-General Beamist 
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Engagements 


Leila Ernst, ‘Pal Joey.’ 

Isabel Jewell, ‘The Hard Way.’ 

Owen Martin, Joe Kirk, ‘Hi-Ya 
Gentlemen.’ 

Edward Forbes, Theodore Newton. 
‘Cue for Passion.’ 
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Milton Neil, Alfred Etcheverry, 
Florence Fair, Leslie King, May Col- 
lins, Natalie Thompson, Jacqueline 
Clark, ‘Delicate Story.’ 





to collab with Jose 
ballet for Ballet 
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Caravan 


Hel 


on 
He 


an 
Cl! 


' 
the 


. 


finish and a spon- | 


as | 
For- | 


House, Chicago. 

‘Middletown Murai’ 
Cleveland (29-1). 

‘Morning's at 
Cleveland. 

‘Off the Record’ (Hugh O'Connell, 
Bruce Cabot, Mary Brian, Betty 
Furness )—McCarter, Princeton (30). 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
Hepburn)—Pabst, Milwaukee. 

‘Pins and Needles’—Cass, Detroit. 


Playhouse, 


Seven’ 


‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens’ — Ply- 
mouth, Boston. 

‘Thank You, Columbus’ Play- | 


| house, Hollywood. 


‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 


|Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Hartman, 
Columbus, O. (25-27); Taft Audi- 
torium, Cincinnati (28-30). 


‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dow- 
ling )—Erlanger, Chicago. 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 


Shrine Auditorium, Des Moines (24); | 


Orpheum, Waterloo, Ia. (25); Grand, 
Davenport (26-27); Municipal Audi- 
torium, Kansas City (28-30). 


PITT IN A BURN 
OVER LEGIT LAG 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 26. 
It's Thanksgiving Week in Penn- 
syivania and Nixon, town’s only legit 
site, is gnashing its teeth because of 
enforced darkness. Turkey holiday 


session has traditionally been one of | 


the biggest of any season for this 
town, dating back to the days when 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ would always play 
here at this time and take anywhere 
from $40,000 to $50,000 out of town. 

Drama critics have been pointing 
out that there's 1 been a legit 
rear like t $ Pitt gh's nistory 


tsburgh 
ior things 


evel 
hopeful f 


attractions 


to come, what with xon 


nad ony three since 
‘Ladies in 
Oct 16, w 
You! Ly 
weeks until Lu 
‘re Shall Be 
Theatre had 1 
week, has nothing this and nothing 
booked until Dec. 9, when 
Pins and Needles’ comes in. 
there'll probably be another 
| night’s pre-Xmas darkness, 
All the more pathetic 

three shows have done smash biz 
|here, ‘Ladies’ getting $13,000, ‘Time’ 
| $16,500 and ‘Night’ a record-break- 
| ing $27,200. Harry Brown, manager 
|of Nixon, open letters to drama 
editors, has assured them that things 
| will definitely look up after Jan. 1, 
| but most of the boys are laying that 
;to wishful thinking. 
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John Houseman 
Barry's ‘Liberty 
Theatre Guild 


to stage Philip 
Jones,’ which the 
ill put into rehearsal 


. 
in about three weeks Director has 
peer ’ prod iction a ociate of Orson 
Welles « the Mert ‘ Theatre 
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23 Papers Use Ingersoll Series 
Syndication by PM, New York tab, 


of the series on London written by | 


|editor-publisher Ralph Ingersoll is 
|}more than paying for his trip abroad 
clipper for the series, plus an 
extensive ad campaign put on by 
the sheet. Twenty-three papers are 


| by 


don Daily Express, to which the 
pieces are cabled each day. 
Ingersoll is still writing the yarns, 
which will probably number about 
25. First four days after his re- 
turn to the U. S. he spent dictating at 
his Lakeville, N. Y., farm, getting 
60,000 words down in that time. 
Harry Baker, formerly with In- 
ternational News Photos and now 
picture manager of PM., handled the 





job of selling the articles. Papers 
using them include’ Philadelphia 
Bulletin, Kansas City Star, Detroit 


|Free Press, Boston Globe, Washing- 


ton Star, St. Louis Post-Disnatch, 
|Des Moines Register and Tribune, 
}Dallas News, Toronto Globe and 


| Mail, Halifax Herald and Vancouver 
| Province. 


| ~—- -~— 


Detroit Press Cares for Its Own 

Families of employes called to 
/arms will be cared for by the Detroit 
Free Press. In a statement from 
Publisher John S. Knight, who took 
over the newspaper last spring, it 
vas said a study of Selective Service 
and Nationa] Guard Acts had been 
made and it was the intent to ‘pro-, 
vide economic stability for our em- 
| ployes called into service and to as- 


isist them in the transition from 
|civilian to military and back to 
civilian life again.’ 

Under the provisions, full-time 


employes joining up with Uncle Sam 
and having dependents will receive 
| from the newspaper 50° of the dif- 
ference between their salaries from 
the Free Press and their Army pay. 
The rule applies to both draftees and 
| volunteers with a top of $100 month- 
ly from the newspaper set. Men 
also will be considered as on leaves 
of absence. 


$300,000 Libel Suit 
A $300,000 suit against Macfadden 
| Publications, Inc., Fulton Oursler 
,;and Joachim F. Paffrath was 
| vealed Friday (22) in N. Y. supreme 
|court when the defendants applied 
to dismiss the action. Suit was filed 


by Richard Rollins, who claims to 
|be an authority on Nazi and sub- 
| versive investigation work, and for- 


merly investigator for the McCor- 
mack-Dickstein Congressional Com- 
| mittee for the U. S. Congress. 

| Plaintiff claims libel in an issue 
| of Liberty, published by Macfadden, 
and written by Paffrath. 


Oursler is 
editor of Liberty. The article in 
question was called ‘I Was a Hitler 
| Agent in the U. S.,” and claimed, ac- 
cording to the complaint, that Rol- 
lins was duped by Paffrath, who se- 
cured information for the Nazi gov- 
ernment from him. Other charges 
are along the same lines The 
| plaintiff claims as a result of the 
|article he lost employment, a lec- 
ture tour, and a book to be pub- 
lished based on plaintiff’s life. Dam- 


ages of $100,000 against each of t 
| defendants are sought. 


ne 


L. A. Times Drops Mag 
Los Angeles Times eliminated its 


Sunday Times Magazine, to be re- 
placed this week by Home, a new 
mag-sized supplement devoted to 
home, garden, kitchen and other 
articles aimed at women readers 
vithout fictio Times continues to 
ca This Week, published New 
Yo ind serviced about the coun- 
tr 

Home w be written and edited 


editorial crew that 


Oormer Sunday maga 


To Take Over Alabama Journal 
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser, 


[ 


| 


Literati 





Milwaukee Sentinel.” Liebman »« 
killed by a fall Jan. 31, 1937. 

Mrs. Liebman alleges that Block 
promised her that he would pay her 
$100 a week as long as she lived, 
that he kept this promise for only 
one year, and that after Jan. 21, 1938, 


a3 


; all payments ceased. 


using the series, including the Lon-| 





| 


| Saginaw 


re- | 


Block owns the above companies 
and the Milwaukee daily. 





Army Pages Oldfield 

Quickie call to active duty was 
served up to Barney Oldfield, Jour- 
nal’s film scribe in Lincoln, Neb, 
who was ordered to Ft. Crook, Neb, 
an infantry reception center, Mon- 
day (25). He's a reserve captain. 
Move was fast, notification coming 
to him at noon Thursday (21). 

Journal is making arrangements 
for him to continue his Sunday pie 
column, to be knocked out after 
taps. His nightly radio broadcast, 
819 times old Saturday (23), will be 
done by Henrietta Dirks for 
sponsor, Lincoln Theatres Corp 
name will be kept on it, 


the 
Hig 


too. 


LITERATI OBITS 
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Sir Hugh Denison, 75, Australian 
neWspaper publisher and former 
Australian Commissioner to the 


United States, died in Sydney, Novy. 
23. 

Howard C. Coxe, 42, author and 
one-time staff member of the New 
York Tribune, died in Snedens Land- 
ing, N. Y., Nov. 23. Surviving are 
a brother, Judge Alfred C. Coxe, of 
the New York Federal Court; an- 
other brother and two sisters. 

Manuel Lanz Duret, 62, publisher 
of the Mexico City dailies, El Uni- 
versal and El Universal Grafico, died 
in Mexico City Nov. 21. He was also 
a lawyer and writer. 

George D. Perry, 53, editor of the 
News, died Nov. 20 in Sapg- 
inaw, Mich., after an eight-month ill- 
ness. 

Ww. E. W. Yerby, 76, editor 
Greensboro (Ala.) Watchman 
vears and former Alabama legislator, 
died Nov. 15. Was Alabama's oldest 
editor in point of continuous service 


of 
5 
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CHATTER 


Smitter 
Morning,’ 


his 
Har- 


Wessell wound 
novel, ‘Another 


pers publication. 


up 
for 


Alexander Knox finished his new 


| book, ‘Bride of Quietness,’ to be pub- 
| lished by Macmillan. 


‘Murder Under Glass,’ mystery 
yarn by Frances’ Hyland, 
edited for spring publication. 


being 


‘Lord Broadway’ is the title of 
Dayton Stoddard’s biography 
Sime Silverman which Wilbur F 
is bringing out the end of January. 


Com 


Publisher of Cinema ics is 
planning to launch a new magazine 
INT, sometime in January. Will be 
a national _ publication Issued 


monthly, using cartoon chal 





‘Floradora’ 


Continued from page 49 





claims, on Dec, 8, 1899, applied for a 
copyright in the U. S. and received 
one on Dec. 9, 1899, but failed to te! 


the U. S. that ‘Floradora’ had been 
copyrighted a week previous 
England. This constituted a fraud 


and rendered null and void the copy 


right for the plaintiff, who t 
comes into court with unclean hana 


Rose asserts. 

Furthermore, Rose ‘ ! e 
the autho ecured a rene 
copyright when it ran out 
placing ‘Floradora’ in the ! ) 
domain. While it is true that 5 
in 1927 secured a renewal, that wa 
for his music only and not 
book or lyric: Rose clain nd 
Stuart’s renewal was for a revise 
| version, not the original. Rose co 
cludes by stating that the plaint 
thus never had any rights to the 
| work and asks a dismissal of the 


one 
of Dixie’s oldest, largest dailies, has 
announced agreement to purchase 
Alabama Daily Journal, assuming | 


| control Dec, 1. 

Journal, 52-year-old afternoon 
sheet, will retain its identity, and 
C. M. Stanley, editor-in-chief since 
1927, remains in charge. President 
Nicholas Peay of Journal company, 
remains until Jan. 1. Advertiser is 
112 years old. Price not divulged. 





Editor’s Widow Sues Block 
Mrs. Ethel Liebman has started 
suit in Milwaukee cireuit court 
against Paul Block, the publisher: 
Sentinel Publishing Co. and the 
Milwaukee Publishing Co. for $13,500 
for ‘earnings which her husband, 


Jules, should have received while | 


, 
editer and genera inager 


of The 


action, 

Suit seeks an injunction, account- 
ing of profits and damages for al- 
leged infringment through perform 
ance of all or parts of ‘Floradora’ b} 
tne defendants in different situat:ons 

Monday (25), Select Theatres Corp., 
and April Productions, Inc., filed 4 


swers in which it is claimed tha 
Tom B. Davis, acting as agent 10 
Hill and Stuart, sold Lee Shuve! 


»+ 


the rights to produce the operetta 

the U. S. for $30,000. The sale wa 
for eternity, and was made Feb. 19 
1919. Other defenses are the same 
as Rose’s, claiming that ‘Floradora 
is now in the public domain, t' 
t of the plaintiff wa: 


5 hv 


the copyrigh 


| secured correctly, etc. 


“i 
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Broadway 


Ed Finney, western producer, east 
ief spell 
ond Tou McGinnis tossed a 
ilery last week. 

gf Jr., flew in from the 

+t for Thanksgiving. ren 

Ootick Weiss designing Fan & Bill’s| 
new West 48th street restaurant. 

Pat Finn, cafe man, in Lennox 
Hill hospital for two-stage operation. 

Jerry Whyte to stage-manage Pal 
Joey,’ newest Rodgers and Hart mu- 
oul Raibourn, Par executive as- 
sociated with Dumont Television, re- 
turned from L. A. 

Mother of Arthur Israel, Jr., exec 
assistant to Barney Balaban, up from 
South Carolina for a visit. 

Al Jolson took his entire cast and 
all backstage employees to Sardi’s 
for Thanksgiving dinner. 

Nate Goldstein, Par’s Massachu- 
setts theatre partner due in today 
(Wed.) for h.o. discussions. 

Eddie Ruff, Par’s New Haven 
branch manager, looked in on home 
office sales executives last week. 

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade 
passed Times Square on schedule, 
an hour before matinee curtains. | 

Ross Hertz, after appearing in 
Lambs’ club show ‘ballet’ Sunday 
(24), was monickered ‘half pint of 
5 P. Beck, Russell Birdwell 
rep in New York, going into Mt. 
Sinai hosp this week for a schnoz 
operation. 

Bob Weitman got back to N. Y. 
before some gifts he bought for 
friends in California reached their 
destination. 

Paul Orange, cutter of costumes 
employed by April Productions 
(Shuberts) in voluntary bankruptcy; 
owes $14,237. 

Testimonial dinner-show to Bill 
Robinson, honorary prez of Negro 
Actors Guild of America, at Mecca 
Temple Dec. 8. 

Dorothy Hammerstein, the interior 
decorator and wife of Oscar the 
ASCAPer, must undergo an opera- 
tion this week. 

Nicholas Nayfack, nephew of Joe 
and Nich Schenck and member of 
Metro’s Coast legal staff, in New 
York for a short visit. | 

Ordway Teed, chairman of the 
Higher Education Committee of New | 
York City, seen buying a copy “e 











Vanigty at newsstand! 
Ruth Schwerin, who handled press 
in New York for Sol Lesser on ‘Our | 
Town,’ has rejoined him to work on | 
‘That Uncertain Feeling.’ 

Jeanette MacDonald makes her 
only concert appearance in the New 
York area Dec. 4 at the Westchester 
Community Center, White Plains. | 

Aldyth Reichenback, secretary to | 
Barney Balaban, who suffered in- | 
juries in an automobile accident two 


weeks ago, returned to her office 
Monday (25). | 
Harry Weinstein, Abe Lyman’s 


manager, left for Miami Monday (25) 
to handle details in connection with | 
the maestro’s Jan. 15 opening at the 
Royal Palms there. 

Publicity-ad staff of 20th-Fox home 
office tossing farewell party for Arch 
Reeve, retiring advertising. chief, 
next Friday (29) at Park Central 
Reeve leaves for California. 

Series of three feature stories 
with art on Barney Balaban, presi- 
dent of Paramount, running in the 
Chicago Herald-Examiner, captioned 
‘Mr. Barney of the Balabans.’ 

Third annual ‘Financial Follies,’ 
Riven by the N. Y. Financial Writers 
Assn., next Friday (29) at Hotel 
Astor, produced by George Price, ex- 
actor, now on the New York stock 
exchange, 

Par’s maintenance - construction 
chief, Charlie Burton, left Monday 
(25) for Cincinnati to huddle with 
Tracy Barham on some new theatres 
in that territory and later on to 
Kansas City. 

Ed Kuykendall. in Atlanta attend- 
ing a local exhibitor meeting, will 

€ in Charlotte Dec. 1-2 for the 
MPTO convention covering Caro- 
linas. He will spend Christmas in 
Columbus. Miss. 

Jack McInerney 
his wife. who 
rheumatic fever, 


planning to take 
has been ill with 
Se to i around 
Christmas time. spending a couple 
weeks there. Mrs. McInerney will 
remain for the winter 

Broadway, which has seen many 
strange joints, will shortly gander 
something new—a _ spaghetti bar 
opened above 46th street by Buotoni. 
Spaghet manufacturers. who had a 
Similar layout at the Fair. 

Harry Sherman, former Par exec- 
utive in charge of labor matters and | 
subsequently president of Local 306, 
is now chief of projection for the | 
Walt Disney picture, ‘Fantasia,’ | 
which requires special equipment. 

; Churchin of RKO’s transpor- | 
tation department on the Coast was | 
in town the middle of last week be- | 
fore returning west after having had | 
& checkup at Johns Hopkins hospital. | 

timore, as result of having been | 
8assed in the first World War. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


Julian Soler, 
with typhoid. 
. Actor Pedro Armendariz working 
'n two pix here simultaneously. 
Bobby Jones to be feted by the | 
“texico City Country Club when he | 
arrives here Dec. 7. - 
Circo Argentino, one of the chief | 


legit actor, laid up 





' and 
| taken for some $8,500 in furs and 


the theatre 


circuses playing Mexico, has opened 
its season here to good biz. 

Linda Darnell enjoying a round 
of fiestas, including one by the Na- 
tional Arts and Science Academy. 


Tullio Carminati granted a Mexi- 


can government okay to visit this | 


country for six months as a tourist. 


Lupe Velez’s p.a., Col. A. Villalo- 
bos, has been promoted garrison 


commander at Ciudad Anahuac, on_ 


the U.S. border. 


Virginia Zuri, on the strength of 
her dramatic work at the Palace of 
Fine Arts (National Theatre), has 
been signed for Mexican pix. 

Maria Conesa, 
comedienne, recovered from an op- 
eration and to Los Angeles to play 
for Frank Fauce at the California 
theatre. 


Cartoonist Chucho Martinez Gil 
featuring Picot Fruit Salts programs 
from local station, XEW, with flesh 
presentations of his best pen and ink 
characters. 


American tourist biz, which should 
be in full swing now, far below par. 


However, a pickup is looked for dur- 
ing Yuletide, when the political 


situation should be definitely settled. | 





Chicago 





Doris Robbins is returning to show 


| business and being handled by Tom 


Kettering. 


: Noel Gerson, WGN Talent Divis- 
ion chief, east for further confabs on 
new office setup. 

Raymond Scott 
Christmas carol 
issue of Coronet. 

Thoda Cocroft aiding ‘Pygmalion’ 
getaway here though show js not un- 
der her American Theatre Society 
wing, but because of Theatre Guild 
rights on the play. 

Lioyd Lewis, Daily News drama 
sports editor, and wife were 


has written a 
for the December 


jewelry last week as they left home 
of Robert Hutchins, U of Chi prexy. 





Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 





Variety Club to sponsor Preakness 
Ball this year. 

George Browning handling pub- 
licity for Albaugh Concert series. 


Bill Saxton hosting Ad 


annual 


Club Christmas party at Loew’s Cen- 


tury. 

Ted Routson readying new local 
talent revue for Hipp in tieup with 
News-Post. 

Eugene Martinet working on pro- 
duction of ‘Pinafore, with John 
Charles Thomas slated for guest star 
appearance. 

Former legit Auditorium being re- 
modeled into one floor, subsequent 
run film house by Bill Hicks 


planning Christmas week opening. 





‘Little Egypt’ 


Continued from page 6___ 





Long Island, will be heard at offices 
to be established at the building in 
which the AAA is located. There 
will be a manager for each, plus 


clerks, etc. 

For the appeals board there will be 
three arbiters, a chairman at $20,000 
yearly and two others at $17,500 each, 
all other costs to be born by 
appealing cases from local boards. 

During the past week ex-Judge 
Van Vechten Veeder, widely known 
jurist and attorney, was appointed to 


serve as chairman for three years. 


Aged 73, he is a member of the law | 


firm of Burlingham,. Veeder, Clark & 
Hupper, and from 1911 to 1917 was a 


Federal judge, sitting in Brooklyn. 
He was appointed to the justiceship 
by former President Taft. 

Veeder is a member of the New 
York and Illinois bars; is prominent 


in the American Bar Assn., and was 
a former president of the U. S. Mar- 
itime Law Assn. He is the author of 
‘Legal Masterpieces,’ published in 
1923. and is a collector of rare first 


| editions. 


The two members to serve with 
Veeder on the appeals board will not 


| be appointed until January, it is said. | 





Bob Hope 
|__ontinued oo Ue!) 


hours of pictures and stage 
before the Hope turn came on. Fig- 
ured by then they were in no mood 
to let go from the waistline. For 
it proved a_ bonanza, 
with the house grossing better than 
$1,500 over normal Sunday biz. Hope 
may take his troupe to other de- 








luxers around town in the hope of | 


attaining a barometer of genera! 
audience appeal. Also he would in- 
sist that a percentage of the coin | 


taken in above normal trade be ear- 
marked for local charities. 


veteran Spanish | 


and | 


those | 


show | 





| London 
| 


John Argyle finally set to resume 
| productions for Associated British at 
| Welwyn. 
| John Payne, head of Bramlin’s 

film agency, one of the oldest in the 
biz, died after operation for hernia. 


Gow’s eatery, which has been es- 
tablished over 100 years, has been 
' taken over by the London Coliseum 
Syndicate. 

Chesney Allen (Flanagan and Al- 
| len) in hospital with nervous break- 
down, team having to cancel several 
weeks’ work. 

Robert Morley now reconsidering 
offer to play lead in Dr. A. J. Cron- 
in’s ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ which I. Gold- 
| smith is filming for Paramount Pic- 
tures. 

Carole Lynne, who made hit in 
‘Black Velvet,’ revue at the London 


Maurice (Bill) Ostrer 
Train,’ which he 
Cherles M. Woolf. 

‘Spring Meeting,’ which Associated 
British Picture Corp. is doing at Wel- 
dwyn, has Walter Mycroft, produc- 
tion manager of ABPC, as director, 
with Margaret Rutherford playing 
her original stage role. 

‘Diversion,’ new revue by Herbert 
Farjieon, music by Walter Leigh, 
made auspicious bow at Wyndham’s 
for matinee only. Show gives dra- 
matic star, Edith Evans,. first appear- 
ance in this form of entertainment. 


in ‘Ghost 








Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Alf Goulding visiting here. 

Aubrey Scotto returned to Holly- 
wood. 

Wee Georgie Wood set for Tivoli 
| loon in vaude and panto. 
With merger timed for January 


| 1, '41, stocks in Greater Union thea- | 


| tres and Hoyts are rising. 

Jack Lester, 
with the A. B. Marcus unit, is now 
stave-manager at Tivoli, Melbourne. 

Charles Munro’s scheme for the 
evacuation of children of members 
| of the British film industry is pro- 
ceeding apace. 

National and commercial radio 
stations have banned ‘The Organ 
Grinder Grinds All Day.’ Manage- 
ments say certain lines are ‘rather 
sucgestive.’ 

B.B.C., London, is now transmit- 
ting daily a special Pacific edition of 
Radio Newsreel to this center on a 
30 mins.’ span over national and 
commercial units. 

Levante, illusionist, has been 
playdated for a season in Melbourne 
by Williamson-Tait. Gogia Pasha, 
Indian magician, has been booked by 
Fullers for a local runaround. 

Twentieth-Fox will move to re- 
lease ‘Blue Bird’ in Sydney this 
Yuletide. Pic has been on the ice 
for’ an extended term, with exhibs 
still fighting shy of this Temple opus. 

Anticipated that a move will be 
made by indie interests to import 
penny pic machines from U. S. In- 
| side, however, has it that the gov- 
|! ernment will be approached by in- 
dustry leaders to nix any impor- 
tation bid. 

Hollywoodian, here on important 
nic biz. recently got in touch with 
U. S. studio officials per radiophone 
and was told to get back home a: 
quickly as possible following the 
new war tempo in the Pacific. Hol- 
lywoodian dropped all future plans 
and boated back to the U. S. 


St. Louis 


Sam X. Hurst 


By 
Harold Koplar, manager of the 
Chase Club, to become a benedict 
Larry Clinton orch and the Three 
Stooges skedded for one week at 
the Fox. starting Friday (29). 
For the third consecutive year 
Fanchon & Marco will produce the 
annual circus for the local police re- 


lief assn. 

Johnny Perkins has dropped 42 
Ibs. in 19 weeks, or since he opened 
his Playdium, across the M ssippl 


toting 240 lbs. 

Rudolph Ganz, former conductor 
of the St. Louis symph orch, will 
make a two-day personal at Webster 
College, St. Louis County, Dec. 2-3 

H. K. Minsky, manager of 
Grand, downtown burlesk house, ha: 
added wrestling every Thurs 
day night after the regular perform- 
ance. 

Robert Virovai, violinist, drew ca- 
pacity crowd to opera house in the 
Municipal Auditorium in_ recital 
| spon sored by the Civic Music League 
of St. Louis. 

Betty Pentland, localite and mem- 
ber of the St. Louis Little Theatre, 
has joined the Playhouse company 


Is now 


ihe 


bouts 


in rehearsal in Erie, Pa. 


Ted Straeter, maestro of New 
York’s Monte Carlo Club, ate 
Thanksgiving dinner with mother 


here two days ahead of sked. Paused 
here on plane trip to Hollywood. 

Percy Grainger, Australian com- 
poser and pianist, and his wife, are 
making their home in Springfield, 
Mo. Discovered town while on a 
journey last June and are passing 
up New York and Chicago because 
of the cold weather. 


bara, Cal., former director of the 
| Federal Symph orch there, on deck 


Hippodrome, given feature role by | 


formerly producer) 


'Amus. Co. executive, back on job 


is making for 


+ girl Alvin line and Bobbie Pegrim, | 


local 


for a role in ‘The Guardsman,’ now | 


,sents the number of seconds that a 


Antonio Van der Voort, Santa Bar- | 


for preem of his $1,000 prize-win- 
ning symphony played last week by 
local symph orch under baton of 


| Vladimir Golschmann., 


A $22,000 auto trailer left here by 


the late Tom Mix when he appeared | 


in the ‘St. Louis Cavalcade’ recently 
is in the temporary custody of Fire 
Chief Cornoyer. Mix’s sec, Eliza- 
beth Eason, wrote the Chief, ask- 


ing him to hold the trailer upon | 


further instructions, 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Hollywood 


| Onslow Stevens sued for divorce. 


‘ J. P. McEvoy back from Manhat- 
an. 


| Adolph Zukor 
Tucson, Ariz. 


Betty Grable got her final from 
Jackie Coogan. 


Nate Krevitz new publicity man 
for Victor Hugo’s. 


Richard Green handling radio for 
Nat Goldstone agency. 


Patterson McNutt 





vacationing in 


on the. mend 





Katharine Hepburn in ‘Phila-| 
delphia Story’ underlined for} 
Lyceum. | 

Theodore Hays, vet Minnesota 





after long illness. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ com- 
pany at Lyceum last week playing | 
On week-to-week basis.’ 

_ Taylor Holmes host at Thanksgiv- | 
ing dinner and party for ‘Man Who| 
Came to Dinner’ company here. 

Charlie Weiner, indie film dis- 
tributor, back from New York 
where he connected with additional | 
new product. 


With closing of house, entire 12- 


dance director, left here for Mexico 


City engageme for N. S. Barger, 
Chicago impresario. 
Carl Ravazza_ orchestra, with 


Pedro De Leon’s Pan-Americans and! 
Crawford and Caskey dance team, | 
into Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter-| 
race, replacing Will Osborne. 

Bob Friedl, son of Minnesota 
Amus. Co. president, John J. Friedl, 
starring at halfback for third succes- 
sive year at Pembroke Country Day 
School, Kansas City, Mo., having 
scored 15 of team’s 27 touchdowns 
during past undefeated season. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 














Pitt Players’ pre-Xmas show will 
be Maxwell Anderson’s ‘High Tor.’ 

Dennis King musical has been | 
booked into Nixon for week of Jan. | 
13 | 


Fran Eichler’s band pulls out Dec. 
10 for flock of southern college dance 
dates. 

Dale Harkness is back at Nut Club 
again keyboarding for the screwball 
brigade. 

Dave Parry in town for a couple 
of days from east for UA drum- 
beating. 

Mannie Greenwald is dressing up 
the Barry theatre with a brand new 
marquee. 

Shirley Heller, Jackie’s sister, has 
checked in at 7th Ave. Hotel Lounge | 
for a run. 

Leighton Noble looking for a 
femme vocalist and auditioning the | 
local crop. 

Larry Scrima, Joe Villella’s trum- 
pet player, a brother of Mike Scrima, 
Harry James’ drummer. 

Mary McLaughlin making Play- 
house debut in community theatre’s 
new show, ‘Here Today.’ 

G. M. Rose has opened his 
publicity office since leaving 
Walker-Downing agency. 

Herb Magidson back to New 
finish George White score 
ling father’s funeral. 

Nixon Cafe let Harris and Shore 
out of their contract so they could 
take Strand theatre (N. Y.) date. 

Mrs. Joe E. Brown due in town 
shortly to look over Variety Club’s 
new orphan, with an eye on adop- 
tion, 

Father 


own 
the 


York 
to atfer 


atten 


of Art and Mort 
exhibs and Bank 
tributors, died last week 
land 
‘Pal Joey’ 

burgher 
title role 
Kelly. 


England, | 
Night 
in Cleve- 


dis- 


will have one Pitts- 
in orch pit and another in 
Harry Levant and Gene 





NBC’s Coocher 


Continued from page ! 


professional barker, Flynn himself, 
the whirring of a whee] of chance, 
and the playing of a calliope. The 
set on the stage represented the en- 


trance of a side show, with the back- 


drop containing pictures of the fat 
woman and other freaks.. Assisting 


Flvnn was a girl clad in a hula skirt 
and referred to as ‘Little Egypt,’ 
whose progenitor was the sensation 
of Chicago’s 1893 World’s Fair. The 
studio's ‘Little Egypt’ held the bowl 
from which the capsuled questions 
were drawn. 

The wheel of chance in this in- 
stance runs numerically to 100 and 
the number at which it stops repre- 


ceatestant may have to answer a | 
question. The program also raises 
the ante on quizzes of the ‘Take It 


or Leave It’ and ‘Double or Nothing’ | 


calibre by allowing candidates a 
chance to triple their winnings. 

In the event the carnival quiz is 
sold to a commercial, the network 
will suggest that the show be routed 
around soldiers’ camps. Little Egypt 
is expected to please the drafiees. 


from minor operation. 
Mischa Auer opens a stage tour in 
Milwaukee Frida, (29). 
Dalton Trumbo finished 
tions on his valley hacienda. 
The George Waggners celebrated 
their 17th wedding anniversary. 
Frank Fay has an addition to his 
household—eight little sheepdogs. 
Norman Moray in town for studio 
huddles on Warners shorts releases. 


Edward Finney to Little Rock, 
Ark., to attend an exhibitors conven- 
tion. 


Alfred N. Sack in from Dallas to 


renova- 


| look over product for his Texas cir- 


cuit. 
Hally Sang just signed for a series 


of broadcasts called ‘Sat. Morning 
Party.’ 

Babe DeForest, screen cowgirl, 
divorced from Kendall Douglas 
Yorba. 

Chester Morris and Lillian Ken- 
ton Barker obtained a marriage 


| license, 


Spencer Tracy makes a meal of 
matzos at lunch time at M-G com- 
missary. 

Alfred A. Cohn back from Wash- 
ington where he conferred on na- 


| tional defense, 


John LeRoy Johnston on his fifth 
cross-country air trip in 14 weeks, a 
total of 45,000 miles. 


Mickey Rooney and Phil Silvers 
pal around together—called' the 
Cohen and Kelly of M-G. 

Charle A. Bond, Jr., v.p. of Biblical 
Photoplays, here from Washington 
and talking business with Ed 
Grigsby, of Cine-Color, Inc. 

George Givot and wife have made 


| property settlement and she is - 


plying for her divorce next wee 
Givot will sel] his ranch and con- 
tinue with engagements in middle- 
west. . 

Tex Feldman, the Texas oil mil- 
lionaire, has a hobby of making 
people who are his guests make 
records at his home, and the more 
sophisticated they are the better he 
likes it. He has over 1,000 and in- 
cludes many from Hollywood's select 
people. 





Reno 


by Leola McDonald 


Jimmy Walsh and orchestra at Fl 
Patio ballroom, which has been fea- 
turing traveling bands. 

D. W. Griffith and wife vacation- 
ing in Reno. Griffith addressed 
Reno Little Theatre group. 

‘Two on an Island,’ by Elmer Rice, 
will be next attraction to be pre- 
sented by Reno Little Theatre group 
Dec. 5. 

‘Values in the Rough,” story of 
the Nevada prospector, is title of 
new book by Rev. Brewster Adams 
of Reno. 

Merle Snider, program director of 


KOH, Nevada’s only broadcasting 
station, married to Glenda Talcott, 


local nurse, 


The Tavern, Reno night club, now 
headlining Rosita and Dino, dancers, 
and Patricia Murray, tapster. Tav- 
ern just reopened under manage- 
ment of Victor Vitek. formerly of 
Stateline Country Club at Lake 
Tahoe. 

Constance Bennett came on to 


New York following the granting of 
her divorce from Marquis Henry 
de la Falaise de la Coudraye. The 
$1,500 fur coat she gave away at her 
amateur show for British Relief was 
won by a farmer’s fe 

Rex Bell, husband of Clara Bow, 
who quit a career as film cowboy to 
become a real one on his ranch near 


W 


Las Vegas, lost in his first attempt 
to rope a political job in recent 
election. He wanted to be Clark 
County commissioner. He's a Re- 


publican. 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C, Pullen 


Austin Wylie reorganized band 
and doing comeback at Aragon. 

Dave Lowey and Sammy Brin col- 
labing on new Hawaiian nitery. 

Merle Jacobs taking over personal 
business management of Eddie Le 
Baron’s crew. 

Marilyn Maynard-Grant Wilson 
| team breaking up: gal singer's off to 
Mirmi to retoin her husband. 

Paul Pendarvis. Pronze Room’s 
| maestro, got Thanksgiving Day 
| present—a baby boy presented by 
his wife. 

Louella 


O. Parsons and Sabu, 
Hindu film actor, suects of Bert 
Stearns at Variety Club's Saturday 
night (23) shindig. 
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OBITUARIES 


ADRIENNE MORRISON ALFRED WEISS 
Adrienne Morrison, 57, former Alfred Weiss, 67, pioneer New 
wife of Richard Bennett and mother | York exhibitor and one of the found- 
of Constance, Joan and Barbara jers of the original Goldwyn Pic- 


rr 





| native city, rites being conducted 
| from home of his mother, Mrs. H. T. 
| Hudson. 

| Hudson toured with Al Jolson in 
| ‘Sinbad, the Sailor’ and ‘Irene.’ 











| L. D. YATES linda,” ‘Separate Rooms,’ ‘Tobacco 
et Road,’ ‘Kind Lady,’ ‘Beverly Hills,’ 
L. D. Yates, 29, advertising man- | - : 
aget, WKFC, Hot Springs, Ark., sui- | 242d ‘Man Who Came to Dinner. 
|cided Nov. 19 by shooting. Note; Business done by the 11 legits 
|found in his coat stated he was suf- Sunday night (24) was not especially 





Bennett, died of a heart attack Nov. 
20 at her home in New York. The 
one-time actress and partner in the 
literary agency firm of Pritchett & 
Morrison had been under doctor’s 
care for some time because of high 
blood pressure. 

Her three daughters flew from 
Hollywood to attend services, held 
in Old Lyme, Conn., Saturday (23). 
Accompanying them 
husband, Walter Wanger, and the 
former Lady Ashley, widow of Dou- 

las Fairbanks. Morton Downey, 

usband of Barbara Bennett, was also 
present, among many others promi- 
nent in show biz. ichard Bennett 
could not attend, being ill in Holly- 
wood. : 

The daughter of Lewis Morrison 
and Rose Wood, Miss Morrison was 
the seventh generation of her fam- 
ily to assume a stage career. Mak- 
ing her debut at the age of six 
months as a babe in her mother’s 
arms in ‘The Cricket and _ the 
Hearth,’ she completed her school- 
ing and returned to the theatre at 
13 as Juliet. Miss Morrison subse- 
quently appeared in ‘The Squaw 
Man,’ ‘The Servant in the House’ 
and in 1926 was seen as the queen 
in Basil Sydney’s modern-dress ver- 
sion of ‘Hamlet.’ Thereafter she de- 
voted more time to her literary 
work and did not take a part again 
until last May, when she appeared 


at the Hudson theatre, N. Y., in ‘Grey | 


Farm,’ her last play. 

In 1925 she divorced Richard 
Bennett, whom she had married in 
1903, and two years later wed the 
literary agent and her former part- 
ner, Eric S. Pinker. The firm of 
Pinker & Morrison was dissolved in 
1939 after Pinker pleaded guilty to 


first degree larceny on June 7 of | 
that year in the theft of $20,637 in 


royalties from novelist E. Phillips 
Oppenheim, one of his clients. He’s 
at present serving two and a half to 
five years in prison. Pinker ab- 
solved his wife of any complicity. 





HARRY LUD HAMILTON 


Harry Lud Hamilton, 65, in vari- 
ous branches of show business for 
the past 43 years, ended his life by 
drowning in a Cincinnati reservoir 
Nov. 18. His effects included four 
pennies, a suicide note and insurance 
policies addressed to Mrs. Edith 
Beery Jones, Maysville, Ky. 

In the late ’90’s Hamilton man- 
aged the Washington Opera House 
in his native Maysville. He took 
to the road as manager of the Bron- 


were Joan's | 


son Stock Company and later be-| 


came business manager for fighting 
Bob Fitzsimmons. He also did ad- 
vance and business agenting for 
Howard Thurston and Harry Black- 
stone, magicians, managed theatres 
in Canton, Newark and Portsmouth, 
O., that played Gus Sun vaude and 
tab shows, and teamed in vaude with 
Nancy Boyer. His last job was as 


| tures Corp., died Nov. 20 at his home 
jin New York. In the early days of 
the industry he operated several 
| houses in Gotham's Yorkville sec- 
tion. 

Weiss was president of the Con- 
solidated Theatre Supply Corp. and 
the Film Circulation Corp. at the 
| time of his death. At one time he 
served as president and general 
manager of Artclass Pictures Corp. 

Leaves widow, Helene; two daugh- 
ters and two grandchildren. 





FRANK (RAGS) MURPHY 


burlesque comedian on the old Co- 
lumbia and Mutual wheels, died 
| Thursday (21) at the J. N. Adam 
| Memorial hospital, Perrysburg, N.Y. 
Born in Chicago, Murphy bec-me 
| an acrobatic dancer, working the old 
| Western burlesque wheel and later 
| became featured comic for many 
seasons with Tom Sullivan’s Monte 
Carlo Girls. He retired about 10 
| years ago, opening a booking agency 
in Buffalo, 








IDALENE COTTON 


Idalene Cotton, who for years was 

part of the vaude and musical com- 
|edy team of Long and Cotton, died 
| saadenty of a heart attack in New 
| York Monday (25). She was in her 
60s. 

Miss Cotton’s partner was Nick 
Long, Sr., her husband, and father of 
| their son, Nick Long, Jr., musical 

comedy dancer. Long, Sr., died some 
years ago. A daughter, Mrs. Gladys 
| Davis, non-pro, also survives. 

Services held today (Wednesday) 

in New York. 








WALTER WILLIAMS 

| Walter Williams, 53, former Lon- 
;don musical comedy star, was killed 
|during a daylight air raid in London 
| Oct. 29. 

| Williams appeared for years in re- 
vues and vaudeville and popularized 
the chorus song ‘K-K-Katie’ in 1917. 
| He was also in many musical comedy 
Of later years he had 


| successes. 
| Brighton, for Jack Buchanan, and at 
ithe time of his death was assistant 
manager for Queen’s Cinema, Bays- 
water, 


FRANK WORKMAN 
Frank (Huck) Workman, 64, for- 


} 
| 


mer technical and construction su- 


pervisor for D. W. Griffith’s films, 
died Nov. 19 in Hollywood after be- 
ing struck by an automobile. De- 


ceased designed and built the sets | 


for ‘Intolerance,’ ‘Birth of a Nation,’ 


| ‘Orphans of the Storm,’ ‘Way Down 


checker for WB picts in the Cincy | 


territory. 


East’ and other Griffith productions. 
He shifted from films to real estate 
in 1925. Surviving are his widow 
and son. 


—-—__. 


JEAN MARKS 


Jean Marks, 61, Indianapolis thea- | 


Frank (Rags) Murphy, 54 former | 


managed the new Imperial theatre, | 


| fering from an incurable brain dis- | strong but reported that balconies in 
| ease, directed disposal of his posses- | most cases were well filled, and by 
sions, and requested burial in ‘a plain | a film type of audience. Opinion in 


j 


| 


| 


| 





|a member of the American Society 





j 
| 
| 


pine box.’ 
His widow, parents and a brother 
reside in Fort Scott, Kans. 





JOHN OSCAR KING 
John Oscar King, pioneer Cali- 
fornia exhibitor in the nickelodeon 
days, and owner of three silent-film 





houses in Los Angeles until his re- | 
tirement 20 years 
Syracuse Friday (22). 

Body shipped to Los Angeles for 
burial. 





CARLOS RIVAS LARRAURI 

Carlos Rivas Larrauri, 44, poet, 
song and revue writer, whose works 
were featured on radio, died Nov. 16 
in Mexico City. Burial in Mexico! 
City. 

Station XEQ presented a memorial 
program in his honor. 





HEINZ REICHERT 
Heinz Reichert, 62, playwright, 
songwriter, died Nov. 16 in Helly- 
wood. A German refugee, he arrived 
in California two years ago. He was 


of Composers, 
lishers. 
His widow survives. 


Authors and Pub- 





BILLY JONES 


Billy Jones, 51, of radio’s pioneer- 
ing comedy team of Jones and Hare, 
died of a heart attack while walking 
on Broadway Nov. 23. 





; the film field is that a lot of people 
| who come into town for weekends or 


just Sunday from Westchester, Long 
Island, Connecticut, etc., may favor 
the legits Sunday nights and would 
rather spend $1 for a reserved seat 
at one of the shows than at a picture 
house. 


Not many people were drawn to 


ago, died in)|N. Y. over the past weekend, how- 


ever, with the gloomy weather prob- 
ably a deterrant. It is believed also 
in some quarters that the Sunday 
night legits might have a tendency 
to bring more of the natives to the 
downtown area and into the film 
emporiums when they find difficulty 
getting seats for shows they want to 
see, 


Comparison of gross figures for 
Sunday (24) with the prior Sunday 
would indicate that the take was 
down a little generally but factors 
that must be taken into account, in 
considering whether the teeoff legits 
hurt or not, include a change in 
weather, holdovers on various shows, 
and difference in the draught of pic- 
tures that were on display Sunday 
(17) and the past Sunday. 

Matinee business Sunday (24) was 
strong, but the night take in some 
instances was 50% less. The Par 
got $1,000 more on the mat than in 
the evening; Riv did a little better at 
night; Strand was close to $2,000 bet- 
ter on the mat; Capitol’s afternoon 
business doubled that at night; Roxy 


Further details in the radio sec- on ahead on the mat also but by 


tion, | — 


JOHN H. KEENAN 


John H. Keenan, 47, concessions | 
constructor and operator at numer- | 
ous southern fairs, died recently in | 
Oklahoma City. 

Two sisters and two brothers sur- | 
vive. 


PRINCE RAJAH 
Prince Rajah, 54, native of Bom-| 





| P.m., 


han $2,000; Hall's afternoon take 
very strong, while after sun- 
the drop was around 50%; 


was 
down 


State was about $1,000 stronger dur- | 


ing daylight than after 6 p.m. 

While this would indicate an in- 
road into night business Sunday (24), 
similar experiences in a drop after 6 
as compared with the matinee, 
have been encountered in the past 
and until Sunday legits have prog- 
ressed further, no positive conclu- 
sions can be drawn. 


bay, India, and magician on Dixie | While the initial group of 10 
vaude circuits for years, died re- teed off on Sunday €vening shows, 
cently of heart attack in Meridan. others may attempt matinees instead, 
| Miss, 


} 





Charles Fullen, 30, Ronceverte, W. 
Va., died Nov. 17 in a Spartanburg, | 
S. C., hospital from injuries received 
when caught in a riding device while 
working at Spartanburg fairgrounds 
last Oct. 9 as employee of Dodson 
World Fair Shows. 





Ray A. Moore, 34, bass fiddle play- 
er with leading Cincinnati dance, 
theatre and radio orchs in recent 
years, died Nov. 17 in Good Samari- 


| tan hospital, that city, following a 
| brief 
| ment. 
| 


illness from a_ stomach ail- 
Survived by mother. 


George (Abe) Martin, 60, carnival 


|cerned with Sunday night legits than | 
|if the shows were given during the 


the first bunch also possibly switch- 


|ing, but there is no intention to give 


two performances on any Sunday. 
Mondays in most cases will 
off-day, though Tuesday 
been selected by some. 


has also 


——__ 


Bway Films’ Sun. Tricks 


Continued from page 1 





houses, except that the lower-rateq 
seats for the legits down to 55c are 
in competition with the better loca. 
tions in the larger film theatres 
which get from 99c to a top of $1.65 
(latter Music Hall) for loges. So far 
as roadshow pictures are concerned, 
there being two at present on Broad. 
way, they are in closer competition 
on price and may feel the Sunday 
pinch more heavily. On Mondays 
and Tuesday nights when there are 
no legits under the plan, that should 
act as a slight offset. 





Brit. Benefit Coin 


Continued from page 3 


nounced $14,260 for the 
top. Among those 
were Sheila Barrett, 
shall, Kitty Carlisle, Eddie Davis 
Muriel Angelus, Grace McDonald. 
Ralph Forbes, Ella Shields, Tom Ter. 
riss, Dolly Haas, Aileen Stanley, John 
Dudley, Hiram Sherman. 

Show was originally skedded for 
the Eaton, 1,296-seater, but advance. 
sale overflow necessitated taking 
over of Shea's Victoria, this 1,904. 
seater being donated rent-free by 
Famous Players (Canadian), Fore 
mer was also donated by the Eaton. 
In heart-warming performances at 
both houses, stars played first and 
second halves alternately, with each 
audience getting the complete show, 
but in reverse. Conductor alternat- 
ing with Joe de Courcy was Ferde 
Grofe, whose ‘On the Trail,’ from his 
‘Grand Canyon’ suite got an ovation 
at both theatres. Davis and Sher- 
man switched halves as mcs. 

All donated their services except 
for the musicians’ and stagehands’ 
pay-off of over $2,000. Tagged ‘Night 
of Stars,’ show was aranged and 
staged by Eric Greenwood, former 
assistant to George Keppie of the 
Empire here, and Radie Harris act- 
ing for the British War Relief Society 
of New York. 

Considerable local resentment be- 
cause Norma Shearer. holidaying in 
New York, refused to come to Tor- 
onto on plea that she was tired: that 








night at $4 
participating 
Everett Mar. 


|if she did it for one, she’d have to do 


it for all. She was born in Montreal. 





MARRIAGES 





| 
| 


be the | 19, 


Hazel Rodine to David Innes, in 
Regina, Sask., Nov. 16. Bride {is with 
CJRM, Regina. 

Peggy Kent to Don Wilson, Nov. 
in Van Nuys, Cal. Bride is 
daughter of Sidney R. Kent, 20th- 


| Fox prexy; he’s the radio announcer. 
Lucille Cage, WSIX, Nashville, 
staff member to Edwin G. Mullinax, 
| program director of WHMA, Annis- 
afternoon, since very often the film i ogy dh geet dh ng 
theatres taper off after 8:30 or SO on | as “eal I vi igh KDYL. Salt Lake 
Sunday evenings. With the legits City to Wally Sandack "KSL (Salt 
now not going on until that time or Lake City) announcer — 
a little later, patrons may still see al Kay Griffith to Broderick Craw- 
film show and make the legit, as | ford in Van Nuys, Cal., Nov. 21. 
occurs on other days of the week. | Both are screen players 
Matinee business is almost always | lane aren McCormick to Rich- 


Matinees Would Be Tougher 
The picture theatres are less con- 


Body 


was shipped to Maysville | tre operator, died Nov. 18 in Indian- | 


very heavy for the film emporiums 


where services were held Nov. 20. 





GEORGE WILLIAMS 


|apolis of a heart ailment. He had 


| been ill several years. 
Marks was associated with Charles 


George Williams, 49, prominent | M. Olsen, operator of the Lyric thea- 


band leader in the midwest during | tre, Indianapolis, for 20 years. 


the ’20’s, died Nov. 19 at his home in 


Sharon, Pa. 


In recent years he had 


They 
|had been co-owners of the Apollo 
theatre building, and also partners 


| Mother, 


Mirth Shows, Richmond, Va. 





65, of Lila Lee, silent | 


worker, died of injuries sustained | which hav _ jard Halstead Best in Wauwatosa, 
, ; Ss sus ‘ 1 have draughty shows. Very | a igs = a al 
Rac has — lions clawed and bit | often the mat biz is 25 to 50% larger | jen glle alge = a 
im t roug the bars of their cage at than the night take. No appre- . re oO acu pee . . j 
winter quarters of the World of LaVita Anderson to Eddie Wade, 


ciable kid dent is anticipated by 
the invasion of Sundays by the legits | 
but there is always the angle that 
the folks who want to see one of 


in Wichita, Kan., Nov. 30. Bride is 
singer on station KFBI, Wichita; he’s 
a musician with same station. 


retired from music business, oper- 


screen star, who is currently playing | 


the current stage plays or musicals 





ating a cafe, and was in ill health 


for the last year. 
Williams was first 
Goldkette’s Detroit 


sax in 


it. Moving to Cleveland, he organ 


ized his own dance band there in 
1924 and for a number of years was 
a standby at such Cleveland spots as 
the Music Box, New China and Hotel 


Winton’s Rainbow Room. One of hi 


musicians was Sammy Kaye. During | 


the World War Williams led an 80 
piece band which 
A.E.F. in France, 

Survived by widow and a daugh 
ter. 





GEORGE SLATER, JR. 


George Slater, Jr., 79, who for some 
years served as president of Troy, | 


N. Y., musicians’ union, and who had 


played with bands for more than a 
was stricken on a 
downtown street Nov. 22 and upon 


half century, 


arrival at Troy hospital in a police 
car, was pronounced dead. Coroner 
said after an autopsy that acute 
heart disease was the cause. 

Slater had been in poor health. 
In his youth, before becoming a mu- 
sician, he held two track and field 
records. 

A son, two brothers, and two 
sisters are among immediate sur- 
vivors. 


Jean 
orchestra when 
Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey were in 


entertained the | time?’ 


in Olsen Enterprises which operates 
five neighborhood houses. 
'survived by widow. 


in a revival of ‘Blind Alley’ at the 
Marks is | Windsor theatre, N. Y., died of a 
| heart attack Nov. 23, in their New 
York apartment. 


FRANK LEO 
Frank Leo, 66, writer of 1,400 comic 
- | songs for the past variety generation. 





Maude Humphrey Bogart, 75, i)- 
lustrator, and mother of Humphrey 
died at his home at Twickenham. Bogart, screen actor, died Nov. 22 in 
England, Oct. 30. He was one of the | Hollywood. Surviving, in addition 
|}most successful of al] contemporary | to her son, are a sister and a daugh- 
songwriters, and regularly supplied | ter, 

S;such stars as Wilkie Bard, Sam 
Mayo, etc., with material. 
‘Where Do 





: : . 
-| Flies Go in the Winter- | Robert H. Burnside, theatrica] pro- 
was one of his latest and best | ducer and director, died Nov. 23 at 
known numbers. her home in Ridgewood, N. J. Her 


husband survives, 


| 





EDWARD SHALE 
Edward Shale, 80, London theatri- 
cal manager, died after 





t _ Joseph B. Hay, 61, director of Pub- 
being | licity for the Canadian National Ex- 


Arundel, Sussex, Oct. 26. 

For 20 years Shale was stage man- 
| ager in the West End, for 14 of which 
|he was associated with Frank Cur- Mollie B. Shafer, 68, former film 


|zon. In his earlier days he was with actress and later wardrobe mistress, 
Sir Henry Irving, 


him on two of his American tours. 
Survived by daughter, Dorothy. 


Saturday (23) when he collapsed on 
| the street after leaving his office. 








wood. Surviving are two daughters. 








Joseph J. Dickman, 31, radio 
| Singer and member of Buffalo Light 
|; Opera Co., died Nov. 17 in Buf- 
falo. 


HILLARY T. HUDSON 
Hillary T. Hudson, 48, A.E.F. ser- 
geant-major, Actors Guild member 
and on the stage in minor roles for 
several years, died suddently Nov. William D. Philpott, 79, father of 
|16 in New York following heart at-| Madge Bellamy, silent-screen actress, 
tack. Funeral at Shelby, N. C., his | died Nov. 19, in Hollywood. 








on Sunday evening will knock out 
kid admissions because the kids will 


| be left at home or to do something 





4 | | Most of the 1 
and accompanied at 20th-Fox, died Nov. 19 in Holly- | . we 





| 


else themselves. 
tained for children under 16, how- 
ever, by virtually all of the picture 
houses and they may not lose that 
part of the kid trade because of the 
parental angle. 

Picture theatres are not permitted 
to open until noon on Sunday but 


| Sometimes the business has 
Kathryne H. Burnside, 59, wife of | : songgthay 


heavy on that day that it has ex- 
ceeded the Saturday take despite 
shorter turnover. This is very often 
due to less opposition on Sundays 
from other sources than on the day 
ahead, when at various times of the 
year there are football games, base- 


ball, i 
| knocked down by a motorcycle near hibition for 15 years, died in Taessite | racing, golf, beaches and other 


things to consider, 

Film houses have the same scales 
for Saturdays and Sundays, excepi 
that in opening at 12 noon on the 
latter, the teeoff prices are higher. 
downtown thea- 
tres hang out an opening price 
which remains only until 1 o'clock, 
after which the regular weekend 
matinee figures are in force, 

It is impossible to estimate in ad- 
vance of studying the situation until 
all legits have gotten into Sunday 
performances out doubted that the 
interference will mean more than 5 
to 10% in loss. The price of the legits 
of course, are higher than the picture 





| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 





-” | ingway, 
Matrons are main- | |) & V8 


Betty Ann Paynter, freelance ac- 
tress, to James Coy, program direc- 
tor of KCMO, Kansas City. 

Martha Gellhorn to Ernest Hem- 
in Cheyenne, Wyo. last 
week. Both are writers. 

Alma Wilby, daughter of Robert 


| Wilby, Wilby-Kincey theatres chain 


prexy, married in Atlanta, Ga., to 
J. T. Reid, Kansas City, Mo. 

Dorothy Krog to Richard Lape, in 
Buffalo, Nov. 21. He’s WEBR (Buf- 


falo) actor. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bret Black, son, in 
Los Angeles, Nov. 20. Father is still 
photographer at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ermatinger. 
daughter, Nov. 17 in Los Angeles 
Father is manager of the Biltmore 
theatre, L. A. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Stewart, son 
in Salt Lake City. Father is chie/ 
announcer for KSL, Salt Lake City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Z. Wayne Griffin 
daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 22 
Father is a radio director and pro- 
ducer, . 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Nolan, son, ir 
Hollywood, Nov. 22. Father is scree? 
player; mother is Mel Elfrid, for: 
merly of New York stage. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baldwin 
daughter, Nov. 25, in Hollywood 
He’s film actor; mother the forme! 
Cecelia Parker, screen actress. 


~e 
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| WHAT THEY THINK 


for N. Y. N. J. and Conn. Inc, 

through the cooperation of Major J. 
Editor, VARIETY: , |C. Donoghue, is sponsoring this pa- 

| notice with great interest that | triotic service as a part of their pro- 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ is to be |gram during the National Unity 
recorded by Miss Fontanne, Mr. | Week, Nov. 21 through Nov. 29. The 
Lunt and company. Distribution of | theatrical world has never failed in 
the records, the article implied, will | times of national] need and it is 
be limited to the blind. | Think how | hopec they wil] respond generously 
the recordings of this poignant | as in the past. An urgent call is 
drama would enrich school and com- made to you for volunteer talent to 
mun:ty theatre libraries. Sale price appear for the first performance at 
could be nominal as are the Orson | Fort Dix, Wrightstown, N. J., Wed- 
Welles versions of ‘Macbeth’ and | nesday evening, Nov. 27, between 
‘Julius Caesar.’ Such records, besides | 6:30 and 8:30 p. m. ° 
having a tremendous research value,| Thanking you for your kind con- 
can easily stir up a new audience, sideration, I am, 
one from the hinterland. Sincerely yours, 

Why not supplement the meager Smaller Business Ass’n, 
list of complete play recordings with Per Henry Modell, Pres. 
some outstanding opera of Maxwell 
Anderson, William Saroyan, more 
of Sherwood and Shakespeare, Pu- 
litzer Prize and _ Critics Circle 
Award winners. If records have a 
small market perhaps one or two 
sets can be made and through a gen- 
eral office loaned to school and in- 
terested groups for hearings. 

Valerie Leigh Hunt. 
Ft. Dix Shows 
New York. 





Favors Waxed Plays 
New York. 


Betty Field’s Plans 
New York. 


| Editor, VARIETY: 


| A story concerning me in last 
| week’s VARIETY contains several in- 
| correct statements and I would ap- 
preciate it if you would rectify them. 
|i do not plan -to confine myself 
| exclusively to the theatre in the 
|future, but hope to continue on 
| Broadway during the regular theatre 
| seasons and to work in Hollywood 
|during the swmmer. My contract 
spirits and morale of the drafted | with Paramount is for five years 
boys, when inducted in the service | and I trust the studio will renew my 
a few days hence, at Fort Dix, | option when the proper time comes. 
should be maintained . | I naturally hope and expect that 
mer Rice’s ‘Flight to the West,’ in 


Editor, VARIETY: 
It is most important that the 


This could be made possible by El 
having some entertainment arranged | which I am currently rehearsing, 
from time to time for the boys’ re- | will be a success. But in case it is 


laxation. |not, my subsequent plans are in- 
The Smaller Business Association | definite. Betty Field. 


Band 


Continued 





Routes 


from page 42 











Knight, Bob, Cafe Pierre, NYC. Siry, Larry, Ambassador H., NYC. 


Kogen, Harry, NHC, Chicago. Sissle, Noble, Diamond Horseshoe, NYC. 

Krupa, Gene, MCA, NYC, Smith, Stuff, Kelly’s Stables, NYC. 

Kyser, Kay, MCA, NYC, |} Sousa, John Philip, 111, c/o Wm, Morris, 
NYC 


L 


Le Baron, Eddie, Rainbow Room, NYC. 


Spitalny, Phil, Variety, NYC. 
Spivak, Churles, Glen Island Casino, New 
| Rochelle, N. Y 

















| 


Bob Opitz 


an Harlan, College inn, Katsas Stabile, Dick, MCA, NYC. 
cei a ; Stearney, George, MCA, NYC. 
pple, ae ' me sg . | Steck, Gus, Brook Club, Summit, N. J. 
Liteie, Little Jack, CRA, NYC a Stevens, Bert. Hotel Gov. Clinton, NYC. 
; : 2 . ee . . ‘ Stoeffler, Wally, F.B., NYC, 
at nem Jerry, Chanticleer, Millburn, | Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC. 
ai a nee Strand, Manny, Karl Carrol’s, H’ wood. 
ee See gy c. | Strong, Benny, Park Plaza H., St. Louis. | 
- &. v — oe an K ot, , Sullivan, Joe, Famous Door, NYC, 
b 7 - y. rcent, New enmore H., Al- | Swanson, Billy, c/o CRA, NYC, 
‘Lorch, Carl, F.B., NYC | Sylvio, Don, Bill Bertolotti's, NYC. 
Lucas, Clyde, MCA, NYC. T 
Lunceford, Jimmy, H. Oxley, 17 W. 49th 
St.. NYC . ° 
‘ , . — Taylo Sandy, Lant ferry-Go-Round, 
Lyman, Abe, New Yorker H., NYC, Pe iP gee ys antz's Merry-Go-Roun¢ 
M Teagarden, Jack, MCA, NYC. 
Theis, Henry, c/o GAC, NYC. 
Madriguera, Enric, Statler H., Detroit. Thompson, Lang. MCA, NYC. 
Malneck, Matty, Victor Hugo's, H’ wood. _ Thornhill Claude, Alex Holden, MCA, 
Mariani, Hugy, El Chico, NYC. NYC, ” t : _ 
Marsala, Joe, MCA, NYC. | Tomlin, Pinky, W m. Morris. NYC. 
Martin, Freddie, St. Francis H., San F. Travers, Vine ent. W m .Morris, NYC, 
Martin, Lou, Leon & Kddie’s, NYC. Tucker, Orrin, MCA, NYC, 
Masters, Frankie, Taft H., NYC. ‘Tucker, Tommy, MCA, NYC. 
McCoy, Clyde, MCA, NYC. Turner, Al., Bachelor's Club, Pitts, 
McCune, Biil, Benj. Franklin H., Phila. Vv 
McGee, Johnny, St. George H., Bklyn, 
ee > : Sait 
McGrane, Don, Diamond Horseshoe, NYC Venuti, Joe, GAC, NYC, sida 
McFarland Twins, MCA, NYC. | Varzos, Eddie, St. Moritz H., NYC 
McIntire, Lani, GAC, NYC, | W 
Meakin, Jack, Stan Zucker, 601 Madison | 
at ahd ‘5 hnny. MCA. NYC Wald, Jerry, Child's 59th St., NYC, 
. z nd ae . . ‘ Warnow Mark, CBS, NYC 
Mil! te > oe ’ . ; ‘ rm 
> nl are ot a wie | Watkins, Sammy. Hollendon H., Cleve. 
a nn caa —T » Club aie our, oint | Weber, Henry WGN, Chicago. 
Molina, Carlos, Colony Club, St. Louis. =o pay oo fa : ate 
Monroe, Vaughn, Brunswick H., Boston, ne ee ff Reece hay 4 — a Ot 
Morgan. Russ MCA NYC Weems, Ted., Beverly Hills cS <&. Cae 
“ —— se . Welk, Lawrence, F.B., NYC. 
N Wilde Ran. Colony Club, Tulsa, Okla, 
Williams, Griff, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Strand T.. NYC. Wilson, Eddie, French Casino, L. A. 
Noble, Leighton, MCA, NYC Wilson, Teddy, Cafe Society, N 


Noble, Ray, Palmer House H., Chi Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, NYC. 


Norris, Bob, Pabst, World's Fair, NYC. 











0 Zurke, Bob, Wm. Morris, NYC 
. Z P Z tub State : =a 
Olman, Val, Belmont Plaza H., NYC, werling, Ruby, Sta T ¥c 
Olsen, Geo., Rice Hotel, Houston 
Osborne, Will, Wm, Morris, NYC. 
act rors Harry, Royal Hawaiian Hotel 
Oneluiu. . 
“ Jukeboxes 
Panchito, Versailles, R.. NYC. Continued from page 3 
Pancho, Copacabana, NYC, re 43 : 
Panico, Louie, Faust H Rockford. I Tune, Inc , Orgal ized for the purpose 
Parke Bobby, MCA, NYC, It runs the exchange and gets 1%4c 
astor ‘ony, Lincoln Hotel, NYC. : : . 4 
Paul, Eddie, F.B., NYC _— ‘ out of each nickel taken in by the 
to gun Paul, Wm. Morris, NYC machines it services. All the equip- 
ett y le. Savoy Pla: . ‘ ‘ 
Polla mile, Savoy Plaza H., NY¢ ment connected with Play-A-Tune is 
ollack Ren rrocadero. Hendersor Ky : 
weerel Teddy, Milt Pickman, Astor H Seeburg. Its only Manhattan com- 
- C. } E T + ot . 
tich : A] Autom: 
Prima, Louis, MCA, NYC, petish is from AMI (Au matic 
Prager, Col., F.B., NYC. Musical Instruments), which has 
R opened one Times Square exchange 


after running for about four months 
| in Brooklyn. 
Jukebox operators associated with 


Raeburn, Royd, Wm. Morris, NYC. 
Ramos, Ramon, Drake ., Chicago. 
Ravazza. Carl, Nicoilet H.. Minn, 


| $60 a week for a machine: Juker gets 


from a list above and give it to her. 


(Play-A-Tune has only about 100 re- 
cordings now, but is increasing that 
to several thousand). There’s no ob- 
jection to a chunk of repartee be- 
tween the guy with the jit and the 
operator before she puts the platter 
on her turntable at the central office. 
Smart cracks are answered in kind, 
with the plug pulled out if the boys 
get smutty. Little trouble that way 
so far. 
Divvy 

Machines are connected with the 
exchange by regular leased Bell 
Telephone lines, which rent for $23 
a month per mile. Exchanges are 
set up in various vicinities to pre- 
vent lines longer than a mile, Divvy 
between the owner of the location 
where the box is placed and the 
owner of the jukebox is on a 50-50 
basis after the first $10 each week 
goes to the jukeman. Location 
owner also is nicked for the line 
charge, but is said to come out bet- 
ter in the end than the machine op- 
erator. 

For instance, assuming a take of 


the initial $10 plus half of the re- 
maining $50, or a total of $35. Out 
of that he must pay $21 to Play-A- 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 








Brown—Columbia 

The Columbia Lions are tremen- 
| dous opportunists and should close 
|their campaign with a spectacular 
| victory. 

Texas—Texas A. & M. 

The Texas Longhorns may cause 
!some trouble, but the Aggies should 
|pound their way to a triumph and 
'an undefeated season. 

Boston College—Holy Cross 
This is always a dogfight with 
'tempers flaring. Holy Cross is the 
|underdog, but BC should not be 
| stopped as it’s on the way to a prob- 
| able Sugar Bow] bid. 

Duke—Pittsburgh 

Pitt has shown surprising strength, 
but Duke’s power on the ground and 
in the air is versatile enough to win 
as it pleases. 

Duquesne—Carnegie Tech 

Tech is a weak sister and happy 


| Oregon State—Oregon 
| A traditional rivalry with the 
|form charts showing Oregon State 
a tremendous favorite. State should 
win. 
Rice—Baylor 
| Baylor is not a scoring outfit while 


| Rice can rise to the occasion. Rice 
}on the long end. 

Santa Clara—Oklahoma 
| Oklahoma just breezed in over 


| Temple, but the going will be tough- 
| er against Clara playing on the Pa- 
|cific Coast. The Broncos of Santa 
/Clara get the edge. 
| USC—UCLA 

USC is too potent to be stopped 
by the Uclans. 

SMU—Texas Christian 
This is all Southern Methodist. 
Army—Navy 

Tradition means a great deal here, 

but the Navy’s material will mean 








Tune ($60 represents 1,200 plays on 


which he is paying 1%4c each), leav- | 
Location owner gets | 
$25 out of the $60 and pays an aver- | 


ing him $14. 


age of $5 a week for the line, leaving 
him $20. 

Take of $60 is much higher than 
average, $25 being more like it in 
ordinary locations and $40 in good 
spots. So far, the .machines have 
been doing about double the business 
of the old-fashioned type. 

Line-rental has a joker in the $23 
per mile charge. Phone company 
maintains that it obviously can’t run 
the wires as the crow flies and 
plenty of detours are necessary. 

xample is in Sam Shapiro’s Roxy 
Grill, almost directly across West 
46th street from headquarters in the 
Bond Building, on Broadway and 
46th. Hundred-vard lash sets 
Shapiro back $16 a month. 








Times Square office of Play-A- 
Tune has three switchboards con- 
nected with 25 machines, which 


leaves it five open holes. It employs 
eight gals, who work in shifts, only 
one being needed at the 8:30 a.m. | 
opening time, but three when the 
bars hit their 11:30 p.m. stride. Get- 
ting the right mentally trigger-quick 
femmes is a weeding-out process | 
through which manager Charles | 
Bernoff is now passing. Gals are| 
handed such monikers as 
(she’s Esther to her ma). 
(that’s Riva at home) 
(she’s Rose to her b.f.). 


Trixie | 
Topsy | 
and Mitzi 





Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 





Gourmet Club | Sorellil 
E Robinson Ore Sammy Watkins Or 
Burns 2 & Evelyn | Hotel Statler 
Bill Lockman Jose Morand Ore 
Ellen Dargo 


| Josephine DelMar 

| Catalina Rolon 

| Jack & Eddie's 

| Rubertino, Roberts 

| Babe Sherman 

| Arlene Rice Ore 
la Conga Club 

| Ramon Arias Ore 
Lindsay's Bar 


Hotel Allerton 
Karen Torey 
Louis Cina 
Jack Miko 


Hotel 


Versatilians 


Carter 


Hotel Cleveland (| Roy Raysor 
| Paul Pendarvis Ore | Judy Preston 
| Hotel Fenway Hall | Pear! DeLucca 
|Gene Erwin Ore Mound’s Club 
Hotel Sterling \id Prussin Ore 
| Jimmy Van Osdell Kegal Club 
/ Quinteros Ducky Malvin Ore 


| Lester Chafetz 


Thirty-Seven Club 


Hotel Hollenden Nadia 
| Bob Hall Billy Carr 
| Gloria Day Frances Paul 
Staples & Corney Sonny Carroll 
Marian Arden Rhythm Debs 


nro! Don, Greenwich Village Casin: Play-A-Tune each own one, two, | 

ney: Alvino, Rustic Cabin, Fort Lee. x.J.| three or more machines, for which | 

Rene Nicki, Le Coq Rouge. NYC they pay $400 each. With 10 ma- 
eichman, Joe, Essex House, NYC, ; 


|chines the central exchan.e equip- 
ment is tossed in. The sum spent to 
purchase the boxes has no connec- 
tion with the subscriptions to Play- 
A-Tune, Inc. However, Only stock- 
| holders’ devices will be serviced, as 


Reisman, Leo, Wm. Morris, NYC, 
N _. Tommy, Roseland B., Brooklyn 


Risso, Vincent, Jack Tynch's, Phila. 
cre Dusty, Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas 


cRoberte, Bill, Mark Twain, Bey. Hills 


oe oe “ry NYC. |the corporation, when costs are 

0, Nan ® a, NYC. , : , 

Rogers, addy. Radisson i. Minn. | worked out, will bring down the per- 
Ollini, Adrian, Lyric T., Indianapolis. | play charge to the point where it 


S 


tar breaks even. 


Savitt. Jan, MCA, NYC Seeburg machines work in similar 
Scott — Slapsy Maxie's, H’' wood. ‘fashion to the AMI ones described 
Shand, Perry Soe nhawk H.. Chivsco | in VarteTy a couple months ago. 
ae. » #yTacus . Syracuse S 4 - 2 

Sha Stick a nickel in the slot and a 
Shaw aon s 

Mets, pak fo Re ey 4 femme voice asks, ‘What would you 
$ ‘% : ace 1a WK Ca Cc oh + | "7 ya t . | tty or 
Shields, Roy, NBC, Chicago, like to hear?’ You pick a number 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel ; Nebiolo’s 


(Book Casino) Di Giovanni 
‘Circus Days’ (‘armen 
Mickey King Carlos & Chita 
Rich-Adrienne Dans Guy Gibby 
laith, Hope & Zin’o | Leonard Seel O 
6 Casinotes — Northwood Inn 
Cal Konner Ore Fred Stritt 
(Motor Bar) Paul Dohrn 
D s Rock June Brooks 
Bowery S Dibert © 
> e Tucker — 
Gres Ballantine Palm Beach 
Arturo & Evel Bert Gilbert 
Birch & Courtne Elaine Castle 
Don Arden Dan Babarina & Po 
Jitterbugs 6 Tip-Top Dar 
Johnny King Michael Paige O: 
Chas Carlisle Huck’s Redford Inn 
Benny Resh Ore Mac McGraw Or 
Blue Lantern Club Koyuale 
Pinto & Adrian Russell Swann 
Dubarry Cockatoos |! Jimmy Rae 
Betty Lane The Burnells 
La Comprasita Mary Dooley 
Glamour Gls (6) i Carl Lee 
Lee Walters Ore Danny Demetry Or 


Corktown Tavern 


Royalettes 
Hal Bronson 


Statier Motel 


Ellen Kaye n : 
6 Vesters : S58 pc cole 
Eddie Bratton Ore thay ICG SstHmOre 
- . George Negrette 
(ole & Corte s 4 
Neville & Day San Diego 
o ° Bill & Ide Shaw 
Ann Lee lune Davies 
Don Andre Ore peg ger 
! George Presnell 
Hund's Al Alexander On: 
3 Old Timers } Verne’s 
Sun Valley , George Stello 


Serenaders Golden Gate Tris 


London Chop House | Boyd Senter 
Tonia Toby Lee 
Ruby Ore | Harry Collet Ore 
Morocco Whittier Hote! 
Jay Juson |; (Gold Cap Reo: 
Irene Kessler | Vocalions (4) 
Burnettes } Wonder RBar 
Marcia Wayne Ralph Rotgers OU 
VW lie e! ! ir 3 i.assies 











Probable Football Wi 
| (And Proper Odds) 
Thursday (Nov. 28) 

GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Brown-Columbia ............ v's, i.) sadsaweuseuense 12-5 
meee Bis Oi Te 6s 6 kd sc caves +45 I HE 86600400 k0000009 . 0 

Saturday (Nov. 30) 
Boston College-Holy Cross......... Boston College ............. 3-1 
Duke-Pittsburgh ......... sank b'66-50 SEE ae ad 0s Oko bee es oe a ORS 11-5 
Duquesne-Carnegie Tech .......... Duquesne ...... eek a aae aa 3-1 
Fordham-NYU ...... rere ere LR itievsee es 3-1 
Florida-Auburn ..... ere ey FT 6-6 ME #6400 cat epabekastccs Even 
Georgia-Georgia Tech ......... i+ cp a acre eed 360 Seacoast 7-5 
LSU-Tulane ........ FETE TT re ie a rere errs 3-1 
Oregon State-Oregom ........-ss00% Oregon State ..... cieteuwats 3-1 
ER Ee ee wer ED. ete e hee seetatarnadened ae 2-1 
Santa Clara-Oklahoma ............ Oe SE occ pins uxere ou 12-5 
ok ooh bo -adrcowdee ban eee BR See reer 3-1 
Southern Methodist-Tex. Christian. SMU .............. aa ke hee 3-1 
CT cr ee ee PD. csc ds oe waxeathaheneseee 12-5 
Vanderbilt-Temnessee ............. PEE gnc vs cannseoeses 6-1 
Washington-Washington State ..... Washington ima ee 4-1 
Alabama-Mississippi State ........ Mississippi State........ iven 
Stanford-Califernia ......cccccccce Ser te re 3-1 
Boxscore to Date: 
Right, 159; Wrong, 59; Ties, 12; Pct., 729. 
(Ties not counted) 
lin the thought that the season closes. much more. The Soldiers haven't 


| Duquesne is too deep in reserves to 
'be thwarted. 


Fordham—N. Y. U. 
| This has been a sad year for the 
Violets. The Rams need a decisive 
victory to keep them in line for a 
bow! bid. They'll pour it on. 
Florida—Auburn 
| Auburn was badly battered by Bos- 
ton College last Saturday and may 
not have too much left. Florida has 
done everything asked of it this fall 
and before a home crowd should 
complete a highly successful season 
on the long end of the score. 
Georgia—Ga. Tech 

Tech has been a disappointment 
while Georgia is on the upbeat. With 
their sophomore now well-seasoned 
and on their home lot, the Georgia 
Bulldogs should cop. 

LSU—Tulane 

Louisiana's had many headaches 

and Tulane should add to them. 





Stone Loses 


4 


Dot 


Continued from page 








era! 


ly applicable to similar actions 


in the film business. Appellate Di- 
vision agreed with the contention of 
Louis Nizer, lawyer appearing for 
Liggett & Myers and Newell-Em- 
that her idea was not exclu- 
and that all she was entitled 
to was protection of a spec‘fic script 


or any work under contract. 


34 
mett, 


Sive 


Plaintiff claimed that her sub- 
mitted idea was to one certain shorts 


comprising old film shots, coupled 
‘with humorous dialog and appended 
mention of Chesterfield cigarettes at 
the end. Lower court upheld the 
complaint. 


Attorney Nizer, representing the 
defendants in the appeal, argued 
that it would stop all progress if 
ideas could be given a monopoly. 
For example, he cited that if some 
one thought of a World’s Fair, it 
would mean that no one else could 
build one. If someone conceived an 
underground railroad, it would mean 
that no one else could build a sub- 


way. If someone conceived a car- 
toon feature picture, no one else 
coul turn out a cartoon. 


had a major victory all fall because 
they just don’t have the stuff. In 
|dry or wet weather, it’s still the 
| Sailors on top. 
Vanderbilt—Tennessee 
Vandy has ivy, but Tennessee has 
first-class moleskinners. The poison- 
livy of Tennessee makes it a one- 
sided game. 
Washington—-Washington State 
State is a stubborn, defensive ag- 
gregation. The Washington Huskies 
have a highly-geared offense that 
should spell the difference 
Alabama—Mississippi 
"Bama can be scored on easily. 
Mississippi State, the dark horse 
early in the season, should outscore 
the Crimson Tide. 
Stanford—California 


State 


This game was scheduled original- 
ly for last weekend, but the delay 


doesn’t alter the prediction. Stan- 
ford continues on its merry way to 
|the Rose Bowl. 


RIPLEY VENTURE IN 
ENCORE BANKRUPTCY 


An 
ruptcy 


t 


involuntary petition of bank- 
filed N. Y. 
(25) against 
Oddities, Inc., 
1600 Broadway, N. Y. 


to! 


was in federal 
Interna- 


of 


credi- 


Monday 


cour! 
tional formerly 
Three 
George Wieda, for $600, Doug- 
las Ripley, $1,950, and Robert J. Hy- 
land, $2,000, all for monies loaned, 
filed the petition c 
insolvent International Oddities al- 
lowed the N. Y. Theatre Program 
Co., Inc. to secure a judgment 
against it for $5,609. 

| The bankrupt had filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy on July 1 in 
the Federal court listing assets of 
$4,006 and liabilities of $122,231, of 
which $94,250 was owed Robert L. 
Ripley, and $4,000 to Douglas Ripley. 
Judge William Bondy subsequently 
appointed Frank W. Ford as receiver, 
but the bankruptcy petition was later 
dismissed by referee Oscar W. Ehr- 
horn, who found that the proper 
number of directors had failed to 
authorize the filing of the bankruptcy 


no titi 
m 


S, 


lnimi 
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ng that while 


on. 
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